
HE WESLEYAN.

GENERAL R ïfjADJjÇÇ;
ANECDOTES OF PRINCE BIS

MARCK.

In an “ ancedotal photograph” of 
Prince Pismarck, a writer in Truth 
says :—Bismarck was never at any time 
in hie life a pleasant person to negoti
ate with either in private or public bus
iness ; for bo was born with a short 
temper, aud has been shortening the 
same ever since While Bismark was 
Ambassador at -St. Petersburg he was 
one evening at the palace of Princess 
Bariatiriflki, and said so many sharp, 
biting things -of this and that public 
personage that the guests who heard 
him ended by feeling quite uncomfort
able. At last his Excellency rose to 
go and ft few minutes afterwards the 
vard-dog was heard barking furiously 
at him as he made for his carriage. 
Prince Bariatinski could not miss the 
chance of being even with the man who 
had just shown himself so snappish, 
go, throwing open the window, he ex
claimed, “ Monsieur l’Ambassadeur, ne 
mordez pas mon chieu !" Another 
high Russian personage, the late Gen- 
eral Mezentsoff (so unfortunately as
sassinated) once 11 scored off Bis
marck at the Cercles des Anglais. The 
Prussian used often to goth ere to play 
cards, and one evening as he sauntered 
in he'noticed that Mezentsoff was hold- 
ing a handkerchief to his ear. “Ear 
ache ?” asked the ambassador. " Yes, 
your Excellency,"answered the General, 
“vous m’avez donne un coup de lan 
gue.” Bismarck can be spiteful in 
three languages besides his own. He 
speaks English correctly, Russian fair
ly, and French excellently. Unlike 
Marshal Moltke, who having had an 
English wife, has contracted a taste for 
British literature, and delights in the 
novels of Miss Braddon and Mrs. Hen
ry Woods, Bismarck prefers French 
novels, and the looser they are the bet
ter he likes them. Feydau, Edmond 
de Goncourt and Flaubert are his fav- j 
ourite authors, and of late he has ad
dicted himself , to a steady course of 
Zola’s realistic productions. About 
three years ago it was my fortune to 
see Prince Bismarck and to have a long 
hour’s talk with him at bis house in 
the Wilhmstrasee, Berlin. He smoked 
during the whole interview, inviting 
me to do the same, and every now and 
then he poured himself out a glass of 
beer from a. jug at his elbow. Beside 
the jug stood a pile of French novels in 
yellow covers, and when he had finish- 
ed conversing on thé particular busi
ness about which I had obtained an au
dience, the Prince asked me what 
French novels I preferred, and started 
thence into » disquisition on French 
literature, about which I soon saw that 
he knew a good deal. I was struck, 
however, by his guileness in accepting 
such sketches as novelists draw of the 
darker sides of French social life as 
faithful delineations of ordinary man
ners in France. He believes that French 
society is corrupt to the core, and he is 
qnite incapable of rendering justice to 
any of the qualities which adorn the 
best kind pf Frenchmen. With a blunt
ness all his own the Chancellor pointed 
out to me that Frenchmen were always 
fouling their own nests, and that such 
writers as Dumas the younger and Zola 
when accused of doing this to a too 
great extent, warmly denied that there 
was any exaggeration in the things 
they wrote. 1 remarked that if one 
judged of England by the books of some 
sensational novelists one might imagine 
London society to be overrun with 
thieves, forgers and blacklegs. “ Well, 
Ido believe thievingis the natural vice of 
Englishmen,” said Bismarck. “ It must 
needs be that of a commercial race. 
There is not a prison in Europe but has 
some English pickpocket in it. Thiev
ing, however, when it becomes a natur
al impulse, makes a people fond of 
conquest ; it does not drag down their 
morale and render them effeminate, 
as the Frenth arc from letting them
selves be governed by women.” This 
observation brought us back to politics, 
and I asked Bismarck whether he be
lieved that Republican institutions 
could taka root in France. He empha
tically answered : “ Nothing will serve 
Frenchmen but to be governed with a 
firm hand, but whether the ruler cills 
himself an Emperor or a Republican 
does not matter.” He then spoke of M. 
Thiers, and by and by gave his opinion 
of Gambetta : “ A man of energy, who 
reminds me of the fellow (‘der kel’) 
who led out a pack of dogs to hunt a 
buck, promising that they should have 
the quirry for their supper. They fail
ed to catch the buck, and the man apol- 
ogised, saying he bad hoped to keep his 
word. ‘Well, never mind,’ said the 
doers; ‘we’ll eat you instead.’ And 
thd$r did.” It is a habit of Bismarck to 
depreciate any man who makes a figure 
in the world. . He has said worse things 
of Lord Beaconsfield than I care to re
peat here, and has prophesied many 
times that when Mr. Gladstone became 
politically “ played out,” he would ex
cite a new sensation by going over to 
Rome. When the pamphlet on “ Vati
canism” appeared, Bismarck (though 
be wrote the author a letter of congra
tulation) remarked drily : “ If Glad
stone were not a married man we should 
hear of him as a cardinal in ten year's

time” He said something much more 
waspish of Marshal MacMahon. When 
somebody observed to him that the lat
ter had determined to make a stand 
against the Reds—“Bah, MacMahon 
wanted to sport Napoleon’s hat, bnt he 
has put on Dupaulop's mitre by mis
take.” As to M. Gambetta, 1 should 
mention that Bismarck has to my cer
tain knowledge recanted the disparag
ing opinion he expressed three, years 
ago, and the dominant feeling in his 
mind at present is uneasiness at the 
statesmanlike qualities which the Re
publican leader has displayed.

I POPULAR NEW GOOSEBERRIES.

A SELECTION FOE THE FECIT FARM AND 
QABDEN.

BY B. H. HAINES.

Many persons hare hasti’y concluded 
or obtained the impression that this fruit 
cannot be grown successfully in this 
country. .It is perhaps only natural that 
such should be the case, as in former years 
the only kinds that were to be found in 
our fruit gardens were the English varie
ties, which though of fine size and of ex
cellent flavor, were yet rendered nearly 
useless by their liability to become cover
ed with rust or mildew. However, now 
that new native American varieties of 
large size have made their appearance, 
there will again be rejoicing in many gar
dens from which the gooseberry had been 
banished. We do not wonder that these 
new varieties are hailed with such delight 
as, ripening as they do daring the hot 
days of summer, the acid of the fruit 
proves very acceptable, and more espec
ially as their season for use comes a1 ter 
the rhubarb or “pie plant” had disap
peared, and previous to the ripening of 
the early varieties of harvest apples. In 
describing these and other newer fruits, 
the reader will of coarse understand that 
it is only possible to describe them as 
they appear upon my own grounds, or. iq 
the few localities where they have been 
tested. Some years will have to plapse 
before it can be known definitely bow 
they will succeed in every section of onr 
country, so I must content myself with 
descriptions of the fruits as they ap pear 
in their native soils, without waiting for 
reports to reach me of experiments in 
other localities.

Downing’» Seedling. This is proving a 
great favorite almost everywhere where 
grown. The fruit is of a light green color, 
of large size, of good quality, and very 
seldom attacked hy mildew. The plants 
are of a short and. compact habit of 
growth, and with a full supply of thorns. 
Why the gooseberry is so well provided 
with ■thorns is somewhat of a mystery. 
However, it is not the only plant thus 
guarded. Some persons seem to take de
light in telling those who have had their 
feelings lacerated by reaching after roses 
•‘ that the sweetest rose is guarded by the 

•most thorns.” It certainly is a fact that 
these thorns give a certain coyness to the 
goeeebèrry, which makes the fruit, per
haps, all the more attractive fo man, 
whose nature seems to rejoice in reaching 
after whatever has barriers (briars) in the 
way.

Late Emerald. This also is rendered 
attractive by a fine array of needles of 
the most approved pattern, and .men are 
reaching after it and being attracted to it 
as eagerly as are moths to a candle. How
ever with the difference that their hearts 
are made to rejoice instead of being sin
ged. Those who do not care to give wings 
to their imagination in picking fruit, will 
find, perhaps, more permanent enj jyment 
in the very matter-of-fact use of a good 
thick pair of gloves. The fruit of the 
Late Emerald is extra large, of a fine, 
green co'.or, and of good quality.

Smith’» Improved is a yellowish green- 
berry of decided merit. The fruit ripens 
earlier than the last, is of large size, and 
excellent for either table use or market 
purposes. All of these varieties may be 
need for “ preserving,” in which condi
tion they help to make a pleasing variety 
for the table m winter. Houghton’» Seed
ling and Early Ruby are two hardy red 
varieties. The first, though of small aiz , 
has been planted «ut largely for market 
purposes, but will hardly retain its. pre
eminence when these newer kinds become 
known.

All the gooseberries that I have named 
here are hardy varieties, requiring no pro
tection m winter. They are all native 
American seedlings, and are usually eo 
free from rust as to he called *• mildew 
proof. If planted id the partial shade 
of trees and well manured each fall, then 
excellent success will be obtained with 
them. Howeve^ these American varieties 
are so seldom troubled with mildew, that 
they will thrive in almost any situation
One and two year old planta are the size, 
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FAMILY^ READING^
HOW WE LEABNfL^

Great truths are dearly bought. The common truth 
Such as men give and take from day to day, 

Comes in the common walk ot easy life,
Blown by the careless wind across, onr way.

Bought in the market, at the current price,
Bred of the smile, the jest, perchance the bowl ; 

It tells no tales of daring or of worth.
Nor pierces even the surface of a soul.

Great truths are greatly won. Not found by chance. 
Nor wafted by the breath of summer dream ;

! Bat grasped in the great struggle of the soul,
Hard buffeting with adverse wind and stream.

' Not in the general mart, ’mid corn and wine ;
I Not in the merchandize of gold and gems ; 
j Not in the world's gay hall of midnight miith ;
! Not ’mid the blaze of regal diadems ;

But in the day of conflict, fear and grief,
When the strong hand of God, put forth in might 

Plows up the sub-soil of the stagnant heart,
And brings the imprisoned truth-seed to the light

Wrung from the troubled ^irit in hard hours 
Of weakness, solitude, perchance of pain,

Truth springs, like liarrest from the well-plowed 
field,

And the soul feels1 it has not wept in vain. 

SONNET.

O Thou ! who art my soul’s best truest Love ! 
kly chosen, chiefest of ten thousand, Thou !
O let my aching heart, and throbbing brow, 

Ami heavy griefs Thy soul’s great pity move.’— 
The glorious promises fulfilled I prove

The comforter Divine dwells iu me now 
Even Thou art with me O thou gentle Dove 
The same which broodedst o’er chactic night 

Doth permeate and fill my ramsomed soul,
And gjory radiant—uncreated Light 
Fills my soul’s vision—O how bright !
Peace—joy ineffable are my delight

And soon heaven’s harmonies shall o’er me roll 
Its glories burst on my enraptured sight ?

Jany 26th, 1879

A TOUCHING INCIDENT.

In travelling we often meet with per- 
; sens of different nationalities and lan- 
! guages. We also meet with incidents 
! of various character—some sorrowful,
! and others joyful and instructive. One 
ôf thè latter character 1 witnessed re
cently whilo travelling in the cars. The 
train was going west, and the time was 

' evening. At a station a little grrl about 
eight years old came aboard, carrying a 
little budget under her arm. She came 
into the car- and deliberately took a 
■eat. She then commencenced an eag
er scrutiny ef faces, but all were stran
gers to her. She appeared weary, and 
placing her budget for a pillow, she pre
pared to try to secure a little sleep. 
Soon she conductor came along, collect
ing tickets and fare. Observing him, 
•he e#ked if she might lie there. The 
gentlemanly Conductor replied that she 
■might, and then kindly asked for her 
ticket. She informed him that she had 
none, when the following conversation 
ensued. Said the conductor :

“ Where are you going ?”
She answered, “ I am going to hea-

IIven.
He asted again, “ Who pays your 

fare ?”
She then said, “ Mister, don’t this 

railroad lead to heaven? and does 
Jesus travel on it ?”

He answered, “ I think not. Why 
did you think so ?”

“ Why, sir, before my ma died she 
used to sing to me of a heavenly rail
road, and you looked so nice and kiad, 
I thought this was the road. My ma 
used to sing of Jesus on the heavenly 
railroad, and that he paid the fare for 
everybody ; and that the train stopped 
at every station to take people on 
board ; but my ma don’t sing to me 
any more. Nobody sings to me now, 
and I thought I’d take the cars and go 
to ma. Mister, do yon sing to your 
little girl about the railroad that goes 
to heaven ? You have a little girl, 
haven’t you ?”

He replied, weeping, •' No, my little 
dear,! have no little girl now. I had 
one once, but she died some time ago, 
and went to heaven.”

Again she asked, “ Did she go over 
this railroad ? and are you going to see 
her now?”

By this time every person in the 
coach were upon their feet, and most 
of them were weeping. An attempt 
to describe what I witnessed is almost 
futile. Some said, “God bless thee, 
little girl Hearing some person say 
that she was an angel, the little girl 
earnestly replied, “ Yes, my ma used 
to say I would be an angel some time.”

Addressing herself once more to the 
conductor, she asked him, “Do you 
love Jesus?” Ido: and if you love 
him, he will let you ride to heaven on 
his railroad. I am going there, and I 
wish you would go there with me. I 
know Jesus will let me into heaven 
when I get there, and he will let you in 
too, and everybody that will ride on 
his railroad—yes, all these people. 
Wouldn’t you like to see heaven, and 
Jesus, and your little girl ?

These words, so innocently and pa
thetically uttered, brought a great rush 
of tears from all eyes, but most pro
fusely from the eyes of the conductor. 
Some who were travelling on the hea
venly railroad shouted aloud for joy.

She now asked the conductor, “Mis
ter, may I lie here till we get to hea
ven ?"

He answered, “ Yes dear, yes.”
She thenasked, “ Will you wake me 

up then, so that I may see my ma, and 
your little girl, and Jeeos ? for I do eo 
much want to see them alL”

The answer came in broken accents, 
but in words very tenderly spoken, 
“ Yes, dear angel, yes. God bless you!” 
•‘ Amen 1" was sobbed by more than a 
score of voices.

i Turning her eyes again upon the 
I conductor, she interrogated him again :

“ What shall I tell your little girl 
when I see her ? Shall I say to her 
that I saw her pa on Jesus’ railroad ? 
Shall I ?”

This brought a freeh flood of tears 
from all present, and the conductor 

i kneeled by her side, and, embracing 
| her, wept the reply lie could not utter. 
At this juncture the brakeman called

I out “ H------s.” The conductor arose
and requested him to attend to his (the 
ccnductor’s) duty at the station, for he 
was engaged. That was a precious 
place. I thank God that I was a wit
ness to this scene ; but I was sorry 
that at this point I was obliged to leave
the train. j . * ^

We learn from this incident that out 
of the mouth of even babes that God 
hath ordained strength, and that we 
ought to be willing to represent the 
cause of our blessed Jesus even in a 
railroad coach.

} SEQUEL.

Rev. Mb. Dosh,—I wish to relieve 
my heart by writing to you, and saying 
that that angel visit on the cars was a 
blessing to me, although I did not real- 

, ize it in his fullness until some hours 
I after. But, blessed be the Redeemer, 
I know now I am his and he is mine. I 
no longer wonder why Christians are 
happy. O my joy,- my joy ! The in
strument of my salvation has gone tô 
God. I had purposed adopting 1er in 
the place of my little daughter, who is 
now in heaven. With this intention I
took her to C------b, and on my return
trip I took her back to S------n, where
she left the cars. In consultation with 

! my wife in regard to adopting her, she 
j replied, “ Yes, certainly, and immedi
ately, too, for therè is a divine provi
dence in this. 0," said she, “ I never 
could refuse to take under my charge 
the instrument of my husband’s salva
tion.” I made inquiry for the child at
S------------n, and learned that in three
days after her return she had died sud
denly, without any apparent disease, 
and her happy soul had gone to dwell 
with her ma, my little girl, and the an
gels in heaven. I was sorry to hear of 
her death ; but my sorrow is turned 
into joy when I think my angel daugh
ter received intelligence Trom earth con
cerning her pa, and that he is on the 
heavetily railway. 0, sir, methinks I 
see her near the Redeemer I I think I 
hear her sing, “ I'm safe at home, and 
pa and ma are coming,” a d I find my
self sending back the repln, “ Yes, dar
ling, we are coming, and will soon be 
there.” O, my dear sir, I am glad that 
I ever formed your acquaintance ! May 
the blessings of the great God rest upon 
you ! Please write me, and be assured, 
rev. sir, I would be most happy to meet 
yon again.—Rev. J. H. Doth, in Chris
tian Expositor.

PAINT, PUTTY AND PIETY.

FROM THE MISSION ROOMS.

JAPAN.—CONVENTION OF PBOTESTANT 
MISSION ABIES.

Any one who has the means of knowing 
the brotherly relationshipexistingamongst 
Christian ministers abroad must have 
been struck with the fellowship and unity 
which mark their intercourse in both 
social and religious life. The lines of 
sectarian distinction on-foreign missions 
are, in most places, exceedingly faint ; and 
whilst firmly adhering to the solemn veri. 
ties which belong to a “common salva- 
tion,” there is less importance attached 
to outward ceremonies and conventional 
usages, which in Christian communities 
often exert a baneful separating influence 
on the hearts and conduct of ministers, 
who, with all their differences, yet posses
sing so many things of equal importance 
to all, might cultivate and practise more 
of the loving spirit of Christ, their living 
head.

In the vast empire of Japan, we have 
recently had an excellent illustration of 
stepping over denominational boundaries 
in the representatives of the cross meeting 
in holy fellowship for the purpose of de
vising as to the best method of translat
ing the Old Testament Scriptures into the 
Japanese language. The consultation was 
suggested by the missionaries of the Ame
rican Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, who explained their views by » 
circular sent to all Protestant missionaries 
known to be laboring in Japan. 'Ihi^waa 
favorably and promptly responded to, and 
on the 10th of May, 1878, forty-seven 
workers in the Lord’s vineyard were as. 
■enabled in Tokio, to discuss the import; 
ant question of translation, amongst- 
whom was found the Rev. George Coch
ran, as representative of the Methodist 
Church of Canada. There were ministers 
representing nine distinct religious organ
isations in the United States of America, 
and, fix of what are called British mis- - 
sions ; nor was that heaven-born institu
tion,—the Bible Society—forgotten, for 
three of the forty-seven represented the 
parent society, the American Bible Society 
and the National Bible Society of Scot
land. The lay element had six represent
atives, including three M.D.’s. Of this 
convention, the Rev. R S. Maclay, D.D.,. 
of the American Methodist Episcopal' 
Mission, was unanimously elected Chair
man ; and on nomination of Dr. Fanlds, 
of the Mission of the United Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland, the Rev. D. C. Greene,, 
of the|Miseion of the American ,Board, 
was elected secretary.

The first days work, after much discos- 
sion, appears to be embodied in the fol
lowing preamble and resolutions

“ This convention appreciates and takes 
pleasure in recognizing the value of the 
work upon the Old Testament already 
accomplished by the Tokio Translation 
Committee. * In view, however, of the fact 
that the missionaries in Japan generally 
desire to eo- operate in labor upon the Old 
Testament, as well as to, provide a means 
of meeting certain contingencies which 
may arise,
♦ “ Resolved (1). Tbat each mission rep- 
resented in this convention be requested 
from time to time, to elect one of its mem
bers who shall serve upon a permanent 
committee.

(2). That this committee shall have 
the right to add to their number a dele
gate from any Protestant mission not rep- 

" in this convention, upon applica-i__ i - —l • •resented --------- , -r-----
tion to them from each a mission.

A lady writes thus to the “ Christian 
at Work

“ I wish you could say a word about 
putting one’s religion into one’s work. 
Last year I built a new hi.use, and got 
a professing Christian man to paint it. 
—He makes good prayers at the prayer- 
meetings, and says a good word of ad
vice to the young. But }ie didn’t fill 
the nail holes of the outer and upper 
trimmings with putty, and he didn’t 
paint the top edge of the doors of the 
upper story. He took caro to slight 
bis work just where he thought it 
wouldn’t be discovered. But the nails 
were drawn out by the sun, cansing a 
leak, so that hi* neglect in this direc
tion wife discovered ; then, having oc
casion to have the top of one door planed 
so tbat it might shut—again his slighted 
work told its story. I have ‘ discount
ed ’ that man’s piety and prayers ever 
since. Perhaps this painter treated me 
as lie did because I am a widow. Any
way, I prefer Christians who will fill 
up the nail-holes with putty, and paint 
the tops of the upper doors !"

The editor adds : Our correspond
ent has said quite as effective a word 
about putting one’s religion into one’s 
work as we cob Id possibly say. And 
our friend is right ; we want such Chris
tians as will do their work, not render
ing eye-service as men-pleasers, but 
‘ with good will, as doing service to the 
Lord, and not to men.’ 0 you ‘ Chris
tian’ painter, how could you leave those 
nail holes go ? How could you ? 0 
how could you leave the top of those 
upper doors unpainted, and above til, 
serve a woman, and she a widow too, 
in this way ? Was it manly ? Was it 
Christian ? Was it honest ? We ad
vise that painter to pray leas for others 
and more for himself, that the Lord 
may put into his heart as strong a de
sire for right doing as he seem* to have 
for riçht talking. Yee, our correspond- 
dent is quite right—we want more 
Christians who fiU up the holes with 
nutty, and paint the tops of the upper 
doors” V" »

(3) . That this Permanent Committee 
shall have authority to «elect, in whatever 
way or ways may seem beet to them, a 
committee or committees for the transla
tion of the Old Testament, to whom they 
■ball assign the varions parts of the work, 
and shall also appoint a general revising 
committee.

(4) . That any difficulties or differences 
which may arise in the translating com
mittee* may be referred for settlement to 
the Permanent Committee, who may either 
settle the same themselves or refer them 
for settlement to the General Reviaing 
Committee.

On the 13th, the members of the con
vention assembled again, when devotional 
exercises were conducted by the Rev. M- 
Cochran. From the resolutions passed 
this day, we select the following :—

(1) . Tbat after the publication of the 
first edition under the supervision of the 
Permanent Committee, each Bible Society 
represented in this convention shall be 
permitted to print and publish each edi- . 
lions as ite agent may deem desirable, 
provided that the text of the authorized 
edition be not departed from, it being dis
tinctly understood that any translations 
put forth by the Permanent Committee 
are the common property of all Protest
ant missionaries.

(2) . That in the judgment of this com
mittee the general style of translation of 
the Old Testament should eo far be as
similated to that of the New Testament, 
that when the whole Bible is completed, 
it shall present a uniformity in this respect 
corresponding y to that of the Authorized 
English Version.

(3) . Tbat in the opinion of this con
vention the translation of the New Testa
ment produced by the Yokohama Com
mittee ought to be considered the com
mon property of the Protestant mission
aries laboring in this country, and that 
the Bible Societies represented in this 
convention ought to have an equal right 
to publish the same.

(4) . That in the opinion of this con
vention all future productions oftbe Yo
kohama Committee ought to bez^ublisbed 
jointly by the Bible Societies represented 
in this convention, upon the motion of 
Permanent Committee, and that on the 
completion of the New Testament the 
conservation of the text ought to be vest
ed in the Permanent Committee.

In Japan, there are now 104 Protestant 
missionaries, exclusive of wives, nine or
dained natives, and seventy seven assist
ants, and 1617 Church members ; and yet, 
what are these amongst thirty-two mil
lions of idolaters ?
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