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The Price of Wheat

Not in a good many years has the world’s
first cereal sold at prices, as high as were paid
for 1t during the past few weeks. The advance
has been due almost entirely to the stortage

im  supplies True, certain prominent grain

ramblers i Chicago had a corner, or something
of that nature, developed in wheat for May
delivery, but no corner could have stood for

time had the world had all the wheat that
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Horizontal and Vertical Hope

Never again to know

“cheap’’ wheat 1s the
prospect that many -authorities in the grain
trade hold out to u It 15 said the recent
sensational climb of prices is but the end of a
long period of a certain level of values and the
beginning of another period of higher price
It 1s pointed out that the available wheat land
has practically all been brought under cultiva
tion and that the average vield throughout the
world 1s not improving, and especially in the
newer countries, while the rate of consumption
1s continually on the increase.

As has often been remarked to prognosticate
the markets 1s an 1dle occupation, yet 1t 18 ex
pedient to view the situation in the light of
expertence. Many things will enter into the
factor of prices the next few years, if the ma
ket 1s disposed to maintain its present high
level. For instance more land will be sown to
wheat, which 1s now devoted to hay, which 1s
not excessively high priced, or that 1s in pasture
producing low priced beef or that 1s being held
for speculative purposes or that may be em
ploved for any other purpose less profitable
than growing wheat at one dollar a bushel and
upwards. But perhaps the greatest change
will be observed in the increase in the average
vield per acre, that will result indirectly from
higher prices. 1t 1s quite within the range of
immediate possibilities to raise the low average
wheat vield over America of some sixteen
bushels to the acre to thirtv-two bushels, and

then have plenty of room at the top for turther

advance Such a vield would not simply
louble the supply, but would increase the prot
its by more than 200 per cent. no matter 1f
I ( failed to maintain their present high
L ['he hope of future agriculture strikes
wards into the soil not horizontally with
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Observe the Oat Plant

Careful students of our methods of farming
have been telling us that we have been making
a mistake in our methods of oat seeding, and
the experience of careful farmers, who observe,
seems to support the impeachment. In this
matter of thickness of seeding we need to
question the soil and the variety ot oats we are
sowing. Turning to the soil we have been
taught by experience that under average con
ditions of moisture and fertility, a certan
given number of plants to a given area, gives
the best returns.  When the grain is of average
size and of the variety most commonly used,
Banner, setting the drill at two bushels to the
acre gives us this proper number of plants to
the given space. If we observe closely we will
see that the number of seeds we have sown does
not correspond to the number of plants that the
soil will conveniently carry, or with which the
oat crop makes the best growth. The stooling
habit of the oat plant is depended upon to
make up the difference. As a general rule,
weather conditions assist the habit of the plant
and we get an average stand. But it is this
dependance upon weather conditions to favor
stooling that is not considered good farming
and we are called upon to work away from it

by growing varieties that do not stool and by
sowing the stooling varieties thicker each year,
to eliminate the stooling habit, and so put our-
selves bevond the vagaries of the weather man.

Looked at from every standpoint the sug-
oestions are sound. In the highly organized
agriculture of Great Britain and Europe, where
moisture is more plentiful than in Canada,
farmers consider that they cannot take chances
tooling but sow thickly enough to get
amaximuim Where the

sacainst land in the way of rent, manures

On gram ¢
tand without stooling
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ete. ‘amount to about $25 an acre before the
crop is up, we may reasonably assume that
methods of cultivation and seeding best

1 to produce a big crop are reduced to

alculated

ct science and, with this experience be

L1l el
re u we may well question if our own
ethod ay 1 be improved
The Uses of Corn
f vou can tell a Scottish farmer by his crop
neep a German by his large cabbage
patch, an Irishman by his luxuriant potato
{ can also distinguish an American
irmer by 1 f | Corn seems to be
( I 11 American counts
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