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A SUSPICIOUS OFFER.

On the surface it looks suspicious
that an offer to purchase the street
railway system should he made when
money is so scarce. A street railway
system was suggested and projected
in Edmonton years before the money
stringency began. When first propos-
ed offers of negotiation with a view
to purchase were plenty but for some
time the public at least have not
learned that capitalists have been con-
carned in the matter, even in a per-
iod when they were quite willing to
purchase municipal debentures and
provide money freely for all Linas of
industrial and commercial enterpris:
es. Now, however, when the demand
for money is abnormally great an of-
fer to “relieve’” us of the system is
fortheoming.

There is a very general suspicion
that the money stringeney is not en-
tirely due to natural ‘causes, but that
it has been adroitly engineered by
capitalists and by the banking insti-
tutions they control for the explicit
purpose of enabling them to gobble
up public franchises and secure con.
trol of pyblicly owned enterprises.
If it could be made impossible to con-
struct or complete municipal enter-
prises the capitalist might very well
argue that sooner than do without the
service of those enterprises the mun-
icipalities would, give Lim franchises
to construct and operate them. The
scarcity of money has made it im-
possible to construct or even to com-
plete municipal enterprises; and that
at this psychological moment the cap-
italist comes forward to bid for such
enterprises is pretty good proof that
the money stringency is the gun
which he is holding at- the head
of civie authorities in demanding
their franchises. And for confirma
tion of thi§ we have the fact that
the request for our franchise is made
immediately after the city has tried
unsuccessfully to sell a largz block of
debentures,

On the other hand the fact that
an offer should now be made, or that
a capitalist should now be willing
to mdke an offer, suggests how valu.
able the''street railway franchise is
considefed by‘men fho ought to know
and whe doubtless do know. That
“Mr, :Balfour” nas some closer view-
point than-London it is safe to assume
and that ha is prepared to negotiate
for a c¢ash purchasz of the partially
completed system is all the proof re-
quiisd that- the system promises to
be an immensely profitable enterprise.
Money is now in greater demand than
at any time during the past decade.
The security offered for it is unques-
tionable and the interest far beyond
the ordinary. Capital is not avail-
able for any enterprise which does
not offer the best of security and
promise rién rewards. If the street
railway system was not regarded as
an absolutely sound and an assured
ly profitable concern there would be
no offers to purchase it when the op-
portunities for investment are so
many and the rewards of investment
so ample.

CONDEMNED FOR ENFORCING
THE LAW.

The Macleod Gazette, a newspaper
that has never been friendly to the
Liberal party, tries to make out that
€. 8. Hotchkiss, license inspector for
that district and an official of the
Alberta government, is persecuting
certain people in that town. The Gaz-
ette’s article, which is reproduced,
proves that the enemies of the Gov
ernment are not idle and that the
striet enforcement of tne license law
is one of the weapons used to create
antagonism toward the Government
amongst the element favoring a “wide
open town” :—

“Some time ago License Inspector
Hotchkiss came into town and cal-

ling in the aid of the R. N. W. M
P. proceeded to make a raid on
Chow Sam and the houses of
resulf. - In fact Mr.

trial.

the “action unwarranted, and Mr.

Hotehkiss stated to a representa-
tive of ‘the Gazette, that the matter
had occurred without thought on
his part, and fhat he had no inten-
tion” of being discourteous to the

lq,call authorities.

“Now eomes the raid of the houses
of il fame again, and in our opin-
jon the ~mséthods suzed were con-
While, few towns in Al-
berta can boast of a more law-abid-
ing community than we have here
in Macleod, tha general opinion cof
our leading citizens at the present
time is strongly againit the sneak-
ing, extortionate methods used to

temptible.
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ill
fame across the track, but with little
Hotehkiss did
not ‘even appear at the Chow Bam
We said then that we thought

] filch the fallen sisterhood

much money as pegsible, and with
“hardly a decent regard for law and
justicz2, The prostitutes even have
a reverenca for our laws, and such
methods as were used in this case
only brings our- traditional British
justice into disrepute. We do not
approve of the amended liquor lic-
ense ordimance recently passed, Un-
der the amended act there is no ap-
peal from: a convietion by a non-
license holder and scope is given
grafting officials to enter into all
kinds of malicious persecutions and
other dirty methods possessed by in-
formers and their superiors.

“Do the liecense inspectors feel
that they cannot trust these cases
in the hands of such men as Chief
Rhodes and our highly respected
town magistrate, MacDonnell? These
men have lived here for years, and
have, and do now, hold responsib.e
Why then should the
cases b2 taken out of their hands in
so arbitrary a way? Was it not
that justice was not wanted, and
that convictions was the point aim-
ed at? A convietion is all very well
if it is properly secured, but if se-
cured by zontemptible methods, it
~works against law and order rather
tnan in favor.” ‘
The trouble of the Gazette is not
that the law is not being enforced,
but that it is being enforced and that
where the local authorities do not en-
forca it the license inspectors do so
even at the risk of being considered
“discourteous” toward local officials
whose laxity permits the law to be
systematically and repeatedly violat-
ed by keepers of dens of iniquity. If
the local authorities of Macleod had
enforced the law rthere would hava
been no occasion for the inspector’s
interference. That “he inspec.or is
condemned for interfering can only
mean that the Gazette does nat want
the law enforced—possibly beciuse it
could then condemn the Attorney Gen-
eral for not enforcing it,

positions.

AN EDMONTON PROJECT
Naturally enough the Calgary Her-
ald is displeased at the proposal to
erect a cold storage warehouse in Ed-
monton, assures us that the enterprise
could never be made to pay, that if it
was needed we would have had it long
ago without any assistance from,the
city or the Government and argues
generally: that we are flying in the
face of heaven in trying to disturb the
foreordained condition that Calgary
should bz the be all and end all cf
Alberta.

It may be assumed that the Herald
speaks for the cold storage busine:s
and the cold storage proprietors cof
Calgary. What better. proof -then
could ths people of Edmonton want
that there is profitable business for
such The Herald
and those for whom it speaks would
have concern in the Edmonton
projéct if it had no concern for them.
The measure of their hostility toward
the project-is the measure of the cold
storage business they 'believa they
would loose through the erection-of a
warehous> in Edmonton. That their
aversion ig so strong is the proof of
the volume of business that should be
done in Edmonton but that is now
bzing done in Calgary.

On one point the Herald appears to
be badly in need of information. ' Ii
assume: that the Government bonus
‘s a special favor extended to the Ed-
monton project and not given to the
Calgary enterprises. This of course 1s
erroneous. All the bonus the Edmon-
ton project can get, and all its pro-
moters have said they wanted is the
bonus provided for such enterprises
by the statute passed at last session
of Parliament and which is quite as
available for cold storage wavehouses
in Calgary as in Edmonton.

warehouse here?

no

PERVERTING THE FACTS.

Mr. Foster has been making speech-
es in Nova Scotia, dealing as usual
with the tariff and dealing with it in
about his usual way, According to
the Mail and Empire he told his
hearers in effect that the wicked Gov-
ernment had raised the tax rate and
thus increased the burdens laid upon
the people by their predecessors. Eith-
er the chief Conservative organ has
been misinformed or Mr. Foster has
been guilty of a wilful perversion of
the facts. If so his crime is the great-
er that no one in the Dominion knows
better what are the facts.

The revenue derived from the tariff
is greater now than when Mr. Foster
engineered the fiscal policy of the
country, but -that increase has mnot
been produced by an increase -in the
rate of taxation as Mr. Foster knows

minion. And no man in the~Domin-
jon knows or ought to know quite as
well as Mr. Foster that increases of
tariff in bygone days did not produce
an increass of revenue, He tried it
himself, tried it repeatedly, and an
annual deficit was his reward—a de-
iicit which came to be one of the cer-
{ainties of existenc2 and which grew
with each boost oi the tariff rates.
On the contrary the inecrease in rev-
enue from the tariff has occeurred un-

of es‘

quit as well as any man in the Da.)

cause we had a poliey 6f low tariff,
Generally speaking the tariff stands

Foster and his’ associates tried to eol-
lect and couldn’t. This is a matter
of fact, not of arguraent, and if Mr.
Foster deceifed his audiencs it was
not by specious or mistaken logic but
by deliberate suppression or misre-
presentation of fact,

It is just because the rats.of the
tariff was lowered that the proceeds
from the tariff were increased. Un-
der the system of raising revenue by
tariff the Government does not fix the
amount of taxes the people shall pay.
The Government fixes the rate of the
tariff but the people determine the
amoynt of taxes they will pay through
that tariff. If they do not buy any-
thing abroad the revenue will be nil
and the more they buy abroad the
more the revenue will be. But people
will not buy abroad unless they profit
in doing so. The amount of tariff
revenue which the people contribute
to the Government represents there-
fore the extent to which they have
been bettered in their purses by a
tariff which enabled them to buy
where the goods wete cheaper. The
low tariff gives the public the chance
to buy goods abroad if they want to
do so. The extent to which they seize
the opportunity determines the amount
of . revenue they voluntarily contri-
bute to governmental expenses.

The very purpose of a high tariff is
to prevent importation and its tend-
ency cannot be other than to decrease
the amount of revenue derived by
tariff on imports. The financial
troubles of Mr. Foster and his friends
were due' to the fact that they raised
the tariff rate, debarred the consum-
er from buying abroad and hence pre-
vented him contributing to the rev-
enue from the tariff. The ultimate
goal of this. policy would be a ocondi.
tion of affairs in which there would
be no imports and hence no revenue
from the tariff. The farther they
went toward that ideal the more
nearly they accomplished this condi-
tion of affairs—and it is due to them
to say they journeyed a considerable
distance along the road. Where they
would have wound up is not difficult
to see. There must have come a time
when other means must be.found to
collect the revenue the tariff would
not provide; and the only available
means was direct taxation,

It Mr. Foster would have condemn-
ed the Government for increasing the
tariff, and if he even accuses -them of
increasing the tariff for the purpose of
attacking them, what has he to say for
himse1f? He and the party for which
he stands have been openly and above
board the advocates of a higher rate
of tariff. They have made no bones
about it. And if Mr., Borden is an
authority they now stand for “A fiscal
“policy which will promote the pro-
“duction within Canada of all useful
“articles and commodities that can
“be advantageously produced or man-
“ufactured from or by means of our
“natural resources’ with the interests
of the consumer tacked on as
after thought. Mr. Borden appeals
to thz country to put him in power
on the promise to increase the tariff;
if Mr. Foster has discovered any sud-
den aversion to tariff ineréases it is
his plain duty to communicate with
his leader and to announce that he
will longer be lieutenant to an
heretic. Unless he ‘does so he can be
likéned only to Satan reproving sin—
sin that has not been committed save
by himself and his friends.

NO WOMAN-KILLER WANTED.

The Royal Commission appointed to
inquire into th2 troubdles between the
Bell Telephone company and its Tos
ronto employees reveals conditions of
service imposed on those employees
which must be revolting to public
sentiment. Briefly the Commission-
ers conclude that when it became a
choice between increasing dividends
and sacrificing the health of its oper-
ators the Bell company did not hesitate
to demand the sacrifice that the divi-
dends might be increased. And as this
choice was continuously before the
company the regular conditions im-
posed on the operators were little
than a systematic destruction cf
health for wae sake of gain. In the
words of the report in the “system
“ag practised by the company the ef-
“fort seems to have been to discover
““the breaking point’ and cause the
‘“load given to each operator to ap-
“proach as nearly to it as possible.”
In other words the utmost amount of
work that an operator could perform
without killing her was all the com-
pany demanded.

The conclusions of the Commission-
ers are fairly condense¢d in this par-
agraph :—

“From the testim ny given it would
“appzar that from the manner
“which the Bell Telephone company
““carried on operations during the past
“three years at the main exchange in
“Toronto, where this conflict between
‘“gso-called business and health became
‘“apparent, in many eases, not only
“was the question of health a matter
“of small consideration, but th: man-

an

no

less

in

“agement knowingly permitted the

der a policy of low tariff and just be l"work to 'be continued under condi-
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now at sbout two-thirds the rate Mr.

“tions and in a mann_ér absolutely
“detrimental to the health of its op-
“erators. We believe;that where it is
““a question bétween the money-mak-
“ing devices of a large corporation
“and the health of young girls and
“women, business cupidity should be
“compelled to make way. The evid-
“ence given before us, and the facts
“of experience, as cited, go to prove
“that this is a matter which ecannot
“with safety b2 entrusted to the par-

r“ties concerned, but is one which in

“the interest of the protection of the
“health and well-being of persons en-
“gaged in this form of industrial pur-
“suit callg for legislative interlerence
“on the part of the state.”

Thanks to the enterprise of several
Alberta municipalities in constructing
systems of their own, and to the Pro.
vincial Government in undertaking
the construction and operation of a
provincial system, the methods of the
Bell company are not of such pressing
consequence to the people of Alberta
as they otherwise would be. The Bell
company however has a system in Al-
berta, including both long distance
lines and local exchanges, is extend-
ing that system from timz.to time,
and unless preverited may succeed 'in
establishing local monopolies in cer-
tain districts. In the telephone busi-
ness the first system installed has
nine points of advantage against all
comers. The extending operations cf
the Bell company in Alberta show
that they are fully alive to this fact
and are endeavoring to so entrench
themselves that competing systems
under municipal or government own-
ership may be starved in their in-
fancy. Alberta people are not there-
fore altogether disinterested spectat-
ors of the operations and.methods of
the Bell company.

The methods of dealing with its To-
ronto employeeg will contribute no-
thing ‘to the popularity of the com-
pany in Alberta. On the contrary
they will rally the’people of this prov-
vince more loyally than ever to the
“live and let live”’ systems of the
municipalities and the provincial gov-
ernment. The manhood of Alberta
has neither friendship nor fear for a
corporation that swells its dividends
5y grinding the lives out of Canadian
women.

MR. McCARTHY'’S SLANDER.

The. Calgary Albertan goes after Mr.
M. 8. McCarthy, M®., for saying at a
recent party gathering in that " city
that: “The Conservative party has
“never been beaten in Calgary when
“the ballots wete honestly counted.”

The Albertan peintedly inquires
what Mr. MeCarthy by this
and asks: “Were the ballots not pro-
“perly counted in the provincial elee-
“tions in 19057 Is that what Mr. Mc-
“Carthy means? - No such inzinuation
“was ever madz before, The ballots
“wera counted by Mr. Chief Justice
“Sifton, and the Gonservatives object-
“ed to no-count he'made. Why then,
“two years later, does Mr. McCarthy
“make use of such a detestable insin-
“uvafion. ‘' In the scandal atmosphere
“of a Conservalivé¥0pposition insinu
“ations such as thiz may ba allowed
“to pass, but here we desire to have
“straight statements, What does Mr
“McCarthy m2ans’

The Alberan’s inquiry is entirely in
order. It should be repeated until
Mr. McCarthy proves his charge, re-
tracts it or ad:piis that he has not
the courage to do so, If Mr., McCar-
thy means anything at all he means
that the ballots were honestly
counted in the one victory which the
Liberals of Calgary have won in re-
cent years. He should be made to de-
fend that statement on the platform
and before the public.

As the ballots were counted by the
Chief Justice of the Provinca Mr. Me-
Jarthy’s words can be no less than a
challenge of the honesty of the Chief
Justice. He should be made to sub-
stantiate or retract that challenge in
court.

Wheather the remark was intended
only as an applause-provoker in a
party of friends or as a sample of the
seandal Mr. McCarthy considers to we
political argument he should ke
made to understand that character
cannot be maligned with impunity in
Alberta. Mr, McCarthy has made a
definite charge. He should be made
to prove the charge, to retract it or to
brand himself an irresponsible and a
falsifier.

maans

not

HIS VIEW. -
Mr, M. 8. McCarthy, M.P.,at Calgary :

“And what has the provincial govern-
ment done for Calgary? It has taken
away the capital and the university,
and I know of one member of it who
is doing his best to have the Strath-
cona Horse barracks taken away from
here.”

ON THE SIDE.
Wellman has postponed his Polar
trip to another summer. He prefers
to remain a well-man.

Well it would never do to let Cal-
gary get ahead of us—even in climatic
freaks.

Lipton has again challenged for the
America cup. Nothing like adver-

tising in a time of money stringency.

\

7 It is natural of course that the Cal-
gary Herald should get hat when it
thinks~of a cold storage warehouse
erected elsewhere than in Calgary.

' Now is the winter of our discontent
made perfectly ridiculous by compari-
son with meteorological conditions.

Curiously enough the Montreal Star
is firmly convinced of the moral in-
tegrity of Mr. Hugh Graham.

Chinese servants in Vancouver have
taken to the sgheltered retreats of
Chinatown ustil the storm blows over.
And now the social troubles of the
community will be aggravated by the
pangs of acute indigestion superin-
duce dby experimental cookery.

Not having found the Government
guilty of murder and rapine the Que-
bec coroner’s jury are exceedingly
unpopular with the Opposition press.

Naturally Mr. Borden has no views
on the Jap question until he finds out
whether the pro-Japs or anti-Japs
number most on the voters’ list.

Well, we should have an carly
spring anyway. s

Montreal Herald: While Mr. Bor-
den is busying himself with answer-
ing insinuations, why doesn’t he go
aiter his principal Halifax supporter,
the Herald, for saying ““it is the sim-
ple and damnable truth that as late
as the general eleciion of 1904 Conser-
Vative heeclers were armed with cor-
rupting funds;”’ that ‘““the Conserva-
tive central fund for Nova Scotia was
$75,000;” and that, as some ridings
w"erev hopeless, “in some the outpour-
fhg of money was very great.” He
ought to disprove these friendly state-
ments before he whimpers about be-
ing beaten.

Flour has gone up ten cents more.
Fortunately tne diamond market con-
tinues steady.

, Wellman is about as anxious to ap-
the North Pole the civie
authorities to approach the conditions
of the milk business,

e 1
/proach as

“Arabs lose some_spirit,” is the ap-
propriate heading under which an
eastern exchange publishes a despatch
that a Moor camp was raided.

Sir Charles Tupper declares that
Asiatics. should be admitted free. As
Sir Charles is the political god-father
of Mr. Borden that honorable gentle-

CONSTRAINED TO PRAISE,
¢ (Calgary Herald.) :
__“Rumors have been circulated that
the imvestigation of the alleged lum-
ber combine by the Alberta govern-
ment is not serious, and will not be
prosecuted to a definite conclusion,

‘“While the case is subjudice it
would be improper to comment on the
evidencz or on the method in which
the case is being conducted. At the
same time it may be said that had
the Alberta government not desired
to undertake a prosecution in this
case it would have been comparative-
!y easy for it to evade the issue by
insisting upon the necessity of co-op-
eration by the government of British
Columbia before an adequate investi-
gation could be instituted.  The lum-
ber case is evidently mixed up be-
tween the supply houses and the re-
tail dealers, and from a political
standpoint, there would have been a
color of excuse in the attitude above
defined.

“The integrity of the Government
is pledged to the bona fides of the
investigation and the Herald believes
that the investigation will be thorough
and sincere. Should it result in a vin~
dication of those who stand .charged
with conspiracy in restrain of trade it
will be because such a verdict is in
accordance with the evidenez produec-
ed and not from any lack of desire
on the part of the Attorney General
to reach the bottom of the subject.”

TRIBUTE TO HON. G. P. GRAHAM.

(Christian Guardian, Toronto.)

Unless we very inaccurately size up
the situation, the announcement  of
the appointment of the Hon, Geo, P.
Gralham o the portfolio of railways
and canals in the Dominion cabinet
will be received with very genuine
satisfaction. throughout the country.
Many other ‘names had been mention-
ed, and among them those of men of
character and ability, but we ques-
tion if any other appointment would
have caught the popular fancy so well
as this one. We do know that there
were not a few who were somewhat
uncomfortable until the matter was
definitely_settled, fearing lest this im-
portant and responsible position
might fall into unworthy hands, for
the name of at least one discredited
politician wag prominently mentioned
possibility. Mr. Graham will
give strength to Sir Wilfrid’s govern-
ment without doubt, as he has many
of the elements that go to make up
the popular politician in the better
sense of that term. He will prove
himself also a useful and honored
public servant in the broader field of
operation to whicly he is now called,
for his past record has shown him to
possess the enduring qualities of
straightforwardness and integrity.

as a

THE NEMESIS OF MR. BORDEN.
(Toronto Globe.)

The present political tour of Mr. R.

L. Borden is as like a piece oi Greek

tragedy as anything Canadian life and

—

the innocent that is made to suffe;
Mr. Borden was -not. personally i
volved in the scandals of the Unio,
Trust and of the western lands deql
although Mr. George W. Fowler’s |
ter to “Dear Lefurgey,” instruct
him to “keep it mum, except to B,
den, Bennett, and yourself,” sugs
how the Conservative leader esca
only by the skin of his teeth. He .}
however, escape personal discroed
but the nemesis of the disgraceful ;
ceedings which involved his polit,

i

MR. WATT’S ADVICE.

(Regina Leader.)

The attitude of H. L. Watt, of
Canada Life Assurance Co., tow;
municipal ownership is typical .of
attitude assumed by the great ma
ity of eastern capitalists. He
have the municipalities devote tl
energies to paving and strect-cleani
and other unproductive undertaki

ing, telephones and other product
enterprizes.

Mr. Watt doubtless speaks
ly, from the capitalistic point
but will lifficulty
convincing the west of the wisdom o
his utterance . from
point than his own.

Had Mr. Watt taken the troub
investigate the working of
municipally-owned electric. ligl
he would have learned |
tion of municipal ownership
out under proper administrat
the ratepayer’s viewpoint. He
have lzarned that the peopie
gina pay today 50 per cent. less |
their electric light under municip
ownership than they did four yea
ago under private ownership; that
they get their city lighted practicall
free of expense and are able to show

he have some

any othe

of the year.
Mr. Watt’s kindly suggestion thadt

shell and leave the kernel for the east

fall on deaf ears

THE HAMMER’'S SONG.
(Toronto News.)
Two carpenters across the street
Proclaim by every hammer throb
As plainly as in spoken word

job.

1 b+ hammer sounding on my leit
The truth lets out in leisured way
That he who grasps the
haft
This time is working by the Jday
By the day.
By the day.
By the day.

The hammer ringing to the right

condition could well furnish. Its
chief characteristic is the nemesis that
dogs his course from province te pro- |

man’s reticence on the subject must
be respected.

vince; and, as in the Greek play, it is

That there the man behind the tool
Is busy working by the job—
B’th’job—b’th’job—b’th’jeb.

procure.
quote a few prices -

ANNOUNCEMENT

I beg to announce that having failed to come to a satisfactory arrangement re-
garding my lease, I have decided to discontinue my business.
mence a GREAT CLEARING SALE of High Grade Clothing
Boots, Shoes, and all of the merchandise carried in my stock, which consists
of the best makes of serviceable merchandise that money and experience would

In order to give the prespective buyer an idea of this sale we will

I will com-

1z, Furnishings,

Good Sweaters,
Men's $10.00
Men's $15.00

Men's $12.00 Top Coats, $7.50.

Good Fleece-lined Underwear, good value at $1.25, now 85c. a suit.

/Men's Good Working Shirts, in the following well-known brands:
H. B. K. Diamond Brand, Faultless Brand, King of the Road
Brand, good values at $1.00 and $1.25, now 65c.

value $§§0 to $1.75, now $1.00.
Suits, $6.50. Men's $13.00
Suits, $9.50.

We passed 40 of these Coats
into stock last week. They are a bargain at $1200. They
will be yours at $7.50 whi'e they last.

Suits, $7.50.

This is not a fake bankrupt or smoke sale.

every honest man can do.

Space will not permit to enumerate all the values, but I request every fair-
minded person to call and see for themselves, and my staff are instructed to
treat everybody courteously and gentlemanly whether they purchase or not.

sale, pure and simple, and I take this means to sell my stock to the public as

It is a_clearing-out-of-business

Yours truly,

S. F. MAYER.

S. F. MAYER

EDMONTON, ALTA.
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