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I wished “he

explanation

L poem, |
iristabel would ex- |
ntleman who

{ occupied the |
rediately in

front of me, a fine

middle-aged  person, with an erect

air, scemed to have no Qiffi-|
culty in making out the state of affa

| He smiled
ingly k
ettle

when I tapped Lim upon the

aud nodded with an e
look,
himself comfortably in his seat |
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shoul-
der and said :
\ xcuse me, sir, but what has m--;
{eurred ?  The conductor’s explanation |
| is Chinese to me. What does he mean
ihy the tracks being oiled ?

The
faced me.

gentleman turned about and

Le said,

“to those who have an
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The power

| “It is a simple wmatter,”
courteously,
idea of railroad affairs.
of an engine depends upon the friction
the track—taking

If there
the rails, especially upon
friction,
conscquently the wheels simply spin

of the drivers on
hold, asitis called.
upon

is oil
an
|up-grade, there is no
around upon the tracks without mov-
ing the train.”

“Ah,” said I, “I comprchend.”

“I could illustrate the case by an
event which oceurred to me upon this
very spot some years ago. I have
always thought it a rather remarkable
incident, and perbaps you may find it
80, The circumstance I rcfer to,” he
continued, “tock place during the war,
I was at the time an adjutant upon
Gen Thowas’ staff during the exciting
and momentous campaign in the moun-
tains of Tenncssee. If you remember,
there were many times- when it was
feared that our hour had come, Our
communications were repeatedly cut
off and our whole command in danger
of instant. destruction. It was at one
of these crises that the event I am going
to relate occurred.

“We were at this time intrenched
upon a spur of the hills around Chat-
tanooga, whither we had been driven
by the desperate courage of the confed-
erates. Our own men had fought
bravely and well, but they were ex-

laccept in a few days at most,

| upon his

| under
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turn | G

| Communir

| and another to five it.
[ tried men,
jl'll)) toge
| with

| expeeted to get through alive.

| are going in to make time,
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was left open to us—that of the rail-
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And there was one recource yct left
desperate and almost hopeless one,
true,

“Forty miles to the ecastward of us
lay Stockton's command of ncarly thir-
ty thousand 1

serene 1_: Ulh?(n[l:t;lvll.\

of' our danger and their own.
1l}'
0 occupy a |

left and to farther
orders, Of of the
predicament of the main army, he

ct,

Several
Stoeckton had been directed
in  th

it

before
mountains on
hold

course,

until

unaware

would make no movement to our reli

tions were now cut off and

it secue t

L matter of utter impossi-
)vln(} to reopen them throu sh the heavy
lluwt(\uluuu 8 lay across
| the however, de-
seleeted
for the dangerous but honorable duty
if the attempis

We had to suppose that
the encmy had oot destre oyed the rail- |
road and that if we were not captured

at the

which
Thomas,
termined to try it, and I was

railroad.
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outsct we might get an engine
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pale and | to ¢

lhrr ugh to Kanakia Station,
Stockton lay.
“At 10:30 my orders were

Wd T mount

iven me,

d the engine, which was |

| either to cary me to my death or save |
the

1\1"11}.
but
posal, and in good order, fortunately.
One of our
gineer, undertook to manage the engine
Both were cool,
but as we stepped in the
hands

them

It was not a powerful n

chine, it was the best at our dis-

men who had been an en-

shake
bid

neither of

ther I saw them

ir comrades and

th
1y them

tallow
‘We
and I expect

of

enginecr,

‘‘Put in a couple
said the

extra
cans, Johu,’

the old machine will heat up finely.’
“The cans were stowed away in the
caboose, the cngincer opened the throt-
tl: and impressive
silence in the the
we mcved slowly away
About two miles distant lay the fiist
battery which the enemy had thrown

valve, amidst an
crowd surrounding

gtarting point,

up to command the road ; beyond that
were several more, to say nothing of
the picket lines scattered along the
tracks. So you see we were to run a
pretty warm gauutlet,

“We had proceeded but a very short
distance when there was a flash and
report from _the shrubbery skirting the
road and a bullet crashed through the
window of the cab. An outpost had
already discovered us and had given
us a fortaste of what we were to cxpect
further on,

“‘Let her out!’ I said to the en-
gineer, ‘Thereis no use in trying to
hide oursclves. Speed is our only
chance now.”

“Very good, sir!" replied the engia-
eer, opening the valve as he spoke,
The cngine bounded like a spurred
On we went, swayed from side
until it scemed as if we must
jump the track, Meanwhile our friends
a'ong the road were not idle, Bullet
after bullct whistled by us; but fortn-
nately, what with the darkness and
the rapidity of our motion, none of
them reached us,

“We had now arrived in sight of
the first “battery. By the lights mov-
ing hurriedly along the parapet it was
obvious that our approach was expect-
ed, As we passed abreast of the bat-

horse.
to side,

hausted with long warehes and con-
stant action, Our stores had run Jow/

tery it gave us its first compliment in
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said the enginecr grimly.
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otherwise.’
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nan, sententiously,
““John is right,’

“You

1t behind

explained the en-
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jump aad pound the and, if' you
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of them bits of iron, you won’t do any put her at her full speed, to get off the

more
that,’
“Not in this world,

firing,

any way,’'

my boy, Ican tell you! } un(L al
1
1

re- |
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»Lhml us can wln her

ther. Se, .sThk that en
level best,

ve can’t even let her out to forty miles

sponded the fireman with saturine hu-| \vll!h ut  danger of a smash-up.’
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mor, 't tell what T may do in the
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men in the f
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folded my arws and looked, Mtowards the

face of snch danger sl

away own rising tremor,
5 evide an‘,’ preparin
give ns It came in
conical shot, with
that it whizzed within a
foot of the carried off the
bell, which fell with a clang among the
bushes.

anuther salute.
of

aim

the shape a £0

true an

boiler and

““Thank you,” said the
we didn't need the bell
You can use it yourself tc
ring to dinner with.

engineer
with a grin;

anyhow

“‘By this time we had passed out
of range of the first battery and were
under the

had been

guns of two more. + These

works constructed to com-
mand the junction of cur road with
another There

and as we

running south. was
also a station at this point,
whirled by I saw an engine standing
upon with up. I

a number of men run-

a sliding
it of

ning towards it,

steam
caught sigz
as well as others busy
stood ne
they were at I could

id

ar 16, What
not make out, for
we passed them like a flash of light-
At this the bat-
which had probably reccived
telegraphic

o1
pen

with a car which

ning. moment,  too,

teries,
notice of our approach,
d fire on us und for a moment the
air seemcd to be alive with shricking
iron, ¢

““More fire, John,” cried the engin-
‘ram her full to the doors,

eer or it's

where | all up with us.”

“The fireman st oped. to obey, but
at that upon
the caboose and burst within three feet
of us. and
alive I fail to
when the smoke and
I found the top of
a portion of the cahoose
the
floor

moment a shell struck
It was a ten-inch monster,

how any of us
As
dust cleared

the cab gone,

torn off and

LS S(‘ll)ll"‘l
see. it was,

away,

in a

brok-

fireman lying

heap on the with his arm

en.
‘I'm

groaned,

knocked

‘and who's

ont, William,'
to fire her

he
for the
rest of the_ trip ?’

61 will,

manage it.'

said I, ‘T think T can

“After placing the poor fellow in as
I

seized the shovel and began my new

comfortable a position as possible,

duties.
“By this time we had passed out of
now and
sent a sullen shot
our direction as a parting evidence of
their good-will,
“‘We are safe,’
of relief ¢

works.

range of the battcries, which

then, however, in

I said, with a sigh

‘that was their last line of
The road is clear before us,”

“ T hope so, sir,’ responded the en-
gineer. ‘How’s your fire, John ?’

“‘Very bad, William," groaned the
firewan ; ‘but that ain't the worst of it,
We ain’t through with the trouble
yet.

“‘What do you mean ?’ I asked.
“The scouts say that there are no
troops beyond wus, except our own at
Kanakia Station.’

“But they're following up,” replied
the firemen, ‘They are after us hot
and heavy.’

“T looked at the engineer, under the
impression that the poor fireman wag
in a delirium with his injury.

‘““‘He’s right, captaln,’ said the en-
gineer, listening intently.  ‘Sure as
‘fate they have pulled out that engine
we saw at the -junction, and are chas-
ing us.’

“‘But there is no possibility of their
overtaking us,’ I replied.

“¢T don’t know about that,’ he said,
gravely, ‘That eogine is a heavy one,
and T have secn her make a good fifty
miles with a train bchind her. This
one is a light machiue and I cant prom-
ise more than forty at most. Besides,
they have the advantage of us in the
fact that they have a car attached and
we are running alone.
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# 1 should  suppose that our light-
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1amed | stroyed by Charybdis,
aud T|killed
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| the breathing of an imprisoned giant.

“I ncw comprehended the extent of
| our peril,

We had only run the gaunt-

reckless bravery of the mn‘ let of Seylla to be more effectua lly de

To
by a roundshot from the fort
would have been at least a soldier’s
ath, ‘

de To be run down and picked
like

to put it mildly, a decidedly

ttling accounts

As for surrender, 1

coolly ducks on a puddle was,
,m-\
with the |

am certain

undig
fied way of se :
world.
that neither of my comrades the
of it as a~means
than Tdid. A sacred trust,
the fate of an“army, perhaps of a na-
had placed with us. To
yield it to any but the skeleton hand of
Death itself was a notion which had not
cntered our he then, life
that hung upon thci
issue, and it was with such sensations as |

of escape any more

involving
lin'ly

been «

It was,
and more than
come to few men’s experience that we
listened to the dull roar of the ap-
proaching engine,

“Meanwhile
was ot idle,

machine
I had kept the furnace

The stcam, pent up
in the boiler, groaned and wheezed like

our own littl

at a white-hcat,

The wheels spun around the
hing from side to side, until
mon.cnts when the

engincer peered with a startled eye out

upon

there were ever
of the side window at the complicated
mechanism below
trestle-br

faw  eme

s we passed over
a long
marzh T

ows

e across a wide
ng from the shad
at the other end the black form of

the pursuing engine,

followed by the |
car through whose lighted windows ¢ \‘
of visible.
Here we had a momentary advantage

erowd armed men  were

|
for, desperate as our encmies might be, |
their engineer dared not carry his|;
weighty engine over the light frame- l
work as rapidly as we had g It
was but a trifling gain, however, for
once on the solid road-bed in the
monster came on at redoubled speed.

“‘More fire, captain,’ uttercd the
engineer at this moment ; ‘on this orade |
we must do our best or it will be all
over in five minutes,’

“T opened the furnace door and be-
gan shovelling in the coal. Upon the
instant there was a flash and report
from the cab windows of the pursuing
enzine, and a rifle-ball smashed the

k in our eab, within an iachi of the

wer'’s head.

*The flimes give them a fine mark,’
observed the engineer calmly. ‘That
ball was meant for me, and but for the
swaying of the engine it would
hit, &

“I completed my task as speedily as
postible and closed the furnace-door. |
We were now in darkness again, and if
a ball reached us it must be by acei-
dent.  Our enemies made no further
attempt, however ; confident, doubtless,
of 1unning us down very shmtly Aud
welk they might be.  We had ten miles
yet to run before - reaching a point
where they would themselves be in
danger of eapture or destrnction from
i During

ne.

have
too,

our own divi-i n at Kanakia,
the last ten miles they had deercased
the distance one-half, and running as
we now were, it would be all up with
us in five miles more.
¢ ‘Is there nothing
asked anxiously.

“Pitch something on the track,”
said the fireman from his corner,
‘Maybe you can cawch their wheels.
Try one of the fire-bars.’

“4Itis a goo! idea, John,' replied
the engineer. ‘Perhaps you had better
make the expe riment, captain.’

“1 seiged one of the heavy bars, a
piece of metal as thick as a crowbar
and ten feet long, and, clambering over
the coal in the cnboose, leaned down
and dropped the bar as nearly as T
could across the track. Heaven for
give me; but with what iuterest- I
waited for some crash or outery which
should signal the destruction of our
pursuers. In a moment more there
was a sharp eclang along the rail be-
hind us, and a crncklmg among the
bushes lmmg the road.

“ ‘She has kicked it off,” said the
engineer. ‘Try my heavy overcoat.
I've known a picee of cloth like that to
get among the wheels and jam them so
that yon couldn’t stir them an inch.’

“I did as directed, The garment
foll across the track, and exactly where
the forward trucks could strike it.
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have been |

| ed

| the
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get it out,’

may work all nig
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all

happen-
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. bursuit rapidly died aw d we

gan to breathe freer kad now

reached a point within five miles of
Kanakia ; in
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“Now,’ said my companion in an excit-
ed tone,” lean over and pour your tallow
carefully upon the track as we go along,
Don’t waste a drop and don’t leave a
foot of rail nnoiled.”
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“J Jooked back and saw that our pur-
suers had just reached the oiled section
of the track. Their own momentum
carried them forward some distance ;
then there was a harh, whirling sound
and a furious escape of steam. All was
plain to me now. On the up grade the
driver, finding no resistance on the oiled
tracks, simply whirling around without
bearing the engine onward a foot. It .
was a3 helpless as a hamstrung elephant.

“At this moment a shot was fired in the
road before us, and a hoarse voice com-
manded us to halt,  Well aware that we
were now among friends, oar engine
was stopped, and the facts explained to
the officer in command of the detatch-
ment,

“There is little more to relate. Our
pursuers and their engine were neatly
captured. Stockton’s division made a.
forward movgment, and relieved Thomas
and his army from their perilous position.
As for myself and my biave companions,
we were not forgotten, and I am glad to
say that the inventive John, whose time-
ly suggestions had saved our engine, and
perhaps our army, left the service with
the rank of captain in the Engmeu
Corps.”
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