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Early Discoveries

e following story of the discov-:
erv of America in the eleventh cen-

tury by Leif Ericsson, the norseman,
will be read with intérest, because it
i¢ probably part of our own earlier
hi:tory, ‘and because of the recent at-
tempt made by the three plucky. ad-
veaturers, William Washburn = Nutt-
inz and Arthur Hilderbrand, writers,
Eric Todahl, a painter, to ‘sail
cverthe same course in a small yacht.
Unfortunately all trace of them has
boon lost and the search undertaken
by the U. 8. C Trenton has been
ahandoned.

The narrative is written by H. Rolf
the New York Tribune-and

and

ruiser

shy -for
is as follows:—
oW THE NOQSEHREN DISCOVER-
ED AMERICA IN THE YEAR
1,600 A.D.

The annual festival under the aus-
pices of the American-Scandinavian
Foundation and the Norwegian Na-
tional League of New York should go

the average
se Vikings, un-

a long way to teach
American that the Nor
der the chieftainship of Leif (pro-
nonnced Life) Ericsson, are the true
toric ~disc rers of the American
continent on htember 29, A. D. 1,000
imost five centuries before Columbus
(“Cd the West Indies.
ate object of these an-

son festivals, which

d sponsored by the

inavian Foundation

everal chapters, is to estab-

ynal Leif Ericsson Day, to
rved by the American
)ple as a hody in commemoration
" the discovery. The Scandinavians
disposed to belittle the
voyages of
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Columbus, who never made the high-

sounding claims. of continental. dis- .

covery which were made for him, and
in his name, after nss death by the'

Church and crown of Spain as a mat-
ter of state policy. The Scahd!na-
vians here and at behme are merely in-
terested in correcting a ruthlesg error
as far as T can gather. 1
of Leif Ericsson on the American con-
tinent is only an incident in ' their
history at a period when the Vikings
were making tremendous voyages of
discovery and conquest, braving the
open oceans at a time When other
races crept timorously along the
shore line. To the/ American people,
on the other hand, what figures as am.
incident in Scandinavian annals, in
this case, becomes a matter of para-
mount importance when we Cconsider
ihat tne fatis Supporvmg tms MWcia-
ent are the very roots and beginning
of historic America.

“Tn our vast archives of pre-Colum-
bian literature the voyﬁges
Norsmen,

Leif Ericsson, is the one-outstanding

achievement of documentary historic

caliber that the scholarships of the
entire civilized world has not been
able to twist into ~'a question-mark.
The more the scholars dig and delve
the clearer stands torth the truth as

and the mouldy finds.

The average man is at sea in the
matter, however, He has a hazy re-
collection of having read something
or other about “Norsemen” ih his

not have read even that little,
some school-readers omit the landfafl
entirely and for rather ' transparent |
reasons! The disputes of the schol-
ar—assuming that he was listening
—have only tendered to confuse him.

l#nding

; of > the.
initiated by the landfall of

Put_into a thimble,

not? -
" ”How did it htppén that” Mt Brlcl-
son made the landtall l.nd not some
_more, fenowned exp;pm- 6t his‘day?
Let"nfe tell you.- Leif was: the son
of la mighty chief; ‘Eric ThorWelds-
son, ‘*Nofseman, !!Otter known as
Eric ‘ﬂle Red. He had to ﬂee Nor-
way for Iceland, which was  already
then a free Commonwealth, peopled
mainly. by fighting Norwegian vik-
ings, who did ‘bt like the idea of
being ruled by the kings of Norwdy.
Eric waxed redder and redder with
the  slayings: and duels: until Icelsnd
ceased to be'a safe shelter for him.
He rigged up his dragon vessel and
set out: with ;his companice one Her-
julf Baardeson, to /discover. a mew
fana &f s OWh WHETEe ne Codla Suay
red and die red. He found a tre-
mendous land of snow and ice under
the. .Northern . Lights® and crdftily
named 1: Greenland hopmg by this
Tuse to draw emigrants. _Gradually
Ery; the Red became the lord-chief
of a clan of outlawed Norsemen, the
Greenland vikings of history. From
Herjulf’s son, Bjarni Herjulfsson,
* Leif learned about a great land still
tarther west: than Greenland. ‘Bjarni
and his men had seéen it on one ~of

{ make landfall. This exploit stuck in
' the® craw, of Leif Bricsson. Later
! on‘whert he came to the Cogrt ot |
Olaf Tryggvasson, who was then King
of Norway, he acquired a dragon ship

ings. He let go his moorings from a
small “vik” or inlet. near Bergen in
! Norway and hoisted his broadsail for
i the long voyage.

|
|

| Gokstad dragon of archaeologic fame,
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Holf the Quantity of
St Charles Milk will Do/

When the recipe calls for a cup of milk use half
a cup of Borden's St Charles Milk and half a cup

of water.

St. Charles is pure. country milk exactly the same as you get
in a bottle except that most of the natural water content has
been evaporated, leavmg the rich, creamy part of the milk.
Really, you can uise it as cream just as it comes from the can.

en you want ordinary milk add slightly more than an equal

quantity of water.

Besides its economy the wonderful con-
venience of St. Charles Milk will appeal

to you.
just the quantity

Four convenient sizgs, providing

you desire from day to

day. Also keep a few tins in reserve in the
pantry.. Unopened, it keeps indefinitely.

Write T.A MacNAB & CO., St. John’s, Nfld. for
FREE RECIPE BOOK

LES

St.C.o2-24

MILK

L o ey
S e R e S T =

===

H@Pse and

Latt!e Owners!
Fgp- THESECRET 28

of your neighbour’s
creamy milk and the
ammals, lies in thej :

supply of heavy rieh |

3 géod condition of his .
ﬁi} use of

facts, what is history and what is | Y

it rises from the ancient parchments theil voyages; but they had failed to

school days, and then, again; he may | 80d @ crew of some thirky. odd vik-

for !

, His craft was about-the size of the |
| ren, rocky waste of large, flat stones.

ﬂn:ﬁ.
there was no shelter for the crew ex-
cept inside th.qlr sk‘ping bags ot.baed
seal hide, le running gear 9! the:
rigging was mde out, of w.xm ‘hide,
and the n.ﬂ wua problbly wovon out
of wool.

Mind " you' Thero wu nenher com-
pass nor chart in those frigid days.
Even the astrolabe haa not been .in-
vented.. There .Were no -pilot charts,
either, nor any form of marine in-
telligence or instrument that Leif and
his “roughnecks” could draw on in-
battling their coutse acms an’ un-
known, angry ocean. There were
miles of. milling fogbanks, 'however,
and icebergs lurking in the thick of
this meénace. There Were ratts orf
driftwood timber, also, ﬂoating under
the lash of the storm. - A  collision
with a single stick might have sunk
the. dragon. , There were atarvation
and scurvy stanng every man in the
face if the "salt b.orse" provisiens and
the water cask sHould’ give out be-
| fore landfall could be made.

{ These are the inboard facts of that
famous voyage. Summarize them and
you will have a fair idea of what the
} voyage really meant. If undertaken
to-day, under the =ame conditions,
and despite the fact that we know the
distance and directlon that u;nst be
| trayelled to reach  the Amerlcan
| shore, no marine insurance would be
! obtainable, and, I venture to say, no
captain and crew, either. -

|  Leif Ericsson and his nien had:one
| guide at night, the pole star, and one
guide at day, the sun, both of them

| world-famous for instability.

The first land Leif saw was a bar-

He named it Helluland, from “hella,”
a flat stone, Whether this was La-
brador or Newfoundland certain
scholars cannot agree, but that it was
the continent of America they all
agree, The next land he found was
covered with dense forests extending
down to the beaches, which were flat
and shining with white sand as far
as eye could reach. - Leif named it
Markland, from “markr,” a forest.
We call it Nova. Scotia. The third
landfall was made after: they had
“sailed out on’the. epen sea with a&
northwesterly wind and were on the
sea two days. They went ashore on
an island to the north of the land.
Returning to their ship, they sailed
into the sound between the island and
a cape that reachied northward from
the coast. They made up their mind
to remain there for the winter, and
‘they built them large booths. In the
spring ‘they made ready and . sailed
away, and Leif gave the land a name
in memory of its product and called
it Vinland.” i

In this highly compressed saga ex-
cept we have the main outlines of
Leif's cruise .southward down the
American /geaboard, past Cape Cod,
which He named Kjalarness, or Naze-
of-the-Keel, passing the north shore
of Martha’s Vineyard into Vineyard
Sound, and thence, finally, to his win-
ter moorings at a spot somewhere in
New England The exact spot is not
known any more than we can point
to the exact spot where Columbus-
landed ir* the -Antilles. Personally
I have-always been inclined to think
that the Norse men’s winter quarters
in Vineland, or Land-of-Wine, might
easily have been much further south
"than scholars have been disposed to
seek, for the sagas are explicit in
quoting the fact that the Norsemen
spent the winter of 999-1000 A.D. in
a region ‘‘where no snow fell and
they found wheat and grapes Brow-
ing wild.”

These are the facts strlpped to the
bone. How can we be certain that
the facts are historically valid? Be-
cause they are veouched for by three
of the best authenticated sagas on re-
cord, namely, the Islendingabok, the
Landnamabok and the Flateyarbok.
Are these sagas true? There are sa-
gas that are chiefly romance and le-
gend woven around a core of truth,
but the earlier sagas of Icelandic |
scholars, to which this group belongs,
are not only reliable -and veracious,
but modern research has discovered |
that few histories of ancient times |
can compare with them in this re-
spect.

Whither 'did Leif Ericsson sail af-
ter leaving Vinland? He did not go
back to Norway, because he Wwas
afraid that King Olaf might take the
hew land away from him. Leif laid
his gourse to Brattahlid, his father’s
seat in Greenland, and showed the

. Leif had

wampum he had traded with the In-
dians for red cloth, and his samples
of “masur,” or hardwood timber”
two brothers—Thorsteinn
. and Thorwald. The latter made up
his mind also to explore Vinland. He
fitted out a ship, and after spending
nearly six weeks on the stormy ocean
found himself under the . shores. of
__Iceland. He had sailed in a -cirele!
Some years later, in 1006-7- AD., &
‘great ‘scholar and chieftain Thorfinn
K&rlufni by name,
ried Gudr(ﬂ, the w!dot' o! Thorsteinn,
fitted out a big cxnodiﬂon of ! ‘three -
.veueh, ‘with l c'rav of 160

#nd « Henve ‘o eoékod r:ﬁm. m'

_upon to-day.
“busy people and constantly on the go

g during their

who [ “had® - mar- {

 Kazl- |/

‘sumed to
caretéilly s
‘ect spot whe
‘tered, a spot which«“i'he'f named Hop.
Certain scholars who have made a
study of the Canadian shore lines in-
sist that the’ saga amunu apply‘ to
Newfoundlan and Labrador . exclu-
sively, and th t Hop was on the
louthaaswrn shore of the St
rence m'ver not far from Qnebec
Certain other scholars can prove that
Norsemen made landfall jn New-
foundland and Nova Scotia only; ~that
TI0p Waw in a cove g.t the southeastern
horn of the latter island, on the sea-
ward side of the Bay of Fundy. We
have at least one professor who
standg up for-the theory that
was on Bedlow’s Island, where the
Statue of Liberty now stands in New
York Harbor! ko

How is it possible, yeu will won-
der, that there can be so maay dif-
ferent interpretations of the same
identical facts, assuming that the
facts are facts? If the Norsemen had
had charts and sextants and compas-
ses with them they would undoubted-
ly have left a set of records that
would put our scientific mind at ease
in the matter, but they had nothing of
the sort. They expressed themselves
in seagoing terms. that were plain and

the':, NorMen win-

Law- |

Hop | d

final to the understanding of their
people.
not go. Columbus had charts ‘
compasses and instruments, but his |
exact landing place is still a matter
of dispute! |

Another point that seems to wor—j

Further than that they could | ‘::
and |

ry a lot of investigators is the total ' f§

absence of Norse memorials in this/
country. In their eagerness- to dis-
cover something they have dragged
in such utterly worthless ‘“evidence”
as the Norumbega tower in New-
port and the Dwiggins Stone at
Taunton, Mass., to mention a few. It
would, indeed, be strange if any
memorials set up by the Norsemen on
these shores were left for us to gaze
The Norsemen were

sojourns here. When
they were not exploring the wilder-
ness they were chasing Indians or
being chased by tbem They had
neither the leisure) inbr the means at
hand for erecting memorials of en-|
during calibre.  The booths they built’
for winter quarters._were made of
logs, and the crbsgé they. put upf
over their slain comrades were also |
made of wood. At Gurnet Point, near :’
Plymouth, Mass, two crosses were |
planted in view of the sea.

Leif Ericsson 'was twenty-nine
years old in 1000 A.D., when he dis-
covered America. After his return to
Greenland the vikings of his father’s
clan named him Leifr Hinn Heppni,
or Leif the Lucky. This “honot' name”
referred not only to the Vinland land-
fall, but also to an incident that
showed him to be not only a man of
iron but a man with the
the right place.
age from America Leif escried a ship-
wrecked crew eclinging to a small
rock in the open sea.
rations were almost exhausted and |
Greenland had not been sighted
yet, he rescued the shipwrecked and
brought them Yshbre, There was ‘a
young woman among them with long
golden hair. Her name was Gudrid,
.and she it was who married Thor-
stein, the brother of Lelf, and after
his death became the wife of Karl-
sefni and as such the first white
mother to give birth to a: child in
America;

Leif Ericsson took over Brattahlid
after his father’s death in 1012 and
stayed there among the Greenland
vikings hunting “walrus, whale and
polar bear till the end of his day=

lmportant to
' Shopkeepers

|

Owing to recent advances in value
of English exchange, ‘the: price of
Sunlight Soap will be higher when
next shipment arrives. But enough
Sunlight Soap now to supply your
customer’s requirements during the
winter- months,

IMPORTANT TO HOUSEKEEPERS !

You are always using Sunlight
Soap, your grocer Wwill give you a
ood price now if you buy one or two
dozen bars of Sunlight. ' Beware of
imitations and take care to get Sun-
light, the only soap of its kind, sold
under a five thousand dollar guar-
antee.—nov17,61

Street costumes ‘introduce color by
means of bold stripes and plaids.

TA Paris decree is the liberal use of
cc’;igr for evening and dinneér frocks.
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A Dramatization of
“ LUCRETIA

o 5o by";
KATHEEEN,
NORRI S

A HARRY RAPP_,
PRODUCTION
. teaturingd'
Irene Rich and
Monte Blue

and a_typical Warner Cast

Classics of the Screen

/ e
!
T .

=
=
=
=
=

; ﬁnm;uummmmmmmlmnmmmmmnm|unmnnmmmmlmmnn

3 ‘Thg'madnm'ﬁ" 5 of a\
moment holit
it the seeds of ca'zt

OHIH TRV

ST

b

EXTRA ATT

“THE END OF A F
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ADMISSION :—Night, 30c. A

MONDAY :—“YHE SPOILERS,” Rex B
Milton Sills and Anna Q. Nilsson.
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