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“THE UNION GAINS STRENGTH

All signs indicate that throughout English
speaking Canada public opinion- is rallying
strongly .to the support of the new union
gm'emm"nt. Only a very small portion of
the press remains antagonmistic, together with
a minority of the old hard-shell party veterans
Public opinion has been for many months de-
manding with ever incrcusinu‘insmunc that
a national government or a union government
be organized for the prosecution of the war.
Canada can now hold up its head along with
Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand and
South _ Africa. The personnel of the new
government is remarkably strong. Sir Robert
Borden has succeeded In bringing together
the very cream of the brains of 'the Liberal,
Independent and Labor elements of Canada
outside of Quebec. Impartial observers must
agree that never since confederption has there
been a cabinet at Ottawa containing the brains,
force and executive ability represented in the
new union govesnment. What laoked to be
an impossibility has become an accomplished
fact. and Canadjan citizens generally are
gratified with the result. - _

The news that the union govérnment is
finally in office will be pleasant to our soldicrs
on firing line. Canada has now over
300,000 suldicrs within the sound of the cnemy s
guns. Some haveé Paid the supreme sacrifice;

+ some lie suffering wounds’in the hospitals and

the remainder are fighting for'* freedom. and
democracy.and the defencé of our own Can-
adian homes. There is no party politics in
the trenches. When our soldiers go “over
the top" and shoulder to shoulder charge the
enemy lines, they are animated only by the
sprit of union and the determination fur
victory. If our suldiers on the finng line
in the presence of the greate® menace that
civilization has ever faced can give us such
as example as this, why should we not support
udion at home’ In the presence of supreme
danger, the citizen, like the soldicr, should
adopt the gld Roman system where “none
were for the party, but all were for the state.”

There are, of course, some disappointed and
dissajisfied ones among the ranks of the two
old parties. Occasionally we hear the charge
that the Conservative party has been wrpcked
by the premicr and those who have assiswed
in the formation of a union government. We
also hear that those Liberals and Independents

- who have joined the union government have

sacrificed their principles. It is a poor time
to bring forward such charges and it is not
the broad-minded citizen who makes them
The Conservative party by the aid of the new
franchise act and the soldier vote was certain
of a victory at the polls. The consummatios
of a union government, therefore, is very
highly creditable to Sir Robert Borden and
those of his colleagues who shared in it.  Those
Liberals, Independents and Progressives who
enteéred the government have not sacrificed
any principle whatever. They still stand for
the same principles for which they stood be fure
they entered the government, but in the hour
of national danger both sides have reaksed
that there is sumething more important for
the immediate present than even greatl econo-
mic principles which the West so strongly
supports. History will accord a high place
to those strung men in both parties whose
love for ther country has been greater than
UW “A\c 'l‘ [nﬂ, "

program of the new government s
¢ progressive.  Already political pat-
The awl
to be extended 1o include the Dom-
mion/ Paermment servants throughout all
instead of buing restrcted W (Ntawa
Oty a8 atl present. Contracts for the pevern
ment are to be awarded on ment. Henceforth
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the job hunter and the patronage seeker will
find the usual g vegyes closed. If the new
government in_ domesfic® politics  offers _us
nothing more than the elimination of the pat-

ronage system it, will be well worth while..

But the program also guarantees, an increase
in income tax\ and in the tax on war profits,
which has bekn strongly demanded by the
general publi¢ throwghout Canada for many
months past. Another guarantee is that
profiteering shall cease, and profiteers will no
longer be permitted to goupe the pubdic in
the hour of the nation’s agony. There have
been no bargains and no promise in respect
to the tanfl, which s natural¥ a burning
question in the West, but we may tale it for
granted that therqwill bo no increnses in the
tanifl and if any change if made it will be in
the nature of a downward revision. It is
reasonable to suppose that when the new gov-
ernment begins to consider domestic problems
and the absolute necessity of increasing food
supplics, that the implements of production
may be placed upun the free 1st  An ener-
getic public opinion would assist Yowards this

end very considerably

The division ¢f the cabinet n +wn' is a
decided innovation in Cangda. One half of
the cabinet will devote its attention to the
prusecution of the war and the war rmlilems
The other hulf will concern itsell with domestic
woblems, and the recunstruction work neces-
sary at the conclusion  Experience only will
prove the wisdum or otherwise of the new
system.  But to the onlooker it apneurs to he.
a wise and businesslike provision. The new
government in its personnel, in its program,
ic arrangen®nt promises
excvedingly well for a live, honest and efficient
business administration of the affairs of the

The organized farmers of the prairie pro-
vinces ever since the ‘outhreak of war have
demanded a national government at Ottawa,
and we believe that their support to the new
union admimstration will be whole-hearted,
and in the highest degree patriotic. There
are certain well defined and fundamental
principles for which the organised grain
growers have stood for manv years. They
adhere to those pringipks as firmly today as
ever. But the organ grain prowers are
not the type of citizens to waste the strength
and the resources of the nation by internal
strife when the enemy is literally pounding
at the gates We believe that the grain
growers are willing to accept any reasonable
terms for a coessation of intermal political
struggles until the enemy is forced o sur-
render.  After that date the arganised farmers
will push for the fulfillment of their own
legitimate demands with all the vigor at their
dispesal. In the meantime they will carry
on their educational work, and will give the
union government whole-hearted support so
long as 1ts actions and conduct warrant that
support. It will be unwise to disturb this
prospect of harmony by an attempt by either
ot both of the old parties to shoulder out the
candidates who stand upon the farmers’ plat-
form in favor of so-called union, or fusionist
candidates. There are no better union gov-
ernment supporters than those candidates who
stand upen the farmers’ platform. The best
preanise of harmony s to (give the farmens'
candidates full suppeort in those constituencics
where they have already been nominated

A NEW SCALE OF PENSIONS
A marked increase in the Canadian pension
it retroactive o Apndl 1, 1917, has been an-
nounced by the Miniter of Finance The

increases apply W pensions and allowances of
swidiers and sailors holding the lower ranks
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up to licutenant in tha army and sub-licutenant
in the navy. The extra amount due from
April 1 to the present time will be paid in one
check. The total amount payable by Canada
for pensions and allowances will be increaséd
from about $5,000.000 annually to $7,000,000
or approximately 40 per cent. The changes
will affect the pensions of nO¥ only the men
themselves, but of their children, orphan
children, widows, dependent parents and
younger brothers and  sisters.

Henceforth disability will be divided into
twenty instead of six classes, and disabled men
will reccive pensions on the basis of the
centage of their disability insofar as possiblé.
All will be entitled to at least a 25 per cent.
increase on present pensions and on account
of the new classification it is svid this will
usually work -out considerably more than 2§
per cent. A marked change for the better

has heen made in the allowance to disabled~——% *

pensioners for children. A more careful
ing in accordance with the disability has
made which was very necessary as the old -

their children. Previously, men disabled be-
low 60 per cent. were not entitled to an
allowances for children, but now these "ii
#o to children of men disibled as low as § per
cent.  Special allowances are being made for
married disabled men. The increases fi
pendent prrents are commendable as f thaf
to widows. Better lations governing the
maintenance of incurable or helpless soldiers
have been made and many other matiers
clarified that have previously been rather hagy
and unsatisfactory. These & pen-
sions are mdt commendable and will be wel-
comed not only by thuse directly benefiting,
but by all those anxious to tréat properly the
dependants of those -who have made
greatest satrifice for their country.
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THE ABOLITION OF PA
The Union Government has
the foundation for a reform that
crnments have shied at ever since
tion. The patronage lists arg being abolished.
Government purchases are to be made a

commission similar to the _Wpr
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If the reform is rigidly enforced,

are indications that it will be, it will mean one
of the greatest triumphs for by
reason in the histury of C no way

have usually given evidence of an
tng memx their pledges on
this reform only

ment was the passing of the Civil
Amendment Act of 1908. By this Act
tivil service was divided into two divisions,

¥

the inside and the outside services. The out-
side service includes practically all civil sere
vants not employed in Ottawa, on the Dom-
iniun Experimental Parms and at the Dom-
inion Observatory. The Civil Service Come
missson was created and given power o select
members for the inside service on & basls of
their ability 1o discharge their duties. The




