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tb« alterne)'a clerks who engrossed » men’s at­
tention ; the mathemetician who is so devo'ed 
to figures that he frequently easts up bis eyes ; 
the girl who was saved in a shipwreck by cling­
ing to a forlorn hope i a man who was wound­
ed by sitting down on the spur of the moment ; 
the acrobat who jumps at conclusions ; the cup 
of sorrow that overflowed j the chains which 
bound a freeborn mind ; the ticking of an oys­
ter bed ; the receipt given to a man who paid 
his respects ; the suspenders used for the 
breeches of guns, and also breeches of trust; 
the quiver which was observed in the. voice of a 
(n)arrow-minded man ; a lock of hair from the 
bead of a discourse, .and one from the head of a 
cabbage ; a flat-iron to smooth ruffled tempers ; 
a phial of tears from a weeping willow ; a button 
from the coat of the stomach ; a sheaf from the 
«beck of an earthquake, and many other articles 
equally rare and interesting.

MBS. CATHERINE HBNA8, BOSTON, MASS.
We copy from Zion's Herald an obituary of 

an aged sitter of the Methodiat Church, known 
to many in the Provinces, having resided tor 
some year* in New Brunswick. We wish the 
writers of similar notices among ua would imi 
tale our American brethren in conciaeneea. It 
is a happy art to be able to say a great deal in a 
few words :—

“ Mrs. Catherine Furnas, after a brief illness 
of only thirly-s x hours, sweetly fell asleep in 
Jesus, Jan 28ih, aged 76 years and 4 months. 
Early in life she beesme converted to God, and 
chose that better part which was never taken 
from her. She united herself with the Wesleyan 
Me hodiet Church in her 16th year, and received 

. her quarterly love feast tickets from the Rev. 
Dr. Adam Clarke, Benson, Sutcliffe and others, 
in London, England. She subsequently remov­
ed to New Brunswick, where she lived until 
some twenty years since when she esme to Bos­
ton, and uniti-d with the Bromfield Street M. E 
Church. In herlife and conversation she beau­
tifully exemplified the excellence of the religion 
of the Bible. She wai a constant attendant at 
every means of grsce, and lovsd the courts of 
the Lord’s house. She lived to see the church 
she so much loved grow and prosper till it has 
filled the whole land. She died in the triumphs 
of faith, repeating as she died, that verse of 
Charles Wesley, so full of joy and trust :
" No condemnation now I dread—

Jesus, and all in him is mine ;
Alive in him. my living Bead,

And clothed in righteouenese divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own."

W. F. Mallalieu.
After the foregoing had been selected for the 

compositor, we received a request from the Rev. 
Cbas. Stewart for the publication of the notice, 
accompanied by some remarks in relation to 
Mrs. Fames. The following is Mr. Stewart’s
•f*

Truro, March 151 A, 1867,
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan :—

My Dear Bro.,—Will you have the kindness 
to insert in your columns an obituary notice of 
Mrs. Furnas, from the Zion’s Herald.

The person to whom it refers was indeed ” a 
mother in Israel,” and in her later day a mailt- 
tained the simplicity and zeal of the ear ier Me­
thodists. Varied tffliction and repeated oereav- 
ments had been her lot ; but tbe severity of her 
trials served only to increase and brighten hat 
graces. It was my piivilege to see her, at the 
house of her son, Mr. Henry Furnas, ten months 
ago ; and I cannot forget either the satisfaction 
with which aha reviewed her setting cut in the 
Christian course, or the serenity with which she 
then contemplated its close.

I greatly rejoice that her excellent son—so 
well and favourably known to Provincial Metho­
dists visiting Bostcn—and her large circle of 
relatives and friends have so much cause for 
thankfulness in the triumph ôf her dying hour. 
May they follow her, as she followed Christ.

Believe me very truly yours,
Charles Stewart.

DroDmtial Mltsltgan.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH SO, 1S67.

From our English Correspondent.
Opening of Parliament—The Royal Speech— 

Policy of Government on the Reform Question 
—Evil of our Licensing System—A 2 hreatened 
Fenian Plot—Religious Awakenings—Special 
Prayer Meetings—Arrival of Young Men 

. from Japan—Present, Aspect of the Ritualistic 
- Movement,

The second session o( the present Parliament 
was opened by the Queen on the 5th ult. The 
weather was very unfavourable for the grand 
and imposing ceremony ; the rain coming down 
in torrents. Nevertheless, immense crowds 
thronged the line of procession between Buck­
ingham Palace and Westminster. The windows 
and balconies of the bouses were filled with 
spectators, while some of the more adventurous 
of the sight-seers clambered around even the 
chimney tops ; and hearty cheers rose up from 
all rides, and gave our Sovereign Lady unmis­
takable evidence that her hold on the love and 
loyalty ol her people is as firm aqd secure as 
ever.

Perhaps there is no scene in this country so 
truly magnificent as that which is presented in 
the House of Peers at the opening of Parlia­
ment. The building itself, from floor to ceiling, 
is of the richest and costliest architecture, and 
on such an occasion there is a representation 
of beauty, rank, and intellect never met with 
together at any other time. The galleries are 
crammed with the wives and daughters of Peers 
of the realm, all dressed in the glitter of full 
evening costume. In the body of the chamber 
are the Peers, with their red cloaks, ermine 
tippets, and coronets, and in the part of the 
House assigned to the Corps Diplomatique are 
ambassadors from various countries, brilliant 
with jewelled decorations, representing all sorts 
of civil and military orders. As Her Majesty 
entered the whole assembly rose and made a 
profound obeisance, only resuming their seats 
at the Queen’s request.

The Royal Speech was read by the Lord 
Chancellor. Among other topics, too numerous 
to mention, satisfaction was expressed with the 
proposed union of Canada, Nova Scotia, and 
New Brunswick ; and it was announced that a 
Bill would be submitted to Parliament, “ which, 
by the eonsolidation of Colonial interest and 
resources, will give strength to the several 
provinces as members of the same empire, and 
animated by feelings of loyalty to the same 
Sovereign." With respect to matters of home 
policy, that part of the speech which related to 
the “ Reform Question ” was anticipated, with 
the chief interest. The utterance on this sub­
ject gave the information that attention would 
be “ called to the state of the reprçsentation of 
the people in Parliament,’’ and the hope was 
expressed that measures would be adopted 
whicn, without “ unduly disturbing the balance 
of political power, should freely extend the 
elective franchise.”

The course which tho Government intended 
to adopt, in thus offering an enlargement of 
the franchise, vyas submitted to the House of 
Commons in the form of Resolutions, upon which 
* might be framed ; and on Monday night 
Ust-the scheme was explained by Mr. Disraeli,

to consist of a proposal for a £6 rating franchise 
for boroughs, and a £20 rating franchise for 
counties, to be supplemented by what is termed 
four “fancy franchises," conferring the privilege 
of à vote on University graduates, on members 
of the learned professions, on all persons keep­
ing £80 in a saving’s bank for a year, or having 
£50 in the Funds, or paying direct taxes to the 
amount of £1 per annum. Tbe other details of 
the measure included a redistribution ol seats, 
from the entire disfranchisement of Totness, 
Reigate, \ armonth and Lancaster, for corrup­
tion and bribery ; and the partial disfranchise­
ment of some other boroughs. The entire scheme 
met with so thorough a disapproval on the part 

li Iks House, that the following evening the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer announced that 
the Government had resolved to alter their 
course, and prepare a Bill. Evidently the 
present Ministry is in the utmost perplexity how 
to proceed in the matter,* and the country is 
impatient at the obstruction to public busi­
ness which then dallying with the question 
occasions. In the meantime the Reform party 
are strengthening themselves for vigorous action, 
both within and without the walls oi Parliament, 
and there is angry feeling on both sides.

An important subject has been recently 
occupying public attention, viz., the facility 
with which licenses are obtained for the sale of 
intoxicating liquors. Some serious facts have 
been brought oat which certainly ought to place 
the licensing system under more resolute check. 
The granting of licenses at present rests with 
magistrates, and the extent to which they have 
been bestowed is almost incredible. Unques­
tionably the public-house is the chief source of 
crime in this country, and of misery too. If 
five-sixths of them were closed there would soon 
be a marvelous change in oar social condition ; 
but at present compai atively few seem thorough­
ly alive to the frightful evils-which they occasion. 
Why, it has been ascertained that in London 
alone, if all the public-houses and gin-shops were 
placed in a line, and a frontage of twenty-one 
feet allowed to each, they would stretch to a 
distance of thirty-eight miles !

Some petitions relating to the restriction of 
licenses will probably be presented to Parlia­
ment.

The Fenians are still keeping our authorities 
on the alert, and some of the movements of 
these strangely-misguided men are of the wild­
est character imaginable. Here is an example. 
Three weeks ago, last Monday, tbe quiet city of 
Chester was thrown into a state ot wonder by 
parties of queer-looking men arriving by suc­
cessive trains from various towns of Lancashire 
and Yorkshire, until about 2000 strangers were 
walking about the streets. The wonder of the 
citizens deepened into the utmost anxiety and 
alarm by a telegraphic communication from 
Liverpool, to the effect that the visitors were 
dispatched to Chester in accordance with a 
Fenian plot, the object of which was ta attack 
the Castle, where about 30,000 stand of arms 
are stored in the armoury, besides a large quan­
tity of cannons, ammunition, shells and balls. 
It was supposed that when this material of war 
had been obtained, a train to Holyhead was to 
be seized, the rails torn up behind it to prevent 
pursuit, and two vessels were reported to be 
lying off Holyhead to carry the armed Fenians 
to Ireland. The Mayor of Chester, upon re­
ceiving this communication, immediately placed 
i he Volunteers under arms, and telegraphed to 
military stations for the aid of troops. These 
prompt measures were entirely successful, and 
ihe suspected Fenians, in the course of another 
day or two, had disappeared from the city. 
The danger apprehended from this threatened 
Fenian raid upon Chester will be seen from the 
fact, that, in compliance with the request of the 
Bishop, the thanksgiving for “ peace and de 
liverance from our enemies ” was read in all the 
churches.

We continue to receive encouraging accounts 
of the progress of the work of God in various 
parts of the Connexion. At Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, a town memorable in the annals of early 
Methodism, an active enterprise of Home- 
Mission zeal was commenced a short time ago 
in a district where John Wesley began his 
labours, and which is inhabited by a dense 
population, and very cheering results have fol­
lowed. A large room is filled on the Sabbath, 
and sometimes on the week evening, by large 
numbers, of a class which it has been found 
hitherto most difficult to reach. Many remark­
able convenions have taken place. Seven 
Society classes have been formed, where six 
months ago not one was in existence ; and on a 
recent Sabbath morning so many as one hun­
dred persons, rescued from sin and wretched­
ness, were found among the worshippers in one 
of our neighbouring chapels This is a cheering 
and very hopeful example of similar awakenings 
which arc occurring in other places. There 
seems, too, in many quarters outside Methodism 
a revived spirit of prayer and expectation. In 
the presence of desolating evils, hard pressing 
the Church of Christ on all sides, it is felt that 
the one sure security is a baptism of “ power 
from on high.” Last week a series of special 
services were held at Mr. Spurgeon’s chape1, 
with a view to promote a revival of religion. 
Monday was observed as a day of fasting and 
prayer. The chapel was opened at 7 o'clock in 
the morning, when Mr. Spurgeon and between 
three and tour hundred people were present 
Prayer was continued during the whole of the 
day, a large number of persons attending, many 
of whom could stay but for a short time. In 
the evening the spacious edifice was crammed, 
every available place, whether for sitting or 
standing, being occupied. One of our London 
Methodists, Mr. Corderoy, who is universally 
and most deservedly esteemed and beloved, 
took part in the service There must have 
been three thousand persons present.

A short time since I received a communica­
tion frouA the Rev. Alexander M’Aulay, whose 
Home-Missionary labours in the East of London 
have been so successful, in which he speaks of 
some encouraging points among the (ierman 
population. He observes, “ The German work 
has been remarkable for its depth and spiritual­
ity. About a dozen conversions have taken 
place since the new year began. We hope 
that the development of this Germen revival 
in London will favourably affect, in s me small 
degree, the Fatherland. We sent seven mem­
bers into Germany last quarter. Some of oar 
people have gone over and told their friends 
what great thihgs God has done for them, end 
one ot thems has succeeded in establishing 
preaching at |ps brother’s house, and got our 
Missionmes at Wurtemberg to put it on the 
plan.”

Three weeks ago fourteen young men of high 
social distiaction arrived in this country from 
Japan, in order to undergo a course of educa­
tion. Many others, it is said, are likely soon to 
follow. It is a deeply interesting question as to 
how far these visitors, from th'S distant eastern 
country, will be affected by British Christianity 
during their stay with us. They may already 
know something of the Gospel, as Christian 
Missions have for some years been established 
in Japan ; and steps are being taken by several 
of tbe Missionary Societies of the United States 
for a translation of the Scriptures into the 
Japanese language. It is earnestly to be hoped 
that those who thru come from afar, attracted

by our culture and civilization, will find the 
richer treasures of oar blessed religion.

The ritualistic movement in the Church of 
England continues to engage a large share of 
public attention, all over the country. Its par- 
tizans are indefatigably zealous, and such is the 
uncertain state of ecclesiastical law, and so 
great is the expense, and so wearisome the de­
lay in instituting legal proceedings with a view 
to check these Romish practices, that the ritual­
ists do almost what they like. These of the 
bishops who condemn these ceremonies, and see 
plain'y the deadly errors they are introducing, 
seem powerless to do anything to put them 
down. They merely express a disapproval, 
which is utterly disregarded. In reply to a 
deputation which waited on the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, to protest agaimt these attempts 
to re-introduce Romanism, his Grace observed 
“ that he found it impossible to resist the con­
viction, that many of those who were using 
eucharistie vestments, incense, candles lighted 
in the day time, the offering of the Holy Sacra­
ment as a propitiatory sacrifice, and the eleva­
tion of the consecrated elements, were resolved, 
if possible, to obliterate in the formularies and 
worship of our Church every trace of tbe 
Reformation.” Only think of such a confession 
from such a quarter, and yet nothing effectually 
done to restrain these traitorous proceedings ! 
The Earl of Shaftesbury might well say, as he 
did a week or two ago, at a meeting to promote 
the building of churches, that “ under present 
circumstances the matter of church extension 
was a somewhat questionable one ; for be did 
not know what the Church erected might prove, 
what might be the character of the incumbent, 
and what kind of doctrines might be promul­
gated." •

March 1st, 1867.

Christian Union Exemplified
The following refreshing account of « free 

Communion Service in Brooklyn is from the lsst 
issue of the Church Union

List Sunday was a high day for the city of 
churches. An Episcopal rector diaoouraing in 
the Church of the Pilgrims. Two Episcopal 
lectors uniting with every sect in Brooklyn iu a 
communion service in a Presbyterian church.

We had tome misgivings aa to the audience 
at Dr. Spears' church. The hour wee four P. 
M., Sunday, March 3rd. The course of the 
Church Union has been so positive that many 
apologists have fallen off, or gone back to serve 
sect again who last summer were shouting for 
the Kingdom coming. But Dr. Spear is the 
oldest pastor in Brooklyn, and a braver man 
never drew the breatn ol life. The notices had 
been sent to every branch of tfce Church. Some 
Baptist brethren had requested that they be 
omitted, but what hsre we to do with impor­
tunities not to trouble them.

Yet how were our eyes made glad by the 
sight. Dr. Spear's church is New-Scbool Pres­
byterian. The church, though large was com­
pletely filled. A lew words ol kindness by the 
Dr, introduced the exercises, and we sang in 
good old Presbyterian style, sitting, yet not 
without solemnity. A Methodist invoked the 
Almighty aid in fervent and peculiarly pleading 
tones. A Congtegationalist spoke then, upon 
tbe theme, “Dot re in remembrance cf me. 
We must sink our differences and remember 
Christ here And oh, bow earnestly did he en­
treat the sects not to crucify the Lord afresh by 
forgetting Christ and doing this only in remem­
brance of sect. Then came a fervent prayer by 
a Moravian, a few words by Dr. Spear, and 
the rector of tbe Church of the Messiah follow­
ed in consecrating the elements. He spoke of 
the body and blood before ua, symbolizing death 
for all, and many were touched to lean. Indeed 
the whole congregation were in a revival state. 
Sin seemed to melt away from the heart, leav­
ing it warm and tender. Then slowly the bread 
was broken. How still and awful was the place I 
A breath, a sigh, a prayer ascending, thU was 
all that could be heard. It was the real presence 
Poor, Chriatlees ritualist, would God you had 
been there to learn spiritually what is the true 
dogma of the real presence. It is Christ in the 
heart, Christ in glistening tear-drop», Christ in 
penitence, and Christ in pardon. Our custom 
ta to demand no ritual', but conform to the usage 
of the branch where we are worshipping. Eight 
elders arose, and slowly recited the word» of 
Scripture, “ Take, eat,” etc., each filed away 
two by two, and dispensed the elements to the 
multitude. How still and solemn was it ! And 
that prayer that came next, so low yet so ear­
nest, as if God were here. As with the bread 
so with the wine. No restlessness, no mockery 
of form. But God in Christ manifestly there.
I have seen many union meetings, but the union 
communion at the third united communion ser­
vice cf the Church of Christ in Brooklyn was the 
most genuine of ai1.

former strong bold ; but yet. with one exception.
Who

extension.—

Generally speakr.g.the adoption of a narro -------- reports an
and contracted theory will issue m a narrow ever, erreur, ™ ‘hll, .11
and contracted mind. It is too much to expect augmentation of number, since 1
that a habit of treating all other Christian, as have done something in cbtpel 
aliens from the fold of Christ, and unworthy of .V. F. Methodist. 
a participation of ihe privileges of his Church, 
can be generally unaccompanied with an aspe­
rity of temper, a proneness to doubt the sincerity, 
to censure the motives and depreciate the vir­
tues of those whom they are accustomed to treat 
with so much rigor. Conceiving themselves to

A Plea for Open Communion.
The name of Robert Hall deservedly occupies 

a high position among English divines, and is 
never to be mentioned but with respect. His opin­
ions and practice in relation to open communion 
should certainly be regarded with very great 
deference by his Baptist brethren everywhere. 
As the cause of Christian union advances the 
question of close communion will call forth in­
quiry. In a paper published in New York for 
the furtherance of union between the different 
sections of Christ’s church, tbe views of the 
above named eloquent Baptist Minister en this 
pubject, are given at considerable length, with 
the design of arousing the attention of that de­
nomination, and leading them to see that the 
principle upon which they act in this matter op­
erates greatly as a barrier to union between 
them and other churches. We copy a few par­
agraphs as given from the writings of Robert 
Hal; :—

Of the tendency ol mixed communion to pro­
mote a more candid inquiry into our principles, 
it is scarcely possible to doubt ; whether it would 
have the effect of rapidly extending the Baptist 
denomination as such is less certain/' For were 
that practice universally to prevail, the mixture 
of Baptists and Pedobaptists in Christian socie­
ties would probably ere lotjg be such, that the 
appellation of Baptist might be found not so pro- 
perly applicable to churches as to individuals, 
while tome more comptehensivo term might pos­
sibly be employed to discriminafe the views of 
collective bodies. But what then ? Are we 
contending tor names or for things ? If the ef­
fect of a more liberal system shall be found to 
increase the number of those who return to the 
primitive practice of baptism, and thus follow 
the Lamb whithersoever he goelh, he must be 
possessed of a deplorable imbecility and narrow­
ness of mind, who will lament the disappearance 
of a name, especially when it is remembered 
that whenever just views on this subject shall 
become universal, the name by which we are at 
present distinguished will necessarily cease. An 
honest solicitude for the restoration of a divine 
ordinance to its primitive simplicity and purity, 
is not merely innocent, but meritorious ; but if 
the ultima'c consequence of such an improve- 
mtnt should be to merge the appellation of a 
party in that which is derived from the divine 
Founder of our religion, it is art event winch 
none but a bigot will regret.

be a highly privileged class, as the only legiti­
mate members of his Church, they are aim os. 
inevitably disposed to think more highly of them­
selves than they ought to think ; and founding 
their separation, not on that which distinguishes 
the followers of Christ from the world, bat on a 
point in which Christians dissent from each oth­
er, they are naturally tempted to attach super­
lative importance to the grounds of difference.

In addition to all the other reasons lor retrac­
ing our steps, we msy with great propriety al­
lege the spirit of the times, the genius ol the age, 
distinguished as it is, beyond all former exam­
ple, by the union of Christians in the promotion 
of a common cause, and their merging their mi­
nor differences in the cultivation of great prin­
ciples and the pursuit of great objects. Instead 
of confining themselves, each to the defence of hia 
own citadel, they are sallying forth in all direc­
tions, in order to mtke a powerful and combined 
attack on the kingdom of darkness. The Church 
of Christ no longer the scene of intestine war­
fare among the several denominations into which 
it is cantoned and divided, presents the image 
of a great empire, composed of distinct but not 
hostile provinces, prepared to send forth its 
combatants, at the command of its invisible sov­
ereign, to invade the dominions of Satan and 
subdue the nations of the earth. The weapons 
of its warfare have already made themselves 
felt in the East and in the West ; and wherever 
its banner is unfurled,it gathers around it, with­
out distinction of name or sect, “ the called, the 
chosen, the faithful, ’ who, at the heart-thrilling 
voice of Him whose “ vesture»dipped in blood,’ 
and who goes forth “ conquering and to con­
quer,” rush to the field, unmindful of every dis 
tinction but that of his friends and toes, and too 
eager for the combat to ask any other question 
than “ Who is on the Lord’s side V Who V” 
And is it possible, after mingling thus their coun­
sels, their efforts, thtir prayers, and standing 
side by side in the thickest of the conflict, in 
coming up “ to the help ol the Lord, to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty,” for them to turn 
their backs on each other, and refuse to unite 
at that table which is covered with tbe memorials 
of His love and ihe (ruits ot his victory ? No. 
As we hope when.the warfare of time is accom­
plished, and these mortal tabernacles in which it 
is performed shall be dissolved, to celebrate 
never-ending feast with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and tbe whole army of the faithful cf 
every age, from every clime, and from every 
tongue, let ns begin by feasting together here, 
to present a specimen of that harmony and love 
which are at once the element and tbe cames; 
of eternal felicity.

How they do it in England.
The advanced position of Methodi-m among 

the churches of Great Britain in the work 
Church extension, sffords a most pleasing ex­
ample of ite vitality and evangelizing spirit. The 
“ Wesleyan Chapel Committee ’’ of the Wee 
leyan Methodist Cnurch is, irom the vannes» of 
its operations, exciting a wide-spread interest 
The magnitude of iti work during the past ten 
years is shown in a report which appears in the 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, and claima our 
more immediate attention.

Tbe wotyferful success of the organization 
clearly indicate» that the spirit of enterprise and 
of aetf-aacrifioe is at ill alive in the Methodist 
people. During tbe past ten years, “ nearly 
£900,000 have been spent upon new chapels, 
schools, ministers’ houses, organe, and tbe en­
largement of places previously built. More than 
half a million of money has been raised for tbe 
reduction • of debts , encumbering connectionel 
property. In exeot figures, the total outlay for 
improving Methodist trust-estates in ten years 
has been £1,383,481, of which only the sum of 
£136,423 •»» reported aa temporary debt, be­
sides a balance of about £40,000 due to the 
Loan Fund.”

Now, we ere told that the Weeleyana “ do not 
number many men of vest wealth among them,” 
end these sums have been raised by universal 
effort The work of the chapel committee is 
divided into two departments : the one compris­
ing new erections and enlargement's, the other 
relating to the reduction of debt- Excluding 
moneys raised for schools, ministers’ houses, etc., 
a earn of £600,000 remains, representing the 
expenditure upon chapels alone since 1854. 
The credit of improving connections! property, 
the report says, does not belong to a few wealthy 
societies only ; .four out of every five circuits in 
the connection bave borne a pert in the work ; 
rich end poor have labored together towards the 
grand result. During the ten years of review, 
tbe average ot contributions for chapel purposes 
of every description per member hss been nine 
chilling» per annum. Four shillings has been 
tbe average gif; per member toward» new cha­
pel» or enlargements.

In looking over the districts and their indi­
vidual exertions, we notice one peculiar fact. 
Objection bas frequently been made to the libe­
ra! expenditure lavished upon these cbspeli 
ai d to the spirit that, beside» advocating wfa 

merely useful, also strives to make God’s 
house is attractive as possible. But it it a no­
ticeable fact that the district» which have been 
charecterixed by their great activity in chapel 
building have almost unexceptiooally seen their 
work, in this respect, accompanied by a gratify­
ing increase in numerical strength. It is equally 
noteworthy that in most of the declining circuits 
little has been achieved in chapel building. 
Those circuit» hare the largest additions where 
the moat money has been expended in building 
new sanctuaries. Financial activity, far from 
lessening, has increased spirituality. God, it 
seems, baa bestowed his richest blessings upon 
those who have honored him by self-.acrificing 
labor. It would appear that the theory is fairly 
demonstrated, which holds thst spiritual proape- 
rity is not interrupted by activity in chapel build- 

- Tbe persona most zealous for the erection

Young Men's Christian Associ­
ation.

(CIRCULAR )
To Ministers, Parents and Guardians.

The Young Men's Christian Association of 
Halifax, have among their standing Committees 
one called “ The Strangers and Employment 
Committee,” whose special object is the alien- 
tien to the interest of strangers in the city, whe­
ther with the intention of residing, or pa*sing 
through in the course of business or pleasure 
Visitors to the city may pass an agreeable hour 
in the Association rooms, which are both com­
modious and conveniently situated in Hollis 
Street, oppposite the Province Building, where 
they will have the opportunity of meeting with 
Christian friends whose society may materially 
add to their enjoyment.

In the case of young men coming from the 
country to reside in the city, the Association af­
fords peculiar advantage!, and the committee 
would take this opportunity of bringing to the 
notice of ministers, parents and guardians, tbe 
desirability of introducing young men, exchang­
ing a rural for a city life to the A-sociation, 
where by precept and example they may be se­
cured against the allurements which stand in 
the way of the youthful and inexperienced.

It is felt that many go aside from the strict 
path of rectitude, not so much from a desire for 
what is wrong, as from a want of proper asso­
ciates. and the extension of due sympathy, they 
are driven of necessity, (since society is indis- 
pensible) to mix with those who have lost self 
respect, and lowered themselves in the social 
scale. The S-rangers and Employment Com 
mittee, composed of members of all Evangelical 
Churches will be found a valuable means ol in­
troduction, not only to the members of the As­
sociation who frequent the comlortable and well 
provided reading room and library, but to others 
whose position and influence will be found o* 
the greatest benefit.

The Committee would net recommed as a rule 
the sending of young men to the city in search 
of situations, yet in the case of those who come 
recommended to their notice and have not ob­
tained employment, they will exert themselves 
as f»r as po sible in their behalf.

The Reading Room is provided with tbe City 
and Foreign newspapers and the leading peri­
odicals of the day, while the library catalogne 
contains a judicious selection ot religious, moral, 
scientific and useful books. The frequent prayer 
meetings and Bible classes and tbe course of 
lectures during the winter months add to the 
usefulness and increase ihe importance of the 
Association. The benefit of a connection with 
which the committee would impress upon minis­
ters, parents and guardians, as one of the highest 
value. Tbe whole ol tbe above privileges can 
be obtained for 5s. per annum.

Communications to H. Theakston, Secretary 
of the Hal tax Young Men’s Christian Associa­
tion, 183 Hollis Street, will receive strict atten­
tion.
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others, her chiefeat and beat, devote all their 
time to administration ? Is it a misfortune 
that many of our minister» are turning their 
attention to authorship, and that other» are 
wholly leaving the peetorel work, to exercise 
Christian auperviaion over the education of our 
youth ?

And whet shall I more say ? for tbe time would 
feil me to tell of our editors by the score, who 
keyp us advised of the state of the world, and 
also of the church ; with their clerical correspon­
dents and reporters by the hundred, who mark 
and inwardly digest each event of thia eventful 
age, and pour forth the rich libation of fret and 
thought for the edification of the body of Christ ; 
of out Bible agents, who devote their time tx- 
elusively to the raising of money for " giving 
tbe Bible to the world end of our able and 
godly minister», who are set by the chief coun­
cil of the church to manufecture and sell hooks, 
and manage real estate.

Who dot a not see in all this division of labor 
a source of wonderful power and extension for 
he church P

Suppose then, it should happen, in the church 
raised up by God to reform the continent àhd 
spr-ad scriptural holiness over these lands, that 
a number of her min sters, equal to the number 
engaged in other specialities, should devote 
themselves fully and intensely to the one work 
of tui'ding up her members in hoVntssor Chris­
tian perfection ; would there he anything in that 
out of barmo-y with the po icy of a church which 
makes so large a use of specialities, or with the 
traditions of a church that has always emphasiz­
ed the injnnetion upon htr pastors, you are to 
bring as many souls to Christ as you can, and 
then, with all gour might to build them up in that 
holiness without which they cannot see the 
Lord V

My convictions are that this work of urging 
he church on to the delectable mountains of ho­
liness is to day precisely the field that most lacks 
laborers. May God make them a thousand 
times so many as they are.—Junius, in Metho­
dist Home Journal. •

no matter how poo, „rr ho.',^‘7* 
these converts are truly born

■"nation do,,,-.

The Heading of the Scriptures in 
Public.

The reading of the Scriptures in the public 
congregation can, and ought to be made very 
interesting and impressive. There are a few 
good readers who receive and hold the undi­
vided atti ntion of the audience, during the read­
ing of the whole scripture lesson. There ought 
to be many such readers. Indeed, all who 
preach the gospel should strive for that attain­
able excellence. They should certainly seek to 
throw «round the scripture lesson as many ef 
the appropriate attraction» of voice and empha­
sis as around their own uninspired compositions 
To be good readers of the word of God one 
most devote time enough to the study of the 
portion to be read, to fully understand them 
and to enter with his whole heart into their 
meaning. He should fetl the force, beauty 

One Idea Men significance, end importance of what he reads,
. . i hat he may give to every word thought aqd

The remark is sometimes made in regard to . ,.... sentence Vs due emphasis and eporoprate tx
such ministers as give the subject of entire sane- Bl;on
tificstion prominence in the pulpit and P»*tor.lIP w< ^ ^ „by there are ,0

laboura, t at t ay’are men o one t ea. many ;n(|iBf*r*nt readers in the pulpits of all dr
i"gUT.“.n’ “P,r*f.,D.', yt nomination., and so few good ones, is because

they do not fry to read well, do not study, for 
their Master's sake, to excel in this part of the 
public services. Many do not even read over the 
chapter or the hymn before they enter the pulpit.
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years past it has been moving’ »i,h ,, 
astonishing velocity up to the vert fop bw- 
intelligence. It, preach.» ##> *"*< 

men as a rule, and it. college, and 
are of the very first order. Thirty y« 01,1,1 
was not even believed to be wise. ** 

None, however, can equal Method',m n 
may be some clannish habits in V k ** 
preach-ra, hut thst i. all The, 
and soul? first and loremoet. Her 
» the secret of her power, and her 
zeal in the terribly earnest preaching of"*?" 
salsation. in the self-denial of it, mini,-» ? 7 
tireless labours of it, circuit and local 0iVV ' 
» only equalled by her fellowship entiTs!/*"' 
qualified of all God’s people. This is her t**’
and let the sects catch her ,pyt jf (ki*°r’ 
would have a name to live. ’ 100

IParliamtnterç.

tog.
of fit habitation» for God are generally those 
who feel most for the moral and religious welfare 
of the societies.

The wealthiest districts of Methodi.m are 
London, Liverpool, and Mancheater. These 
have contributed more than one third cf the 
£600,000 raised for new erection» and enlarge­
ment» ; their member» in society numbering 
one fifth tbe aocietiea of Great Britain. Their 
spiritual growth has been equal to their finan­
cial prosperity. “Out of ninety-fir, circu t. 
comprised within these districts, only one shows
» decrease of members upon the ten years.”__
Southport is noteworthy for the Mornington- 
road chapel, which “ may challenge any other 
building in Methodi.m." But it. chief glory is 
not in its beauty of architecture. A living, 
soul saving gospel has tempted many wealthy 
worldlings to enter here, who would turn nside
tio7.ôfPn"*î n00"' U “*• •8riCUUUri1 P°r*--------- -- me wiu,

of Orest Bntttn, Methodi.m has not it. betake themeelve, to

hr aa I know ; and yet it is, as it eeem|.to me, 
far from being a disparaging fact in any man’s 
character, that he is deeply impressed and great­
ly meved by some one idea, eome single, r.oble 
purpose.

Columbus was a man of one idea, end he 
wrought it ioto fact by giving a new world to 
mankind. The one idea of the firat Napoleon, 
of giving to France the diplomacy of Europe, 
was at the bottom of his great exploits, and the 
mainspring of his life, which thrust him into,tbe 
foreground of the history of his age.

When God thrust out Wesley and his co- 
labourers to raise a holy people, he lent forth 
man who had already resolved to be “ a man 
of one work,” to do one work ; and it was 
devotion to one book which gave them sue 
cess.
Paul proclaim! his devotion to one idee when 
he leys, “ this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and retching forth 
unto those which are before 1 press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling in Christ 
Jesus.” In full conformity with this one greet 
purpose, which controlled his personal aspire 
lions, is his proclamation of the one idee which 
governed hie preaching to others. “ We preach 
[Christ], warning every men, end teaching every 
man, in all wisdom, that toe may present etery 
man perfect tn Christ Jesus ; whereunto I alto 
labour, striving according to his working, which 
worketh in me mightily.” So Pent believed 
that he had the help of Omnipotence in hia one 
purpose of building up believers in holiness, 
end presenting them perfect iu Christ Jesus.

But let us look at the principle involved 
this talk about one idea. What is it but tbe 
principle involved in the division of labour and 
the devotement of each man to one thing, tbe 
very fact which distinguishes the industries of 
civilized from those of barbarous and savage 
peoples. Does not every man, in the beet or­
dered establishments of labour in England 
end America, devote himself to a specialty, and 
•pend hie life in the execution of a single 
thiog ?

And is this narrowing of ihe field of opera 
tion, this concentration of the energies of a lie- 
rim» on a single clave of objects, supposed to 
dwarf the understanding, or forbid the lymn.#- 
trioal development of the soul ? Was Newtoa, 
or Herscheli, or Le Verrior, or our own Mitchell, 
suspected to lack vigour, or breadth of manhood, 
because each did not turn aside from hie one 
purpose to the occasional study of botany and 
law, and to tbe pursuits of farming and house­
building ?

Still further, t contend that in all blanches 
of human effort, men generally succeed beat 
and accomplish most who devote themselves to 
a single department of tbe profession or trade 
in which they are engaged. Even our common 
Ltmere are learning this ; and, instead of at­
tempting to raise everything, put their depen­
dence on one thing, and push that one branch, 
making all things else subsidiary to it Every 
branch ot mechanicnLindustry exhibits the same 
principle ; the t: ades are divided and sub-divid­
ed till it rtquir«» more then fifty men to make 
n wetcb, and more than a dozen to make a boot 
or shoe.

In all tbe profession» we look for the highest 
skill in man who confines himself to the narrow­
est field ; hence, in cases of disease which pre­
sent great difficulty, we do not think of calling 
the ordinary physician, but we go to the man 
who baa given his whole attention to the one 
particular organ iu which the disease is located, 
or to the one disease which is preying upon it.

Nor does the sacred office constitute an excep­
tion to thia general truth. Here, as elsewhere, 

attain the end» of their calling beat who

In eome cases the selections are not made of hymn 
or chapter till near the time for the service to 
commence. No wonder that all such feil to in­
struct or interest their heareii in the reading por­
tions cf the service. The hymns a-e devotional 
the Scriptures are tie word God ; both deserve 
from their nature, from their relation to God 
and their other relations to the people, to be read 
si well as sanctified human study and effort can 
render them. We can conceive how the Scrip­
tures may be read, to as not only to secure and 
fix the attention of all, but so aa at the same 
time to send the true expression of God’s 
thought to the heart of the attentive listener.

In order to this there must be due solemnity 
in the tone of voice, and in the whole manner 
of the reader; a becoming reverence for the 
truth which he reads, for the author of it, the 
place, and the people, in the general bearing 
acd style of the minister, officiating thus at 
God’s altar. Any mistake, blunder, wrong 
accent, or mispronunciation of a word, the 
result of inattention or carelessness, is awful, 
almost a crime under these circumstances. 
What a discord it sends j erring and grating 
upon the sensibilities of - the audience ! Those 
things are unpardonable offenses in the pulpit. 
The man who insists upon perpetrating them 
should be censured and disciplined by the 
proper officers of his church. In preaching, in 
the height of his zeal and inspiration aman may 
be pardoned for an incorr ct or inadvertent 
expression ; but there is no place for pardon in 
the hymn or Scripture lesson, which he shonld 
have taken ample time to study and consider. 
Great improvement in this matter, to the great 
benefit of tbe church and the great glory of the
Master, m;ght be made with very little effort.__
Zion’s Herald.

a department, and eorcen-

From the Church Union.
The Rejected Stone the Head of the 

Corner.
Ihe dread of fanaticism baa always been re­

garded as a wholesome restraint upon the mis 
nonary zeal of the Church of Christ. To tx 
linguist, a noisy radical or a windy ranter ha, 
almost the universal admiration ef the beat and 
meat substantial citizens of every commuai,y 
8uch people love pears, end a disturber of the 
peace is a nuisance which onr cultivated and 
conservative tla.se, pray to have abated. This 
•eems veiy wise and plausible, end yet tried by 
this test almost every truth that ever blessed 
the world would havt been strangled in this very 
ffort to abate the nuisance of fanatical agitation 

Bui we apply these remarks more eaperial], 
to the Methodist branch of the Church. If we 
look over the century past no single event of 
church hietory has more significance than the 
growth and preaeot universal proportion» of 
Wesleyan Methodism in all iu branche». It is 
the great event ot the century. Preebyterian- 
tm, toward which we personally incline, for the 

un recur inn character of ite polity, u well as 
sound tbeology-for the Pre.byterian danomi- 
nation ta a treasury of doctrine—yet Presbyte­
rianism is scarcely stronger relatively to-day 
tkan it was two hundred year. ago. Puritanism 
is not the power this day that it was in Grom- 
well’s time, ceteris paribus. Lutheranism is 
squab!#, and at a stand still, and |,„ been so 
for a hundre 1 years. Episcopacy has not ,ht 
power now that it had under Elizabeth,

Tbe Baptists have a physical and a natural 
growth; but their power as a sect is due to 
their evangelism, approaching, in the South end

Nova Scotia Legislate e
The Session ws. opened on SatanU. i„,

2 p. m., by Hi. E.cellency th. Lieut. 0„eto, r 
Sir Wm. Fenwick Willis», of Ksri B ' 
K.C.B. His Excellency was attended b; s bril 
liant Staff, and was received with th.cu,l0B111, 
honours. Tbe Hcu„ of Awabl, b.rin, „ 
tended m obedience to Hie Kzeelleno,-, com- 
mand, the Session was opened with ,h. f»ll0,i„ 

SPEECH:
Mr. President, and Honorable Gentle men of ,lu 

Legislative Council :
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen cj the Rouse ot 

Assembly ; J
In meeting you at a moat important epoch i„ 

the affaira of British North America, it iffrrd, 
me much pleasure to be able to congratulate uu 
on the continued peace aid prosperity ol ihe 
Province during the paet year.

While these Colonies have been subjected to 
the threats, and in acme instances to the invasion 
of lawless men, our Province has been eximpted 
from any attack, and although onr local lore» 
nobly responded to the call which was made 
upon them in tbe early part of tbe year to arm 
for the purposes of defence, happily no oewsnt) 
occurred to require thtir services to reptl si 
invader.

The exigencies of the Province cf Ne» Brett- 
wick rendering it neeeeeary for s time to with­
draw a large portion of Her Msjmtyk Troopa 
from ibis Garrison for the protectim of tint 
Colony, it was with ihe utmost sitiafictioa that 
1 was enabled to fill their places ferOarriaonduly 
by portion# of the Halifax Volunteer and Militia 
Artillery and the Volunteer Battalion, tlfrto 
mark how well that service wa, performed. Tbe 
readiness and good discipline of the oEmm sad 
men who were then employed, show how avA 
has been t fleeted by the efforts made durlag tbs 
last few years to place our local fcKts in a pro­
per condition, and bow much we sac dapaad 
upon them in the hour of need.
Mr. ‘Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Horn sf 

Assembly :
The Public Accounts will be submitted to ye 

without delay, end will exhibit the fioaeew si 
tbe Country in a state of unprecedented J»»- 
perity. Large ns was the revtnue o( the pre­
vious year, the accounts will show the grndying 
feet that it has been greatly exceeded by that ef 
1866. The Estimates for the prirent jest til 
also be laid before you.
Mr. F resident, and Honorable Gentlemen of Ik 

Legislative Council :
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of Ihe See* *f 

Assembly :
I have again to express my regret that it» 

Government of the United Statei nave sihsrd 
to their policy of last year, obstructing Bit W* 
which under the Reciprocity Tresff ** " 
beneficial to their own country as well M *■> '''' 
Province. I have, however, '0 «tale lth»1 'hc 
abrogation of the Treaty has been Rath li” 
prejudicial to us than waa anticipated, e*j> >° 
acme respects has been productive of 1°”-”1 
uniting more cloerly tbe interests and the Trio 
of this and the other North American Colonie».

In accordance with s Resolution of tbs Legi*' 
lature passed last union,,ie Ccmetieion c 
the Paris Exhibition ws. organized, asd by w 
labor, of tbe gentlemen comprising
• large number of valuable articles,
the varied resources of the Province, bate 
collected anti i-i-ut for»aid to Puts ; •**' .- 
confidently expected that the remits 1 
exbibitiot. will be of material advantage J 
best interest, of the Province.

Owing to the fin.nci.l difficulties in the mom) 
market of Great Britain list J«“- J° gi?*!”
• as made in the construction oi -h* .
and Annapoii, Railroad : but it afford) me»»» 
pleasure to itute that by » ne» ocnlraet 
under the provisions of the law relating^ ' 
this important work hss been now ct
hands of competent parties, with swvj PJVcompetent parties, — - - -
ot satisfactory accomplishment 
has betii made in the conetruction eftne ,S coimiuv>»"“ . ,
Ra'bcad, a portion of which has ***’* elj 
opened for the accommodation of thepc _> 
it is fully anticipated that it will be comp 
the time mentioned» the contract

The paper» and reports of the Join* ^ 
«ion to Brésil and the Weat Indie* ww -jj 
before you, end it is hoped that ®®c“Ï , |bt 
result from lh» efforts the» made to » qj0. 
commerce of tbe British North A"*rl 
nies with those portions of tbe g‘™*

It is gratifying to me -to advert j® , 
progress made in the important esuse 
cation under recent enactments 

I rejoice to be able to congratulate 
the success which has attended the ^
sent bv me ander your authority to ,^
- - ssty’.G v-rum.nt °»tb.U*«

The papers relating-to this ^
subject will be immediately laid before j ,
- ....... ............ the ÜBIOO Of W”"the firm conviction that the Vnion ^
New Brunswick, un-i Nova Seotin, nf"*^ 
terms provided in the Bill submt ^ 
Majesty’s Government to the d all
ment, will largely increase tbe, 
these Provinces, and contribute t® _|ùch 
and stability of thoae Btiliab lnatitu _d 
it is their good fortune to enj '7- .
your consideration such changes 
ments in our existing laws »» ’
necessary.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY-
March 16.1W"

When the members returned to th«H ^ 
her after bearing tbe Governo SJJJhot, 
Address in reply was m0Teli.e7;j ea ;hs•****' 
seconded by M r Churchill, sod iud on w 
when the House adjourned.

-rrrAThe House met »t
Campbell moved an amendment to jgj» E»-
tbe Address in reply to the Spf ,g, Pro* 
cellency which refers to ti» b length
vinces, and addressed the Honae K'I**- 
The amendment was seconded oy ^
The Prov. Secretary vindicated «■ ^ped 
friends of Union, *Dd. •** a" -u- 
now opening before British Am y^w*» 
nand end the Financial Secretary to— _ 
the tveaing.

otbJ

DoN*t|
ficHOOt-

,sp*r, •“!

School Hi
Church.

» DonatiI
•oune*' n Tto the iH
lb» B»r»>1
which notl
Tee »• lb^SSfaA
Union Meel
of Prayer.
act no mui 
that of th»J 
end religv 
under the I 
rery 'el'H 
ermmuntiy.j 
Minister, »< 
able intercol 
We ob»erve|
petty ia to I 
the baaume't 
gratifying M 
liberality ail
sot section» J

Mr. Rob*.
Stewische, i
jet Buckle!
With honour!
ace Ct'llepe.l
Cel InetilutKf 

Lecture 
dent intorn 
Mechanic’» 
g,q.. on the 
end remark»] 

The kctti|
magnificent <
phcally potl
wonderful aff
the body to I 
hr it fly on n.aj
and ita ipoc l 
for worhmanl 
creative ekillf 
In «peeking < 
we posses» nI 
that archil»"1 
end rich.be 
man-'hand, 
leieetirg **l 
of thia inve!| 
The lecturer
and curivu* 
and the 
and their 
aad happine 
culated to in1 
of the »kiu 
duced over 
delicate net 
minute that l 
then 123 000 
pervading or 
parent coat 
vermilion ov< 
cheeks; in n 
Interesting, a; 
tion. R-mar 
of lha Leet 
Gelling, ant) 
of thenke pi 
aeivleei.

The Royal J 
ihe Colonial i 
Governor » c.| 
Royal Sign 1 
of the V ctol 
eon» serving f 
msy hereafit ij 
Colonies.

Fee Deleg! 
tion of tke A| 
the legielatio 
U completed.| 
of New Brun 
gonish, tbe ttj 
returns 1 ; lit* 
land.

A Sergeant I 
prosecution i
was married I 
soon after th! 
Weal India»,I 
sent case.

A man nad 
by the expies] 
on Saturday 
strujk him, I 
him le the gri 
from a «imitai 
loeality witbiij

A telegran 
moreland Ua 
consequence i 
pended, the 
nous, end til 
to'cloee.—C,Al

A fiancee ol 
Monel on and! 
A sailor holdil 
a firat class ct 
the officer» ejil 
fired, the shod 
Canon, bagge 
The sailor wal

Several triq 
in St. John 
A wooden bul 
on, this was [ 
combustible 
and when the| 
Wood burn, 
strapped up 
and a few “ 
«aye a St. Job 
the whole.”

P. E. Isla| 
•aye We i 
consequence 
vereely to tb«j 
members of 
done so befoL. 
officialr, placj 
his excellency 
merely hold i 
pointed.

_ Canadian I
Hsh.a a budg! 
follows :— 

People will! 
A. Macdonaiq 
home each wil 

It is said, fa 
Maedoceid, ol 
“f Upper CatT 
governor of (L 
Canada lead»I 
the fusion of " 

Aa to Lo« 
between Sir .. 
•a Lieutenant 
main» at the 1 
Hon. Mr. Lett 
r*l of Lower! 
either Prime I 
Pederal MiniJ

Canadian . 
that orders tuL 
• and volunleel 
•ervice on th| 
that officers — 
Etta-and Wil 
"iodation.

Telegram 9 
—Rumors I 

■•■ta in the ti 
« ie «aid that] 
of important | 
«•» the Hon. | 

hare, iate 
dlately.

Montreal 1
■Oder the cod 
»U1I «apply ol
■orning fur (J 
”°yal Anillerl 
°0 frontier dul
took place yeaf 
ntjaa and staff 

Toronto, ; 
•oat# movems,
particulars of ]


