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e éy real grounds for ap-
1 prelundon concerning (him? I won-}
der, with a sudden sinking heart, as
my thoughts go back to the circum-
stances of that ant'lon.ble “night ' in
| Hanbury; of his wﬂu “words:
“lunynman!usmlsenb!e than I
has put a pistol to his head and blown
his brains out!” of the desperate state
of mind in which he left me at the
gate, and went out, into the gloom
and darkness to battle with his mis-
ery of his visit to Ivy Cottage later
on; of all the tlcts'wnﬂded to me by
Mr<. Martin concerning the singular-
ity of his looks and words; of the
certainty that he could not have left
by the train on the night of his dis-
appearance; and, last of all, of that
hideous suggestion -concerning the
finding of his hat on the brink of the
cliff.
Desperate men have done desperate
things before. now, apnd my heart
turns sick and heavy witkin me as the
thought sinks down into my soul that
Ernest Warden was desperate enough
that night to have thrown himself
over the brink of Warne’s Leap or
anything else.
“Do nqthing, say nothing, until you
hear from me again” were the doc-
tor's parting words, and with a
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L considering the character she after-
ward displayed, and the fact - that,
from his own description of himself,
Robert Fuller— at twenty-five must
have been a less likely man to win the
heart of a silly, frivolous woman than
he is now, if possible.
“A plain, plodding, thoughtful man,
with a sterling depth and nobleness
of character for which a good woman,
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‘CHAPTER XXXIV.

THE RAY BRIGHTENS.

“He %as living—he is living still,
unfortumately for himself,” he re-
joins, turning away and pacing the
room to and fro with a look of misery
in his eyes that makes my heart ache
for him, ignorant as I am of the cause,
as it hgs never ached for myseif.
“Heavah forgive him if he has been
keeping his secret to the cost of other
people’s happiness; shifting his own
burden unwittingly, it is true, onto
shoulders to which it does not be-
long.”

“It must have been the hand of an
all-wise Providence that put it into
your mind to tell me this story, I
think, Miss Kendrick,” he presently
adds, a strange impressiveness in his
look and word, “the one man in all the
world, perhaps, who can remove this
bar to your sister’s happiness.”

“Oh, Doctor Fuller!” I respond, my
heart beating so violently I can hard-
ly speak, “you have always been a
good friend to me—to us all; but if
you can do that you will place us un-
der a debt of gratitude nothing can
ever repay.”

“If the woman at Ivy Cottage is the
only obstacle to Adelaide’s union with
Frnest Warden it is at an end,” is the
reply. “Warden is a free man! The
alleged marriage performed by Mr.
Smiles ‘was no marriage at all.. Not
for the reason that Warden -asserts,
the insanity of the reputed Mrs. Len-
nox, but from the fact that she was

already married when she met War-
den ten years ago.” :

“And 1. may: tell her? 1 may, tell
Adelaide thia?” I ask. ;

“Not yet—do nothing, ssy nothing
until you hear from ‘me  again,”. he

] reputed Mrs, Lennox was

“If “this is all the trouble, my dear
Miss Kendrick, we shall see your sis-
ter happy yet, please Heaven! You
can trust me, Lesley?”’ he asks, as he
takes my hand and holds it for a mo-
ment in his own,

“With all my heart; and, oh, Doctor
Fuller, how am I ever to thank you?”’
I reply, with a strong, deep sense of
relief as I think of his promise.
“Then good-by.for the present,” he
says, with something in his eyes that
makes my heart throb with a sudden
sense of pleasure that is almost pain,
and the next moment we have parted,
little dreaming, alas, how and ~when
we are to meet again.

CHAPTER XXXV,
ROBERT FULLER'’S HISTORY.

DOCTOR FULLER’'S assurance that
it the crazy inmate of Ivy Cottage is
the only obstacle to Adelaide and
Ernest Warden’s happiness, it mno
longer exists, seems to have been a
weight from my mind—to have lifted
me in one single hour to the seventh
heaven of happiness.
How he can be so certain that the
already
married at the time she contracted
that ill-starred marriage with War-
den, I cannot divine; but that ‘he is
certain I am quite sure. To doubt
any assertion of the doctor’s wo\;ld
be almost as impossible to me as to
doubt the “proofs of Holy Writ.” And
with the feeling of one who treads
on air, I turn my back on the doctor’s
house and retrace my steps toward
home. ;

If I believe what I have just
hurd.. Adelaide’'s sorrows are nearly
at an end. And, oh, the joy of seeing
the light of hope and happiness come
back to those sad qves, the color -of
that pale face, to know that my dar-
ling's future is not to be all dark and
desolate as she believes, that her
brave effort to do right is to meet
with reward at last. 5

.But all st once a recollection, of
which in my excitement I had lost
sight for the moment, comes back to
me with the effects of a cold douche,

commands, as I rise to take my leave.

What has become of Ernest

strong, deep sense of comfort that I
have that kind heart and clear judg-
ment on which to rely, I wait from
post to post, in the hourly expectation
of recelving a message. But two,
three days, and finally a'week goes
past, and still none comes.
“Len,” I remark, one morning, tak-
ing my sewing into the great, roomy,
pleasant studio in which my brother
is hard.at work at his Galatea, “do
you remember that you promised to
tell me Doctor Fuller's story? - You
never have told me, and I should so
h like to know it!”
1d you?’ Len replies, taking
up a fresh supply of paint, with a
thoughtfal pucker on his forehead.

much:to-your taste, Lesleyc L warn
you it vis::"i'ather a sorrowf_ul.?ibory—‘
poor tellow! the world has been none
too kind to him.”
“Do you think: T don't know that?”
I ask, with a coupcon ot:impntience.
“As if any one could look inte Doctor
Fuller’s sad, grave face, and fail to
see that hig life has been a hard ane!

tell me all about it. If it is a secret
I will never mention it to any one;
but hear it I must!”

Len does not refuse any reguest of
mine, and he does not refuse this,

a good family who, from various caus-
es, became very much reduced in cir-
cumstances long before he left school,
I don’t know that there is much need
to go into the doctor’s family history,”
Len beging.
“Like him of old of whom we read
in that pathetic story that touched

she was g widow.’

clergyman in charge of a large and

in life.

for scienee, chose the medical profes-
sion, and, passing through the uspal
curriculum, took very good degrees.
But this was not all. Even when the
diploma was obtained, nothing but
uphill work {ay before the young doc-
tor, who was too poor either to pur-
chase a practice or to live while he
worked one up, and so fell into the
overcrowded ranks of assistants—a
post in which he receivid a salary
barely equal to the earnings of
skilled mechanic, and for which he
worked like a slave in the interest of
s country practitioner with a poor but
extensive practice, and a family of
proud and extravagant daughters.

“With the youngest of these young |
Indies—a pretty, coquettish girl, who

| eonsidered tne belle of tne ctrole to]
which she m«u-o—-nomt t.u |

“I'm afraid you won’t find # very

! 'Eolony was bedueathed,” ‘without “Fe-

But never mind, Len, dear, go on and |

“Beyond the fact that he comes of

the divine compassion, Robert Fuller
was ‘the only son of his mother, and |

“At the death of her husband, a

poor parish, in the interest of which
he worked himself to death, poor Mrs.
Fuller found hersgelf in such straiten-
ed circumstances that it was not with-
out a struggle she was enabled to give
her son an education and final launch

“Robert, who had always a . taste

‘| satisty the wan otlmuu of the

had fate been kind enmough to have
thrown such a one in his way, might
have loved and honored him, he yet
never possessed the knack of making
small talk or playing off those little
gallantries so dear to the class of
women to which the idol of his heart
belonged.

“But just upon this time Robert,
who had-entertained about as' much
expectation of falling heir to the moon
as a fortune, came In for a very re-
spectable sum left him by an um-
known uncle who went out to the
Cape of Good Hope years before, and
was never heard of again, until his
executors were hunting up the mext
male heir, to whom the whole of the
-money he had succeeded in.accumula-
ing during his long reSidence in the

—a circumstance that made
a great'difference to the prospects of
the young doctor, ~who had -hitherto
found “life ‘stich terribly uphill work.
And it made a difference, too, it “is
presumable, in his ladylove's recep-
tion of his suit.

“From the hour of this unexpected
accession of fortune, Miss Benson be-
gan to smile so sweetly on the advan- |
ces of the shy, awkward young man—
who, in the humility of his deep love
had never ventured to hope for a re-
turn of his passion—that Robert was
emboldened to declare his love and
ask her to become his wife,

“To his delight he was accepted,
snd, while deluded into the belief that
she loved him, lived in a fool’s para-
dise of passion and delusion—a state
of felicity that did not last long, how-
ever. With Robert Fuller, as with
many another man before and since,
marriage brought him terrible dis-
illusionment! When too late he saw
it for what it was—the fatal mistake
of his life!
“Mrs. Fuller's desires were bound-
less. Nothing was too reckless or ex-
travagant for the demands of the girl
who had been reared in the home of
a poor professional man, who had
hard work to make both ends meet,
and the inevitable. result  followed.
Doctor Fuller’s affairs became involv-
ed to a sérious extent, and, at last,
finding that all remonstrance with his
wife was useless, and that his do-
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mestic expenses rather increased
than lesse¢ned in response to his re-
pregentations that they were living
beyond their means, he went back to
his profession, and worked hnrd.r
than he had ever worked before in nu.
Qespefate effort o right himselt—to
supply his wife's . extortionate de-
mands for dress and gayety. But
from the very first tho case was hopo-
less, or worse mxt hopeless! The
mnhonnuu re she wanted!
Miollwtodn!n the ocean as to

W” 'M er belonged.
" (To be comtigued.)
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The French and Americans are fast! L
driving the Germaps out of their posi- 'r
tions in Bouthern Picardy and in the| B
gector between . the Vesle and the
Aisne rivers. BSo rapid has been the
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rground. Haig’s men again have made

| 8hchor point of the line in the vicinity

e sentimgnt:fepresenfed by
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progress for the Allies, the French in
Picardy and the Americans and
French from Soissons east towards/
Rheims, that the retirement of Lho'
enemy has the appearance at present!
of the beginning almost of a rout. |
K'unwhﬂe Field Marshal Haig in thel
porth from Peronne to Ypres is al-
most as busily engaged with his
troops in carrying out successful
manoeuvres, which are only in a
slightly less degree of rapidity, forcing
the Germans everywhere to give

the Germans taste bitter defeat on nu-
merous sectors, and the end of the
punishment for them seems not yet
in sight. In the last fighting in the
I'Ogion extending from the old Noyon
Sector to Soissons, the French have
peclaimed thirty villages from the
Germans, have crossed the Somme
Gnnal at several points and are stand-
hg only a short distance from the
important junction of Ham, with its

Teads leading to St. Quentin and La- | ®

Fere. On the south they have made
fgrther crossings of the Ailette River
and are fast skirting the great wood-
@ region which acts as a barrier to
firect attack on Laon, the Chemin des
Dames and the western Aisne defence
Q! the enemy. Seemingly at the pres-
g_llt rate of progress this barrier will
-Qhortly have been overcome and in-
deed the entire salient northwest of |
Holssons obliterated. Already the
french south of Fresnes on the fringe
of the high forest of Courcy, have pen-
firated the old Hindenburg line. All
ind the lines northeast of Noyon,

B t conflagrations ‘are to be seen,
Perticularly around Jussy and La
e, which apparently is an indica-
M that it is the intention of the Ger-
Mans to fall back as fast as they can
# the old German lines running
‘ﬁtheastward from St. Quentin. The
ch and Americans are hard after
Germans from the Vesle River
the Aisne, and for more than 8

eS8, extending from Conde to Vicil~
they have driven the enemy

S the Aisne and are now standing

@A the southern bank of the river.
y ard towards Rheims almost up
48 the gates of the Cathedral City, the
n line is falling back. At the

Ot Rheims, however, the Germans
t0 be holding, evidently realiz-

g that a retrograde movement here
 necessitate a straightening of

line perhaps as far eastward as

: .  In the initial manoeuvre to
At along the Vesle front the

and French captured both

and Fismette. From Baz-

¥ moved six miles northward




