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“Well, Imspector Sahib, what new?’
“I have had the woman watched,
sahib. She has kept within doors for

two days; but half-an-hour ago a beg- 1

gar approached her and delivered a
message ; and now—even now—she has
left her house, veiled, riding upon a |
pony, and goes towards the city gate. |
She goes slowly, as if she waited for
fhe night or for men to join

ind gold and blood-colour, and to w
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their party, and _'r' trust the: E,'“me him to the robber’s |ln§ l“?h wh"nd | dropped his eyes. Somen hing in his  ters, and must be up to date in the
comrade would give him tha tail of th tt ‘d 1 Jesaipl  Ihere wae |atlitude, and in the woman’s cold- | kind, style and number of her gowns
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dppearance he was a half-naked, dust- [and the next instant the man had | the tiger-look he flashed at Myra |equally necessary element in sum.| % L2° ice suggest paniers morg gj,| to spend a few weeks

overcome with heat [dropped upon his belly, and was ad- 1

rectly than any other feature of theft
season’s fashions, and there are somef

Pereira made the onlookers think her | mer. Fashion presecribes varied and
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quite satisfactory. Now, Inspector
Bahib, send a constable with me to
search the woman’s room, whence 1
€0 now ; and do you despatch twenty
sowars by a circuitous route, to tarry
for orders under the cily we a
orderly to wait for my message at the
end of the lane. What instructions
has the spy ¢

“To keep the woman in sight, to re-
Port her direction as he passes the

1; also an |

A | up, and finally sprang to his feet as
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warning if she quickens her pace.” |
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4 . : , 18 handiwork. Faulkner felt a4 shud- 2
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stinking on the 608, Beyond it, He spoke in  his usual whimsical

| bridles and the pad of hoofs. He
stood to attention, and Faulkner

" g and Macintyre grew out of the dusk,
ran behind the shops. They pushed | and reined in. Behind them a many-

their way past the litter of Ehe | hiadad: mians paused Loo, in a scuffle
kennel, and found a rickety stair- of dust

way that climbed to the upper floor | “Ah, here's our man, sald Macin-

against the outer wall. Macintyre tyre softly, ‘What khabbar, police-

ed the lane on foot, and dived through

fancied security.
the gaping crowd into an alley that

4 Maciniyre and
Faulkner c¢rept to the window and |

finish.
looked in, so near that

with very narrow ecru lace, of the
heavier kind which has a little picot

front over a tucked &ray muslin bod.
ice, is of ecru lace fastened with
knot of silver cloth. A band of white
satin embroidered in soft pastel col.
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room was empty,
and there was no tell-tale relic to re-
ward his acuteness; only a star, a
native bed, a couple of clay water-
jars, and a medley of discarded finery
and broken trinkets. A woman's shoe
lay beside (he bed. The room was
very hot, and smelt of musk.
Macintyre turned everything over
and searched for evidence. There wiggs

“1 followed, Huzur, when she left the
gales of the city, where she was joined
by two of the robbers—they are bold |
men—and rode away very quickly into
the country.
thana, and I
behind and riding always under cover,
Faulkner. would have thought
it would ba a long way to go, Huzur ;
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rooted to the spot by his astonish- |
ment ; for the voice—and it rang with
hollow distinctness—was that
office peon, addressing, in the curt
accents of authority, some lesser
light. He looked at the constable
whose gaping mouth and round eyes
showed his bewilderment. The voice
continued to rumble in {heir ears.
“Are, son of a pig! Would you leave
the Superintendent Sahib's room up-
swept ! There are three—four scraps

“What is the plan of campaign?g"”
said Faulkner. “There's no sounding-
of his| yoard here, thank Heaven !”

“My idea is to ride within a quarter
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*|mount the men,
round the place, the inspector leading
| them
ahead with you and get as near to the
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