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i maitive which might be advoeated with the
greatest skill and ubility. As we glance
down the list of names before us, it is im-
possible not to see which party. would
usually possess that advantage. Awong
the High Church spokesmen are several
learned, dexterbus, and emipent controver-
sialists, deeply committed to Ritualisin, and
most zealous v its support.  Awong their
twenty-two colleagues there are few capable
of contending with them in argument, and
fewer still prepared to demand as much on
the one gide as'they would demand on' the
other. Since there is an irresistuble gravi-
tation towurds compromise in all confer-
ences of this kind, we cannot shut our eyes
to the probable consequence, The tendeney
will be to settle each disputed point on u
basis favourable to Ritualisw, and to deviate
in tuat direction from the via media of
long estublished . usage in the English
Chureh. Such a verdict may be right, or
it may be wrong, in law and reason, but if
it be delivered by a jury suspected of having
been pucked it will be worthless, or * worse
than worthless. s * * *

It would have been far better had it
been possible that no pronounced, Ritualist
or anti-Ritualist should have been placed
on the Coinmission. The next best thing,
however, to an absence of ali prejudices is
an equipose of prejudices, and this ‘equi-
poise should at least have been secured by
by the Government, If cither party was
to be over-represented, it- certainly ~ought
not to have been the one which, numbering
but a small minority of the clergy, num.
bers but an infinitesimal fraction of the
laity. It is said that Ritualism boasts of
commanding 2,000 pulpits ; an estimate
which is most likely excessive, Now, the
Chorch of England musters about 20,000
clergymen, and making every allowance for
indifference und timidity, the pre-umption
is that fully 10,000 are non-Ritualists, if
not anti-Ritualists, by conviction. But
we entirely deny that Ritualism is an ex
clusively or mainly clerical question. It
i8 for the supposed edifiation or mystifica-
tion of the people thatall these practices
are borrowed from the ceremonial of the
Romigh Church and foisted into our Pro-
testant system of worship.  Yet to most
English congregations they, are, and, it ex-
perience proves anything, ever will be, ut-
terly distasteful. It is only in great towis
and ‘espectdlly in . the metropolis, where
there is yast floating population of clureh-
goers, that Ritualism acquires even an ap
parent popularity, chieflly due to its novel-
ty and sesthetic attractions.  Fashionable
people in Liondon flock to churches in which
Ritualistic developments are to be seen
in . the gredtest perfection, just as they
might floeks to hear a remarkable’ preacher.
1t would be us reasonable to fancy that all
Mr, Spurgeon’s hearers were converts to
Bupjist doctrines as to fancy ' that all ‘the
specpators in a Ritualistic.church were eon-
oonverts.to Ritualisn. - Were the Commis-
sion , to -report .ever so cmphatically ‘in
fayour of the vestments and ornuments
abandoned at -the Reformation, it would
not guench in a single parish that usntipa-
thy to muwmery and symbolism which
seems to be a purt of our national charac-
ter.  The  significance of isolated fuocts,
whieh purport to show the progress of Ri-
tualism among the working classes, appears
to have boen ludicrously exaggerated. It
is not by slight evidences of success under
very peculiar circumstances that we are to
be eonyinced of so portentous a phenome-
non as & popular reaction towards Roman-
ism iy Boghnd, and that, too, when the
power of Rowanism ig being rupidly under!
mined in Catholic countries. Whilé edu-
eated minds reject with scorn the elaims of
priestly authority, the common people de-
test Popery as cordially us ever, and regard
Ritaalism as Popery in disguise. Beciuse
they wo longer maltreat priests in the
streets, or carry their Protestantism t6: the
length of rioting, credulous foreigners are
led to believe that England is ripe for a
return to Rome. If anything can effect
ually dissipate this delusion, it wili be the
inevitable effect of any attempt, woder pre-
tence of extending clerical libe'rty, o reim-
pose on Protestant eangregations & yoke
which ngither our fathgrs nor we have
been able to bear.

(From the Daily News.)

When the Government promised to issne
a Royal Commission on Ritualism, it was
very generally understood that it would do
s0 a8 a step towards legislative action. The
Commission, it will be remembere , was

opinion. It is important to consider what
must be the consequences of Lord Derby’s
course of action in this matter. Tn the
first place the Ritualists have gained a
ear. The subject has been before Par-
iament for several months, but its practi-
cul congideration has been put off by the
Government, and now the Commission can-
not report in time for legislation to take
place thissession. The next result will be
an additional sanct'on obtained for Ritual-
ism, The Commission cannot and will not
unite to present a single common report.
It will produce at least two, more probubly
three, or four, or six. The Rev. T.'W.
Perry, of Brighton, is a determined Rit.
ualist, and the Bishop of Oxford and Mr.
Hubbard are among the staunchest protec-
tors of the gchool, while most of the Coni-
mission are of a ‘type of Churechmanship
which forbids them to diszountenance the
extreme development of = ceremoniulisin,
except on grounds of prudence. No con-
demnation of priestly aassumptions, no as-
sertion of Protestunt principles must be
looked for from such a body, which i more
likely to give Ritualism the strongestsup-
port it has hitherto received. Neither the
name of the Earl of Shaftesbury nor that
of the Archbishop of York is on the Com-
mission, it being understood that the Peer
and the Prelate both declined having any-
thing to do with it. If so, we cannot help
thinking that they exercised a sound dis
cretion,  Between the principles of the
Ritualists and those of Protestantism there
can be no possible compromise, and -the
fact may_as well be recognised now us
twelve months hence. In the meantime,
the Government is playing into the *hands |
of the Ritualistic party.

(Prom the Record.)

The character of the Ritualistic Commis-
sion may be“réad in the names of its mem-
bers. “ No' ope,” said the Guardian,
“ will complait that the Ritual Commission
is not numeroys enpugh ; no one will say
that it is not p:u&iw[ore.l. It flames with
the most flaming *hueés, relieved by patches
of neutral tint. Indeed} ope can with dif-
ficulty conceive what sort of recommenda-
tions for the future celebration of Divine
servige are likely to be agreed on by Lerd
Beauchamp and Lord Ebury, Mr. Rerry
and Mr. Venn,”  The Guardian might
have tdded what the ZUmes said on Satur:
day; that no one_can doubt that the prepon-
derande has heen given to Ritualism. = In
the seme gpirit Dr. Lee's paper, the Church
News, eulogises the Commission, .and the
Chu ¢hman adds, * The composition of
the Royal Commi sion on the Rubries and
Lectionary has given Mr. Walpole mudh
trouble, but the will' be repaid by fecling
that the result has been. received on the
whole with satisfaction. - No party could
wish more. thau . te. be fairly represented,
and egch is fairly represented., Theextreme
meh 'will balince one another, and there is a
safficiently larze space of ‘soft cushion for
the combatants to' fall back upon.” - The
eulogies; of  the ultra-Church press on the
Commission are in fuct such as might be
expected from the Feniaas, if on a jury of
twelve intended to try Fenians, there had
been four Fénians and four sympathizers.

Tue Byavisa Cuurom:—The following
remarks from the London TUmes on the
great dividing question of . the English
Church at the present. day, will be found
interesting, as giving a summary of what
way be said on one gide of the question : —

Can it be necessary, in the present year
of grace, three, centuries after the Refor-
mation, and nearly two centuries after the
expulsion of a Popish Sovercign, to reassert
“the distinetively Protestunt character of
the Church of Euglund ?”" " Ts there really
one single divine or lawyer, who, with the
formularies  of our Church before him,
would undertaxe to dispute such a proposi-
tion ?—one single *“ Anglican,” lay or cler-
ical. ,who could venture to disavow the
nameof Protestant ¥  Unhappily, we all
know what 'the answer to a question of
this kind must be. What all members of
our National Church would have accepted
us a truism forty years ago has come to be
regarded by a large. party "within it not
only as a paradox, but almost as an insult.
There are many divines, and some lawyers,
who affect to deny that shé is-an esgencigl]y
Protestant  Church, and  would fuin ' erdse
all' the Protestant clauses from her title-
deeds. "The challenge of the Bishop of
Ripon, then, cannot be considered inoppor-
tune, whatéver may be thought of the view
which he avowed. It is “high time that

proposed in lieu of a_Bill which sowme of
the Bishops were said to have prepared,
and Lord Shaftesbury was urged to with-
draw his Cherical Vestments Bill on the
ground that the Government was dealing
with the subject. A glance at the compo
wsition’of the Commwission shows that no
practioal vesult is to be expected from its
Hittnge Tt s o mission of- inquiry,
nothing “more ; and it will nquire_into
subjects as to which Parliament and the
tolic huve already abundant means of in-

tion, but upon which its members will
fainly i

o

educited men should face the issue thus
preseuted to them—an issue which is per-
tectly capable of being nnderstood and de-
cided without any profound theologieal
{earning.  Any unpr¢judiced person, with
an ordinary knowledge of the ;\rhclc:ﬂ and
| Liwurgy, 18 quite competent to’ juige
[ wuctber the authority now claimed for the
! Cuuich was recognized® by those who
'frwined them, and even whether the Sacra-
mental theory was part of their ecreed.
I Tue controversy about vestments a'nd cere-
wonies may involye a good deal of curious

"wmewl'\'n antiquated phirasology.
it, owever, is ciear énougly, and that |

rics, with a littlo assigtance trom (he Uun— sawe lesson may belearat y tie ob ervation

ons, will leave very little doubt con any | of fucts nearer howe,
“Honest inind a8 'to the general intention uf' literature, the

our Reformers. . lafinite difficulties may,

of ‘course,still be raised ‘on ‘the letter of

documents;  such as ‘thé’ Articles, which
deal with the most abstruse subjects in a
The
Bp.

spirit is emphatically Protestant,

It is not, indeed, npon the express and
deliberate langnuge of those who founded
the Church of Eogland that opponents of
her Protestant character ‘prefer to rely.
They tacitly admit that very awkward pas-
sages are to be found in the Prayer-book ;
but then, as they maintain, the Ohurch
does not owe its origin to the Reformution.
It may be Protestunt in a legil seuse, but
that is an accidedt ;'in' its ‘esvence it is
Catholic, and inherits from the ages’ of
Rowish . ascendancy: ‘all the ‘doctrines not
expressly repudiated in the Articles, if not
some of whichi are o repudiated.  We do
not care 1o controvert an opinion so entirely
speculutive #s this. 1 Iv'is enbugly for ou)
present_purpose, that, in the simple lan-
guage of the Bishop of” Ripon, ** the Church
of kngland has ne eus ‘standi in this
country exeept as' the Churth of the Reior-
mation.” " “What 'the Convoeition 6f the
Province of Cintérbury 6r future Diocesan
Synods may do when the Church—that is,
the clergy—has relieved herself of State
control, und been relicved of Stite endow-
ments, i8 no concern of ours, We are now
speaking of ‘o shadowy conception yet to
be realized, but of a living institution
created' by Parliament, and invested with
unique privileges upon condition of under-

| taking the spiritual instruction of the nation.

Of that institution we fearlessly affirm
with the Bishop, that it is Protestant or
nothing.  Whatever be the element from
which it derives its metaphysical identity,
it derives its historical ‘ raison d'etre/ from
the Reformation #lone. Nor is this all, for
the history of the Reformation teaches us
that such Romanist features us it still em

bodies were introduced into it by that very
influence which is the favourite buzbear of
extreme Anglicans. Ilad Bishops and theo-
logians guided for themselves the course ol
the Koglish Refornation, they woald inful-
libly have deviatedfurther from Rome and
approximated neared to Gepeva, Tt was
vie strong will of Henry VILL and Bliza

beth, and the rigorougexercise of the Royal
supremacy, which tempered the zeal of our
Reformers and ‘préserved those relics of
Romanism * in  our. ceclesiastical’: gystem
which are now alleged to prove thut it never
underwent a radical transformation at all.
Could those sagacius but imperious Sove

reigng have foreseen the revival of preten-
sions: like 'these, they might perhaps have
aviiled themselves of the Puritan spirit to
carry out the work of Reform with 1 more
unsparing hand, and the fate ‘of English
prelacyiin the sixtestth century,” @ !

The reaction against Protestantism with-
in our 6wn Church, and in these times, has
caused, as ‘we ventare to believe, much
needless alarm, Shortgighted obseryers
watch narrowly the pretty back-waters and
eddies of religious opiuion, but fail t6 mark
the steady onward flow of the mid current.
To restore mediaval babits of thought and
practices of worship in the state of Eaglish
society is as wild an enterprise a8 any that
fanuticism ever underiook. A gorgeous
ceremonial, a grotesque display of sacredo-
tal millinery, impressive architecture, thril-
ling music and fragrant elouds of incense
will always attract large congregations of
sestetio-devotees and sightseers: - The pre-
tence of a supernatural right and the pos-
session of 4 real power“over the ‘eonsciences
of men will alyays prove seductive to
young priests, and especially to those whose
personal character does not gualify them to
acquire a more I gitimate influgnce over
their flocks.” The spell of genuine devo-
tion” and the example of a holy life will
never fuil to a have a “m,'xgic:d effect on
youthful and feminine minds, which eannot
make the effort necessary to distinguish be-
tween goodness and truth., A natural
shrinking from ‘the abyss of unbelief and
the agony of goepticismy will drive many
into a craven r jation of their intell
tual responsibilities. - Causes such as these

are Bimply sufficient to account for the

temporary success of ‘what are called Ro-
mapizing ' tende.ciés, . Buayan was too
sanguive whep he deseribed the Giant Pope
as grown so crazy and stiff in his joints as
o be incapuble, of much further mischief,
In a nation of twenty million souls Ritual-
ism, and the darker superstition of whieh
it is the shadow will ever find thousands
upon thousands of ready converts. This
is no light evil, but it is:far short of what
many, people|seriously apprehend. Let one
 who: trembles at the progress of ‘Romanism
and Roulish doctrines in this gountry look
abroad futo the Continent of! Birape, esti-
mate the nature and relative force of the
rival principles now struggling for the mas-
tery in the world of politics no less than in
the world of speculation, and then ask him

solf' what chunce there is of authority tri-

'ug‘@:i\ble\m agree in rescarch; butan hour’s study of the Rub-'umphing over reason in our own age. The

debates on certain questions

in Parliament, the Kititude of opinion in un-
=

| dogmutism among thé ablest students at our

| Universities: It is only by narvowing un-

| duly our deal of Protestantism that we ¢:n

be led to lose faith n its destinies,

A CoLoN1aL Bisaor SPEAKRING QUT.—
In a discourse to his congregation at Trinity-
Church, Islington, Dr. Alford, the new
Bishop of Victoria, made the following re-
marks on the Rowish movementin the
Cuurch of Eogland .—

I call to mind - yet another important
paroghial weeting, which the ¢ircumstances
of our day both justified and mude a houn-
Lden duty. I refer'to our Protestant mect-
Lag of Lust spring, when as a congregatjon
you met and adopted memerials, both to
our Bishop and to the Legislature, against
the use of vestents and Popish practices
which have been introdne:d into tor many
of our churches. "I rejofee thut we made
our protest—respectfully, 1 believe, but
firmly. = And I_#m sure- you are prepared
on any future ofcusion, When an expression
of opinion muy seem desirable, to testify
your adhesion to, and value of, and love for
theprinciples of the blessed Reformation;
und 0 make yeur protest charifably but
unmistakably' dguibst the abominations of
Popery, howeyer and wherever manifeste .
Alas | ‘that we should live to see the day
when, not only ipn the Roman Catholic
chapels; but in the churches of our Protes-
lant lund; some 'of! the worst heresies of
Rome—such as the elevation and worship
of the Host—should be practised, as T my-
self have witnessed it ; and that the arm of
authority should seem weuk to eorrect the
offender, and effectually remove so great an
offence in the sight of God and man | The
liberalisin jof the day is appealed to, to
tolerate such practices in- the Reformed
Church of Hogland and Ireland. What |
tolerate in our Protestant Church the very
practices which, at such cost of agony and
blood, pecessitated the Reformation. Be-
sides, what, cither in or out of the Church
of Bngland, has Popery to do with tolera-
tion 7 Let the fires of, Siithficld testify
(and let their testimony nevér be forgotten )
what Rome ineads by tolerstion’ | It is
but the wolf in sieeps’ clothing stimulating
thie bleating of the lumb ; and, if we be de-
ciived by so wretclied & e tei f.it—and
that'with tue history of the past before our
eyes—indeed: a Satanie delusion 'must have
bawitched - ugy; which may God. in, His
werey soon dispel ! : :

Has it indeed , come to thissmthat,pur
Chureh has lost her doetrinal ¢reed i that
Holy Seripture hds losy iits authority'?
Have we tioWw ng standard of ‘right ind |
wrong ? to ‘tést of 'truth and erpor 7 - Have
the Jaw and the testimpny lost itspower,
and is it no longer the gase that, if men
speak not acdgrding to theif teaching, it is
because theré i8 no light in them ?' *

Baut look ‘at the matter'iti another point
of view. Ts'it to'be supposed that Bug-
lishmen will long suffer  ib their national
Chureh, which 0izhit:to be'“the pillar and
gronnd of their truth,” two systems of
Ritual worsuip dnd doctrinsl teaching an-
tagonistic; the one to the oter?  If the
one be right, the other must be wrong ; and
it is to li%el the good sense of our conntry-
men to suppose that the spestacle of a
Church divided upon the yery essentiuls of
sur comimnon Christianity can Jong! retain
her hold upon the affections and respees’ of
tha peaple. : :

Shall we, then, renonnce the Reforma-
tion - Shall we, as somis unfathful pseudo-
Churchmen have affirmed, pronouuce the
Reformarion © a gmud mistake ' ?  Shall
wé g0 bick again to ! the Romish doctrine
concerning purgatory, pardons, worshipping
and adomation as well of images as of re-
liques, and  also invocation of saints " ?
Shall publie prayer in the Churgh and"the
Sacrawents be ministered in a tongue not
understood by the people 2., Instead of the
two sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord,
shall we speak of some two or three more,
or.of Rome's seven ? - Instead of “'daly ”
using the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, |
shall it be carried about to be guzed apon ¢
Shall the substance of the bread and . wine
be.said to be ‘¢ changed,” and. then reverd|
enced, lifted up, and worshipped ?  My!
dear "bréthren—and I ‘peak riow 10 the
faithful laity of the Church—there is need
that We utter nouncertain sound upon these
points ;-it'is ¢ ncedful that we axhort you
to contend éaruestly for' the faith once de-
livered to the saints.” The future of our
beloved Church—and I address these who
use her services loyally, and belisye her
Thirty nine Articles heartily—is in your
hand. ' If fatal error spread among us
within these next ten years—or five, or
three-—as during the precéding period, the
very existence of our natidbal ‘Church'is
more than jeopardized. O think of your
sons and daughters now worshipping by
your sides—will you not hand down to thein
the open Bible a1d Protestant worship your
forefuthers entr?ewd,w your safe keepiog ?

y o

the prevalent 1one of

ved eonversation, T the inpatience of

Wil you sutfer u captious seepticism on cue
hand, and s bavefaced Po, vi')‘ on ‘the other,
g0 to underihine the very fowhjations of our
Zion, that when' destroyed ‘the enomy ghail
taunt you, and your own' consciengs shafl
too : lite rL;Froauh'!you, “ Whit hath the
righteons: done " Done to suve Her ?
for their supibenéss hath been her ruin ?
O thit the Liord Himself would interfere in
our behalf, and rouse us from the fatal le-
thagy thathas entranced us. Lot Chuarch-
men study well the history. and fate of the
apeealyptic Churches. Chirist's truth shall
never perishd ' Christ's Chureh is built
upon the' fock and never can be moved.
But ““ stars ” can be quenched, and ¢ can-
dlesticks " can be removed :— He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith to the Churehes.!

~~ A Dissenting minister of some ¢
the Rov. Henry Christophorson, l: 20
fossor 'of Theolozy in New Coll St,
Jolin's-wood, Was ordiined deagon by the
Bistiop of London.

Tlhie éditor of the' Directorium gives hig
full sanction to ‘the Commission thus :—
FOF its composition, now fiaally settled, we
can only say that it is honestly umpsrtial,
and thongh we tender ro thanks to the
Gavgroinent for having «ppointed it we are
most heartily glad that being' appointed it
is neither one-sided mor unjust in its com-
position.  We have good reason for know-
ing ‘that as long ‘as'the Tories gro in office
no -ex parte legislation will ‘he sllowed.
Let u8 ask our, friends the High CQhurch
Radicals, if the Whigs would have given
such ‘a Commission ?"'—Church News
—We are very sorry to find that
although the Bishop of Kxeter has reiched
the age of St. John, he is by no means ex-
hibitiug the spirit of the beloved Apostle.
For no assignable reason, exodpting that
the Rev. W. Acworth had been ecauselessly
inhibited by the Bishop of Oxford, the
aged Prelate has allowed his Chapldin to
use his Lordship’s name for the purpose of
extending Bishop Wilberforee's inlfibition
to the diocese of Kxeter. T'he fesult is
that gregt excitement preyaily there, and’ a
Public Mectiog of great respectability hus
been held at Plymouth,, to which Mr.
Adworth was invited, and where he has
given a very full and erushing exposure of
the tyrannical and irresponsible power
whicli is thus brouglit to bear upon a va

38,

but, nescensed.— Rscord,

Derear of Tok VESPMENTS BILL.—
The Goverumentsent. vut.a ‘elgoulas to ob-
tain as much guppert aspossiblodnresistaros |
to Lord Shefiesbury's' Billii+ THe’ result
was, rm_y sta;ac;ﬂx‘a bill s shelved’

thé Archbishop of Can .and Dubli

asgisting in th’ig - Vl‘hc%ﬁ?ﬁa{&hvf@ﬁ
iagaingt, the bill; were -Chestory Ely, Gloces-
ter hnd Bristo), Liaudaff) Oxford, St. ' Asaph,
The , Prelates an, favour. of the bill: were
the Bishops of Rarlisle; Cork; &, Down,
&e; Durham, Lichfield, Linooln, Loadon,
Ossory, &, Peterborgugh, . Ripon, Wine

A / ;
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—Lbrd Perby ha§ ‘agrocdige’ Hdve
Royal Commiasion appointed on the Ritual
uestiony, buti6.ir to have a Wwider aim
han the examination of the Rubrie orna-
ments. Other ambiguous Rubbics and
ceremonial observances generally are likely
to come under its supervision.~ This, we
opine, will be but small comfort for the
Ritualists; but it should not be allowed to
interfore in the slightest degrée with the
Barl of Shaftesbury’s Bill,~—Constitution.
—1In the recent charge of the Biskop of
Loudon, his: Lordship recommends. some
slight changes 1o the Kaglish Prayer Book,
in matters Bot affecting dootrine, such as
the Burial Service, (an' objectionable foa-
tare of which has, been .o in the
American Prayer #wk ‘P W'fiqn
“some - shorter, - daily hel*g fore man‘:}
business,” &o. ;'b'ucf +OpPOSCE)’qs  Unnapes:
the adoption of any new Bafeztards
ﬁ{‘gc doegrinal error. 4 b

—The Bishops of Worcester, k.
and Carlisle,-have declined to the
‘Pan- Anglican Synod.: It is said that wup-
wards o§gix$y ishops, have accopted
‘Archbish'ogé {nvitation. - =
—The Bishop of Salisbury, in his late
-Charge, has asserted high. pretensions, It
does not appear to have ever ocowrred to
his Lordship that the great' majority of
the whole number of bishops in Christend-
om consider him a heretic,  Had he, not
botter square his accounts with them

ubo 1t ecclesiastical  authority ?— Weekly
Luper.

Colonial.

CoApauror Bisnor ox NwroUND-
LAND AND LaABRADOR.—The Telegraph
gays i —

W'he Venerable Archdeacon Kelly and

" St

luable ¢lergyman, not only uneandemped. -

The Petition Preeented in the House of
Lords by rl of Shaf\gsbury. from
Oxford and burbs aghingt{l ractarian.
ism and Rituahtt, was sigued\Ry 1,040 -
women. -, e

before talking quite so much as he does’




