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Some thirty years ago there wasa
considerable talk over the will of
Father Farrell, of New York. I do
not now recollect distinetly whether
this drew attention on account of the
large amounts bequeathed or on ac
count of the peculiarity of the bequests,
or both. However, one of the leading
New York newspapers, commenting
upon the will, observed that it seemoed
to mark the coming in of & new era ia
American Catholicism. Hitherto, seys
the wise editor, priests have been con-
tent, when they died, to let the Bishop
gather up anything that he might
find in their houses or in their bank
accounts and do as he liked with it.

This is one of the many mare’s nests
which Protestants are continually find
ing in the Catholic Church. Koaowing
nothing ebout it, usnally, and caring
to know nothing except such things as
they could not help finding out, sod
having & vague notion that priests,
at ordination, give up all their per-
sonal rights, of every kind, to the
Church, that i, to the Bishop, then, if
something happens to strike their eye
at variance with this wvotion, they
forthwith  stiffen  themselves up
proudly, and say, ‘ Ah, sea how
Americanism 18 hneading into softuess
even 60 stubborn a material as
Popery.”

This is like the saga dlscovery I re-
marked upon some time back, that the
oxistence of an occasional married
priest in Amorica was a proof of the
inflaence of the Awmerican ¢plrit,
whereas it is simply a proof that the
Church continues hera the immemorial
priviiege of the 1stern clergy, to live
in wedlock. S) with tals matter of
priest's wills The right of making
them is as old as Christianity. The
vow of poverty,as wa know, nas noth
ing to do with the priesthond, and is
pever taken by the mass of the clergy,
and forws no part
garvice, Of course every Catholic
knows that the vow of poverty is taken
simply by those who bind themsalves
under monastic eugagements, taken
indiffarently by men or womon, clergy
men or layman. A priest, as & pries?,
has just the same right as a layman to
own an estate of any amouni, aund to
bequeath it at his pleasure. I walve
the question what, in the view of many
theologians, are his abstract obliga
ilons concerning the savings from his
benefices. There has never been any
dispute that a secular clergyman has
an absolute power to bequeath as he
pleases his patrimonlal estate and its
lawful increass, and all bequests or
gifts made to him. Yeta constant cor
respondent of the Champion, an agent
of the same Church in another part of
Spanish America, says : ‘' Fray N N.
18 reputed to have died worth half &
million dollars. Evidentiy he took his
vow of poverty very lightly.” Lt me
remark that fray or fraile, in the use
of these men, designates any priest,
monastic or secular. The fact that the
decoased was capable of leaving a
large property, and that, though rich,
he died in high standing in the
Church, shows that he was a secular,
and therefore unbound by any vow of
poverty. Bat Mr. F. 18 determined
that a priest shall not dle rich without
being trounced for it. As the deceased
had never taken any vow of poverty,
Mr. F. invents one for him, and then
geolds him for having broken it.

* Kaop & thing soven years, and you
wiil be sure to find & use for it.” M.
F. has been living months or years in
Argentina or near there. and has
never cared to learn the diffarence be-
tween & secular and a religious. Now
at last, in this case, his voluntary
ignorance stauds him in good stead.
It enables him to send a departed soul
1o its account laden with broken obii
gations which it had never assumed
Tae disgracefulness of such iguorance
in a resident of a Catholic country,
gont there to discuss their religion
with the people, evideutly weighs
quite as lightly on him as the vow of
poverty that he had never taken
welghed on the departed Fray N. Mr.
F. and his comrades do not appear to
be exactly overwhelmed with conver-
slons, and therefore I judge thai they
have cooslderabla time for hobuobbing
with one another. Being all ignor
amuses alike, they do not put one
anoiuer to tha biush, but are all ami-
ablo and pleassnt together. If their
devent imagination inspires them at
any time with a malevolent remark at
the expenss of the Catholic Church,
they are nct restrained by any embar-
rassing knowledge of contrary facts,
guch as 1 have been comeuimes re
proached by follow clergyaan for fore
ing o their attention, aud o laliiig
the wings of their polemiesal oratory.

A M:xican bishop has owned—and
one would think that he would ba very
much ashamed to own it—that there
had been rs{il3s for induigeunces in his
dlocese. He denies explicitly, how
wver, that auy priest had ever assured
the laity thata particular soul, at a
particular time, was roleased from
purgatory, as this would be in ¢ n-
tradiction to Catholic doctrine. The
Champion, however, does not allow

¢ the ordination

| thing really eaid by that absolutely
{ untrustworthy author, Doctor Merle
| D'Aubigne, it is all one. This, hence-
' forth, is authentic Roman Catholic doe-
| trine. Anything else 18 a blind. It
| may have been solemnly declared from
the Apostolic Chair; it may be found
in &li Cathollc theologies; it may be
| heard from parigh pulpits in countries
| in which & Protestant is almost a curl-
osity. It makes no difference. The
authentic ** Romish " formula has been
found, in exactly the shape that we
want, and there we must stick.

For instance, Terz¢]l was a venal and
brutal man. The Elector Albert was
an extravagant and worldly prince. As
Janssen shows, he would have turned
Protestant if he conld have secularized
his electorate. Yet even these two
men set forth the true doctrine of in-
dulgences. They declared that these
could only be obtained by the penitent,
and that no one must lose an indul-
gence for want of money. Noaverthe-
less, us Liapicier and Janssen and Ben-
del show, some of the greedy quaestors
actually turned indulgences into &
substitute for Penance, having power
to free, without amendment of life, not
from purgatory but from hell. Luth
or, in his theses, does not dwell on this
abuge, nor impute it to the Church.
What he may havas done Iater, in
pursuance of his doctrine that any-
thing is lawful to hurt the Pope, and
that & Protestant who will not lie for
this good end is a poor stick, I do not
know. At all events, he briogs no
such imputation in the Theses. Yet
ever since then, this shocking depra-
vation of indulgences has been com-
monly current in the Protestant world
as the gepuine Roman doctrine.
Everything else has been disparaged
as a clumsy attempt to cover up the
real thing. Catholics have appealed to
the nuvarying language of the Church
from before 1100 as showing that the
doctrina of Liso XIIL is the same with
that of Urban 1l  But what sigoify
Lo XI{II. and Urban II. compared
with the caricatures ef Merle
d’Aubigne ?

So algn thege sam3 quaestors, with
more suppart of anthority, assured the
paople that indulgences gained for the
d+ad were of immediate and infallible
offact. Since then this error has been
papaliy raproved. Nooanemay believe
that the Church can exercise an act of
jarisdiction over the dead. Indul-
gences for the dead are only available
by way of intercession, and therefore,
like all prayer, are only effective
through the free bounty of God ~ Yet
the Champion, Bishop or no Blshop,
Pope or no Pope, assures its readers
that every Catholic is bound to believe
(what no Catholic 18 allowed to believe)
that every Gregorian Mass, said in the
spring, infallibly sets free one soul.

It declares also that the Pope can
shut or open the gate of heaven, at his
pleasure, to any mapn. Of course every
Catholic knows this to be blasphemy.
It borrows this from the mendacious
priest of whom we have spoken, and
who, of course, knows himself to be ly-
ing.

I may come back after a while to
make some further comments. At
present, however, 1 purpose going
through Daan Hodges' recent lectures,
partly for criticism,; partly for com-
mendation, part.y for explication.

Charles C. Starbuck.

12 Meacham street,

North Cambridge, Mass.
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American Messenger of the Sacred Heart.

The mention of humility sounds like
a discordant note in the harmony of
praise with which the world is every-
where celebrating its achievements and
progress as the century draws to a
close. The word finds no place on our
lecture platforms, in the newspapers,
or in the public utterances and mes-
sages of men of civil prominence or
station. The virtue itself is despised
and blamed for hindering human
advancement : it surely seems a hope-
less task to plead for it in an age which
ig termed so boastfully an aggressive
ags. 1f the world is filled with pride,
all the more necessary i8 humility, and
if it seem useless to recommend it, then
all the more need of prayer that men
and nations may be lowered in their
pride, and appreciate the advantages
and motives which should keep them
humble.

No virtue is more plainly, strongly
or trequently recommended to us in
Holy Scripture than humility, and yet
for no virtue has the human heart such
n Tt 18 the
virtue which Carist especlally com-
mends in Himself for our imitation.
¢ Learn of me for [ am meek and humble
of heart,” (Matt.1i., 29,) and it is the one
to whnich St. Paul was inspired to at-
tribute Christ's exaltation and our re-
demption : ** He humbled himself, be-
coming obedient unto death, even unto
the death of the cross. For which
cause God hath also exalted him and
hath given him a name which is above
avery other name. ' (Pnil.2, 8, 9 )Itisa

a dx‘,;l‘“;g’ and ahharrance

itgelf to be put down by & mere bishop.
It would not allow itsalf to be put down !
by the Pope. After all, this class of

people are not ignorgnt at haphazard. |
I'hey are ignorant by calculation.
They reckon in this way : What is the
most effective presentation of this or
that Roman Catholic doctrine for Pro
testant purposes ? Now can I find this
doctrine so stated in any writer, of
either religion, that is of any note ?
If 8o, that is enoagh. Be it something
not sald by Pope Gregory IX,, and mis

reported by a later writer, or some.

title to God's favor : *‘ the humble and
contrite heart thou wilt never despise;"
(Psalm 50,19)—the most effactive ald to
prayer : ‘‘the prayer of him that humbl-

| eth himself shall penetrate the clouds ;"

(Ecel. 3 4,4;) —the safeguard of wisdom:
“'for where humility is, there also is wis-
dom;'(Prov.11,2:)- a condition of salva-
tion,and a sure way toglory : ‘‘ Unless
you be converted and become as little
children, you shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven, Whosoever shall
humble himself as this little chiid, he
is the greater in the kingdom of

heaven ;" (Matt, 15, 4)—and the rule is
often repeated : ‘*He who humbleth
. himself shall be exalted ;" (St Luke
| 14, 11;)— “ humility goetn before
| glory.” (Prov 15 83 )

Still men dislike and abhor humility.
Besides being naturally distasteful and
difficult to attain, it is but too often
misconceived or put before them in a
falge light, or described in terms which
gsound to them 8o extravagant,
that  they turn aside and
listen to the promptings of pride,
which, alas! 1s 80 plausibly com-
mended in our present day literature,
as to make men forget or overlook the
judgments pronounced on it in serip-
ture,

Thus, humility is too often recom-
mended and practised as & virtue which
is chiefly exterior. This 18 why some
imagine that it requires & bowed head,
or a furtive glance, a drooping car
riage, timid utterance, slow gait and
other such graceless hablts Now,
though true humility shows itself in
looks and words and actions, it belongs
properly in the mind and heart. In
deed, nothing can be more easily af
fected, nor more deceitfal than the ex
ternal manners of this virtue, *‘ There
{s one that humbleth himself wickedly,
and his exterior is full of deceit.” (Ecel.
19 23 ) This is simply hyp:erisy,
which an honest map must desplse.

Again, humility i8 often described
in such a way as to create the impres
sion that it is more a virtue of necessity
than of one's free choice and cultiva
tion. By dwelling too much on the
need and benefit of temptations, aftlic
tions and humiliations, the notion is
formed that humility is forced on one
from without, whereas it is only by
our own internal study of the motives
wo have for humility within ourselves
that wa can prepare to profit from
humiliations and other trials coming
upon us from without.

Not less deporable is the opinion
that some come to form, that humility
makesone too retiring, inactive, timid,
and even little minded or grovelling,
ag if it were inconsistent to say, as in
the Magnificat, that God ‘' hath re
garded the humility of his handmaid,”
and, in the next breath, glory 1u the
fact that ** He that is mighty had done
great things unto me.”

Finally, the terms used to describe
humility, or rather some of its prac
tices, sound so strange and exagger-
ated at least for those who are not a2-
customed to them, as to mislead some in
to an extreme and indiscreet observ
ance of this virtue, and repel others
from what they consider its extrav-
agances. Thus, to speak of self-abase
ment or self-contempt to those who are
not famidar with the first motives of
humility, may result in impressing
some souls with an exaggerated sense
of their unworthiness, and nthers with
a hatred for the virtue that strikes so
suddenly at the root of their seif-esteem
and exaltation.

We have thought it worth while to
mention some of the erroneous notions
that prevail about the virtue of humil
ity, because we can realize better our
need to pray for this virtue when we
consider how much men are deceived
about a matter that is so simple in it
gelf, and so fundamental in the life of
the soul.

First of all humility is a virtue, and
according to the Fathers and Doctore
of the Church, the foundation of ali
the virtues. As such it is a habit, or
ablding quality of the scul disposing it
to certain actions for its own weltare
and perfection, By it the soul is pre-
vedied from belng carried to things
above its capacities ; its impulses are
checked from tendlng inordinately to
great vhings. For tbis the soul must
know its capacities and its deficlencies,
and it must restrain every faculty from
seeking to attain what is above ite
powers, repressing exaggerated view:
of its own gifts and excellence, and
denying every desire or appetite for
things that surpass its mnature.
Humlility, therefore, is the virtue which
enlightens our minds to know what we
are and whence we have all that we
possess and disposes the will to be con
tent with what we may reasonably
hope to attain. It does not conceal
from us one good trait, or exaggerate
a single defect ; it doss not obscure or
minimizs any perfection or excellence
that we may legitimately aim at ; in
deed, humility 18 often tersely detin=d
as truth, because it represents all so
fully and clearly, and disposes us to
keep in our place, in our true relations
with God as the one from whom we
hold and hope to receive all that is
good for us, and with our fellow belngs,
in whom it helps us to recognize, re-
spect and venerate the gifts ot God
just as in ourselves.

The chief act of humility, is there-
fore, submission to Almighty God as
the Author and Lord of all things. It
disposes us to reverence Him in all
things, and to obey His iaw and prize
it above all that we possess. St. Igna
tius suggests a way of knowing in
what measure we humble ourselves
thus * under the mighty hand of God,"”
to use St. Pater’s phrase. Beginning
with the disposition to die, or forfeit
anything in this life rather than offend
God by grevious sin, he puts next the
disposition to die or forfeit everything
rather than to offend God venially, and
finally sets before us the disposition to
die or suffer any pain or disgrace
rather than give way deliberately to
the slightest imperfection. Nothing
can help us better than these consider-
ations of the saint, to appreciate how
closely humility 18 connected with
divine love and how necessary it is to
keep us united with God in charity.
It is in this way that humility is said
to be the mother and safeguard and
foundation of all the virtues, even of
the greatest of all, which is charity.

As humility regulates our submis-
slon to Almighty God, so also it regu-

lates our relations with ouvr fellow-men.
As it makes us recognize and rever-
ence in ourselves, every gift or excel:
lence we have from God's bounty, go it
makes us see and reverencs the same
in others as gifts from Him. It makes
us respect their authority, influence,
statiou, character, learning, opinions,
in a word everything in them which
we would respect in ourselves, and
furthermore it makes us show our re-
spect outwardly. It does not conceal
from us their faults or shortcomings
any more than it blinds us to our own,
but it makes s suspend for them ag
uncertain the judgment we must pass
as certain for ourselves, since God
keeps us from knowing the secrets of
every consclence but our own. True
Christian humility begets in us a trusi
in the motives of others such as we
love to conciliate for our own ; whilst
it saves us from indulging inany vain
concelt or delusion about the perfecti-
bility of human nature, it also saves
us from the error of those who look
upon human nature &s universally de-
praved ; like charity, it is not susple-
fous, and it envieth not; it makes us
too much concernei with our own fall-
ings to permit us to study, much less
magnify, the failings of other men.

It requires no serious labor, but only
ordinary good will, to estimate ovur
good qualities and our deficiencies in
their true light. We are dust, and ve
are destined to return to dust. We
know but little, and of that we are 8>
uncertain ; we are inconstant and
prone to evil, soon tired of doing good,
and ever adding sin to sin, living
from day to day in satisfying our curl-
osity, feeding our minds with trifles,
and experiencing in our bodies a multi-
tude of miseries which should humble
us if we were but consistent enough
to recognizs our lowliness. All this
should at least keep us from jadgiug
tha defects of others, and make us ap
prectate the terins by which holy souls
have expressed the abjsct condition of
our nature Nothing short of grace
can enable us to do this, and, in truth,
the humility of which we are speak-
ing is a supernatural virtue, which
was unknown or uanoticed, even in
the category of Aristotis, until Christ
came to teach the world that no virtue
{s possible without it, and that the
glory we hope for, waether in this
worid or in the next, 18 in proportion
to our humility.

There are many Treasons why we
ghould pray earnestly for humility as
we approach the close of this century.
The whole world seems busy with the
tasly of self-laudation. A spirit of
pride infects the moral atmosphere, the
nations are boasting of their strength,
the sects glory more in the wealth and
station than in the piety of their mem
bers, the controllers of capital and of
commerce are lost in admiration of
their own enterprises, the social world
feeds on the pride of life, science writes
its panegyrics before it is quite sure of
its own achievements. Man takes
credit for everything, and proudly de-
clares that there is no limit to human
perfection. God is ignored. His
Church {8 despised and even His re-
vealed word, to which 8o much rever-
snce was formeriy shown, i3 now sub
jected to a form of criticism in which
human reason is the supreme criterion.
Religion, which would still inspire the
amultitudes with respect for God and
sacred thingse, is ruthlessly excluded
from our schools to make way for super-
ficial study of numberless branches
which fills young minds with conceit,
and for doctrines inculcating an
abnormal sense of human independence
which fills the youog minds with arro-
gzance. What is so badly begun in the
schools is continued in the newspaper
aud lecture room, with the result that
men and women are confirmed in the
delusion that they know everything
worth knowing, and that they are en—
titled to pass judgment on the most
serious questions and difficult problems
without regard to the opinions of the
past or to the authority of learned men
of our time. The spirit of pride affects
every one of us. Without divine grace
and constant self-exertion itis impos
sible to dwell in an age and among
people Infected by it without becom
ing tnfected by it ourselves. Too often
we show our pride in the human
achievements of Catholics under the
pretext that they glorify and recom-
menn our religion : too many of our
Catholic parents pay tribute to the
pride of the world by eending their
children to so-called select, but godiess
schools, in the vain hope of obtaining
for them a chance of social advantages
in later life. Not unfrequently we read
editorials in our newspapers edited by
Catholics urging Catholics to become
more prominent in offictal and social
life, under the pretext that so much
can be done for religion by such prom
inence, as if these were the only means
of exercising a salutary influence on
our fellow beings, or, again, as it
Catholics had not already attained to
prominence in civil and social life, if
they would but use it for the Church.
In one word, to realize the danger we
are in of giving way to pride and of
gradually coming to neglect the virtue
of humility, we may recali that until
our Holy Father sent us his letter
Testem benevolentice, at the beginning
of this year, we were growing ramillar
with appeals to give preference to the
active virtues so-called, as being more
suited to our age than the passive,
among which would be classea humil-
ity.

Whether we consider the intensity
or extent of the actions of this virtue
we cannot look upon it either as in
any way passive in its nature, or as
tending to make us passive or inactive.
The vice of pride to which the virtue
of humility is opposed is the most diffi-
cult of all vices to overcome, and it
requires most intense and constant ef—
forts of humility to eradicate it entire-
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moderation which this
vates. Finally, humility is essential
for an act of fortitude. Never can we
succeed in a difficult task, or overcome
obstacles in our way unless we know
exactly our strength and our weakne:s,
and the resources to which we can con-
fidently look for support. Without
such knowledge, we are rash and pre
sumptuous, and cannot cope with the
difficulty which is usually attendant on
doing geod or resisting evil. Far
from making us inactive or week,
humility facilitates the exercise of
every virtue, and disposes us to do
great things for God, by filling us with
contempt for humao praise, the motive
which most of ail makes men mean aud
little-minded.

¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Why ? Because the humble heart is
entirely submissive to God’s law abso-
lutely resigned to His will. Because:
“ the kingdom of heaven is not meat
and drink, but justice, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost.” (R)mans 14
17 ) Because the humble man is high
in God's tavor: ‘‘ He hath regard to
the prayer of the humble : and he hath
not despised their petition. Bacause
‘the prayer of him that humbleth him
gself shall penetrate the clouds; and
till it come nigh he will not be com-
forted. and he will not depart till the
most High behold,” so simple, strong
and confident is the assurance with
which he feels already in this life that
God deigns to recognizs him for His
own, since he looks upon himself as
nothing but upon God as his all.

Tk HORSE—noblest of the brute creation
—when suffering from a cut, abrasion, or
sore, derives as much benefit as its master in
a like predicament, from the healing, sooth
ing action of DR, THOMAS' ECLECTRIC OIL.
Lameness, swelling of the neck, stiffoess of
the joints, throat and lungs, are relieved by
it.
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“The Most Sacred Heart and the Saints of
God ” (illustrated); a delightful story from the
pen of 8ara Trainer Smith—the last one writ.
ten by this gifted authoress before her death
in May last—entitled ‘' Old Jack's Eldest Boy
(illustrated); ‘' Jesus Bubject to His Parenta”
(poem); “The Rose of the Vatican" (illua.
trated); ' The Little Doll ”’ (illustrated); Hum-
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It part failed us, and the necessity of a vigoroua
| policy unposes Jtself at the present moment,

{ owing to the good dispositions of most of the
i glj{lll Indians and to the live competition wa
| have to meet on the part of the sects. Per.
sons heeding this call may communicate with
‘ma Archbishop of 8t. Boniface, or with the
undersigned who has been gpecially charged
with the promotion of this work.
| Our Missions may be assisted in the following
| manner :

lllb Yearly subscriptions, ranging from 5 te

00,

2, Legacies by testament (payable to tha
| Archbishop of ~t. Boniface).
| 8. Clothing, new or second hand, material
for clothing, for use in the Indian schools,

4. Promise to clothe a child, either by fur-
pishing materizl, or by paying sl & monih in
case of a girl, #1.50 in case of a boy.

5. Devoting one’s self to the education of
Indian children by accepting the charge ot
Jay schools on Indian Reserves—asmall salary
attached.

6. kntering a Religious Order of men o
women specially devoted to work among tha
Indians ;: e g. (for North-Western Canadu) toy
Oblate Fathers, the Grey Nuns of Montreal,
the Franciscan Nuns (Queoec), ete,

Donationseither in money or clothing should
be addressed to His tirace Archhishop Lange-
vin, D, D., St. Bonitace, Man., or to Rev. C.
Cahill, O. M, I,, Rat Portage, Ont.

C, Cahill, 0. M. 1.,
Indian Misaionary.

(( USE THE GENUINE .+ . )

 MURRAY &4
{ LANMAN'S }
{Forida Water
b

m——

oiiet and Bath.

.+« REFUSE ALL SUBSTITUTES !
N e A A 2

B R s N s s

THE WILL & BAUMER (0'Y

CHURCH GANDLEN.

The Celebrated Purissma
and Altar Brand . . .

and Baumer’s Patent Finish
Beeswax Candles

Acknowledged by all to be the best
in use upon the aliars of the Cath~
olic Churches throughout the
United States,

S

samples and prices will be cheerfully seni
apon application,

THE WILL & BAUMER CO.
SYRACUSE, N. Y.
For sale by Tuus.ﬁ(__‘:ylﬁv:x?, f.ondon, Ont.

E 22252 %%2%%%"
ALWAYS KEEP ON HAND

Iasnliller

THERE 1S KJ KIND OF PAIN OR

CHE, INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL,
THAT PAIN-KILLER WILL NOT RE-
LIEVE.

LCOK OUT FCR IMITATIONS AND SUB-
STITUTES. THE GENUINE BOTTLE
BEARS THE NAME,

PERRY DAVIS & SON.

220 0AARAA VD DD R/
CONCORDIA VINEYARDS
SANDWICH, ONT.

ALTAR WINE A SPECIALTY.

Our Altar Wine is extensively used and
recommen led by the Clergr, and our Claret
will compare favorably with the best iros
ported Bordeaun.

For prices and information address

ERNEST GIRARDOT & CO
SANDWIOR. ONT

CHURCH JFURNITURE
SCHOOL DESKS

0B " FORNITURE
CO umIvED.
WALKERVILLI . ONTARIO

FAVORABLY KNOWN SINCE 189 6
”‘éﬁuﬁ‘é””’?@ﬁ%ﬂf‘%‘;ﬂn y 3
ELY & CO, | GENoINE

-TROY, N. Y.\ 8z -mETAL
CHIMES Eve,CATALOGUE & PRICES FREE-

THE LONDON
MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE

COMPANY
THOS, E. ROBSON, D. C. McDONALD,

PRESIDENT. MANAGER.

The Only Mutual Fire Insurance Company
Licensed by the Dominion Government.

GOVEBNMENT DEPOSIT, - - $59,038.75

The advantages of the ‘* London Mutnn‘!-"
in a local sense, are that—It is the only Fire
Company owning its own property and paying
city taxes. That if a fire occurs within a day
an adjustment is made by one of the experi-
enced Inspectors of the Company and the full
indemnity is paid at once without any vexa:
tious delay.

A.W. BURWELL, 476 Richmond-st,, City Agt
Agent algo for the London and Lancashire
Lite Co. and the Employes')

DECEMBER 9, 1899,

am—

FIVE . MINUTES' SERMON.

—

THANKBGIVING ,

Where are the nine ? (St, Luke xvii 11,)

Of the ten lepers whose cure is re-
Jated in the gospel only one returned
to give thanks, and he was a Samari-
tan ; the others went their way ; they
were cured indeed of their dreadful
disease, but disgraced by our Lord's
sad question, Where are the nine?

Thanksgiving, should follow after
God's mercies to us, not only as &
matter of justice, but in order to se-
cure the effect of those mercies them-
gelves. Just as, in our bodily life, in
order to get the benefit of fresh air,
breathing-in must be followed by
preathing-out, 8o the giving of thanks
must follow the reception of all divine
favors. The grace of God is to the
soul what the breath is to the body ;
and the body, to live, must not only
draw the air in, but give it forth again
to make room for new and fresher air.
S0 in the life of our souls we breathe-
in God's grace and we breathe-out
thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving is furthermore a mat.
tor of justice, The holiest debt we
owe to God or man is the debt of thanks.
fvery honest man glves thanks for
favors received from other men, and
every upright soul gives thanks to
God. Itisthe most indispensable of
all our obligations, because it is the
least that we can do. In all our traffic
with heaven, gratitude is the only
coin we can mint ourselves. Thanks:
giving 18 that part of our sanctifica-
tion necessarily our own. Well, if
this be really true—and who can deny
it—then & great many of us are insol-
vent debtors of the worst kind. Now

vou hear it sald sometimes that the
man who does not pay his debts is as
bad a8 a thief, and in many cases this
is perfectly true. So the difference
between an open sinner and a thank
Jess Christian 18 that between &
thiet and & wan who by his own fault
does not pay his debts. Indeed, we
sometimes feel as if God ought to thank
us for the favor we do Him by condes-
cending to serve Him.
Communion and daily prayer, forgive-
ness of ipjuries and resisting tempta-
tions so puff us up with conceit that
we are apt to blame God bacause in
vlew of our holiness He does not ex-
empt us from the ordinary ills of life!

As a matter of fact it is with God and
us as with a storekeeper and his cus
tomer. You know why a man cannot
get trust at a store: it is because he
was trusted before and didn't pay his
debts. Now pretty nearly all the pay
that God asks for His favors is that we
shall give Him thaoks, and if we will
not do that much He can hardly think
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us worthy of His further bounty. It
we do give thanks He multiplies His
favors : for He is determined to keep
us in Hisdebt, and a8 fast as we return
thanks eo much the faster does He
lavish His love upon us.

So when we ask why we suffer this
miserable stagnation in our spiritual
career, perhaps the true answer would
be that we are members of a big multi-
ple of that original thankless nine.

Oh ! let us thank God that we have
the blessings of the true religion, that
He is our Father Jesus Christ our Re-
deemer, and the Blessed Virgin Mary
our Mother. Let us thank Him for His
gracious promise of the everlasting
soys of paradise. For thete unspeak
ab.e favors our thanks should be cease.
1288,

Let us give thanks, too, in our fer
vent morning prayers that we have
ascaped the dangers of the night, anc
‘a nur night pravers that we havi
peen saved from the noon-day demon
When we rise from our meals let u
offer a word of thanks, making a
least the sign of the cross, blessing Go
for the health He gives us and our fam
ily. Let us thank Him for our afllic
tions— yes, even for temptations ; f
the pains we suffer thereby are th
growing-pains of the soul. Especiall
after receiving Holy Communion 1
us give long and heartfelt thanks f¢
all God's deallng with us ; for we hav
then raceived the greatest of all H
gifts, His only begotten Son.

-—————
RELIGIOUS ORDERS OF PRIEST

The Jesuits, the Dominicans, ti
Redemptorists and religious orders
general constitute the best troops
the Church militant ; they form b
strongest arm against the powers
evil. TheChurch in her heaven-giv
wisdom knows that it greatly concer
her welfare to have at her comma
an army of well- disciplined troo
such as the religious orders furn
her with, and every diocese 18 ber
fited by them, It is in the religi
orders that the most exquisite fruit
our Lord’s teaching are found.
there were no religious many of
most beautiful passages of the Gos
would lose their full force, for scarc
are the counsels of perfection k
with sufficient exactitude by those
vants of our Lord who, though t
love Him much, yet live in the wo
and are not bound by the three
vow to observe them to the letter.
deed, thelr very position in the w
does not admit of it. Yet our Di
Lord surely meant when He cleal
for Himself a perfect Church, witl
spot or wrinkle, that she should b:
forth not only an abundance of or
ary fruit, but also the choicest f
which the grace of the Holy S
could form in human hearts.
Holy Church knows that this c
never be attained without relig
orders, Hence the Church bas
shown a special love for relig
She loves them because she bel
them to be the ‘' bosom friends
her Divine Master, and she loves t
too, for she is aware of their us
ness. It is easy enough to theorl




