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PROTESTANTISM AND ROMAN 
CATHOLICISM.

Roman Catholics generally believe that 
at no distant day Protestantism will perish. 
On the other hand, many Protestants be
lieve that the Papal Church must sooner or 
later cease to exist. Are these beliefs well 
founded ? Do they seem to be warranted 
by what is transpiring throughout the 
Christian world ?

Protestantism and Roman Catholicism 
have a common enemy with which they are 
in fierce and determined conflict. That 
enemy is ths scientific scepticism of the day, 
which wages war upon supernaturalism of 
every kind and degree. This, however, is 
not a new enemy. It has long been striv
ing to undermine the foundations of the 
Christian religion ; but as it has been foiled 
hitherto, we see no reason to believe that 
it will triumph in the future. Judgiug from | 
the, past, and noting what is occurring 
now,we infer that while scepticism will, for 
a time, eclipse faith in the minds of multi
tudes born and bred in the bosom of Pro
testantism and Roman Catholicise, it will 
prove powerless to overthrow rit ter one or 
the other.

Protestantism and Roman Catholicism 
are at perpetual strife one with the other, 
the world ever, though the war does not 
rage with equal severity at all points. In 
England, Catholicism is making rapid head
way. For thirty years past a steady stream 
of English converts has been pouring into 
the bosom ol the Catholic Church. These 
have been won mainly from the wealthier 
and the more cultured classes under the in 
fluence of the Church of England. They 
have carried with them into the Papal 
Church an immense amount of wealth, from 
which large contributions are being deriv. 
ed for the establishment and maintenance 
of Papal institutions. The English move
ment Rome ward has experienced a slight 
check from the action of the Vatican Coun
cil in defining the dogma of Iufallibity of 
the Pope. But it is likely to take in larger 
proportions than ever, inasmuch as the 

causes that chiefly produced the movement 
are steadily operating with more aud more 
force. Those causes are the propagation 
of Roman Catholic doctrines and the spread 
of Roman Catholic observances by the in
creasingly powerful ritualistic and sacra- 
meutarian party in the Anglican Commu
nion. It seems certain that the Papal 
Church will yet gain large accessions ar the 
result of ritualistic zeal in the English 
Church. Meanwhile, however, Noncon
forming Protestantism in England is deve
loping great strength.

In France, Roman Catholicism is far less 
politically powerful then it was under the 
Empire, though it is said that in certain 
parts of that country its religious influence 
has been augmented of late in consequence 
of certain supposed miraculous appearances 
of the Virgin Mary. But it has lost some 
distinguished men from its communion. On 
the other hand, French Protestantism has 
gained a freedom of action which it scarcely 
ever had before. It seems disposed to 
make good use of its liberty to throw off 
the incubus of a chilling rationalism which 
for a long time enchained its energies, 
borne of its sections are winning consider
able success in evangelistic effort, and 
altogether its outlook is encouraging.

The state of things in Germany is not 
promising for Roman Catholicism. The 
old Catholic movement is withdrawing very 
many thousands from the Papal fold who 
will never return thither. How tar that 
movement will extend is not yet apparent, 
but it is materially weakening the Papal 
Church in Germany. And it now seems 
probable that in the contest between the 
Papacy and the Empire a large number of 
the German Catholics will prefer the rights 
of their country to the claims of their 
Church. We do not clearly gather what 
effect, if any, the consolidation of Germany 
is having upon the spiritual condition of 
German Protestantism. But it is manifest 
that by the establishment of the new Ger
man Empire the relative importance of 
German Protestantism baa been vastly in
crease^.

The progress of events in Spain is not 
Selling to the advantage of the Papal cause ; 
neither is it very favorable to Protestant 
evangelism. In Italy, Protestantism is 
making steady progress. It has gathered 
many new congregations, and has won 
some thousands of converts. It is operat
ing with increaaiog activity in the chief 
centres throughout the Peninsula, and every 
where with encouraging prospects. How 
large its ultimate success will prove will 
perbape greatly depend upon whether or no 
the successor of Pio Nouo shall frankly 
reconcile himself to the unity of Italy with 
Renee for its capital. If Italian patriotism 
be made permanently incompatible with 
Roman Catholicism, Protestantism will have 
splendid chances in Italy.

In Switzerland the Roman Catholic 
Church is losing many adherents as the re
sults of the conflict there carried on between 
Church and State. In Belgium, which 
however is almost entirely a Catholic coun
try, Ultramootaniam is obtaining control of 
the situation. -In British America Catho
licism is just holding its own. In the 
United States, it seems clear that while the 
Papal Church is strongly entrenching itself 
there, it is yet losing large numbers of per
sons born within its domain, who are being 
absorbed into the great Protestant mass of 
the population.

In Mexico various Protestant bodies are 
beginning to operate with most flattering 
prospects ef success. The Methodist Epis
copal Cherches of the U. Slates, North and 
South, are both establishing missions in the 
land of Montezuma. Many Protestant con 
gregarious have already been gathered in 
the Mexican cities, and the prospect for 
their rapid multiplication is surprisingly 
good.

In the South American States, the Ro
mas Catholic Chareb, though far less 
powerful there then formerly is not serious
ly disturbed by Protestant effect.

In the greet Heathen Mission field both 
Protestantism and Catholicism are exert
ing themselves with success. In Chine, 
Japan and India, the Papal Church has 
the advantage of having under its control 
a considerable population composed of the 
descendants of converts made by its zealous 
missionaries sever-1 hundred years ago. 
But Protestantism is now labouring in In
dia and China with ever increasing suc
cess ; and it is about to enter Japan in 
force under encouraging auspices, while in 
Africa and Oceanica it has accomplished 
graud results.

Upon the whale, the appearance of things 
does not seem to justify the belief that 
either Prêtestautism or Reman Catholicism 
ie drawing toward the close of its career, 
though the prospect is at present in the 
main, more favorable for the former than 
for the letter. J R. N.

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE.

second great feature of this Conference was could be of much use; it wee therefore te- dis. New Conoezlon Confernces. we. held in to lotteries by sdvrrliriog tbcm, tbu, viol.-ing 
seiuuu great lemiure vi iuw , , . . ’ f. . ■ «2___t-___________ ... .___ -,------- j i s™.—A.. April : the law, end leading •• many perrons, nsrticu
the division of their vast field ef labor into 
four departments—New Sooth Wales »°d 
Queensland, Victoria and Tasmanie, South 
and Western Australia, and New Zealand. 
Each of these will have Me own Annual 
Confereeoe, and all will be governed by a 
General Conference to meet once in three 
years. This is a most important arrange
ment, and doubtless will tend to strengthen 
aud consolidate the work of God in that 
prosperous region, and prepare the way lor 
jet more extensive triumphs.

The decision at which we have just 
glanced, will doubtless have great weight 
in the deliberations upon which your own 
Conference is about to enter, end for the 
success and wise determination ol which we 
earnestly prey.

Yours as ever, in kindest regards,
April 81, 1878. 44 B.”

solved to set apart a
Sunday, May 4. during whioh the igperin- 
tendent of slab circuit shall “ bring me sub
ject of s revival ef spiritual religion in all 
our eborchm before the people.” This ie 
undoubtedly a right step, tod wo earnestly 
pray that it may produce the drained effect.

The Conference waa, in all respects, a very 
happy one. The best spirit animated iia deli
berations ; the service» were well attended, 
and accompanied uitb much hallowed feel
ing ; the weather w«a unusually pleasant for 
the season ; Sydney and its magnifiacot har
bour appeared to the beet advantage ; nothing 
could exceed the kindness of friends, end 
their efforts to make the visit of the ministers

beginaieg with Toronto oo Wednesday end Tbaraday. April ; the lew, and leading - many persona, psrlieu 
‘ ■ 9,b tod lOtb. In the absence of the Rev. Ur.1 larly ) ung men. into the t. uip'atioa of buy

Punition, the Rev. Dr. Evens wet called to the j in* j •«>"«> ***
chair tod presided with marked ability end ac 1 l*Dd*’r'"* to 'bet depraved desire to get 

Tbe report ot the tab-committee 1 “00u> w,,b<,,,‘ WOrk,°« ,ur or ea,mu* !b,‘
eeptanee. , . . , . fills our prisons
appointed to prepare the detail, of the plan of f , disboDe,t popU].tion "
nnion, waa received, and, with some slight 
modification, was adopted. The state ol the 
funds of the negotiating churches was then con
sidered, and resolutions in relation to them, 
apparently ol a very sati-tactory character, 
were agreed to. Tbe Committees did not close 
their sittings until e very fu 1 and comprehen
sive scheme ol union was completed, covering 
all point- ol difference between the conimuni-

ith thieves, and our cities 
In reply

to this and similar communications, the l unes 
says : “ We have decided to close our columns 
once and for all against this class of ad ver-, 
tisements.”—Montreal Witness.

Gooden ; the negative by Messrs. Geo. F. 
Johnson and ft. Butcher. Alter the regu, 
Inrly appointed debates concluded, I lie suh. 
ject was discussed by President Allison, 
Dr. Stewart. Principal Inch, Rev Messrs. 
Burwash, Todd, Hrvllle,1 and others. The 
Eurhctorian has not given a more success
ful entertainment lor tear-, and may be 
well congratulated ou jla intellectual vigor. 
Chignecto l'u*l.
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pleasant exceed all praise ; the pic-nic to the ,jM represented. Tbe secretaries were re-

Ths Queen's visit to Victoria Park—The 
Parliamentary recess and Easter celebra
tions—The Budget for 1873—2he Aus
tralian Conference, Mr. Boyce's visit, 
and the Etui Conferential arrangements. 
Dear Mr. Editor,—Amoog the nota

ble events of the past fortnight, is the visit 
made by Her Majesty tbe Queen to the 
East of London and Victoria Park. It was 
done in a quiet and unofficial manner, but 
yet it afforded an immense amount of plea
sure to the toiling thousand», who live in 
those denaely populated regious and gave 
them for tbe first time a sight of the Queen 
in their midst. Tbe route for Her Majes
ty'» journey waa through streets aud local 
ities to which she was personally a stranger 
and must have been nearly seven miles in 
length. The Park which bears the name 
of the Queen, and was now for the first 
time visited by her, is becoming a place of 
■ esort for many of the middle class, but it 
has been from its opening end is at present 
the grand pleasure ground of East London 
and thronged by tens of thousaods of the 
poorest aod hardest workers which are to 
be found in all the great City. To them it 
is a very great boon, and it appears to be 
duly appreciated by those for whose special 
benefit the beautiful grounds have been 
secured. The Blast of London cannot com
plain of oversight or neglect on tbe part of 
those in authority. It has now its Free 
Exhibition of costly and rare articles, in a 
spacious and well-arranged building at 
Bethnal Green, its famed Victoria Park and 
Columbia Market, with all its varied accom- 
modotien, built at the sole expense of the 
Berooese Coutle In this wide expense of 
closely packed dwellings end hives of indus
try, the Home Missions of our own beloved 
Methodism, have wou some of tbe grandest 
triumphs aud conferred great blessings upon 
the people. Many new chapels have been 
erected, and schools established, with all 
tbe instrumentalities of our church in full 
operation, where a lew short years ago, 
there were only centres of sbounding spiri
tual destitution and unblushing sin.

Our Imperial Legislators have been 
keeping holiday for the greater part of the 
fortnight. This is a regular institution of 
the Houses, and the pressure of public busi
ness must indeed be tremendous which 
would induce them to forego their Easier 
release from Loodoo, aod the duties atten
dant upon law-making. Blaster has been 
duly celebrated. The working men have 
had their holidays, and increased dissipa
tion on every side became painfully appar
ent. The Ritualist Churches have had a 
grand time, aod have been thronged by 
eager crowds to behold the gorgeous spec
tacles, the splendid “ getting up " of the 
dresses—the altar*—the incense—and all 
the rest which constitute the chief delight 
of those renegade priests of the English 
National Church. It is pleasant to report 
the simplicity, aod deep spiritual earnestness 
with which the days of hallowed memories 
were kept by our Methodist people. Ser
mons appropriate to the events commemo
rated, and duties in strict accordance with 
the intent of the observance, were the rule 
upon all our circuit», and in all oor princi
pal chapels. In many circuits, the Mis
sionary Anniversary ie held on Good Fri
day, and it is found to answer exceedingly 
well. The people are at liberty for the 
greater part of the day, and the themes 
which are dwelt upon, stir the soul to en
quire, “ What can Ido to make it known, 
what Thou for all mankind hast done ?’

Mr. Lowe, the Chancellor of the Ex
chequer, presented bis annual Budget, just 
before the House ol Commons broke up 
for the Easter recess. It was generally 
known that a splendid surplus had been 
secured, and the chief curiosity felt was as 
to the remission of burdens for the coming 
year. The prosperity of the country dur
ing this financial year has been unparal- 
clled, and six millions more than the esti
mate have actually been received. With 
this one-half of the “Alabama" indemnity 
ia to be paid, and some fractional part of 
tbe National debt is to be paid off. For 
the future we have the promire of a penny 
in the pound less upon tbe Income Tax, 
and a very great reduction in the duties 
levied upou all kinds of sugar, ia promised. 
These will be the principal alterations, aod 
they are substantial and most acceptable. 
The continued high rates ot coal, aod near
ly all necessaries of daily consumption, 
press heavily upon the middle classes, 
whose incomes are fixed, and the reductions 
promised will tell in their favor. Tbe 
Budget appears to be a popular one, and 
the Government will not experience much 
difficulty in getting it through.

We have just received full particulars of 
the Australian Conference which closed its 
sessions on the 31st of January. It is but 
57 years since the first solitary Missionary 
of our Church went out to plant Methodism 
in those distant regions ; aod now this 
Nineteenth Annual Conference reports 361 
European or native Ministers ; 2948 chap
els or preaching places ; 66,686 members, 
and a vast array of Sabbath and Day 
School Scholars. Two circumstances con
tributed to make this Conference important 
and memorable. The first was the pres
ence of the Rev. W. B. Boyce, so well- 
known and highly honored In Australia, 
and the representative of the Missionary 
Committee in London. His appearance 
upon tbe old field of bis earlier labors and 
successes, afforded great pleasure, and bis 
matured experience aud intimate acquain
tance with all tbe minuliæ ef the relations 
of Methodism in the Southern World to the 
Parent body at home, materially helped to 
arrange upon a satisfactory basis the new 
“ regime ” upon which they were about to 
enter. Mr. Boyce delivered tbe charge to 
the newly ordained ministers, aod the re
port of bis address, shews it to have been 
brimful of excellent counsel—abreast of all 
the current speculations aod insidious 
teachings of the day, aud containing practi
cal advice, salutary aud precious to minis
ters in all places aud at all times. The

THE AUSTRALASIAN WESLEYAN 
METHODIST CONFERENCE

Thk Melbourne Wesleyan Chronicle of 
Feb. 20, speaking of the Conference says

A brief review will serve to show that a 
good deal of real work has been dooe.

1. The Pleo for Annual and General 
Conferences which occupied so large an 
amount of time in its consideration last 
year, end which had to lie submitted to the 
British Conference for their approval, has 
now been finally adopted, end will come at 
once into force. Some few suggestions 
from the home authorities had to be con 
sidered ; one of these was adopted, but tbe 
others were regarded as unsuitable. It 
was a subject of no small gratification to 
those who bad tor years takes an active in
terest in this scheme, that it was found to 
be so complete as to endure the scrutiny of 
keen men to whom in England its consider 
ation was submitted. No doubt we shall 
find some weak place or two in the practi 
cal working of the scheme : but it will be 
easy to set these right as they may occur,

2. Hitherto it has been tbe usage at the 
district meeting to elect the representative 
to the Stationing Committee by the vote 
of tbe ministers only. In future this will 
not be so, but both ministers and laymen 
when present at the financial district 
meeting will unite in voting ; so that the 
minister elected will be the representative 
not of the ministers only, but ol the circuits 
likewise.

3. It has sometimes happened that cir
cuit stewards have not been either leaders 
or society or poor stewards, sud in conse- 
queoee have had no seat in a leaders' meet
ing. This has been felt to be an incon
venience. A law has now been passed 
making circuit stewards as such members 
of the leaders’ meeting of the principal soci
ety in the circuit.

4 Another change has been made— 
triflling, perhaps, at first sight, but some 
what significant. It has been the rule that 
no minister can return to a circuit to whioh 
he has been appointed until eight jeers 
have expired. This not unfrequently has 
been a source of very considerable difficulty 
and efforts have at different times been 
made to repeal tbe la*, but without success 
The Conference has now determined that 
tbe period of six years shall be substituted 
for eight, a step which we hope, at no dis
tant time, to see followed by the removal of 
all regulation on the subject from our statute 
book, so that there may be uo impediment 
to appointing men to the places to which 
they are best suited. These, so far as we 
can recollect, are the actual changes which 
are made, and we feel sure they will be re 
garded with considerable satisfaction.

But other important measures received 
atteution, and though for the present uo de
cision has been arrived at respecting them 
they plainly foreshadow changes in our dis
cipline. B'oremost among such questions 
is that of lay representation in Couliereuce, 
The principle that there should be lay re
presentation in Conference was affirmed by 
an almost unanimous vote ; and a commit
tee is appointed to consider the whole sub
ject, and report to the annual Conferences. 
Tte question is oue of great difficulty, aud 
will require very careful consideration, 
arising, tor the most part, from tbe legal 
questions involved, and as affecting the 
trusts of all the Wesleyan Church proper
ties throughout the Connexion. We are 
no believers in any hasty attempt at the 
settlement of such a matter ; but we have 
uo doubt of an ultimate and not very far 
distant arrangement, which will meet the 
reasonable expectation ol »U parties.

It will be seen that very important 
changes are taking place in some ef our 
South Sea Missions. Tue Friendly Islands 
have this year contributed for various re
ligious purposes—such as Church buildings 
supporting schoolmasters and native teach
ers, sod the general objects of the minion 
—the astonishing sum of £9,000. The 
Tougane ate anxious to be directed into a 
distinct church ; or, in other words to bear 
a relation to the Australasian Conference 
similar to that of any colonial district, end, 
to shew their fitness for this, they have 
made the surprising financial effort of which 
we have spokes. The Conference has re
ceived their application favourably, and has 
remitted it to the Missionary Committee, 
who are empowered to act as they may 
think beat. We may assume, therefore, 
that almost at once Tonga will cease its 
mission relation and take that of an inde
pendent district. It is not to be expected 
that the outburst of liberality will, or in
deed can, continue ; still there will be no 
difficulty, unless some serious dynastio 
revolution takes place, io the Tongens 
sustaining their religious and educational 
institutions in full efficiency.

The presence of tbe Rev. W. B. Boyce,

Zig-tHg and the excursion round tbe bsibonr 
were occasions of interest and pleasure, which 
will never be forgotten by those who bed the 
good fortune to be present All our recollec
tions of the Conference of 1813 are of the 
pleasantest k nd, and we fervently pray /hit 
the year which it introduces stay prvve/to be 
very hippy sod prosperous.

CANADIAN METHODIST UNION.

(From the Christian Guardian.)
The committees appointed by the last 

Wesleyan and New Connexion Conferences 
to consider the subject of uniou between 
these two bodies and complete the plan for 
its accomplishment, met last week in the 
Metropolitan Church in this city. After 
spending two whole day» io further consid
ering points arising out of the propi-sed 
union, and the changes it renders necessary, 
a report covering the whole ground, was 
adopted, which only awaits the acceptance 
of the two Conferences to render tbe union 
of these two churches a certainty. The 
negotiations between the two committees 
were conduc ed in a most brotherly spirit, 
which gave an earnest of tbe prosperous 
and successful working ot the proposed 
union. The Itev. Dr. Funshon was un
able to be present at the meeting, but bis 
place as chairman ol the united committees 
was efficiently filled by the Rev. Dr. Evans 
As far as we can new judge, there is the 
strongest probability that this union will 
be consummated before kng. True, there 
may be a few in each body who may op
pose union, or accept it reluctantly ; but we 
are persuaded that any antagonism of this 
kind will speedily die out without auy per
manent evil result. We have taken au im
portant step, and laid a broad foundation 
tor a united Canadian Methodism. We 
shell be glad if the Primitive and other 
Methodist bodies should see it to be best to 
join this uniou movement. Very serious 
changes are involved in the proposed union 
of three Conferences now negotiating. 
Alter all these changes are adopted and 
carried out in actual practical operation, it 
will, to say the leusi, he more difficult to 
make chauges or modification, which any 
other Methodist body might deem necessary, 

conditions of uidling with the larger 
church contemplated. Many,who would now 
be willing to give lull consideration to any 
terms proposed by any of these bodies 
would hare strong objections to repeated 
tinkering aud modifying of the constitution 
of the church alter it had been fully consid
ered and settled. If all Methodists will re
solve to do what is most lor the glory of 
God and the prosperity of Methodism as a 
whole, we have uo fear for the result.

Tbe following on the same subject is 
from the Evangelical Witness—the Organ 
of the Methodist New Connexion Church 
of Canada : —

From correspondence direct and indirect, 
with parties in attendance at the late meet
ings of oar Executive and Union Commit
tees held in tbe city of Toronto, we are 
glad to learn that the measures then taken 
were such as secured a very general agree
ment amongst the members ol those com
mittees, and as bave advanced materially 
the objects towards which that agreement 
was directed. The gravity of the present 
“situation” in the négociations now in 
progress between the Wesleyan* and our
selves, looking towards organic union eau 
hardly be over estimated. A timely sug
gestion appears in the Christian Guardian, 
which we commend to oar own people as 
equally suited to ourselves at this important 
, tincture!. It ie as follows :

UNION lit PRATER.

As the union ol tbe different bodies of the 
Methodist family in Canada is conleaaedly a 
desirable object, and as it will be the topic of 
mnch discussion at the approaching Confei- 

—moat of which are held in the month 
of June—and as undoubtedly there must be 
In tbe nature of things many difficulties in the 
way, and, at we believe as a church in tbe 
power and efficacy ot united prayer, would it 
be out ol place to suggest it as a topic ot spec
ial prayer to all the friends of united Metho
dism, that they should meet in spirit at some 
given hour and day previous to said Confer
ences, to humble themselves before God for tbe

piested to prepare tbe report tor submission Io 
the Conference, whose action will be regarded 
with great ansiety by all who are interested in 
tbe prosperity of Canadian Method ism.

tbe aenior missionary secretary of tbe English
Con-.

present shape and position than to him. Ail 
who had known bin during his previous resi
dence amongst ng were delighted to bail him 
as a tried and valued Irtend $ while those 
who knew him by name only, were glad to 
listen to bis sagickms counsels, given in bis 
owe racy manner. We have no doubt'that 
tbe benefit to our mirtiona, especially from 
Mr. Boyos’i visit and eonosela, will be large 
end permanent. All will regret that bis 
visit will be eo brief; but his Eaglish du
ties render any lengthened itay impossible. 
Mr. Boyce returns by this month’» mail stea
mer, end we trust be will be favoured with a 
safe voyage by the will of God.

One other topic only can we apeak of at 
present and that is one which greatly 
depresses us. Tbe numerical returns reveal 
tbe I act that there has been a decrease of 
over 900 members in our colonial churches 
during the last year. In every other depart-

rienceot Holiness may prevail among»! 
them.

And for our Times, that they may be marked 
by a Continuous Revival of Religion 
issuing in tbe salvation ol multitudes, both 
St boom ecd abroad.

Special. Time:—
Every Friday, aa near twelve o’clock, noon, as 

can be arranged.

Name:-
Date :--------
“ And all thing» whatsoever ye shall aak in 

prayer, believing,)» aba 1 receive.”—Mat!. 
xzi. 22.

I am pleased to aay tbe band baa atrelbed 
across the ocean, and in England many will 
unite with ua at that delightful hour. May 
many more in Canada unite in tbe band.

James Harris.
Since handing the above to tbe printer the

ment we have to record mort gretifying .uo- lonowing bsl been received from a member of 
oert-bere Moue we la,I. Taking both Home {U M N c Union Committee 
and Foreign Mission», there is * slight in
crease, The subject received as mneb sttso- *“,TL>i0 01 TH* committees ow method.»! 
lion as it was possible, with the great pressure j union.
of business, to give to it ; but it was felt that A meeting of the Committees on Union, ap-

THE “VISITOR" AND WESLEY.

John Wesley must have been a most 
wooderful man. The “ Life of Wesley bus 
been written a great many times, by able 
men. Other clever men will go over the 
same ground again ; and we shall probably 
have a uew “ Life #/ Wesley ” every few 
years for the uext half century, lly tbe 
volumes already published ou Wesley it 
appears that he was a person of great ver
satility. He was an Episcopalian. He 
was a High Churchman. He was a Low 
Church. He was a Presbyterian. He was 
a Conservative. He was a Tory. He 
was a Whig. He was a Jacobite. He 
was a Pretender. He was a Monarchist. 
He was a Republican. He was Calvinistic. 
lie was an Armiuiau. lie was a Metho
dist. We do not claim to say that Wesley 
himself claimed to be so many-sided, but 
thus bis numerous antagonists spake ol 
him.

The Christian Visitor this week (April 
16), auoounces upon the authority of some 
statements in Tyerman’t Life of Wesley 
that Wesley u>a« a Baptist. The Metho
dists for a long time have supposed that 
Wesley was the Pounder of Methodism ; 
but the Visitor will conijiel them, by aud 
bye, perhaps, to give up their claims to him 
altogether.

Tbe Visitor quotes from Tyermau to 
show that when Wesley was in Savannah, 
Georgia, in 1736, an indictment was 
brought against bint in the courts for “ re
fusing to baptize children otherwise than by 
dipping.’’ In the same quotation oue “ E. 
B.’ is introduced, who writes as if Metho
dists in Savannah at that time were very 
wicked because they “ sprinkled children.” 
“ Oue Hooker, an editor,” is introduced to 
prove that “ Wesley baptized adults " who 
had been baptized in infancy.

Although tbe evidence in the Visitor, 
which goes to make Weeley look like a 
ve-y miscellaneous mongrel, is rather 
“ mixed,” still it would be uucourteous in us 
to question its veracity, because it is tbe 
assertion of oue “ E- B.” whatever that 
means, end “ one Hooker, an editor,” who
ever he was. Of course as that “ one 
Hooker ” was a Savannah “editor,” he 
would not lie about such a man as John 
Wesley.

'tbe Visitor may think it a necessity, on 
its part, to prove that Wesley was a genu
ine Baptist, and we would rather like to 
see him do it. What troubles us, hewever, 
is the fact the Visitor does uot give us any 
proof from anything ever B<«/ey himstlf 
said to sustain its position ; hut relies on 
the assertion of oue “ E. B." and “ oue 
Hooker, an editor,” both of whom were 
obviously antagonistic to Wesley.

Tbe dosing quotation given us by the 
Visitor is somewhat rich, and is as follows :

“ Wesley is charged with taking his con
verts, in the midst of the most severe win
ter, early in the morning, through Irost and 
snow, to the river Froom, at Baptist Mills, 
where, on the ice being broken, lie and they 
went into tbe water where, ‘ with limbs 
shuddering and teeth hackeiing,’ he bap
tised or dipped them."

If that "one Hooker, an editor,” could 
so graphically depjet the " limbs shudder
ing and teeth hackering” down in Savan
nah, where tbe people don't know what cold 
weather ts, we should like to have had that

one Hooker an, editor,” describe a St 
John harbour immersion on one of our gen
uine winter day».

We regret that Mr. Bill should be so un 
wise as to attempt to stir up sectional ani
mosities amongst religious denominations 
in this city, especially on such flifu-y au
thority aa that adduced. At present there 
exists the best ol good feeling between tbe 
Methodists and Baptists—aud indeed, be
tween all Evangelical denominations in our 
midst, and we see no reason why it should 
be disturbed.

It ill becomes the Rev. Editor of the Vis- 
it or, after a lapse of one hundred and fifty 
years, to teach the tens of thousands of 
Wesleyan clergymen, all over all tbe world, 
that they are deceived regarding tbe faith 
bequeathed them by their founder. What

Bye
and bye we may expect to bear from 
Irom some quarter that Calvin was an Ar
menian.—St. John iV. Dominion, April 
19th.

Death baa stricken down one of the finest 
young men in Windsor. Mr. Benjonin F 
Chandler, of the Firm of Chsr.dlcr Bros , 
died on Monday last. His death, it was an
ticipated would occur shortly ; for ail la.-t 
Winter he waa in very delicate health, and 
Spring found him debilitated and failing fast, 
but tbe end came so suddenly that it took his 
friends by surprise. Mr. Chandler was a 
young man of sterling integrity, and in his 
religious and moral character was a model for 
young men. Tbe Wesleyan Cburcb in Wind
sor lias met with a serious loss in bis death, 
for he waa indefatigable in liia exertions to 
promote its prosperity in every way. In the 
Sabbath School, bis exertions, ability and 
wise foresight resulted in placing that sacred 
institution of tbe Church io » most fl wish
ing condition financially. As a Sabbath- 
School teacher be waa ever at hi» post ol 
duty. He was not a fair weather Chris
tian. When often and olteu Ik* weather 
was so uopropilious that with his delica e 
constitution it would have been thought 
quite right tor him to have abeeuted him
self from the Sabbath School aud Church, 
he was present at both. He devoted u 
large portion of his time to the interests 
spiritual and financial of the Church. 
Truly his delight seemed to be in tbe 
House of the Lord, and a pleasant place to 
him was the Sanctuary ol our God. Up 
to the very last be labored for the cause ol 
God ; aud literally died io the harness. 
He has left a number of near relatives aod 
many friends to deplore bis removal, but 
like fruit fully ripe be has been gathered 
by the great husbandman into bis garners. 
Hi» body was conveyed to its la-t resting 
place yesterday afternoon, aud his funeral 
was atlended by a very large number of 
[Hinsons of all denominations and classes. 
The funeral services were performed by 
the Rev. A. S. DesBrisay, according to the 
beautiful service of the Church of England.

Wv are pleased Io learn I bat 
Mr. Benjamin t happen, ol the graduating 
class ol Ml. Allison C-'Urge, recently pa-aed a 
moat creditable proltvsional examination for 
Grammar School License at Fredericton, hit 
work averaging 88. the maximum being 11)0. 
President Jack, I • (' I. , of the University, 
was the examiner ol Mr. Chappell"» papers.

[The above we copy from the t'hignecto 
Post of the 2fib inst. Mr. Chappell is a 
native of this city, ami ia a young man of 
sterling charder and great promise as a 
student. We congratulate him ou Ida suc
cess and feel assured Unit he will continue 
to do honor to Ids unlive Island. Ri>, 
Patriot.]

— l)r. Hopkins, laic lYesideut of Wil^ 
liants College, thinks that the value of a 
college depends less upon what eau lie 
bought with money than on rights methods 
of instruction aud right men—men of good 
common-sense, weight and character, power 
and inspiration, nnd unselfish devotion to 
the higher interests of the students. A 
false impression is given in regard to the 
benefit to undergraduates ol the accumula
tion of materials and books, and of a large 
number ’ot teachers. He also believes that 
tbe best ends are attained where the num
ber of student! is not large.

The Ladies of the Sewing Circles of ths 
Wesleyan Methodist1 hurch, in this City, 
anticipate holding a Bazaar and Fancy sale 
of articles (or children’s wear. Fancy 
worked pieces, &c., some time during the 
mouth of Muy. The object of ibis sale is 
a worthy one, to pay oil" 6400, the existing 
debt on their l’tafhouage and the Church.-— 
Predrricton Beporter,

LOTTERIES—A NEEDED EXAMPLE

divisions of past years, and to earnestly seek
tbe fulfilment ol the Redeemer’s own prayer on 1 presumption I to say the very least, 
our behalf ? John xvii. 20-23. Since our late 
London camp-meeting a band bas been formed 
to pray for our ourselvea and for one another, 
for all ministers, and for Methodism, and for 
all churches, and for our times that they may 
be marked by a continuous revival ol religion ; 
and we meet in spirit at the “ mercy-seat " 
every Friday aa near the hour of twelve o'clock, 
noon, as can^ be arranged. Would it be out 
of place to suggest that on Friday, May 30th, 
this be the spécial subject of prayer, at that 
hour, that aa many aa peeaible will join ua in 
spirit in their closet* or around the family altar ?
I enclose you one of our cards.

PRAYER UNION.
I agree to pray lor tbe following 

Special Scujects :
Society, gave additional interest to tbe Con- For Myself, that I may be sanctified wholly 

M,. B.,0. b.d I»™ r„r I U»
yeera tbe General Superintendent ef tbe, Urd they may be clean 
Australasian Misaient. He waa the first Pro- For Methodism, that it may c- ' ,ily spread 
aident of oor Conference, and lb no roan is. Scriptural Hounkss tr.iuugh the land.
Australasian Methodiam more indebted for its For all Churches, that the doctrine aod expe-

|240 60
Hitherto the manager» have made no 

personal appeal, but assistance ia wanted 
to carry on the work successfully. Seven 
hundred dollars ($700,00) is required for 
the ensuing year ; and we fervently hope 
that the Christian public will grant s gener
ous respouse. Donations will be thankful
ly received by 8 11. Black, Treasurer, aod 
Edward Jost, Esq.

From the American papers we learn 
that probably tbe most stringent lottery law 
iq,the country has been passed by tbe Ohio 
Legislature. The public or private promo
ters, backers, or venders for or on account 
of “ any lottery, policy, or scheme of chance 
of any kind or description by whatever 
nappe, style or title the name may be denom
inated or known, ot wherever located," are, 
upon conviction,to be “ fined in any sum uot 
less than $50 nor more than $500, aud be 
imprisoned in the county jail uot less than 
ten nor more than ninety days, at the 
discretion of the court " No exception is 
made for church fair lotteries or newspaper 
gift distributions. Tbe purchaser of n 
ticket in a lottery can, if dissatisfied, recov
er tbe amount paid for the ticket aud one- 
half more, together with exemplary dama
ges not less than $50.

There is very much need of a law of 
this kind in the Dominion of Canada, 
where churches, corporations, and others 
make do scruple of raising money by 
means of lotteries, at the expense of public 
morals. The advertising columns of Mon
treal papers »t present, both English and 
French, ar* shamefully opened to these 
lottery advertisements, » thing quite in 
keeping with tbe growth of forgery, em
bezzlement, theft, and other crime, having 
for its object the getting of money easily in 
our midst. It is somewhat amusing, how
ever, to find the True Witness, which fol
lows a highly wrought “ Sermon for Sin
cere Souls” on the “ Sin of Scaudal,” with 
e prospectus of one of its church lotteries, 
apologizing for baviug inserted a couple of 
sseular lottery aououcemeols on ths ground 
that it bad discovered they were bogus !

The New Yerk Timet bas in this matter 
set a wholesome example to tbe newspaper 
press. A cot respondent wrote, enclosing e 
clipping from * New Jersey paper, comment-

CITY MISSION.

The City Mission in connection with the 
Youug Men’s Christian Association is stea
dily doing its work. The Report states 
that :—“ The Sabbath school in the morn
ing, at tbe Mission church, has been attend
ed by a number of young children, who, 
were it uot for our missionary and tbe kind 
friends who assist him, would doubtless 
grow up in perfect ignorance of the neces
sity of salvation. Our missionary has 
made 3,079 visits during the year, and held 
service in tbe Poor House end County Jail 
besides assisting Mr. Grierson ju street 
preaching on Sabbath afternoons and eve 
nings.”

Mr. Owen himself says :
44 There is no doubt but tbe want of suit 

able clothing is one of the reasons for non 
attendance ; but I fear the chief reason 
which stands at the bottom of all, is the ex 
cessire rum-drinking which prevails to an 
incredible extent io this district, aud this 
4vil is gaining a tearful hold upon many 
whom, two years ago, I knew to be com
paratively sober people, some of whom »t 
tended our meetings, but now 1 scarcely ever 
find them sober, end we never see them in 
our meetings. But I rejoice that while 
there is a dark side to the picture there is 
also a bright one ; we have had many eu 
couragemenls in the past year, we have 
seen some who were the slaves of intem
perance casting the fatal cup away from 
them, and sever , are staunch abstainers, 
and bid lair to continue so.”

FINANCIAL STATEMENT,
Exp. Rec’pta.

Jan 16.—Balance due Treas., $17 76 
Paid salary of Mis
sionary to March 

Sl.t, 200 00
Paid gas, 6 10
“ mending glass, 17 74 

Rec’d Sunday collec..
“ Union prayer 

meeting col
lections,

Donation C. B.
•• Friend,
•• W. B. McN.
•• F. per 11. T.

To pay glass bills,

$59 41

52 10 
O .VI 

19 26 
10 00 
0 00

$240 60 
April 19—Bal. due Treasurer,

i .

17 74

$164 01 
76 59

Address to Rev. Joseph Elliot — 
Itov. Joseph Elliot left this city for On
tario on Thursday evening. At tiye o’clock 
a deputation of city ministers called upon 
him and presented an address regretting 
his departure from s field where be bad 
been energetically sud zealously engaged 
lor the pert five years. They spoke of the 
real brotherly intercourse they enjoyed 
with him as a man and a minister of Uhrist, 
—of his affable demeanor, his scholarly 
attainments, his strict integrity which 
secured to him the esteem of all. They 
spoke of his having been a firm aod able 
advocate of tbe cause of morality aod reli
gion. In every good cause in which 
Christ’s ministers have been called upou to 
work together his co-operation was given 
most cheerfully. Tbe address concluded 
with earnest good wishes for Mr. Elliot’s 
future welfare and that of his family. It 
was subscribed by Revs. J. A. Rogers, P. 
G. McGregor, Dr. Pickard, C. B. Pitblado, 
J. Fraser Campbell, G. M. Grant, John 
Forrest, J. Goucher, Dr. Clay, J. B. Uni- 
acke, J. K. Smith, Allan Simpson, John 
Campbell, and Professor Currie. Mr. Mc
Gregor stated that it would have been still 
more largely signed bad time alls if ed. 
Rev. J. K. Smith engaged io prayer. Mr. 
Elliot responded to tbe address very feel- 
ugly and appropriately, and the deputa

tion withdrew.—Presbyterian Witness.

Kituietoiuaw.—A semi-public meeting 
took place at the College Hall on Friday 
evening last. The following was ths order 
of exercises

Essay, “ Chaucer," by M. R. Knight ; 
Oration, “ Patriotism and Patriots," by D. 
W. Johnson.

The subject of debate was, “ From which 
do we derive the greater pleasure, hope or

of business, to give to it ; but it was felt that A meeting ot tbe Committees oo Union, ep-, clipping from * New Jersey paper, comment- memory ?” The affirmative was support- 
do mere generalisation on such a question pointed by tbe Wesleyan Methodiat apd Msifcp- “>1 on *h* countenance given by tbe Times | ed by Messrs Harry Powell and W. L.

I /

MAGAZINES FOR MAY.

1. Tiik Maritime Monthly for Ike current 
month is * good number, both the editor and 
the publishers seem to be determined to make 
thin Magazine worthy ol the increasing patro
nage which we trust it is receiving. We bor
row lbs following notice of its coulent» from an 
exchange paper :—" Mr. Houston diacusses tbe 
Chinese problem that has been presented so 
forcibly on the l’acilic coast ; there it another 
instalment of “ A Plot within a Plot"; tbeie 
are two sonnets ol much poetic merit ; tbe 
continuation ot " A Tour through Dander- 
ville,” a " Dominion Ballad," entitled “ Tbe 
Three Norsemen ” ; another chapter ol " Philip 
Blair," which, as “to he continued” is not 
placed over it, we presume to be the last ; a 
most interesting paper on " Tbe Cutaways oa 
Gull Island," by Rev. M. Ilsrvey ; a poem by 
Carroll Ryan ; “ The Masque of Lorenzo the 
Magnificent," by Hunter Durar; an excellent 
article on “ Our North West,” Irom the popu
lar pen of Rev. G. M. Grant ; 11 Through the 
Storm," a poem by a St. John author ; a sensi
ble article on School and Health " and an epi
tome of scientific progress, literary productions, 
and current events ”

2. Harper's Magazine.—This is so well 
known tint we need only say. Ibel tbe lut num
ber is worthy ol its place by ihe side ol those 
which have preceded it, as welcome visitors to 
so many thousand families all over this conti
nent and elsewhere.

8. The Aldine lor May opens with a magni
ficent marine picture, “ Tbe Lee Shore." Tbe 
tury ol tbe winds end waters that have driven 
the good ship Irom her course on tbe terrible 
lee shore is rendered with wonderful breadth 
and vigor, and vividly «alls to mind the destruc
tion of l be ill fated Allant ic. “ Unbidden
Geests ” represent a group ot kittens on the 
table ol an epicure, and making havoc among 
the dishes. “ A Trout Brook," by Casileer u 
glimpse of a rearing torrent, that goes winding 
and dashing on its way through the breezy brook 
which tbe angler will be unwilling to leave as 
long u the trout rise, u they must there. 
There are besides si* spirited illustration» of 
New Chicago. There is also an admiiable 
view ol ** Drusenlall," a noted fall in Thurin
gia ; and a charming illustration by Dore, im
bued with that grace which he knows fo welj 
how to infuse into his pictures when the subject 
demat dy. These are some ol the attractions 
of this monthly gallery ol art. The (ileralure 
of tbe May number in as good as usual. Sub
scription price $5 including Chromo» •' Village 
Belle " and Crossing tbe Moor." James Sut
ton tic Co . publishers, 53 Maiden Lane, New 
York.

4. The Association Monthly.—An im
portant newspaper change is announced in the 
merging of the Association Monthly, the or
gan of tbe Young Men's Christian Associations 
ol the United States and tbe British Provinces, 
into the Illustrated Christian Weekly. This 
change will enable the young men to receive 
fresh intelligence ot Association work each 
week, and will bring their cause before a large 
constituency, previously unacquainted with it, 
except in a general way.

The Illustrated Christian Weekly baa just 
closed its second year with a paid subscription 
list of nearly 30.000 subscribers, exclusive ol 
tbe Association Monthly list, and tbe Publish
ers leel encouraged to push on, such a success 
in so short a time warranting them in expect
ing greater fields of usefulness in the future.

The (invertiment steamer “ Lady Head" ar
rived on Thursday, Irom Sable Island, bringing 
the crew and passengers ol 'be packet schoon
er “ Stella Maria," wrecked on the island while 
on tbe passage from Haldax to St. Pierre, 
Miquelon. No other wrecks are reported on 
tbe Island. ,

The Itinerant System—The New Eng
land Conference recently passed tbe following 
preamble and resolution by a unanimous vote, 
aud ordered it published in /ion's llerald :

Whereas, The itinerant system of the Metho
dist Episcopal Church baa been greatly blessed 
ol God in the salvation ol souls, and the build
ing up of the Church, and demonstrated itself 
to be the most efficient plan tor supplying pul
pit labor ; and.

Whereas, The pre-arrangement of such sup
ply by the people ai.d preachers is exceedingly 
embarrassing to the constituted authorities, 
aod productive ol many evils to both preachers 
and people, by creating invidious distinctions 
among the preachers, and a feverish restless
ness among the people, therefore :

Besolvid, That as a Conference, and individ
ually, wo will hereafter discourage all tuck 
proposed arrangements by personally rejecting 
all such applications, and pledge ourselves to 
resist all such applications and earnestly es- 
horl the people to submit the whole matter ol 
arranging Ihu appointments to the authorities 
ol tbe Church.

M. Trsfton,
8. F. U Fit am.
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