BEGGAR'S ARTIST.

LIVES IN A CELLAR AND PAINTS
SIGNS FOR MENDICANTS.

basement.

‘When the Writer paid a visit to this
unique studio the other day, the artist
was found sttired in u pair of overalls
wnd & greasy wooleu a8 guiltless
of ornamentation at neck as was

UNCLE SAM’S AUCTION SALE.
Aunual Disposal of. the Accumulations of
the Dead Letter Office.

One of the queerest *‘institutions’
of the national capital is the annual
slearance sale of the dead letter office,
in which a vast accumulation of articles
gone wstray in the mails is sold to the
bighest bidders. The auction house
where it is held is continually crowded
with excited men, women and children,
aud beside it the bargsin counters dur-
ing the holidays are as havens of rest,
for when Uncle Sam goes into the junk-

business great things are expect
:ld:.ap‘. in the church fair raffle, you
puy & small amount of money and trust
to luck to get back more than its value.
The articles, previously listed in
wholesale sart of way, are tied up in
bundles of from three to a half dozen
and ‘‘unctioned” for what they will
bring, the average bids ranging between
10 cents and & dollar.

Nobody is permitted to examine the
g00ds before purchasing, and no money
is refunded 0 the dissatisfied. Every-
body hopes to pull a genuine plam from
the pie in the shape of a diamond ring,
u silk dress pattern or a silver teapot,
and although comparative bl are
the rule, there is always the possibility
of a prize. For example, the auctioneer
holds up one of these odd shaped bun-
dles, listed “pictures, underwear, mu-

(Going—going—gone—for
90 cents to & dapper young gentleman
who was caught by the word “‘cigar. "
He opens it on the sport—an unwise
thing to do if one objects to good natured
ridicule—and this is what he finds: Six
cigars, broken into bits with so strong
an odor that one wonders bow & sledge
bammer could bave done it; underwear
—a female 10 cent **jersey;"’ pictures—
# collection of uewspaper cuts designed
for amusement of some small child.
The lot would be dear at & quarter and
is of 1o use to the buyer.

In the dead letter office proper—that
charnel house which swallows nearly
balf & willion missives every wonth—is
is positively harrowing. More than 40
bushels of photographs have accumu-
lated there, awaiting the annual crema-
tion. There ure tresses of bLair enough
to stuff a dozen mattresses, grandmoth-
ers’ silver locks and babies’ golden curls,
many no doubt cut from dead brows,
and small sums of money which poor
workmen send home 1o feed their wives
and little ones, and servant girls save
from their scanty wages for needy par-
ents—gone to Uncle Sam's rich puree,
not because the United States wants it,
but because the senders’ writing or or-

TN
il

was beyond mortal ken., It is

“ bard to realize that in this land of

schools, at the close of the nineteenth
century, there are so mauy people so
ignorant or so careless as to send several
millions of letters a year without stamps
or addresses or with addresses which no
man can wmake out. People seem to be
#0 intent on what goes into the letters
that they forget all about the superscrip-
ton. It is estimated that $4,500,000 in
drafts and $80,000,000 in cash is receiy-
ed every year through dead letters. 2-In-
disnapolis Journal.

COST OF A TRAIN.

The Expemse and Profits of Travel om
English Rellway Lines.

How many people who travel in trains
ever think of the cost of running them?
It will probably surprise most peop.
who have traveled from London to_Ed-
inburgh to know that every mile of the
journey costs the railway company over
balf & crown. The cost of the whole
journey from the English to the Scotch
capital is £50.

The average cost of runiiing a train
in England is 2s. 7d. per mile, so that,
the fare being reckoned at Id. per mile,
& train with less than 81 passengers for
€ach mile is run at a loss. There are

few trains, however, that do not carry
more than this number of passengers,
aud many of them carry the number
doyl many times over. It is neces-
sary frequently to run trains that do not

IF.

What to me are worlds of splondor
1f the splendor of thine eycs

What are days without thy presence,
What the zights without thy care,
What to me aro joyx of-heaven
If thou art not there?
Passion’s kiss on red lips dieth
1f the red lips' kiss is cold.
Beanty is the lily's perfume
Till the buds unfol
Thiere can be no strain of musio
Till the player to
And the master's thiught is silen
Till it finds the word.

Worlds would darken into ruin

~Elnily Setoer iy Boston T
SPOONS.

The Date of Their Origin Usknown, Tney
Are So Very Ancieat,

1f you desire to know abont the scar

ata on the hitto

1y of spoons, tuke down your handbooks

and eneyclopedias and sce if it doesn’t

u & loug while to learn anythig

ing their origin, *nativity,

In fact, the antiquarians do not

pretend to give us anything of value iu

that 1 1t is admitted that they are

uncient,” but just exactly how

old they are and by wlom and where
they were first used i

¥
Creighton says, *‘Spoons must
have been a very ancieut invention, for
 Suxon spoon of porforated silver gilt,
oruamented with gems, was found in &
grve ut Surre, Thauet, "
When forks were uuknown, spoons
eIy ilaportant part ut the ta
poons of (he thirteehith century
und even later, had handles terminat
ing in a knob, knot, ucorn or ether odc
and - cumbersone ices. About the
period of the tion, of which s
tuuch is said in Engiish history, & great
chauge was/made in the forms of
spoons. In some of the unique patterns
" part was divided into two,
© and even four d the han
plit or twisted and turned
of down and back. Speons
of that pericd were all blunt instead of
being poiuted us in the forms geuerally
seei at pres They continued «
and blunt down to the time of e
, wi first made point
and be bandles turned down in-
stead f
year 1500 what were
ostle
were
ures of the 12 a
carved upon  their handles
genorall; 1 by spousors to children
at their time of baptism. The wealthy
presented the eutire 12, those who could
not afford to indulge in sach extrava-
g ug oue or more, accordiug as

und remurkable

perbaps is 4 “coro

. ' prescrved among the

r rcyal relics in the tower of Lon-

The Lowl is of gold and thé han-

bandle is split down

t with kinds of

¢ relic is valued at

about £20,000, or vpward of §100,000.
—5t. Loais Kepal

Chiza,
has always been
e large deposits of
** but he used to im
were under the eontro
of ‘evil spirits, and he thercfore woule
not touch them himself nor allow any

cuse has been brayed out of him by
recent events—the war and the practi
cal cuterprise of the Russians in his ter
. bundant and
found all over the coantry and will have
t important influence in it
ent. The climate,
graphical situation anchuria an
favorable to the maintenance of a large

pay—usually in thinly coun-
try districts—but for every train run at
 loss probably 100 are run at au enor-
mous profit.

Take, for instance, the journey from
London to Edinburgh, which costs the
railway company £50. The average
number of ‘‘through’’ passengers in
these trains is probably 60, in which
case the total fares would be nearly
£100—a clear gain of nearly £50. When
it is remembered that these trainsrun
several times w day, and every day in
the year, it will be understood what an
enormous revenue a single line yields in
the course of 12 months. Supposing the
average number of passengers to be 60,
the midnight train from Loudon to Ed”
inburgh yields over £20,000 for divi-
dend in & year!

The longest railway journey in the
United Kingdom would probably be
from Penzauce, in Cornwall, to Thurso,
in the north of Scotland, « distance of
over 1,000 miles. A frain -running be-
tween these two places would exhaust
an ordinary clerk’s salary for a whole
year, the cost being no less than £138,
w~London Tit-Bita,

To Grow Teeth.

A Moscow dentist has solved the
problem of supplying the human mouth
with false teeth which will grow into
the gums as firmly as natural ones. Dr.

P an population,
the root of which, in many races inter.
blended through many ages, is already
there. With a Russian railroad ranning
through the country and Port Arthur
as the ontlet and irlet of its commerce,
a new chapter of its h

opened, and the humdrum

it has pursued sinee the days o

Khan, anil us much farther bac

ive and enterprising one, giv
“T 4 new status in the world and »
ation to its affuirs. —New York
Religions Tn New
The New Zealand Gazette
cepsus tables dealing with *
of the People:
tal population, 702,238 gave
on the i
d 281,166; the Presbytorian
Methodists (cf all kinds), ove
L0005 Roman Catholics, over 97,000
The other sects come- far Lelow
figures.  Unitarians namber 375, **
Father's Church " numbers 80,
“‘esoteric Christian,’" oue
7 siuner saved 1
*‘Christian freethi
One is a **Bible freethinke

16,000 objected to state their positio.

A Sudden Change of Mind.
She—Does my refusal really pair
you?

He—Yes, it does. T was so sure. yor
would tell me *‘Yes™ I actually wager
ed $100,000 that you would marry e

**A hundred thousand dollars? Well
Iwas only joking. When shall it I+
dear?'—Boston Traveller.

The five principal fortresses in Bul
garia are at Rustchuk, Silistria anc
Widden on the Danube, Varua on the
Black sea, and Shumla in the intericr,

Edinbusgh 1s 8,876 miles northeast
of Washingtem.

A Widow and Daughter in Blue

An old man gazed on & document
Given him by a census taker,
A nephew saked hita the resson why
He slobbored all over the paper
Listen, he said, T ana will, tell youlad
A story, that's strange but true,
My fathcr and I at & picnic once met
A widow and daughter in blue,
1 macried that widow in blue, Ind,
Remember now what I've said,
My father got mad, said he my Iad
To your daughter now ['ll get wed.
To my step daughte: in blue, lad
Who took my father's name,
Became my mother, I married her mother
Now who in thunder’s to blame?
My father is now my step son,
My father is now my son.in law,
For he married my daughter, but he had
u't oughter,
For that makes a  daughter-in. law.
My daughter ismy father's wife, lad,
My wifeis my fathe ife’s mother,
And if that's the case, what a disgrace,
For I married my own grand-mother.
Tam father in law to my father now,
T'll leave it to you, ain‘t I right !
For I married the mother of the daughter
That married my fatber that night,
My wife is my father's mother-in-law,
My facher is a son to his son.
And I'm in s fix and am terribly mixed,
If I ain't I'am a son of & gun.
We both became parents one day, lad,
1bad a son, he had  daughter;
Now 1'm the brother of his daughter,
For my step mothér ismy step daughter
My son is my mother's brother, lad.
He is also my father's step brother,
« Aud my own wife, you can gamble I'm
right,
Ts my little sister's grand-mother.

Littlo Nine. "

Muny appear to think that it Is only
important to keep ene’s self from
grievous sin. If one. does that he is
white enough, they say, for this world.
The little sins which are so common,
what matters it whether we endeavor ta
guard against them ormet? God iy
lenient. He will not treasure them up
against us. He knows we are human,
and do not the little sins, these almost
colgrless acts from which angels, and
angels only, of all ereated beings, are
free, simply show the weakness of our
humanity ? This is” dangerous plead.
ing. Sincan never be anything bus
offensive in the sight of God and the
heavenly host. The greater and mora
continuous, the more offensive; tha
less grievous, the less offensive. Thera
ure uo white sins, If aj thoughs
is white it is not a sin & sin it
is not white, If we are to give an ac-
count for every idle word, if we are to
keep ourselves unspotted from the
world, if we are to have pure raligion
and undefiled, we mustnot indulge
loose motions about sins which are
allowable and sins which are not
allowable. If there is & divine law
against an act, that act is sin; and if
we hold to the contrary we impeach
the wisdom of the Almighty law-giver
and accuse Him of making laws arbi-
trar nd without reason. It may be
that, with all our watchfulness, we
shall not always avoid these lesger
offenses; but it is certain that we can-
not expect to live lives pleasing to God
if we excuse ourselves from obedience
t0 the jots and tittles of the law on the
ground that obedience or disobedience
wakes little or no difference.

The GREAT TWINS

AND

K.D.C.PILLS

Relieve and Cure
The Great Twin Ills

INDIGESTION and
CONSTIPATION.

Write for samples, testimonials and gusrantee
K. D, C. COMPANY, Limited,
7 Sree
127 suu :

e G 3
Nova Scotia —8nd —

MUSIC.

Geo. B, Falkners,
Manufacturers’ Agent and importers o
PIANOS and ORGANS

Dealer in
BAND_INSTRUMENTS. SHEET
MUSIC BOOKS, ETC
Togjis Street, Truro, N. 8

Dr. M. G. Atkinson,
\SPFCIALIST
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat

Has removed his Office to his residence
Truro Dispensary
b

next door east of the
ce street.
Truro, Nov. 796
‘Wm Brown.

(Successor to J. C. Mahon).

Wholesale Wine and Spirit Merchant.
Direct Importer of
Ales, Wines and Liquors of all kinds. Guin
Ale in stock.

our Stout and
Railway Eaplanade, TRURO, N. 8

Stanley House.
lNGmeEEr_, TURO, N. 8.
ot weie B j Testek wtl

Iy i
rooms. Contains thirty large,
e I =

A.S,MURPY, - Proprictor.
TERMS—81.50 PER DAY. -
Telephone. Hot and
baths. it

Electric light. cold

A CLEAN

the first choice.

Men’s Overcoats.
Overcoats, Heavy Tweed Lined.
A Clean "Sweep $4. 25.
$8.50 Heavy Mac-
Kinan, very worm aud dur?ll- m

Navy Blue only.
A Clean Sweep. $6.50.

a few size only Beaver and Englith
reizes

A Clean Sweep 25 per e. off

Mens Trousers,
pairs assorted all wool Tweeds,
A Clean Sweep $1.50,
00 One hundreh
Clean Sweep. $2.35.

Mens Caps,

Strom caps intweed
Beaver, and Scotch Knitted, from
Bc. $1.50,

A Clean Sweep 50c,

Top Shirts.

Underwear,

A Clean Sweep.

Woollen Srck,

ust

Throughout our Furnis
partments, no goods
al during this

SWEEP.

FOR 10 DAYS ONLY.

In these ten days there must be a clean sweep from one
end of our store to the other.
one thought will reign supremie in our business.”
Go-go—-go— out-out—out-will be said to every piece
of merchandise. Regular prices have alrea y gone
out, and will stay out during this 10 days sale. Our
stock must must be reduced to fully one third before
we take inventory the end of this month,

For these ten days

These are plain cold facts—and many customers will
profit by them. To-day is the first day and affords

Here are a few examples of

the other hundreds, :

Mens Ulsters.

T
85,50 Black Beaver | GreA and Black bnlrwiln. regural,
Pprices from, $5.50 to $13.00,

Storm Coats, Great Coaty,

Fawn, hrown

£7.00 Slnrm&nnl
lean

golon Coats are now a A

25 per c. off.

§11, £12 Overcoats, R”{el‘s.

In Noy, Pilot and

freizs, a few sizes of each. A Clean
Sweep 25 per c. off,

$200 Two hunirea | Chrildren O'coats.

Blue, Brown

2200
and Grey mixed Tweeds. A Clean
Sweep $1,99,

$3
pairs 1-;.‘1. and Worsieds, asorted | g ens Suits,

12.00  Winter

3
Weight ann double-breasted  large
wssortment of
Sweep X

patterns’ A

$10.00 ¥ine bne-

ineas suiu, the choice of all of them
now. A Clean Sweep, $7.30.

A Clean Sweep. GLOVES, Y
MITTENS,
CARBIGANS.

A Clean Sweep. at 12} per c. A GLEAN PWEEP, ‘

and Hat De-
sent on approv-

accompanied by cash. Money refunded
purchase is not satisfectory.

PHILLIPS §
The Ciothier

HOLIDAY

CABINETS
Matt or GI 7
or Glossy

.

17 INCLES

PRICES.

-
PHOTOGRAPHS

$3.00 per Dozen.

Family Groups At Home made day
evening at the customers own home or
far superior to_groups made
in the stutio,

CAL AND SEF SPECIMENS:

CHAS, A. MCLENNAN,

-

= TRURO.

= %'}*v.:

g 95
: F

s
A




