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A Lost Chord,

Seated one day at the organ
I was weary and ill at ease,
And my fingers wandered idly,
Over the noisy keys,

I do not know what I was playing,
Or what | was dreaming then ;
But I struck one chord of mu

Like the sound of a great A

It flooded the crimson twilight,
Like the closa of
And it lay on my
With a touch of iu

1t quietad pain and sorrow,
Like love overcoming strite ;

It seemed the harmonious echo
From our discordant life,

1t linked all perplexe
Into one perfect -
And trembled away into
As if it were loth t 3

vanings

Which e ot
And eutered into mine,
It may be that Death’s bright
Will speak in that cl
It may be that oul:”in
I shall hear that grand Amen
Adelaide Aune Procter

cr————

FIVE-MINUTE'S SERMOF,

rd ag

a

I'rinity Sunday,

THE PRECEPTS OF THE CHURCH

If any man has not made his Easter
duty this morning, or before to-day,
he ought to think seriously on the
frightful state of hissoul. The decree
of the Lateran Council which pre
scribed the Easter duty says of him who
refuses to obey its law, *‘Il.et him,
while living, be driven from the
Church, and dying, let him be de
prived of Christian burial.” If this
punishment meant simply a temporal
exclusion from the society of the faith-
ful, which at present it does not mean
or if it meant no more than a refusal of
Christian burial, though that would be
hard enough for the sinner, and
especially so for his friends; if it meant
only what it says, it might be toler
able, to a sinner at least

But really it implies more terrible
things than it expresses For the
authority which put forth that decree
is the same as that to which Christ said,
“ Whatsoever you shall bind on earth
it shail be bound in heaven, and what
soever you shall loose on earth it shall
be loosed in heaven.

Thus is he excluded from the Church
in heaven who is justly excluded from
the Church on earth

This grievous sin of not hearing the
Church does not take away the obliga
tion of performi the Easter duty
until Easter comes round again, as t
many think The obligation han
over the man who refuses to fulfil
until what it requires is done. As
Moses said to the people of Israel in
giving them the law of God, so might
it be eaid to the sinner who scorns this
mest important obligation :  ‘* If thou
wilt not hear the voice of the Lord thy
God, to keep and do all His command
ments and ceremonies, all these thir
shall come upon thee and overtake
thee. Cursed shalt thou be in the city
and cursed in the field. Cursed shalt
thou be coming in and cursed going
out. The Lord shall send upon thee
famine and hunger, and a rebuke upon
all the works which thou shalt do;
until he consume and destroy thee
quickly, for the most wicked inven.
tions, by which thou hast forsaken
me."

rs

Be assured, dear brethren, that if
these temporal curses do not come upon
him who has neglected his Easter duty,
he has already brought upon himself
the worst of spiritual curses, the death
of his soul by his mortal sin. And as
has been said, the obligation is ever
present to multiply evils upon the head
of him who scorns it, just as every
blessing becomes a curse to him that
abusesit. For every time the sinner
resolves to fulfil the ever-present obli-
gation,and then breaks that resolution,
by putting off without reason the fulfil
meunt of it, he commits a new mortal
sin, And thus the curse increases and
multiplies.

Would that all might ha impressed
with the importance of this duty, and
the gravity of the sin of neglecting it !
Even if we did not have the explicit
decree of the Church to bind us, we
could not help inferring theobligation,
from the strong words of Christ, ** Un
less you eat of the flesh of the Son of
Man, and drink His bloed, you shall
not have life in you.”
hing could impress upon us more
forcibly the obligation of Holy Com-
munion than these words of our Blessed
Saviour. For, which of usdesires the
everlasting death of his soul? And if
we cannot live, except by Christ, who
will not rejoice, with his whole heart,
that such a sweet Fountain of Perpet-
ual Youth is provided for our souls?
“*Drink ye all of this.”

How marvellous is God's goodness
and mercy to us, poor sinners! And
how base is the ingratitude of that man |
who requires a law to force him to
partake of God’s infinite mercies! God
grant that such ingratitude may keep
none of us from the bounty of our all-
merciful Benefactor !

‘ He that eateth My flesh and drink-
ath My blocd hath everlasting life ; and
1 will raise him up at the last day.”

- B

Tired, Nervous, Sleepless

Men and women—how gratefully they write
about Hood’s Sarsaparilla, Oace nul;-lt\s«'j
and discouraged, having lost all faith in medi-
cines, now in good health and " able to do
my own work,”’ because Hood's Sarsaparilla
has power to enrich and purify the blood and
make the weak strong—this is the experience
f & host of people.

HooD's PILLS are the best family cathartic
and liver medicine, Gentle, reliable, sure.
RicH RED BLOOD is the foundation of
good health, That is why Hood's Sarsaps
rilla, the One True Blood Purifier, gives
ATIEALTH, |

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.

The Patron of Youth,

St.  Aloysius, who feast occurs on
June 21, is the acknowledged patron
of youth. In this instance the word
‘U patron ' takes nal meauing
of pattern. St, Aloysius did 1 live
long enough t 1 ers, as did our
dear patron seph, the guide and

ru, the son of
one, and had he
rnity an happi

3 Jut from
Aloysius was
first word
was the holy

v Y% d when he
resolved to become a

T'his early resolution wa
the vears we
sived his

hands ot
Borre

nged to embra

)

'IAI"M;{M\A'.l\'YI'f nis fethar ) natur
ally treated the desire as the whim of
a child, W

could be no longer a d«

vocation of the boy, and

age of seventeen Al ysi

entered t
Jesus,
St. Aloysius died when he was
twenty t Despite the
temptations oi youth the
committed a sin., His confessor, to
whom the saint opened his mind re
gularly and conscientiously, f
that Aloysius had never once offen
God in tho , word or action. Had
he lived he would have hecome one of
the lights of the Church Eternal : his
tified words and deeds would have
undoubtedly led m udes of sinners
to God. It was not to be. Precept or
counsel the young Jesuit was never to
give : eloquence was lost in
He gave his life for

ished while nursing the vict

ne novitiate ot

but
manifold
never

Sal

His last word, |

Three centurie
the death of Aloysius Gon
many thousands of the great and wise
and n e been forgotten in three
of time! Why, then,
) mbered, this youth who
ave up the dignity e world and
ed not long enough to attain a single
dignity ot the Church? He was not
one of the host of elcquent preachers of
whose work the Church is justly proud ;
he was 1 her sage nor warrior
What he might have been his early
death concealed from human eyes.
Why is the boy a canonized saint?

Ouly because he was entirely good :
because his being good held all the
poseibilities of doing good and saying
good. His short life is an eloquent”
sermon in itself, Many have been
converted merely by reading of the
saintly Aloysius,

The heedlessness of youth is not an
excuse for imprefection.

‘] have no patience with people
who talk about the thoughtlessness
of youth,” exclaims a modern philos
opher, ‘' A youth thoughtiess ! when
all his career depends on his opportun
ity for thonght ! A youth thoughtless !
when his every act is as a torch to the
laid train of future conduct, and every
imagination a fountain of life or death!
Be thoughtless in any after years
rather than now! I had infinitely
rather hear of thoughtless old age than
of thoughtless youth."”

“I am so young,'' can never be an
excuse for imperfection when we think
of the perfect Aloysius. The grace
given to him is not bestowed upon all,
but every one can resolve to imitate
the virtues of the pure and gentle boy
whose life was truly the ‘‘pattern " of
holy youth.—Catholic Standard and
Times,

of

The Royal Children,

Now that we are celebrating the
Golden Jubilee of our gracious Queen,
the following story of her royal chil-
dren, written by * Jodo " for the Phil-
adelphia Standard and Times, may be
of interest to our young readers :

The English royal childien were
reared in the most simple and. frugal
manper, and it was not until later in
life that they realized their lofty
position. By that time, however, their
minds had no room for conceit, their
hearts no space for the meanness of
petty tyranny, Queen Victoria's oldest
child, the Princess Royal of Fngland,
afterwards Crown Princess of Ger-
many, and for a brief time Empress of
the Fatherland, was the only one
among t1e English Princes and Prin
cess who was unduly conscious of
royal dignity, In this she was most
unlike her mother, Queen Victoria,
whose long reign has been entirely
free from the errors of personal
haughtiness.

Queen Victoria, when but a girl of
eighteen, received the announcement,
that her uncle, William IV., was dead
and that she was the sovereign of
Great Britain. Her first thought was
aprayer. ‘‘God help me to be good !"
she cried. I think that her daughter,
the Princess Royal, would have heard
such news in a different spirit. I
think she might have said, had she
been so placed, ‘‘God help me to be
great !”

When but a child of six Princess
Victoria Mary was taken to the sea-
shore with her brother, the Prince of
Wales. The little Prince enjoyed the
gight of the great waves that tumbled
in foam upon the beach, but the Prin-
cess Royal was only angered at the
independence of the billows. She had
probably never heard of King Canute,
but she followed the example of that
illustrious monarch very complacently.

. Stamping her little foot upon the sand

she commanded the waves to retire.
For answer they drenched her pretty

shoes. Thoroughly enraged the little
Princess Royal ran to a heap of pebbles,

aud gathering up a handful threw
them upon an incoming wave. ‘' Go

back ! go be she cried, impetu
ously. B ig wave ouly laughed
at the small tyrant, And the little
Prince of Wales? He laughed too.
Albert Edward was, and is, one of the
most good-bumored of mortals

The Princess Roval grew up and
married the good Prince Irederick of
Germany. Her haughty temper made
her  whole life miserable She
quarreled with her mother in law, she
juarreled w her son—the present
Emperor ; she bitt ntagonized
she oTended all the
anzoll ‘rn court Her
husband, the Crown Prince Frederick,
i the old

ant
an

8 .mperor
William, her because they
appreciate remarkable intelli-
geé 2, and were not sorry perhaps to

gee ti future Empress one of the
proudest of women. Poor proud Prin
cess ! T old Emperor died and
Fred was proclaimed Kaiser.

The Pri England, the
Crown Princess of Germany, was an

s briet
F'red-
grave ;

Wilhelmn was proci

Royal of

res ast, Buther g'o-y
a8 months the g

lowed his father to the

: g I imed
Emperor, his wife Emp:e:s, and the
proud English Princess was obliged to
re from the position for which she
had waited thirty years and which she
had held for only three short months.

Her sister, the Princess Alice of
Hesse, was a different character., She
wanted only to be loved On  her
seventh birthday some one gave her a
white lamb, The little lady was de-
lighted, but the lamb, whose name was
Milly, could never be brought to a
sense of thankfulness for her exalted
position. Milly would but at her
little mistress and run away, and Alice
would follow with tears, trying to
embrace the obstinate little creature,
and crying pitifully : *‘Milly, dear
Milly, do like me !"

Every one liked Princess Alice, and
her death in the flush of eirly woman
hood, was a source of gorrow to many.
Her daughter, the Princess Alix of

ou

Hesse, now the Cz a o' Russia, is
said to be very like her mother in those
lovable qualities of mind and heart,

which are, after all, more powerful than
brains or blood or wealth in securing
the happiness of a home or the welfare
of a nation.

A Legend of the * Magnifieat,"

In days long ago, in the * ages of
faith, "' there stood in a wooded valley
an old gray monastery. Here for
many long vears had the brethren
dwelt, praying much ard laboring
hard. Most of them were old, and at
last it came about that not one of them
could sing. So the Father Abbot de-
creed that many parts of the Office that
were generally sung should henceforth
be recited only. One exception, how-
ever, he made.

“ We must, my brethren,” he said,
“galways sing the Magnificat. We
must do our best : for we cannot con
gelyes with only saying Our

Lady's song. "

So every day at Vespers the Magnifi-
cat was sung,—if such a word could
rightly be applied to the discordant
sounds that arose from the voices—
some cracked, some tuneless, and all
feeble—of the brethren. The birds
outside were frightened, and fled
away. The brethren knew this, but
in all humility of heartsang on. It
was Father Abbot's decree: they had
only to obey.

And this lasted for years, One
Christmas Eve a young mé&u came to
the monastery door and offered himeelf
as a postulant. It turned out that
among his qualifications was that of a
good voice. The monks badehimsing,
and loud and clear there rose up the
sound of & maguificent tenor.

The monks were enraptured. “‘Now,"
they said, joyfully, ‘‘the Magnificat
will be beautifully sung.” So they
admitted the candidate, and at Vespers
that very evening there rose up a
Magnificat from the mounastery choir
such as the monks thought must have
been sung by a seraph,

The birg me flying back to listen
The monks were too much absorbed in
prayer and praise to see the look of
self complacapcy on the young man's
face: and they could not, of course,
read his thoughts, which ran: *‘ What
a cain | shall be to this community —
the only one who can sing' I shall
get on well ! How lovely ismy voice !
How they are all admiring it !”

The night drew on, and the monks
were rapt in prayer, when suddenly
amongst them stood an angel form
Very beautiful and glorious was that
celestial visitant; but yet his face was
¢ad, almost stern, He spoke, and the

ks listened in awestruck silence
T am sent hither,” he said, ‘‘by my

u

CIATS WITH YOUNG MEN

Wisdom 1Is Intinite,

Respected and Rich,

1sation of

re than

meas-
lavish on a fine
1 to gratify vanity
3 say you are
small, rather than sj a do
useless book. 14
lln*_\ W
ing, eve
on ac 1

more ti

How far does st 1 enter
into a man’s ¢ NOT
Business and , clerks,
bool ‘hew-

ers of \\wln" and draw
to put this que
doubt, generally believed
men, the strong men, are, in tl
the more eflicient. Many a
shouldered, pale toiler over bo
papers ha \

tion to

s and

d with ¢ urdy

ny at a s

assoclate an 1 to | “If ]
only had that 1 1e, W t a lot
of work 1 ¢
Ave 1 ar n Ei h
end 1 man of
alth, Tt is called | \
sugyestion to take into wtach
actual value to the bodily |
didates for the Civil Service in Eng 1
Between two men of equal ment ttaine-
ments, the suggeestion 18 made, preference
should be given to the possessor of su-
perior strengt In oppcsition this

view, the

lays str

mediocre
Cornell U

azimilar test he

Emulsion as only tor th

Lord and my King to know why no
Magnificat has been sung to night,
For many a long yeara sweet melody
hath floated up to Heaven from this
choir, when, with fervent, grateful
hearts, you sang His Mother’s song and
His own. Why, then, in the first
blessed Vespers of the Nativity are ye
silent ? Not a sound has reached the
ear of God.”

He did not wait for a replv. How
conld poor mortals answer him 2 They
fell prostrate on the ground, and the
angel passed away. The postulant
departed, and went to ponder over in
another monastery the great lesson of
humility he had been taught. And
henceforth the monks, with hearts swell
ing with hope and gratitude, sang as
loudly as they could the Magnificat.
The birds fled away again, but Jesus
heard 1n heaven, His Mother's song.
— Ave Maria

Boils, pimplas and eruptions, serofala, salt

rheum and all other manifestation impure
blood are cured by Hood's Sarsaparilla,
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With the blood full of humors, the
heated term is all the more oppressive
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Ayer Pillg, and you will

i & guest divine enjoy Summer as never before in your
Entering in He spreads the banqguet N 2 Ly
Jesus ! Master ! it is thou life. Just try this for once, and you'll

In the tempest oh ! draw near me not repent it
Aud on me thyselt bestow !
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Dr. Chase Cares Backacho,
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SURPRISE

is the name, don't forget it,
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