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How British and Fren ce
Against the Great German Offensive,

and Discusses the Irish Question. |

o

French Forces Fought

LONDON, April 10.

Premier Lloyd George, in speaking
$a the House of Commons to-day said,
there is 2 lull in the storm, but the
purricane is not over. Doubtless we
gpust expect more fierce outbreaks,

ere it is finally exhausted there
will be many more. The fate of the
Empire, the fate of Europe and the
fate of Liberty throughout the*workd
depend on the success with _whic.h
#e very last of these attacks is Te-
ed. The Government, therefore,
poses to submit to Parliament to-
certain recommendations in order
 assist this country and the _Allies
# ‘weather the storm. They will in-
yolve, 1 regret, extreme sacrifices on
fbe part of large classes of the popu-
ftion, and nothing would justify them
the most extreme necessity and
the fact that we are fighting for all
that is essential and most sacred to
eur national life. Before I come to
circumstances which led up to our
submitting these proposals to Parlia-
ment, 1 ought to say one word as to
why Parliament was not immediately
syummoned. Since the battle began,

the ‘Government hes been engaged al—'

most every hour in concerting with
ghe Allies in the necessary measures
to assist the armies to deal with the
emergency. The proposals which we
intend submitting to Parliament re-
quired very close and careful examina-
jon, and I think there is the advant-

e in our meeting to-day rather than
fmmediately after the impact of the
German attack, that we shall be con-
gidering these proposals under condi-
tiens which will be far removed from
any suggestions of panic. I shall now
seome to the circumstances which have
jed to the present military position.
It is very difficult at this time to
present a clear, conhected amnd reli-
ghle narrative of what happened.

There has been a great battle on a

front of fifty miles, the greatest bat-
tle ever fought in the histery of the

in artillery, they were imferior in cav-
alry, they were ochsiderably inferior,
and what is very important they
were - andoubtedly  inferier .in air
‘craft. ‘The Germans, therefore, or-
ganized their troops sa as to produce
a large number of divisions out of
the slightly smaller aumber of infan-
try. t they had the advantage al-
ways commanded by-the = offensive,
they knew whore they meant %o at-
tack. They chose the ground, they
chose the location they meant to at-
tack. They knew the width of the at-
tack, they knew the dimensions of
the attack, all that invariably gives
the initial advantages to the offensive.
The defence has a gemeral advantage
owing to air observations. At the
same time in spite of =ll1 that, owing
to the. powers of moving troops at
night, which the Germans exercised
to a very lage extent, there is a mar-
gin for surprise even in spite of air
observation and of guns. They had
fewer battalions in a division, and
fewer men in a battalion; that is en-

it remains to be secen whether their
| organization is better than ours. It
is nocessary to-explain that in order
1that the House should realise why,
with approximately the same number
of men, the Germans have a larger
number of divisions on that front. I
should like to say one word here as
to the difficulty which the Allied Gen-
| erals were presented with in this re-
{ spect. While the greatest German
concntration was in front of our
troops, there was no proof that the
full weight of ‘the attack would fall
on us. There was a very large con-
centration opposite the French lines.
There was a very considerable con-
centration—I am referring now to the
German reserves— on the mnorthera
‘ part of our line. After'the batile be-
| gan, or immediately before the bat-
i tle, the Germans by 'night brought

infantry. They were slightly inferior

i

tirely & question of organization, and |k

i

|

ject undoubtedly was the capture d‘
Amiens and the severance of the
British and French forces, so that al+

markable forecast has been verified
in the event. Another remarkable pve-
diction was that it might succeed’ to
the extent of: penetrating the Briffish
line to the axtent of half the ‘dis-
tance of the front attacked. “hey]
came to that conclusion from a ‘©lose
examinalion of the offensives cf war.
There was another advantage ' which g
the Gormans had from having *the in-’
iative, therc was: a further advant-,
age from having a united command
opposite to a dual one. The Germans
undoubtedly relicd wpon this #o a wery
large extemt for their success. They |
owe much of the success :wof tlils at-
tack to this, no hesitation in the
mind of the commander in chief as
to where he will make ‘the groatest!
provision against. With two separate

the problem is a difficult:
one. It is more difficult to adjust’
the balance of risk amd the general!
is always naturally inclined to give
imself and his army the benefit of
any doubt there may be, because if
anything goes wrong there he alone
is to be held responsible to his ewn
countrymen for the safety of 'his
army. Exceptional weather faverad
the ememy's designs, it was both d@ry
and misty. The attack which snc-
oeeded was made on that part of ‘the
line where under ordinary spring
conditions the grecund would have
becn almost impassible. A wounded
officer told a friemd of mine to-flay,
a generel, thot urder ordinary com-
ditions no ono cculd walk across the
part which was traversed by ‘the
Germans at this time of the year, dat
it just happencd to be absolutely @ry
and firm ancd ¢hey walked across
ground which mo ene had any right
to expect at this time of year would
be in that condition. As I have al-
ready stated, it will take some time

donbt“ a g‘o:t _-.:'nitid suceess;.
fact. hm-mm“m'w

most in every detail that wvery res- |

greater mttack on the Allied wrmiies,
Up to fithe present the enemy has un-

gin ‘to bufld; but he has failed so far
in his main object: he failed to cap-
tuive e failed o separate 'the
British armies. But we
¥aoul be guilty Of a grest, it might/
lie a ¥atal error, if we were to under-
. _the gravity of the prospects.,|
Mhe enémy has captured valuable
ground, which is too near Amiens for

sor security, and he has suc-.
wouded for the 'fime béing in Crippling,
one of our great armies.

I will now tell the House something
of the measures adopted by ithe Cab-:
inet to meet the emergency. 1 ‘have!
already explained what was done/
about the French reserves. The Cab-
inet took every step to hurry*up rein-
forcements in order to fill the gaps
in our, armies. No such large .numiers!
of men ever passed across the ‘Chan-
nel in such a &

ey 'was jgreat It ‘was imipossi-
ble to allow the usual leave to visit
‘thelr relatives. It was “with “the’
greatest regret that we found it ne-

to canvdl this, and nofhing
but the gravity of the jposition would
heve Justifiell :so harsh 'a proceeding;
but ‘the troops “Accepted the “position
in .2 manner which is worthy of the
fortitufie, ‘courage andl Ipatridtism
they have shown throughout. There
was &n understantding ‘that ‘boys ‘un-
der 19 wyears would only be used in
case of . We felt -that the:
emergency had arisen, and in so Tar
=as these who "were ‘over 18 years .of
age were goncerned, those who had
already received gix months’ ‘training,
we' felt it necessary ‘that they shouid
e ssent o Framce. As %o the .guns
@and machine guns “which “were -lost,
the numbers are .grossly exaggerated
by the enemy. I am assured that'they
have dlso exaggerated very consider-
#bly the number of prisoners they
have taken. ' The Commmandersin-Chief
assured me dast week that ‘it was .a
gross exaggeration. I am very _glad
to ‘be able ‘to say that ‘the Ministry of
‘Munitions was a@ble not only ‘to re-
glace the' guns anil mmachive rguns,
but that they sstill -have got .a wery
substantial reserve. The same thing
applies to ammunition ‘both in this
country and in France. Our aircraft
strength is greater now than '‘before
the battle, and we :all kmow what
brilliant service .our airmen rendered.

’
| battle ‘eommenced,

{the field, were so convinced,~dand*

.that , Strategic {unity, /that there  was ‘pér
fect agreemeént on the‘appointment of

short time. As they cision that has been ‘taken in Trefer-

price we paid. A few days after the
erdment, but the Commanders

gdmbe "thing applied to ithe KFrenth,—of
the importance . of Mmore ,complete:

General “Foch  to the “supréme ~direc -lf y
tion jof the .gtrategy/of all ‘the Alli

:Armies ‘On the Western front. May I
just say one word éabout General
Foch. It is not, ‘merely that he is one
of the most hrilliant isoldiers in Eu-
rope, but there is this to e 8aidy
“abotit “Him, /Foch’' is - the man who,
when we were attackéd and were in
similar, plight at the first battle of
"'¥pres, rushed the French Ky theére
by exery conceivable expedient, buss-
es, tabs, lories, anything he could lay
Mifs thands upon, ‘he cfowded France's
L divisions ‘Hiirough and helped to *win
the great battle. Thére is no ‘doubt
about {the ¥ and <comradeship of
Gengral “Foch. ‘1 have no doubt that
this arrangement will be carried out
ot mérdly ‘in the letter, but in the;
Fgpirit. Tt was tHe most important e

“ence rto'the ' coming battle.  This stra-
tegic unity, I submit to the House, is
.the -fundamental -eendition -of -victery.
It can only be maintained by com-
plete - cosoperation between the Gov-
ernments ‘and ‘Generdls, ‘and ' by “some-|
thing .more than “thdat, the unmistak-
able ipublic wpinien “behind it. Wiy
do I say that? For this reason: a
generalissimo in the ordinary and full
sense of the term may be impractic-
-able. There-.are three functions which;
a ‘General  wields: strategicdl, ‘tacti-
cal and administrative. What does,
admimistrative ‘medn? ‘It “medns €on-
‘trol of .organization, of appointment
and dismissdl Of'the iofficers and gen-
erals, and ‘thdt‘is a power which “itis
difficult «wr ‘almost “impossible to give
a natjonal army, -therefore, in spite
there -be nét merely good will, but the
knowledge thdt {he “public of France,

sitions -chesen by the Governments
.and .supporting the Governmerts in

sthefr -authority, @nd arrangements |
made ‘will ‘be futile -and 'misclifevous.
I .make .no -apolagy -for dwelling at

| glways félt 'that we were 'losing value

through 'lack 'of :co-ordimation and
concentration. We €
many disasters already through ‘this, |*

‘Chewing gum and cigarettes

_ are‘two tomforts nosoldier or
sailor should be deprived of.
Send both in gensrous ghanti-
ties, -and when yeu send gum
'you ¢an ‘make o mistake in
choosing Adams Black Jack,for

'@ Stick ‘a day keeps “nerves”
away. Every time you buy it

- foryourself, buy it for a soldier.

o = TR S

to ‘Generdls ' 6f anether country. With | &
of all' the arrengements snade, -unless

Great ‘Britdin and ‘Amreriea will-assent (@
hin pocordination send ‘supporting ‘the | g%
authority of the:supreme sstrategic \po- ',

|any ‘@ction they may take 'to ‘assert |

some length upon this point. T have, .
| and effciencdy in ‘the ‘Allied -armies | §
have .sustained |
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! to ascertain the whole facts. At ene
time it was undoubtedly very critical.

The enemy broke through between
our ‘third and fifth armies and there
was a serious gap, but the situation

their divisions from the northern part
of the point where the attack took
place. They also took several divi-
sions from opposite the French in the
same way and brought them to our|

Tntil the whole story of it is told it/
will be almost impossible to estimate’ * : .
fhe service they rendered in retarding | this defect ‘in “our machinery is put: &
the advance of the ‘enemy, in destroy- | right. 1 entreat <the pation a8 ‘a ¥
ing his machinery and in making it i 'whole ‘to -stand united for the united

world. Enormous ferces have been
engaged. There was considerable re-
tirement on the part of the British
forces and under, these conditions it |

and we shall éncounter more unless |

reliminary Noﬁgi;

S TO THE PAYMENT OF
AUGMENTATION PAY T0,
MEN OF THE ROYAL NAV.
AL RESERVE (N.F.LD..

The Government are arrang:
ing through the Militia Depazt.
ent for the payment of Aug

mentation Pay to the men of the the necessary inquiries to find out ex- | by the military staff at Versailles, and R ik wbry dha L : '
: t i sti g ore th @etermimed by ‘this decision. Tn Am-j ;
actly what happened and to furnish|I think it right ip justice to them 10} ok of the British soldier, that Te- | eriva there is & . Vvery oonsidnmlr;llet dcpendence,— (Jospeh Devlin here iin- g
4 terrupted, and small Nationalists)<-as

Newfoundland Royal Naval Re
serve. These payments will be
made from 1st May next and
will cover the period from the
commencement of the war or
from the date of enlistment, s
the case might be. Full instrue
tions as to claims, ard regult
tions as to payments will be
published within the next few

days. LS
4 J. R. BENNETE,

Acting Minister of Militis
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is not easily for some time to ascer-|

fain what actually happened. The
House well recollects the difficulty we
experienced with regard to Cambrai.
1t .was difficult to piece together the
story of the event for some time, and
fambrai was a very trivial event com-
ared with this gigantic battle. 'The
fenerals and their staffs are natural-
{y engaged and have to concentrate
their attention upon the operations of
the enemy, and urtil the strains relax
it would be very difficult to institute

an-adequate explanation of the battle.
However, there are two or three facts
which stand out, and in stating them

I would like to call attention to.twos

things, which I think above all the
yrest, the first is that nothing should
be said which would give information
{0 the enemy, nothing should be said
which would give discouragement to
our own troops who are fighting so
gllantly at this very hour. And the
‘second question is that all reerim-
fnation at this hour must be shut out..
At the beginning of the battle, not-
withstanding the heavy casualties in
1917, the army in France was consid-
erably stronger on the 1st of January,
1918, than on the 1st of January, 1917.
At the end of 1917 up to, say, about
October or November, the German
embatant strength in France was be-
low the Allies. Then came the mili-
fary collapse of Russia, and the Ger-
mans' hurried up their released divi-
sions from tic Russian front and
brought them to the West. They had
8 gertain measure of Austrian support
which had been accorded them. OWw-

zgto the great growth of the strength Dot Agr o g 2o B akotie
_our armies in 1917, when this bat- | remarkable forecasis o e en- | war. I thi t rig at it should be | 1s o0 oa States a definite proposal. We 9 . e dor
fle began the assembled strength of | tions that was ever made. As a mat-| gaid about the army commanded by had the advautage of having the Sec- ;:;?ft;giio::;:fﬂfg" ;tlx?:ng' Xl i

e whole German army on the West-
g1 front was only approximately,
though not quite, equal to the total
eMibatant strength of the Allies in

I front. But it would have been equal-
' 1y easy for them while concentrating
{ troops oppeosite our front to manoe-
uvre them in the same way opposite
the French. I am only referring to that
! in order to show how exceedingly dif-
| ficult it is for Gencrals on the defen-
sive to decide exactly where in their
judgment tho attack is coming and

reserves. 1 may say here that this
problem was considered very closely

point out after a very close study of
the probabilities of the case, they
came to the conclusion, and they stat-

preseniatives and to the ministers in
the month of January or the begin-
ning of February, that the attack
would come south of Arras, that it
would be an attack on a very wide
front, that i. would be an attack on
the widest front ever yet assailed, that
the Germans would accumulate their
reserve divisions for the purpose of
this attack. It was reported to me on
good authority that the Kaiser inform-

them for they have no united com-
mand,” which shows that this was
what they were relying in the main
upon; that although their numbers
were slightly inferior they knew the

to the fact that there was a perfectly
united command and that is an ob-
vious advantage. This was the con-
clusion Sir Henry Wilson, Chief of

time two or three months ago, and
1 think that it was ome of the most

| ter of fact the attack was made up 1
think of ebout ninety-seven divisions.
It was an attack on the widest front
that had ever been engaged. Its ob-

:where they pught to concentrate their

ed their conelusion to the military re-!

ed ex-King Constaptine, “I shall be at

importance that was to be attached |

the Imperial Staff came to, at that

was retrieved by the magnificent con-
duct of our troops. They wetired in
perfectly good order, re-establishing
the junction between the two armies
and frustrating the enemy’s purpose.
The House can hardly realize and cer-
tainly cannot sufficiently thank—ner
can the country—our troops for their
superb valor and the great tenacity
with which they faced overwhelming
hordes of the enemy and clung to
their positions. They retired, but

fuses to acknowledge defeat, saved
Burope. 1 am referring to the whole
army: generals, officers and soldiers.
1 Araw no distinction; their conduct
has been one of incredible courage
and great coolness under the most
trying conditions. I do not think
that any distinction can be drawn be-
tween officers and men, and I am re-
ferring to the British Army, and that
means all. Until the whole circum-
stances which led to the retirement
of the Fifth Army and its failure to
hold the lne of the Somme, at least
till the Germans brought out their
guns, and, perhaps, the failure ade-
quately to destroy the bridges, umtil
all these are explained it would be
unfair to censure. After the retire-
ment of the Fifth Army the French
reserves came up wifth remarkable
rapidity. When their position before
the battle is borne in mind, the speed
with which, when the final decision
was taken as to the real design of the
enemy, the French reserves were
brought up, is one of the most 7Te-
markable feats of organization in this

General Byng, that between the ef-
forts of our soldiers and the loyal as-

sistance givén in true spirit of com-

il s really
may be made

please.

of Good Qus
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difficult for him to bring up his arms
and ammunition. ‘We Teel confident
that our ‘armies, generals and solfliers
will be wguite egual to ‘the next en-
counter whenever it comes. .

T!he next step to which T should like
to ¥all the attention -of the House is
the material 'nd dramatic assistance
rendered by President Wilson in this
emergency, ‘one of  the most import-
ant decisions in the ‘war.
issue of fhe battle might very well be

having ailarge

France i thé*spring. It has taken

organizations. If America awaited
to complete these divisional organiza-
tions, it would not be possible Tfor
these fine troeps in any large num-
bers to take their place in this battle
in this campaign, although it might be
very well ‘the decisive battle of the
war. This was, of course, one of the
most serious disappointments from
which the Allies had suffered.
pended upon it largely to make up the

sons, perhaps for transport reasons,
or reasons connected with the timse it
takes-not merely to train troeps and
their officers, but to complete the ne-
cessary organizations, it was quite im-
possible to put into France the mum-
ber of divisions everyone had confi-
dently expected would be there.
der the circumstances we, therefore,
submitted to the President of the

retary of State for War in this coun-
try within two or three days after the
battle had cemmenced. Mr.- Balfour
and I had a long comversation with
him upon the whole situation, and we
gubmitted to him certain recommen-
@ations, which we had been advised to
make tq Mr. Baker and the American |

those of the Allies. This propesal
was submitted by Earl Reading on be-
half of the British Government *to
President Wilson, andl the President

House to, became more obvious after

the battle than before. The Allied

armies were suffering from the fact
fhat they were fighting as two sep-

In fact thei

nam -of menin ¥ «© P .
ing, ‘::dofhe 2111@5‘:!;:01(03?8&,%;:??;;; 1 am reminded to fight for liberty ;:and "
: American army in'{‘ independence and small nationalities,

: 11 am perfectly certain it is not pos- g

longer than anticipated ‘to train these i
soldiers into the necessary divisional; “You will not get -any men from Ire- ' S

It de- !

defection of Russia. ¥or many ren".claiming no more national right than !

Un- | English.

- | cerncd as the young men of England,
81 scription on the seme conditions as in

+ | wifl put the Act into

! control of the strategieal .aperations
| of our armies at the front. "We know
'how ‘much depends upon ‘unity of ‘con- ||
| centration. We are fighting a ¥ery
powerful foe, who, in-so far as he'has
triumphed has triumphed mainly. be-
2centration of his strategical plans.
{ 1 now come to the guestion of Ire-
!1and. When an emergency hes arisen
1 of fitty and boys of eighteen in ihe
4a.x'my in ‘the fight for Hberty and ‘in- |

1 sible to justify any longer ‘the extlu-
sion of Ireland.

{'land by compulsion, not =& man."),
! What is the position? contimued Mr. |
Lloyd George. “No Home Rule ‘pro-,
posal ever submitted in this House
proposed to .deprive the Imprial Par-

liament -of the power of dealing with|

all questions in relation to the Army

and Navy. These invariably are in @

every Home Rule Bill .1 have ewer
seen, and are purely a question for
the Imperial Parlisment, so that I am

I+was ‘ever claimed in this House. The |
| Defence of the Realm Act was also
| extended to Ireland. The charaster
i.of the quarrel in which we are engag-
| ed is just as much Irish as English,
imay I say it is more =0, it is more |
! Irish, Scotch and Welsh than even
Ireland through its repre-
sentatives at the beginning of the war
assented tg'it. (Mr. Devlin herz in-

| cause of superior unity and the con- i3

which -makes :it necessary to put men

@ir. John ~Dilion: €
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its representative assented to the war,
voted for the war, supported the war.
JIrish representatives
through its roprescntatives, without
a dissenting veice, committed the Em-
pire to this war; they are-as respon-
sible for it as any part of the United
Kingdom. May I just read the de-

end liberties ©of $mall nations, and
the respect and enlargement of the
principles of nationality. Involved in
it is the fate of France, our kindred

and Jreland would be false to her his-
tory and to every consideration of
honor, good faith and self-interest did
she not willingly bear her share in its
burdens and its sacrifices.” \

It is mot merely illegal that Ireland
shouldn’t help, said the Premier, it is
unjust. If 4t were merely Eagland’s
battle, the young men of Ireland might
regard the fact with indifference, dut
it is not. They are just as much con-

therefore it is proposed to. extend con-
As there’s no machin-

tion. ‘Meanwhile wé intend
Parliament to pass a measure for self-
Government for Ireland. . . .. _.|<
" “May T also refer to & speech de-
livered by tho late John Redmond at]:
‘Mansion House, Dublin. When he

H
E T

London T met Cardinal Mercier, andfy(’ars.
took the liberty of promising him then |and to win it we must be re

and Treland, |y oh 1ye1ana woald bring her arms and | throw in all our resources. % e
her strength to avenge Louvain and to | we provose taking to-day may we
uphold and defend the integrity and v v i bb
independence of Belgium, Poland, Al-
sace, Louvain and France. These are
words for the Irish people to think

land, they
(Captain” W. A. Redmond, son of the
late Irish leader, interrupted: “Not by
England.”) Irishmen in Great Britain | pe cause, a grave cause, for deep anx-

which h»ve been addressed to the Do-
minions have produced a fine response.
The Domniiona alreedy have furnished
the Empire- with something
million sp_lendid fighters, and they are ;
each and all taking the necessary steps
to send more. If by any ¢hance or 3
mischance this cclossal battle went
against us, I don't sty the wat will be
over then. It was Great Britain that
fought against arother
miliary dominance
having overthrown the armies of Eu-
ropt had the Continent at his mercy.
e As long as we have a ship afloat we
shall not accept a Géerman peace. But
it the battle is won, as I belicve it

This battle must be won now
The meh

tl}e means of winning the decisive
victory of the war and with these
measures and with the promise of
America we have no fear of the ulti~

are subject to conscription. | mistake there’s no cause for exulta-
tion except in the

{roops.

valour of our
For a long time there will
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