
I
denT Whet If his freedom has come 
too late?

Are there any real grounds for ap­
prehension concerning hlm? I won­
der, with a sudden sinking heart, as 

| my thoughts go back to the clrcum- 
! stances of that miserable night In 
I Hanbury; of hie parting words:
I "Many a man less miserable than I 
has put a pistol to his head and blown 

I his brains out!” of the desperate state 
I of mind In which he left me at the 
( gate, and went out. Into the gloom 
I and darkness to battle with his mis- 
I ery of his visit to Ivy Cottage later 
I on; of all the facts confided to me by 
I Mrt. Martin concerning the singular- 
I ity of his looks and words; of the 
I certainty that he could not have left 
by the train 6n the night of his dis- 

I appearance; and, 4ast of all, of that 
I hideous suggestion concerning the 
finding of his hat on the brink of the 
cliff.

Desperate men have done desperate 
I things before now, and my heart 
I turns sick and heavy within me as the 
I thought sinks down into my soul that 
Brnest Warden was desperate enough 

I that night to have thrown himself 
I over the brink of Warne’s Leap or 
I anything else.
I "Do nqthing, say nothing, until you 
I hear from me again,” were the doo 
I tor's parting words, and with a 
I strong, deep sense of comfort that I 
have that kind heart and clear Judg­
ment on which to rely, I wait from 
post to post, in the hourly expectation 
of receiving a message. But two,

I three days, and finally a ‘week foes 
I past, and still none comes.

"Len," I remark, one morning, tak- 
I ing my sewing into the great, roomy,
! pleasant studio in which my brother 
is hard, at wor|k at hie Galatea, "do 

I you remember that you promised to 
I tell me Doctor Fuller’s story? You 
[never have told me, and I should so 
l^kch like to know it!"

*^Wild your’ Len replies, taking 
up a fresh supply of paint, with a 
thoughtful pucker on his forehead, 
“tin afraid you won't find K very 
much to your taste, Leslayr Z warn 

I you it is. rather a sorrowful. Itory— 
I poor fellow ! the world has been none 
I too kind to him.?
I ‘‘Do you think I don’t know’jthat?” 
I ask, with a coupcon of impatience. 

I “As if any one could look into Doctor 
Fuller’s sad, grave face, and fail to 

I see that hia life has been a hard one! 
But never mind, Len, dear, go on and 
tell me all about it If it is a secret' 

11 will never mention it to any one; 
but hear it I must!”

Len does not refuse any request of 
mine, and he does not refuse this.

“Beyond the fact that he comes of 
a good family who, from various caus­
es, became very much reduced in cir­
cumstances long before he left school, 
I don’t know that there is much need 
to go into the doctor’s family history,” 
Len begins.

“Like him of old of whom we read 
in that pathetic story that touched 
the divine compassion, Robert Fuller 
was ‘the only son of his mother, and 
she was a widow.’

“At the death of her husband, a 
clergyman In charge of a large and 
poor parish, in the interest of which 
he worked himself to death, poor Mrs. 
Fuller found herself in such straiten­
ed circumstances that it was not with­
out a struggle she was enabled to give 
her son an education and final launch 
in life.

"Robert, who had always a taste 
for science, chose the medical profes­
sion, and, passing through the usual 
curriculum, took verjr good degrees. 
But this was not . all. Even when the 
diploma was obtained, nothing but 
uphill work lay before the young doe- 
tor, who was too poor either to pur­
chase a practice or to live while he 
worked one up, and so fell into the 
overcrowded ranks of assistants—a 
post in which he reeelvtd a salary 
barely equal to the earnings of a 
■killed mechanic, and for which he 
worked like a slave in the interest of 
a country practitioner with a poor but 
extensive practice, and a family of 
proud and extravagant daughters.

"With the youngest of these young 
ladles—a pretty, coquettish girl, who 
considered the belle of the circle to 
which she belonged—Robert fell in 
love, poor fellow! very much as he 
does everything else, R sceau, in dead, 
sober earnest

"That his passion was hopeless he 
never doubted. He was not the man 
to ask any woman to marry him until 
hOmd.poe,turn t° off* her; and 
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WAR REVIEW.
The French and Americans sre fast 

driving the Germans out of their posi­
tions in Southern Picardy and In the 
sector between the Veele and the 
Aisne rivers. So rapid has been the 
progress for the Allies, the French In 
Picardy and the Americans and 
French from Boissons east towards 
Rhelms, that the retirement of the 
enemy has the appearance at present 
of the "beginning almost of a rout. 
Meanwhile Field Marshal Haig in the 
north from Peronne to Ypres la al­
most as busily engaged with his 
troops in carrying out successful 
manoeuvres, which are only in a 
•tightly less degree of rapidity, forcing 
the Germane everywhere to give 
ground. Haig’s men again have made
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"It this Is all the trouble, my dear 
Miss Kendrick, we shall see your sis­
ter happy yet, please Heaven! You 
can trust me, Lesley?” he asks, aa he 
takes my hand and holds It for a mo­
ment In hie own.

"With all my heart; and, oh, Doctor 
Fuller, how am I ever to thank you?” 
I reply, with a strong, deep sense of 
relief as I think of his promise.

"Then good-by for the present,” he 
says, with something in his eyes that 
makes my heart throb with a sudden 
sense of pleasure that is almost pain, 
and the next moment we have parted, 
little dreaming, alas, how and when 
we are to meet again.
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TflE RAY BRIGHTENS.
’/He Was living—he is living still, 

"unfortunately for himself,” he re­
joins, turning away and pacing the 
room to and fro with a look of misery 
in his eyes that makes my heart ache 
for him. ignorant as I am of the cause, 
as it hgs never ached for myself. 
"Heavjt forgive him if he has been 
keeping hie secret to the cost of other 
people’s happiness; shifting his own 
burden unwittingly, It Is true, onto 
shoulders to which it does not be­
long.”

"It must have been the hand of an 
all-wise Providence that put it into 
your mind to tell me this story, I 
think, Miss Kendrick,” he presently 
adds, a strange Impressiveness In his 
look and word, “the one men in all the 
world, perhaps, who can remove this 
bar to your sister’s happiness."

"Oh, Doctor Fuller!" I respond, my 
heart beating so violently I can hard­
ly speak, “you have always been a 
good friend to me—to us all; but If 
ÿou can do that you will place us un­
der a debt of gratitude nothing can 
ever repay.”

“If the woman at Ivy Cottage ie the 
only obstacle to Adelaide’s union with 
Ernest Warden it Is at an end,” Is the 
reply. “Warden Is a free man! The 
alleged marring» performed by Mr. 
Smiles was no marriage at all. Not 
for the reason that Warden asserts, 
the Insanity of the reputed Mrs. Len­
nox, but from the fact that she was 
already married when she met War­
den ten years ago."

“And I. may tell herî I may tell 
Adelaide this?” I ask.

“Not yst—do nothing, say nothing 
ufitil you hear from me again,” he 
commands, as I rise to take my leave.
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Shortly have been overcome and in­
deed the entire salient northwest of 
Boissons obliterated. Already the 
french south of Fresnes on the fringe 
of the high forest of Courcy, have pen- 
abated the old Hlndenburg line. All 
behind the lines northeast of Noyon, 
great conflagrations are to be seen, 
Particularly around Jussy and La 
Pare, which apparently Is an indica­
tion that it is the Intention of the Ger­
mans to fall back as fast as they can 
to the old German lines running 
goth eastward from St Quentin. The 
Wench and Americans are hard after 
toe Germans from the Vesle River 
tbd the Aisne, and for more than 8 
Wes, extending from Conde to ViciK 
**y they have driven the enemy
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gross the Aisne and are now standing

t
the southern bank of the river. 
Iward towards Rhelms almost up

__________________ 1 City, the
At the

W the gates of the Cathedral 
German line is falling back.
•uchor point of the line In the vicinity 
of Rhelms, however, the Germans 
••Sm to be holding, evidently réalis­
ât that a retrograde movement here 
*ould necessitate a straightening of 
toair line perhaps as far eastward as 
Verdun. In the Initial manoeuvre to 
Uto retreat along the Veele front the 
tonsricans and French captured both 
Bawchee and Fismette. From Bas- 
tohee they moved six miles northward 
tofttoUarcy, while from Fismette they
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