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SUNDAY OF LENT
-

NOW

Now is the

ptable time Cor, vi, 2

Lent is given us to repent and put
our souls in that we may do
a8 we warned in that prayer and
responsary to day Let us amend
and do hetter for those things in
which we bave sinned, through ignor
ance, lest suddenly prevented by the
day of death, for pen
ance and be not able to find it.”

Seek time! Why, we have plenty
of time. Be not too sure is
made of present and future.
We have existed, we do exist,
must exist for ever, most of us,
the past has spoiled the present, and
endangered the future,

Oh, that dreadful past! Pasttime,
past sins, past graces and chances
neglected. The time that has gone,
was given us with which to work out
our sulvation, in which to treasure
up good deeds in heaven If we
were now judged by the past, ghould
we not be empty - handed indeed ?
Qur excuse is, " Oh, the past has
gone so quickly that we have not
had time to do much for Ged.
What inconsistency? We have no
time for prayer, and yet we are often
80 dull, so miserable, that we talk of
killing time. We do not know how
to get through the slow, crawling
hours of a monotonous life. A past
lost hour can never be recalled. How,
perhaps, we ghall long for a little
‘,illlli 0 ‘('\\' minutes more some
day, some night! When the priest
has been sent for, when it is a race
petween him and death past
time, that has been wasted, may ter
rifty us then!

Then the sins of the
to be earnest in Lent. "'Be
out fear for sin forgiven.
v. 5.) Let us not think of the utterly
bad, but of our own gelves
Our blessed faith removes mountains
of d- 1bt and fear, be have
the Sacrament of Penance to forgive
us; and we have come to it
time, and devoutly, too,
We thank Heaven that we
absolution in
of the past have, perhaps,
bad habits, have left weaknesses
our souls, for we find that we fall
easily again. Sins of the past should
humble us i | fear into
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Confession,

insti us
relapse,

Past grace cl
How few acted up to
many put off, forgotten,
as if mattered
what an iasult to
delay to act up to,
His grace and blessings

Oh! we will do better for the
future. We have all often made that
resolution. But who has a future ?
How long will it last? God has
promised no future time, not even a
day. And the eternal future—how
eéoon it may be here !—is for reward
or punishment. The future, we can
count on, is nothing. We
the future so bright and happy
going to be a wonderful time.
dear brethren, the future
glory of a sunset, the
upon the mountains, inspiring,
almost spiritual ; but it does not last.
It turns into the cold grey of even-
ing and the darkness of night, whilst
our wondering eyes are watching it.
The future is gone.

Then, what is left us but the
present? And the present is just to
day now. It lasts no length of
time ; to-morrow it will be the past.
The present! Take hold of it at
once. You cannot be sure of it till it
comes ; you cannot overtake it when
it was gone.

Thank God for the present, fleet
ing though its moments are. What
would the lost give for one half -hour
of present time to kneel and confess
their singe! What would a poor soul
from Purgatory give for another Mass
attended, another Holy Communion !
We have the time, the opportunity.

For " now is the acceptable time.”
Lent not like ordinary present
time. It is the acceptable time when
God's grace is more plentiful ; prayer
goes further; when there is forgive
ness for all who seek it. God does
not look for saints at the beginning
of Lent. All our Blessed Lord
for is a willing heart, ready to day,
now, to begin a good Lent—ready to
give up sin. Therefore, prepare for
a good confession by prayer, by sor
row, by checking yourself in sinning.
Then will your Easter confession be
a good one. Ready again to learn to
love God, by attending churech
regularly and devoutly ; by not miss
ing a service that you can get to, in
Lent; by listening to sermons, or
reading a pious book; by adding a
little to your devotions during Lent.

And if we have not this much
goodwill, readiness, let us be humble
and afraid. Do not put God off “lest
you seek for time for penance and
find it not.
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For whom is it that we have to be
willing and ready to do our best now

in this acceptable time ? For Him
of Whom it is said, " Whilst as yet
we were sinners
for us. (Rom, v.8,9)
words, and then refuse our
Saviour! The evening before
died, He lefv us the Blessed Sacra
ment—'"' Do this in commemoration
of Me."” Dare you refuse Him to go
to your Eas Dare
you put Him off and say, now:
year ?' And He shed
the price of the
and He died on
salvation And
back upon Him
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quences of drunkenness.

Christ died ‘

Blessed |
He |

no one could be
| that,” 1t is only too true. |
| Everyone who misses Mass will \
fully this Lent, is saying it and do
ing it. Everyone who will not ul‘vo;’
up asinful habit, a wicked companion
| money he has got umjustly, hatred |
and spite against a neighbour, is in
solently saying that to God. He
prefers sins to God's redemp
Lion.,

Pray God that we
found amongst thess
acceptable time We
for it, O Lord—for another
We are grateful, willing,
spend a devout Lent
ing, loving Thee now in the accept
able time, " lest suddenly preverted
by the day of death, we seek time for
penance and be not able to find it
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TEMPERANCE
HIS " UNCLE " DIDN'T WANT
HIM

An amusing story, but one full of
cold truth, was recently reported by
the Greensburg (Penn.) Record, of a
young man who tried to enlist in the
army in that town

' Sergeant Hacket, U, 8, A,, is no
temperance lecturer, the Record
eays, ' but he is a strong advocate of
practical soberness Yesterday a
young man of foreign parentage told
Sergeant Hacket that he desired to
join the army I'be young man
brought with him the suppressed
fumes of whisky and his unsteady
step and flueh on his cheek sent out
a wireless ' that he was partly ' lit
up.’

""This is the place to enlist, said
the sergeant, 'but you had better
come back when you haven't got a
drink,’

all right,' replied the

‘Oh, I'm
candidate. ‘I can fght.

The sergeant asked for a draft
notice card, and was thickly told that
it had been lost

‘Well, you'd better go home and
find it or go to your exemption board
and get another. Then cut out the
drink business and come back and
we'll see what can be done.’

The Record continues
" The husky youngster ‘felt’ his

way out of the rooms and down the
stairs. The smiled to a
friend and remarked that he did not
do business with man that was
half shot ; that nov nd then a fel
ushed in under the infl of
liquor, but that no at was
paid to him
ant Hacket has
in Upcle 8
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iquor is a hindrance
efliciency I'here 18 no booze
dier Hacket's equad

The young
clean life are
ments or over somewhere in France
fighting to defend the rights the
bunch that is unfit through h\ er and
vice.
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Judge W. H. McHenry, recently
district Judge of Des Moines, has |
issued a statement in which he says:

"I have recently been asked this
question, ' Why are you for prohibi-
tion ?' and as I answered it then, I
will answer it now : Thirty five years
ago, I began to practice law, and from
that time to the present I have spent
my life in an environment where 1
have constantly been face to face
with the cruel and cursed conse

| are one thing;

I have seen |
my neighbor boys of school days
ruined by liquor, convicted of crime,
their families disgraced and pauper
ized; I have seen them rotten with
disease and insane as the result of

| drunkenness.

‘I was judge of the district court |
of Polk county for fifteen years, and
in the discharge of my duty was
compelled to send my playmates of |
childhood days to penitentiaries,
inebriate asylums and to jails as a
consequence of esaloons in Des
Moines.

" During that fifteen years on the
bench, I spent four years in the crim
inal division. I sent more than a |
thousand men to penitentiaries and
jails for criminal offences committed
by them, and 1 that of
these crimes were caused by drunk-
enness originating in saloons,

"1 granted more than
ces and I know that 90% of them
were the consequences of drunken
ness and the drunkenness was due to
the saloon. 1 have taken thousands
of children from the homes of drunk-
ards and placed them in State insti
tutions for public protection and
¢ducation whose homes were ruined
by drunkennees. I have seen and
know the moral depravity, the
poverty, disgrace, the ruined hopes
of mothers and children, the insane
asylums and poorhouses crowded
until the accumulated curses that I |
have seen spriag from the presence
of the saloon condemn that institu
tion as the vilest influence that in-
fects this world to-day.”—St. Paul
Bulletin,

| —

AVOID HUMAN RESPECT
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A girl who was her
| work was overtaken by a
| ployed at the same place,
walked along together,
they went. They had to
church on theway, and the
in the habit of making a
there,

on way
man em-
and they
chatting

to

as

pass a
girl was
daily visit
As they came near, she began to |
be tempted to pass without going i
What would her companidh think ?
She hated to be called fanatic, a |
devotee, or a little queer! Besides it |
sometimes injured one, in a business

y | lowed her good example

| wherever you

| one

| phenomenon

| why

| phy f

| oned with

way, to be religious,

particularly a
Catholic,

The next morning the man was a |

[ little later
shamefaced

and
way,

said, in a rather
that he had fol
and had
also gone into the church on his w ay
down,

‘Oh! Then
I am so glad

you are a Catholic !
she said,

Some monthe later he said to her

" Miss Blake, 1 you a great
deal, and I cannot feel satisfled until
[ have told you about it and thanked
you,

owe

You owe me a great deal
how can that be?’

" Well you remem-
ber the morning we walked down to
gether and you left me and went into
the church? 1 had rather
careless ; in fact, I had almost given
up the practice of my religion. But
your little act, so simply performed,
awoke in my heart a desire for better
things, and the next morning 1 also
went into the church, Aftér that I
made my daily visit, like yourself and
soon returned to my duties and, I
need not tell you, to peace and joy of
heart. If everyone were as courage
ous as you, how soon the world would
be better.

"Ah,"” ghe thought how
knows what a coward I
and how dreadfully I
that morning to pass by

Why,

he answered,

become

little he
really am
was tempted

i

MAN'S NEED OF

.

GOD

If there's an impression
mind which I may regard as strong
er than any other, it is a deep and
immovable conviction that the Cath
olic religion is the one great power
in this world which has stability and
permanence and which
life worth living.

And in saying this I am not
merely speaking from the standpoint
of the convinced Catholic
lieves in the divine origin
Church, but from that nf the etudent
of human nature and character and
of non-Catholic institutions and
systems In many lands. It is a con
viction, in fact, which would, I think,
bave been forced upon me reflec
tion and observation even if the
happiness of embracing the Catholic
faith had not been mine. 1 find it
difficult to understand how man
who has thought and
who will not allow 1dgment to
be affected by side i can es
a similar conviction. I have a su
pic ymetimes that the better
wre  beginning
fact, and that
asure account
for the commanding position which
the Catholic Church is increasingly
occupying in human thought

I will b state upon what facts
and principles 1 believe my own
deep conviction to have been formed,

I am, in the first place, wholly
convinced that every man of rightly
adjusted mind knows that God exists
and that he has need of Him. Phil
osophy and speculation and science
moral conviction is
quite another. The first may and do
sometimes become intellectual play-
things. The latter is a stern Teality
and cannot safely be played with. It
cannot be ignored or escaped without
throwing the entire moral or mehtal
constitution out -of gear. The man
who is trying to play tricks with this
fundamental conviction created by
the most simple processes of thought
is a restless and dissatisfied man
may meet him. He
takes a crooked and perverted view
of life, and that view hds a pessimis-
tic coloring. Occasionally, it is true
meets the man who affects a
jaunty kind of optimism, a halt-
hearted sort of admiration for things
as they are, and who loudlv denoun
ces the folly of inquiring into the
whence and the whither at all; but
he is generally very conscious that it
is but the clinging of a drowning
man to a straw—that his philosophy
is bound to fail him sooner or later.
There is one characteristic, however,
which always and everywhere distin
guishes these types of men, whether
you meet them in ordinary social
life, on a long sea voyage, or on a
railway journey. They will take the
firet opportunity of introducing the
subject of religion and if they find
you responsive and giving evidence
that you, too, are interested and
have thought about the matter, they
will talk about it exhaustively and
incessantly, But the eagerness dis-
played is suspicious, for it is
wholly out of proportion to what
one would suppose to be the needs of
the case, 1 have so often, in the
course of my extensive travels both
by sea and land, observed this strange
and have reflected deep
ly upon it. I have asked myself
this keen interest in religion
when 80 many and such urgent
mundane matters are engaging the
attention ? Why discussion of a sub
ject 8o emphatically declared to
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| settled and upon which all rational

men are supposed to be
There is, I am convinced, but one
answer to this question. The mind,
disloyal to its deepest conviction, is
really miserable and ill at ease. It
is not quite sure of the tenableness
of its philosophy. Somehow life,
in the light of that philosophy,
bears a depressing and gloomy
aspect. Daily recurring convictions
have to be faced and repressed And
as a consequence, the oppressed mind
seeks to communicate itself, It
for fellowship. It looks for
confirmation of its adopted philoso
wrance that it is r
sound and tenable and—safe
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And Is Now in Perfect Health.

Al
AME

F. GAREAU

me V¢ S

take, which 1 not

he told me I mu 1
ation I'hi |1,,.,.‘1(,,‘,Mg'

I heard about ‘Fruit-a-t " and
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treatment, taking
Now, my health ig
excellent I am free of pain and
swelling—and I give ‘Fruit-a-tives’
my warmest thanks’’,
Mue. F. GAREAU,
0c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 5e.
At all dealers or sent by Fruit-a-tives
Lmntod Uttdwﬂ.
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and most
g-room ; fel
rs -will spy him out ; they
will take a seat near him ; they will
draw him into conversation and
after a very little while that conver
sation will turn on religion—on the
subject of God, the human soul and
the aim and purpose of human life.

It is, to my mind, frofm these sim
ple facts and occurrences in life that
we learn better and truer
than we are likely to learn from
books. They show us what man
really is—not what he is supposed or
assumed to be by some scientists
and philosophers, who study him in
theory or who are bent upon
him into some preconceived system.

Man knows, through the simplest
and most ordinary processes of
thought, that God exists and that he
cannot escape lHlim, He knows that
he stands in some kind of personal

lessons

relation to Him and that no human |

agency could have created in his
mind convictions and impressions
which no single hostile influence in
life is suflicient to extinguish and to
efface.

And he further knows that he
needs God. He has the vaguely
realized conviction that this con-
sclousness is capable of the most
far-reaching development that the
true end and purpose of life are to
be found., He koows thut its re
pression means a stunted and
mutilated life, an existence without
aim and meaning and a constant
sense of soul and
pointment

I am proudly convinced that
is a correct view of the matter
that no scientific assertion or philo
sophic assumption can touch this
deep consciousness of the soul that
God, the personal Creator and life
giver, exists and that man, in every
condition of life and degree of cul
ture and development, has need of
Him. Where would religion be
today if this were not so, if the
fleshy cravings of men, if worldly
achievement
wholly efface and destroy it ?

‘A conception of God,” says Pro
fessor Max Mueller, “a feeling of
human weakness, and dependence, a
belief in the divine government of the
world, the distinction between good
and evil and the hope of better
life—these are some of the funda
mental elements of all religions.
Even though submerged for a ti
they again and again rise to the sux
face. Even though frequently
torted they ain and
after a more ||.<1‘I'¢"
ot been ori
of the human soul,
have remained an impossibility  and
the tongues of angels would

hu eurs bat

veariness disap
this
and

me,

dis
again strive
development,
zinal attribute

u\h;,'mn would

kling cymbal
rtain that the C;
aches the e

and of man’

fitting |

and distinctions could |

sonal relation to Him, with uncom-
promising and unerring distinctness
and certainty,

I do not mean by this that other
systems of Christian or even non
Christian thought do not profess the
same belief, Bnt experience is con
stantly proving that in these systems
modifications of this teaching are
both possible and permissible,
There is with them no fixity or final

| ity
tion that this truth is an elementary
and fundamental one respecting
| which there can be no possible doubt,
| Pantheistic, monistic and even spirit
ualistic conceptions and speculations
| are avowedly and tentatively enter
tained and admitted and are allowed
| to veil or over shadow the fundamen
tal truth, We have, in this sphere,
the development of new theologies,
new modes of conceiving of the nat
ure of God and of His relatiop-to the
world, and these theologies and con
| ceptions, are often claimed to
| higher standpointe, departures from
| what is boldly pronounced to repre

sent primitive and anthropomorphic |

notions of things.

And since there
tems, no dogmatic authority, no liv
ing voice distinguishing truth from
error and binding the conscience, the
most grotesque conceptions and
theories are possible and conceiva
ble, and it is difficult to say what
form the teaching respecting God
and His relation to the world
not assume in the future.

But the effect of this upon the hu
man mind not what 80
claimed for it, i. e., a higher kind of
mental and moral development, but
it is doubt, uncertainty and moral
instability. It is reserve and para
lysis in the sphere of the distinctly
spiritual life. The doubting
waits for further lights and
closures, and meanwhile stifles its
fundamental coanvictions and its
needs But a definitely spiritual
development is incompatible with
fundamental doubt. A sensible man
does :n()L surrender the joys of life,
its succesges and achievements, to
some deity respecting which he can-
not form a clear and intelligent con
ception, which may know and care
little about h and which may in
the end turn out to be some possi
bly world-force. 1 ask
my readers to look at the reviews of
some of our modern theological and
philosophical works for a confirma-
tion of what | am sdying It is clear
that in hing
everything is outside
Catholie (

But ain, the ¢
viction of the existence of a
sonal God and of a per
Him is natural and
with man, an since
successfully ofital
any length of time escape
this conviction, that
ultimately bound to secure his
allegiance which most clearly and
emphatically teaches and proclaims
this truth and which allows respect
ing it no kind of hesitation or com
promige or modification.

It is to the Catholic
to her fixed and unhesitating teach
ing that both the normal man and
the man who, after many excursions
into the fields of error, has become
true to himself, must ultimately
turn.—J. Godfrey Raupert in the
Liguorian,
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AN UNWELCOME
TRUTH

The late James R. Randall used to
tell of a Protestant acquaintance of

his to whom he lent a copy of Father|

book called "' Points
Controversy,"
it back to him and said :

half of it.

more. If I

| Smarius’ of

“1 read about

afraid to read any did,

and the second part is s convincing |

| a8 the first part, I'd have become a
Catholic. I don’t want to be a Cath-
olic. 1 don’t want to be convinced
that the Catholic Church is right.
So I won't read more of
book.”

any

That is the attitude of a good many
non-Catholics. Having been brought
up from childhood to hate the Catho
lic Church and to believe that it is a
vile, low-down, ignorant,
tious, evil organization, to
liberty, to progress, to enlighten
ment, to popular education
human rights, to the Bible, to pure
religion, and to the Gospel of Christ,
they don't want to hear about it.
History, so they have been told,

supersti
hostile

;m)\u it to be all that the Reforpers |
have said fll of

and their
it. So what's the use of
hearing ?

When, however,
arguments that

followers

giving it a

the
it presents in vindi-

cation of its authority as the Church |

established by Christ, are laid before
them ; when the evidence of its ben
eficent career is submitted for their
consideration ;' when the proofs of
ite holiness are accumulated ; when
it shows that its doctrines are Scrip
| tural and logical ; when, in a word
it proves its case, some 40,000 of
them become converted to it every
| year, but the others deliberately
close their eyes to the light. The
| truth that the Catholic Church is the
one true Church of Christ, the ouly
Church of Christ, is not welcome to
them. It is not wanted. It is an
, irritating, troublesome, ex
truth. It to get
i #n annoying, persistont
bothersome truth ; but, to the
of their ability, in spite of their_gon
[ , in gpite of their intellect, in
the inspirations of the Hol
they will reject that truth
atholic Columbian,

ating is hard

best

sclence
8pite of
Ghost,
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