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An Irish Tune
Will y<»ii list.m to the laugh

< illhll froiu the fiddle ; 
More’* the lim in half of it

an Irish riddle, 
it a tiddler's bow

liking sport so merry ; 
it the fairies laughing so— 
ird t

It's
I u oft ill Kerry.

Will listen to the step of it, 
I* tilth, that tune s a daisy j 

dust the very leap of it
Would make the feet unaisy. 

Hold »ir tongues, ye noisy rogues, 
stop your giddy prancing ; 

It’s me can hear the weeshee brogues 
Of Irish fairies dauciug.

A nd

Will you listen to the tune of it. 
Sweeter than the honey.

I’d rather hear the croon of it 
,nban get a miser's money, 
v, my son, it makes me cry— 

But don't play any other ,
May (led be with the days gone by 

I danced it with your mother.

K

CATHOLIC NOTES

Most Rev. John J. Keane, !>.!).,I)nbu- 
Mue, Iowa, has received from Rome the 
acceptance of his resignation as head of 
the Archdiocese of Duhuqi

At a recent sale at Sotheby’s in 
London a richly illuminated and finely 
decorated St. Jerome's Bible ,,f the 
thirteenth century sold for $4,050.

At the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in R iston, confiassionsheard in „i, lM,„age„:’ FogllT, French,
'

intimated that Cardinal 
\ inoent Vannutelli will represent the 
Sovereign Pontiff, IMus X. at King 
George's coronation, and will bear the 
Pope's autograph letter to the King, to­
gether with u gift for the Quet n.

Bleak House, at Broadstairs, England, 
made famous by Charles Dickens, and 
once his favorite home, is to be sold at 
auction this month. Dickens wrote al­
most the whole of “ David Copperfield "

The folding chair used by Daniel 
O'Connell, when in the Richmond Bride­
well, in 1841, was recently sold at 
auction in Dublin. This interesting 
relic, made by the prison carpenter, was 
formerly the property of O’Connell's 
fellow-prisoner, Richard Barrett.

Irish papers chronicle the death of 
Very Rev. Canon Dooley, P. |\, B. F. 
Galway, in his seventy-fifth year. The 
deceased was throughout life a powerful 
advocate of temperance, a strong up­
holder of the language revival 
ment and a patriot in sense of the word.

An autograph letter from Pope Pius 
received recently by Mrs. Ann 

Flisa McCaddln Walsh of Brooklyn, 
commending her endowment of the 
Henry MdCaddin Junior Fund fur the 
education of candidates for 
Catholic priesthood in the

the 
poorer

dioceses of this country and elsewhere.
The Jesuit House of Studies, better 

known as Woodstock College, one of the 
best known Catholic educational Institu­
tions in the vicinity of Baltimore, is to 
be removed to New York State. The 
site selected for the future home „f the 
College is at Yonkers, N. Y.

The next event of magnitude and im­
portance in the Catholic world will he 
the meeting of the International Kuchar- 
istio ( ’ongress at Madrid, Spain. Those 
in charge of the preparations have 
worked vigorously and Industrously, and 
have all the details now arranged for 
the great gathering.

A copy of the famous Gutenberg 
Bible, said tb be the first book printed, 

, type, was sold in New
\ ork recently for $50,000. 1 fenry 11 unt- 
ington of Los Angeles was the pur­
chaser. The Bible is in two massive 
volumes and was printed in 1455, or 
thereabouts.

from movable

Wry ltov.i'. M. Lynch, C. SS. It. of 
Australia, has been appointed 
of the superior

Redemptorlst mission in the 
Philippines, which embraces six islands, 
with a population of 40,000 Catholics. 
The monastery is situated at Opong, in 
the island of Mac.tan.

Prince Luitpold, the regent of 
Bavaria, lately celebrated his ninetieth 
birthday with a solemn, high Mass of
thanksgiving. The Catholicity of the 
house of Bavaria has with stood all 
shocks of modern unbelief, and ia'as 
staunch to-day as ever.

thi

Brother Leander. one of the best- 
known members of the Holy Cross Con­
gregation, died on April J at Notre 
Dame University, Notre Dame, hid. 
Brother leander was known t„ the 
world as James McLain and was born
in Potts ville, Pa., August 11, 1842. He
was a veteran of the Civil 
an active member of the 
Grand Army post.

An effort is being made to locate the 
gold crucifix buried by Father Mar­
quette in his trip up the Fox river a 
century ago. The cross was buried 
near a mission later abandoned. In­
dians on the Oneida reservation are said 
to possess the knowledge of its location, 
but have refused to divulge the secret, 
which has been handed down from ’ 
oration to generation.

Msgr. Germano Stramero, Canon of the 
Late ran Basilica, had the honor of offer­
ing to His Holiness recently, a splen­
did album as a souvenir of the |‘as- 
sion play at Oberammergau, in the name 
ol the devoted population of that village 
and of the parish priest, Msgr. Schroeder, 
Domestic Prelate. The album is com­
posed of fifty-eight superb photos of 
large size, representing scenes of the 
Passion and of the principal people who 
took part in it last summer. The Holy 
Father admired the beautiful photos and 
sent his cordial thanks to the good Cath­
olic Bavarians.

War and
community

gen-
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C1)f Catholic Rrrorb THE HOLY FATHER HAS 
MANY SORROWS

CUTTING OFF Al'OSTATE 1'ltlF.STS 
IS A BURDEN AGED PONTIFF 
FINDS HARD TO BEAR

surprise by being the first to comi. her.., heirs ol heaven to the members of a ;birty or thir.y-flre sears a 
so the president of tie French republic I vleible church. could not nt present traverst JZ
is occasioning sumo astonishment by re. Catholic as they were, in every fibre .,uarter» after 10 l>. no. will......  incurrii. -
mainiug away. Ho is a high mason and of their being, they knew the teachings serious risk t_, life. k

content himself by sending a mere dei.e Christ Himself denonl,. ed and which ,s ency ar.. crying nul that it is being 
t,‘from 1 “'»• r,vn (hough utterly foreign to that institution, ever brought to ruin, not by its enemies, nor 

it is headed by a generalissimo, to eon- living aud ever growing, which we call by the dynastic forces, but by its own
gratulate his brother y lhe thing is Catholic and Apoetol.e, which in all j want ol healthy morality. -Wed., not
really curious aud may some day make countries, when properly understood, wish, o i the one hand," they sav -for a 
an Interesting page. has been the source sod eouservator of return to monarchy. There Is no reason

It is probable the first part of the that very progress of which Notre Dame why the minister's of a republie should 
<mde of caoou law, dealing with the is ao shining an eiampie. not give us good government but on the

impediments to matrimony will be ready One of the gravest questions of to-day other hand, we consider the 'sabotage' 
lor sending completed to the Bishops of a question which at present is eiercla- disorder and crimes of whieli there is so 
Christendom m about two mouths. ing the greatest minds, the most tar-see- much evidence in these davs

The Cardinal Secretary of State ha. ing brain, of both Europe and the able." The Republic." who thh 
received His Highness Prince Schoen- United States, is that,,I uniting religion language express a feel ing which is very 
berg- larnstelu. Austrian ambassador to with life. It has become evident that common amongst the most intelligent 
the Holy See, who arrived here a few society can not exist unless a basis for classes in France in that laud in 
days ago from Vienna. The choice of an eHective code of morals can be found. Portugal, the experiment of a godless 
the new ambassador by the Emperor of And even the more thoughtful among state is not encouraging for those who 
Austria 18 looked upon with much favor the Eastern peoples ar#* asking them have advocated it 
at the Vatican.—Buffalo Catholic Union selves whether Buddhism will stand the Its admirers, however, mav urge that 
and Times. strain which new conditions of thought, it has not had a fair trial, that.

the results of European contact, are learn from history, there have bi-cn 
torcing upon It. plenty of abuses also in states where

And mall Western countries the line is religion was recognized and honored 
being more clearly drawn between the and that time will abolish the imnerfec- 
negatlon of religion, betw,am the belief tious aud bring out the perfections of 
that only the material exists, and the the attempt in which the French and 
oreud which holds that there is an Portuguese governments are engaged. 
Absolute and Perfect Being, the subject There is no ground for this optimism 
of no law but Ills own, and the Giver of as to the godless s* stem of government.

it has become plain—perhaps it Balines, in one of his essays, observes • 
is more piam m Lurope than America, "We do not pretend to deir, the exist- 
_ that the voice of tin people who re- once of that natural light which enables 
ject a belief in the absolute aud person- us to get a glimpse of good and evil in- 
al lawgiver, is not the voice of the God depemlentlj of the ex-rcise of this w„r- 
of righteousness. We are just begin-j ship or that. We know that it is one of 
mu g to perceive it in our own country, i ihe noblest endowments of humanity a 
where the founders of this nation, the j plank, if we may say so, which lias saved 
j lignum and the Puritans of New ; it from shipwreck amidst its aberrations 

i “uS^tid, the Catholics of Maryland and and disorders. But we must ne vert hv- 
; ilians of Virginia, made | less affirm that without reliirious 

hitherto been

London, Saturday, May 20, 1911

WHERE ARE THEY ?
Where are the gentlemen with 

the plans for a federation of Cath­
olic societies ? Not so many moons ago 
they promised that in the near future 
this federation, approved by some in 
authority aud regarded by many as a 
much needed help to concentration aud 
efficiency, would bo au accomplished 
fact. It would be a factor in the dis­
semination of Catholic literature, in the 
safeguarding of the young, in the promo­
tion of the cause of civic and national 
service. A few looked at it with un­
friendly eyes, because f hev • aw it, not 
as it would be, and as p similar move­
ment is across the border, but with the 
eyes of an overworked imagination. 
They associated it with politics, not­
withstanding the fact of one rigid rule 
that permitted the federation no politi­
cal affiliations. It would neither be 
within the domain of politics nor the 
servant of the politician. Again, some 
feared that it would engender antipathy 
and prejudice. This objection was 
fashioned by the prudent who 
speak with bated breath and believe 
that the “don't wake the baby policy" is 
the one best suited to earnest men wjio 
love country and God and cast about 
for the most efficient means to demon­
strate that love. Their opposition to 
federation is born either of cowardice or 
of,selfishness. For no right-minded man 
will place any bar to federation which 
aims but to be an ally of all 
things conducive to the common good. 
We may have generous impulses and 
sound views, but we need organization 
to give them a business end. We may 
talk about Catholic literature, but we 
require some agency to get it into the 
homes of the people. To get together, 
to interchange views and thoughts and 
plans ; to desert the energy that is oft- 
times frittered away on things of little 
moment to worthier objects, would, in 
our opinion, be secured by a federation. 
May wc ask these gentlemen, who erst­
while were so enthusiastic over this 
project, to come out of their retirement 
and to let us have the fruits of their 
long and doubtless brain-exacting medi­
tations. They should initiate this move­
ment. And we can assure them that 
they will find co-operators in the 
learned and experienced laymen who 
know that organization for the country 
and God is, when along the lines of 
order and system and concentration, al­
ways productive of good. We hope to 
see this matter taken up and forced to a 
reality.

Rome, May 8. Owing to a slight at­
tack of gout the majordoiuo of the Vati­
can has given notice that for some days 
the Holy Father will concede no public 
audiences. In private Pius X. con­
tinues to receive as usual the prefects 
of the Roinau Congregations for the dis­
patch of the official business of the 
Universal Church as well as Italian and 
foreign prelates on their visit ad limina. 
Thus the ordinary routine of the Pope’s 
life remains undisturbed and his health 
gives not the slightest cause for anxiety.

The law of separation of Church and 
State in Portugal, which will be pub­
lished in a day or so, is a comical mix- 

tyranny, contradiction and cool 
audacity—precisely what may be al­
ways expected from masonic lodges. 
This law suppresses the Catholic re­
ligion as the leligion of the State, and 
still insists t! at the government must 
oversee the affairs of the seminaries ! 
With the utmost sany froid cathedrals 
and churches are appropriated, and the 
faithful are coolly prohibited from con­
tributing to the maintenance thereof. 
And yet, where Napoleon and Bismarck 
miserably failed, what hope is there for 
a pigmy like Andrea Costa ?

Aud now the following telegram has 
reached Rome from Lisbon :

“The Portuguese bishops have sent 
to the minister of justice a joint letter 
in whieli they water down the impor­
tance of the pastoral letter which had 
been lately signed by them. They also 
ask pardon for the Bishops of Oporto 
aud Bejii."

Strange to say if this message be true, 
the Vatican has not yet had an inkling 
of it l It is to be hoped that the Stéf­
ani Agency—which is subject to the 
Italian government and is to be dis­
trusted when treating of matters per­
taining to the holy See—is not at its 
old tricks 1

guided by its sense of scrupu­
lous legality the Portuguese government, 
which only two days ago announced its 
intention of suppressing the diocese of 
Beja forthwith, now sends the following 
to the press :

“The council of ministers, has decided 
not to suppress the episcopal See of 
Beja, as the concordat with the Holy 
See cannot be modified by a simple 
deliberation of the ministerial council."

After this nobody can say the comic 
element is lacking in Lisbon.

When the history of the present Pon­
tificate comes to be written it will be 
seen that in one way there have been 
few popes for a coup'e of centuries who 
have had so much to encounter as Pius 
X. Many sorrows have befallen him, 
not the least being that occasioned by 
the fact that he has bad to cut off from 
the Catholic Church two priests who 
once gave promise of being men of great 
worth. For Loisy little hope is enter­
tained of repentance ; overweening pride 
added to the fact that the unfortunate 
man lost the faith ten years ago, do not 
hold out much promise. Romolo Murri, 
who undoubtedly possesses ability of a 
certain kind, and intensity of purpose 
that drives him to extremes, is going 
from bad to worse. His cry now is for 
persecution of the Church in Italy, a 
cry that recoils on his own head even 
among the body of bad Catholics and 
atheists that fill the Italian house of 
parliament.

Of Bartoli, the ex-Jesuit, who, of 
course, has not been excommunicated, 
some hope may be entertained. Years 
ago Bartoli received a sunstroke in 
India. Returning to Italy he worked 
jerkily for a time, then turned Protest­
ant and after a trip to Ireland went to 
America “ to lecture !" indeed, every 
hope may be held out for him, as a sun­
stroke is—a sunstroke.

The loss caused to the Church by the 
death of Cardinal Benjamin Cavicohioni, 
who recently passed away at the age of 
seventy-five years, may be gathered from 
the fact that His Eminence, in addition 
to being prefect of the S. Congregation 
of Studies, formed part of the following 
Roman congregations : the Congrega­
tions of the Sacraments, of the Council, 
of Propaganda Fide for Oriental Affairs, 
of the index, and also of the Commission 
for the Codification of Canon Law. It 
may be said that the life work of the 
dead prince of the Church consisted in 
the services rendered to the congrega­
tions of the council and the propaganda.

A requiem High Mass was sung in 
presence of the remains by Arebhjshop 
La Fontaine, with the intervention of 
the famous Sistine choir of Perosi. 
Among those present were Cardinals 
Merry del Val, Respighi, Rampolla, 
Gennari, Vincenzo, Vannutelli, De Pie­
tro ; Della Volpe, Cassetta, Vives 
Tu to, while Cardinals Gotti and Do Lai 
were represented by their secretaries.

The members of the diplomatic corps, 
the Roman congregations to which Car­
dinal Cavicchioni had pertained, deputa­
tions from the Roman universities, and 
the mayor of Viterbo, the Cardinal’s 
birthplace, were also in attendance.

As it would never suit Victor Em­
manuel III. and all responsible for the 
celebrations held presently at Rome, to 
appear other than pleased at the action 
of England in merely dispatching a 
letter of felicitations on the semi-cen­
tenary of the unity of Italy, Prince 
Arthur of Connaught has been received 
with the utmost honor due to his rank. 
And yet the English government which 
sympathized so much with all who has­
tened the fall of papal rule might be ex­
pected to send along King George him­
self 1 However, William IF. refused to 
go a step further than the dispatch of a 
note of congratulation and coolly passed 
by Rome on his way to Corfu, for it is 
far from the mind of that Protestant 
monarch to take any action calculated 
to offend Pius X.

Just as the King of Servia, who never 
had any relations with Italy,

MR. EGAN VOICES HIS 
IDEAS

STRONGLY URGES THE UNITING 
OF RELIGION WITH MAN'S 
EVERY-DAY LIFE

Here are some paragraphs from the 
response of Maurice Francis Egan re­
cently, to the honor conferred on him at 
Notre Dame University. The address, 
as a whole, is a good illustration of what 
Style and diction will do to enforce 
sound ideas :

At my age a man either indulges in 
reminiscensva or moralizes. In the one 
case, he is likely to be a bore ; in the 
other case he is a self appointetVpreach- ! 
er, and unless he has a special vocation 
for preaching, he finds himself repeat­
ing the obvious, aud disgusting every­
body. However, in this home of elo­
quence, a man who has no gift of speech 
must either “reminisce" or moralize, 
aud take the risk.

In listening to your cordial words, I 
feel that the affection you have for me, 
is the affection of one member of a 
family for another, and we all know 
that the members of our own family, no 
matter what their defects are, have in 
our eyes both a halo and a nimbus. We 
can never look at them dispassionately ; 
they are part of us and I was for so long 
a member of the family of this great 
university, that I almost felt it would 
be indelicate for you to offer me this 
high honor. I have been so near to you, 
so much a part of ydu,—a member of 
the Third Order of the Holy Cross, in 
fact—that it appeared as if I was so 
much of your circle as not to be included 
among the laity on the outside. But 
you have willed it otherwise, and I, who 
know your heart, am most deeply 
touched by this token of your affec-

To be one of the long line of Laetare 
medalists—among whom shines glow­
ingly the names of that prince among 
American laymen,—the Hun. William J. 
Onahau,—is to be truly of the elect,— 
to be truly honored. * * 
that the cool, logical intellects of 
Notre Dame may be at fault in mark­
ing me among the elect; but I am quite 
sure that in this case its heart was all 
right, and as a gife from heart to heart.
1 accept it. When I look around me, I 
am sad and happy at one and the same

And as I gaze back I am convinced 
more and more of the immortality of the 
good deeds that men do, and that death 
is merely an incident in life. I do not 
hold with Shakespeare's dramatic utter­
ance, that the good that men do is often 
interred with their bones. Like most 
utterances that become proverbial, it is 
only a half truth; for each man, if he 
does not resist the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit, is a living link in the 
chain of true progress.

■ The noble founder of this university, 
Father Sorin, was one of the great ones of 
this nation. He brought into this new 
country the traditions of a gentle aud 
polite world that had been moulded by 
the traditions of Versailles. It was my 
privilege to know him in his old age, 
aud I never met him without recalling 
one of the few sincere utterances of 
Telleyrand,—“That not to have known 
the world which existed in France be­
fore the Revolution, was to have missed 
one of the greatest delights of life," and 
Father Sorin was a descendant from 
that world.

worship
the idea of God gradually becomes 
weaker in tho soul, ends by existing only 
in the intelligence, if even there, and 
remains without

hen things have come to that pass, it 
is evident that the practice of tho sound­
est maxims of morality, even of those 
that are dictated by reason, must be 
and in reality is, sadly undermined and 
is likely soon to cease altogether. 
Therefore, we hold that morality, if it is 
to be effective and lasting, must seek a 
support in religious ideas and find 
powerful auxiliary in worship." In other 
words, there will not be effective aud 
lasting morality without religion. But 
without morality a state canuot long 
thrive.

The testimony of another great Sp 
iard. Don Antonio Canovas del Castillo, 
may be quoted on this subject. In his 
“Problemas Contemporaueos" he writes : 
“If you carefully consult the best works 
that have been written on the public 
law of free peoples,they will all tell you 
that neither in America nor in Europe 
has there hitherto been such a people 
whose institutions were nob based 
solid religious belief." I feel confident 
that anyone who can be said to have 
read history must come t y this conol usiun 
—that without religion no state can 
prosper, aud that the most enduring 
prosperity cannot be attained without 
Christianity.

Even the weakening of the ancient 
pagan creeds prior to the preaching of 
Christianity was injurious to the state. 
No one can read Tacitus, or Cassius, or 
Suetonius without seeing how greatly 
the lack of positive belief in the super­
natural hastened the downfall of the 
Roman empire.—In tertnoun tain Catho-

traaitious that have 
sufficient, but we are beginning to find 
that they are not enough.

In Europe the Zeit Geist is abroad— 
" d very umcU alive, and very strong 
and powerful -demanding that 
shall be happy in a wor d where there is 
no happiness, asserting that there is 
other world but this, aud therefore, 
that the main object of the human race 
is to enjoy what fruits it 
without thinking of the future.
The ethics of Man reus Aurelius could 
not save the Roman Empire ; the phi­
losophy of Confucius hay not • touched 
the lives of the toiling miiljens in newly 
awakening China ; the spLjpdor of the 
intellects of l'lato and AnstiAtle could 
not save the civilization of Greece. All 
history and all experience teach us 
that the only foundation of society—of a 
permanent society—is belief in a great 
Conservator whom we must obey either 
from love or fear.

There can be no fl** " no

action on the will

And

y grasp

progressive, 
social condition without this union of 
faith with practical life. Creeds are be­
ing watered and diluted but in the 
heart of man there exists a mystic desire 
for union with the Perfect, for solace 
and consolation in absolute goodness 
and absolute love—which can never be 
eradicated—and on this all men who see 
the terrible dangers ahead for 
nation, must count. It must be culti­
vated by those who are experts in the 
science of religion, and by those who 
accept religion as a tradition and a 
staff.—Catholic Citizen.

feel

LARGELY SUPERFICIAL 
Too often it is heard that the world 

is becoming more and more indifferent 
to religion. But this indifferentism is 
largely superficial. The world craves for 
God as passionately as ever. In its 
heart are questions which must be 
answered and longings which must be 
satisfied. Dominated by unrest, it 
rushes hither and thither, hearkening to 
new watchwords, following some self- 
constituted teacher who claims that he 
can give it peace aud wisdom. But 
when its hopes are blasted it waxes 
cynical, which is but to hide the bitter 
hunger of its heart. It wishes to know 
aud to believe as ardently as those 
who, before Bethlehem's light illumined 
the earth, sought God in nature, in 
their own hearts and the writings of 
the philosophers. The world has seen 
shame come and go and is disillusioned, 
but it can be thrilled by the undying 
verities of religion and the lives which 
portray their splendour and vitality.

STATE AND RELIGION
lie.In France, as is pretty well known, 

the government has for some years past 
been trying the experiment of conduct­
ing the affairs of state independently ol 
religion. There are, of course, millions 
of Christians in France -excellent Cath­
olics. They observe the doctrines and 
practices of religion, and the principal 
acts of their lives are governed by the 
teaching of Christianity. It would not. 
therefore, be at all correct to say that 
the people of France are godless ; but 
it can be said truthfully that the 
h rench state is godless, and something 
worse than godless.

It not only withholds recognition from ! 
every religious creed, but its policy is, 
and for years has been, distinctly 
to Christianity. The men who have 
been governing it ns prime ministers 
have not disguised from the world the 
fact that their object has been to elimi­
nate religion, to decline to make any­
thing like an official acknowledgment 
of the existence of God, aud to

THE «50,000 BIBLE
On April 21, a battle royal took place 

in New York for the possession of a book. 
Two or three multi-millionaires in pano­
ply of gold were in the forefront of the 
fray. ‘ One thousand dollars !" was the 
first cry that was heard ; then another 
thousand, and another and another, the 
excitement growing in intensity with 
each succeeding move, until at last 
f50,000 was called and Mr. Henry E. 
Huntington, ôf Los Angeles, laid his 
hand Jupon the coveted prize while all 
the world wondered.

What is this book that has caused so 
much commotion, and won such applause 
for tho purchaser ? It is a Bible ; and 
the inquiry naturally suggests itself : 
has it anything to do with the Bible 
Jubilees which are being celebrated just 
now in England and America ? None 
whatever. It is not a Protestant Bible, 
but Catholic from cover to cover. It 
was printed about sixty-seven years 
before Luther apostatized from* the 
Church that gave him all the learning 
he ever possessed, and seventy-eight 
years before Henry MIL put himself in 
place of the Pope for the discomfort of 
Englishmen. It is one of the few re­
maining copies that were run off the 
press at Maiuz, by Johann Geus- 
fleisch zu Gutenberg, between the years 
of 1452 and 1456. Some call it the 
“Mazarin Bible," because a copy 
dug out of the Mazariu library in Fi 
long after the edition was supposed to 
have been altogether lost. It is also de­
er i bed as the “forty-two line Bible" be­
cause it is printed in double columns of 
forty-two lines each. The text is in 
Latin, and on account of the abbrevia­
tions employed, supposes more than 
usual familiarity with the language in 
which it is written. Thus, for instance, 
the word autem appears merely as aut, 
with a line above it to indicate the 
missing letters ; non is no ; hominum, 
hoim and so on. Its value has

averse

prove
that not only can a godless state live 
but that it can thrive aud attain and 

He, coming here, bad no preserve the highest form of civilization, 
endowment, nothing but faith in the The Portuguese revolutionists took 
divine mission of Christ for the better- this theory from them, and, as all 
meat of our earth, an instinctive know- readers of the newspapers know, they 
ledge of the American temperament and have been boasting in gushing phrases 
of American conditions, and a firm de- j that as a state without religion Por­
ter in illation to unite his love for the tugal is to enjoy a golden age. Now, 
culture of France with the opportuni- this is a subject of very great import- 
ties of raising the ideals of education anee.
in the new country in which he had de- Can a state subsist, progress aud last 
liberately chosen to live. in a flourishing condition without relig-

A lesser man might have attempted ion ? Above all, is Christianity 
to force his opportunities and to impose essary to the nation as well as to the in- 
the ideas of an older civilization on a dividual ? So far as the experiment has 
newer, not less in many ways, but differ- gone in France and Portugal it will, 1 
ont ; he was wise ; he and his associates think, be generally admitted that it has 
kept their torches burning in spite of been a failure. The deeds of the 
the rough winds that blew across the members of the provisional government 
prairies, and the light from these torches in Portugal have not corresponded with 
has ever since burned and been passed their words. They have " conducted 
on from year to year, until the humble themselves as men who do not under- 
cabins of the first Notre Dame have be- stand the meaning of evenhanded jus- 
come the palatial buildings of the pres- tice. Their reactionary onesidedness 
ent ; but the spirit is the same. plainly indicates that their principles

That union of the spiritual life with and ideals are not as sound and fair as 
the practical life of our day still con- those of the Christians. The French 
tinues. We see here a beautiful city government has had more time to let us 
and a noble university, proud of each see what are to be the fruits of godless 
other, hand in hand, growing together, theories of government, but the results 
Religion, which in the past was made, tell even more decisively against them 
too often, a weapon of hatred and dis- than against the leaders of the I'ortu- 
cord, is working in both the university gtiese revolution, 
and the city, in complete harmony, fui- The bitterest enemy of Christianity 
filling both at once the highest Chris- cannot deny that in France the level of 
tian and the highest American ideal ; morality has sunk. The statistics of 
for neither Father Sorin nor one of the crimes have been mounting up to a most 
noblest creatures that God ever made, formidable extent, and in the city of 
Thomas Walsh, believed in that narrow Paris, through every street of which 
doctrine which would confine all the you could go in safety at midnight

TEACH THE CHILDREN 
We say again, and this time in answer 

to a pessimistic wail from a subscriber 
that children 
have a taste for the 
and instructive book. Their minds can 
be disciplined. They can be tuned up to 
the key of the beautiful and the pure. 
God did not make them to be 
the sport of the caprices of the 
brainless writer. But one reason 
why we eschew serious reading is that 
through parental neglect we have never 
learned to read. Many fathers and 
mothers never buy Catholic books. In 
the adornment of their houses there is 
nothing Catholic, and the children, un­
der the influence of these surroundings* 
are shaped and fashioned in the mould 
of the world. It requires but little 
effort to introduce the impressionable 
child to the world beautiful and to give 
him memories that shall produce both 
fragrance and fruit. Youth is the seed­
time, aud the parent, not destitute of 
common sense, should be interested in 
the harvesting. Put good books and 
papers into the homes and the result 

he serious Catholic men » and 
women.

can he taught to 
serious

grown
with age, and though Gutenberg sold his 
copies at one hundred florins each, the 
possessor of the present volume was de­
lighted to get it for what not very long 
ago the world would consider a fortune.

In 1840, a German poet, besides other 
airy nothings such as poets are often 
guilty of, gave his admirers the informa­
tion that in printing the Bible “Guten­
berg lighted a torch which the priests 
have ever since been trying to extin­
guish” ;—not an original conceit. The 
bard was merely embalming in versecaused
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, the prevailing aud obstinately persever- 
, '“g superstition which 
: Protestant mind about 
j attitude to the Bible.
! The priest i 

nor the printer the pri 
first place the book it

the Catholic

never hated the printer, ,

* in Latin, and, ' 
i therefore, primarily intended for the 
j clergy. Gutenberg was hard pi 
I for money at the time, and knew per­

fectly well that they would 
his principal Aslirons.|M

j matter of fact both before and 
after the publication of this Bible they 
were his most enthusiastic supporters. | 
Priests, bishops, archbishops and 

I diliais were jubilant at the success of his 
I work, and regarded his new printing 

press there were others before his is 
! a God-given instrument for the propa- 
I gation of the Faith. Printers wore haloes 

in those days and were hailed as the 
j new apostles of Catholicity. Presses 
! were put up every where. Eveu recluses 

C arthusians were setting type 
in their monasteries ; and, not to In* 
surpassed by the monks, the nuns enter­
ed the composing-room. The convent of 
St. Bridget, in far-away Sweden, 
bn <y publishing books, and in a short 
space of eight years, the Dominican 
Sisters of Florence gave no less than 
eighty six works to the world. The 

Bulgaria were printing pon­
derous tomes in Slavonic, and as early 
as 1498, a monastic printing pro 
working overtime at Cettinje in i

semi-barbarous Montenegro. Ger- I 
ny, of course, where the invention ! 

originated, was in a ferment, and the ex - !

I Even Christopher Columbus is said to | 
j have been for some time a printer. I 
i early as 1475 there were as many as | 
I twenty presses in Rome, under the 

nonage of the Pope, and before the 
j of the fifteentli century no less than 925 
j works were issued in that centre of 
Catholicity, chietly owing to the 
tiens of the clergy. Evidently 
priests were not extinguishing Guten­
berg's torch. They were giving it a 
fiercer flare.

But ftll Hu* was keep the Bible 
away from tho ptMiplo ! 
trary ; the prevailing motive of this 
ecclesiastical activity was, as the pub­
lisher of the Cologne Bible expressed it,
‘ that the people might the more readily 
be induced to a diligent study of Holy 
Writ." In Germany there were, in 1509, 
22 editions of the Psalms in the verna­
cular, and 25 of the Epistles and Gos­
pels before 1518. There were 14 
plote editions of the the Bible in High 
German and .> in Low German before 
the Reformation. Nor was Germany an 
exception in this respect, for if anyone 
would take the trouble to examine the 
catalogue of the British Museum he 
would find listed there 11 German edi­
tions of the Bible ranging from 1400 to 
1518, 8 in Bohemian, 1 in Dutch, 5 in 
French and 7 in Italian ; and these, be 
it remembered, represent only the books 
which this particular museum has been 
able to obtain. What, then, becomes of 
the ridiculous but cherished myth that 
Martin Luther never saw a Bible till he 
was twenty years old, and that he 
the only monk at Erfurt who possessed 
the precious volume ? And how is it 
possible to account for that other de­
lusion that the Catholic Church has, for 
the purpose of keeping the people in ig­
norance, persistently forbidden the 
reading of the Bible ? From the very 
beginning of Christianity the smallest 
Catholic child has been made familiar 
with it ; throughout the centuries the 
Church has stood as its defender against 
those who would mutilate and corrupt 
it ; and to-day she still defies the world 
which would toss it aside as a human 
work, a fabrication or a romance. For 
her it.

like the

MS WHS |
what is !

afely to all other '

As

end

the

On the con­

fias always been the inspired 
Word of God, of which she is the solo 
guardian and interpreter. The Holy 
Bible is her inheritance and she eagerly 
dispenses it to her children.--America.

“THE ISLE OF SAINTS AND 
SCHOLARS”

In paying tributes to St. Patrick the 
local press, as a rule, was generous and 
sincere. Yet some of the praises be­
stowed on his work wore unjust in so 
far as they depicted the nature of the 
soil on which lie cast the seeds of Di vine 
truth. The Public Ledger, for in 
stance, says that he “ rescued a nation 
from barbarism." It is true that he 
rescued one from Fagan ism, and it is 
also true that cruelty and gross super­
stition were an integral part, and a 
great part, <*f that Paganism. Yet, so 
were they in the Paganisms of Greece 
and Rome; but he would be a hard v 
roastmer who could classify the ancient 
masters of Pagan culture as “barbarism" 
because of the incidental horrors of the 
Pagan cult. The ancient Irish had 
attained a very high level of civiliza­
tion long before the arrival of St. 
Patrick. Perhaps tho best proof that 
such was the case is to be found in the 
fact that the greatest labor of the 
Apostle, after the conversion of the 
people had been accomplished, was the 
codification of the enormous body of 
laws which had grown up under the 
Brehon system, from a very remote era - 
some say from the period that immediate­
ly succeeded thelauding of the Milesians 
from Spain. The ancient bardic poems 
leave no doubt that this civilization 
manifested itself in the realms of 
poetry, music, law and the artistic 
working of metals and weaving and 
fashioning of rich garments. The 
heroic epics are ns full of descriptions 
illustrative of these conditions as those 
of the Homeric era. Britain aud Ger­
many were peopled by barbarians at the 
time when Patrick was preaching, but 
that fact has no bearing on the 
temporary condition of Ireland, whose 
schools and scholars were soon to fill 
the world with a perfect sunburst of 
learning and send their teachers—Ire­
land's saints and scholars—to share 
their Christian civilization with all 
Europe.—Catholic Standard and Times.
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