. NOTICE.

| extend to our subscribers and to all

8¢t. Antoine Street, Nontreal, Canada.
P. O, Box 1138. . g

| SUBSCRIPTION PRICE.
Canada (city excepted), United
+Btates and Newfoundland......
Wity and Foreign,...o...........

Terus: PAVABLE IN ADVANCE,

wend old as well as new auddrers.

SUBBCRIBERS in Wertmount, Montreal
Anunex, Monwreal West, Verdun, Point 8t
“Charles, St. Heori, Maiconneuve, Bt
Cungponde, 8t. Louis du Mile End, will in
future have topay $1.50, owing to change
in P. 0. regulations. This takes effect with
subscriptions commencing January, 1905.
Bubscriptions dating before then wjll not Le
'affected until time of renewal

All Communivations should beaddressed
%o the TRUE WITNESS p. & P, CO, P O,
Box 1138,

‘Subscribers will please take
moticethat when their year is
due, and should they wish to
discontinue their paper, they
are requested to motify this
office, otherwise we willunder-
stand they wish to remew, in
which case they will be liable
or entire year,

MONTREAL, DECEMBER 28, 1905,
S —

1906.

Ntending on the threshold of & Hew
year, our feeling is not entirély joy-
ous; for as wa experience sorrow at
parting with an old friend, who has
shared our joys, helped us to  bear
our sorrows, and encouraged us to
surmount seemingly invincible
stacles, 80, too, do we hesitate at
the border line of the years and turm
to catch a parting glimpse of
1905 ere it disappears forever from

ob-

our view. New hopes are pointed
out, new joys are promised; but all
this cannot compensate for what we
‘possessed at the beginning of 1905.
« In the natural order of things, the
‘old is rapidly replaced by the new,
‘and no matter how tightly we clasp
our dearest one tv us, how we cher-
dsh fond hopes, all,
-away, the friend into the dark valley,
‘the hopes be dispelled by the bitter-
est disappointment. But we
look out and heyond the horizon to
which Hope is pointing, and we will
sea that . it will be only in the
strength of our might that we
going 0 accomplish what the future
has for us to do.

well as we can work; and with

all must pass

will

are

We can pray as
the
strong armor of prayer what foe can
atbtack our stronghold, what enemy
can steal upon us unawares. Thercin
alone will be found the secret of a
happy, peaceful year; therein alone
will we be able to dispel the dark-
mess which is sure to envelop us from
time to time, for the bright effulgent
rays coming down in amswer to our
" sarnest, supplication will illumine our
way, will serve as a beacon to guide
—jns nloné the path of righteousness
Qirect to the great white throne.
Good wishes and greetings are heard
on every hand, the season is aver-
flowing with chéer, and we heartily

those who have expressed pleasure
‘experienced in reading our columns,

W,MMforlblmsedyear.
s

ARCHBISHOP'S PASTORAL.

Elsewhere in this issue we repro-
ice the Archbishop’s mportest do-
ent. nelating to the crusade he is
- Yo undertake in order to com-

TroeWitnessghintng & Pablining Ce

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—When order-
tng change of address it is necessary to

Ste.

their wotk leaves no doubt.in ' our

mind that there will'be fruitful ' re-
sults, and we feel contident. that His
Grace will have much to console himy
for his people cannot turn a deaf car
to the paternal appeal he makes to
them to save themselves. Ha has
indeed fulfilled his duty; it remains
aloe for them to show how {hey can
generously respond.,

CATHOLICS IN GERMANY. *
Very detailed statistics havéh late-
1y been published upon phe religious
population of Germany. From these
we gather that there are only 600,-

000 Jews in the.whole German Em-
The Protestants number 385,-
231,404; «and the Catholics 20,327,-
913. By percentage the Catholic po-
36, and the Protestant
The highest percentage of

pire.

pulation is
62, Ca-
tholics is found, as might be expect-
ed, in Bavaria, where they number 70
per cent. In the kingdom of Prus-
sia our co-religionists number a Yittle
over twelve millions, or thirty-five
per cent., against nearly twenty-two
millions or sixty-three per cent. Pro-

stants. the

In Alsace-Lorraine
Protestant population forms only
ahout twenty-one per cemt. ¢
For the last thirty years—sincq the
establishment of the German Empire
—there has been very little change.
The figures, according to hundreds,
remain practically the same. So far
as any charge does show itself, thera
is a tendency inminorities to increase
and for majorities to decrease. This
seems true, for the three chief king-
doms of the Empire. In Prusséa the
Catholic minority has increased from
in 1867 to 35
whilst

33 per cent.
1900;
where they are in the majority,

per
in Bavari

Ca-
71 per
70 per cent. in

cent. in

tholics have decreased from
cent. in 1871 to
1900. This supposed law by no means
holds throughout Germany. In many
districts the opposite is verified by
the
figures marked in either one di_raction

experience—nor is change of
or the other.

But whilst these relative figures
show no marked change the statistics
prove that Catholic marriages are
much more fruitful than Protestant
marriages. The most prolific pro-
Catholic
provinces of the Rhine, Westphalia,
Posen and Silesia.

Vinces of Prussia are the

Protestant min-
isters at Berlin and Leipsic acknow-
Tedge and deplore the fact as well as
their inability to cope with the avil,
They further attribute the fruitful-
ness of Catholic marriages not to any
natural diﬂ(;rence but to the influence
exercised by the practice of the con-
fessional
So confirmed are the ministers
in this opinion that it is one of the
reasons they urge for a return to
auricular confession.

upon conscientious Cathow
lics,

Another question arises from these
statistics. is it that whilst
Catholic marriages are much more
fruitful than Protestant marriages
the figures remain nearly stationary?
There What is the
cause ? The first is mixed marriages
Experience in Germany is as dis-
heartening as in our own coun'tryy
About twelve per cent. of the mar-
riages in Germany 'a-re Jmixed mar-
riages for the years 1895-1900. Of
the. children of these marriages only
a minority are brought up Catholics,
Statistics show also that an enorm-
ous proportion of these marriages
took place before the Protestant mi-
nister. Thus docs apostacy begin.
The spouse weakened in faith by sa-
crilege is not strong ugh to insist

How

is a leakage.

Ihulséenplam Ourw of | yine.

Statistics which have from tim
time been published in 'bc.vo
borne testimony to widespread reli-
glous indifference. Of the mhultitudes
of nominal Christians a large pro-
portion stay away from Church. Ap-
parently the state of affairs in. ~the
United States is even worse. A Pro-
testant organization, kiowg as the
Church Federation, recently took a
religious census of New Yorky . City.
They found that of the total popular
tion one-third is Oatholic and that
more than half the Protestamts, or
over a million, fail, to atfend ehurch,
being indifferent /{a,ll dogmatic reli-
gion, even where/it is not positive-
ly rejected by thbm. Tt would seem
that recent works assailing the Bible
have had sad effects upon many of
these Protestants!  The Federation
reports that of the old  American
stock, especially, a great ' number
have fallen away from anything like
strict l"eligious faith. Every Protest-
ant communion is, it states, losing
its hereditary families. The younger
generations, being only distracted in+
stead of guided by the Protestant
rule of private judgment, have gra-
dually been lapsing ' into infidelity.
Nor does Protestantism afford amy
remedy, for what ome teacher lays
down is \rejeotad and demounced by
another.

The Weakness  of -Christianity.

To the Bditor of True Witmess :
Sir,—Preaching at the Anglican Ca~
thedral of this city recemtly, Rev.
Dr. Symonids is reponted| as seying :
‘“The weakmess of Christianity was
the direct resut of the failure of the
church to carry out and truly inter-
pret the teaching of Christiamity’s
founder.”

I fail to undersvand how the Rev.
Doctor can reconcile  this assertion
with the promise which Jesus Christ
made to His infant Ghurch on the
very eve of His passiop and death to
send her the Holy Ghost, the Spirit
of Truth, who would teach her® all
things, bring all things to ._her mind
whatsoever he had commanded, and
would abide with her forever. Ii the
Church has failed to understand the
teaching of Christianity’s founder,
then the Spirit of Truth was given
to her in vain, and Christ's word
has also failed. St. Paul declared
‘the Church to be without spot or
wrinkle, but the very pillar and
ground of truth. Yet Dr. Symonds
does not hesitate to accuse her with
failure to carry out the teachings of
Christ. She has, according to this
modern Anglican = churchman, failed
utterly in the'mission entrusted to
her, and the gates of hell, which her
Divine Founder declared would not
prevail against her, have indeed pre-
vailed and made her an unworthy
spouse of her holy Bridegroom. Con-
tinuing, Dr. Symonds says : ‘“‘In pre-
senting Christianity as a means to
avert foture punishment, it (the
Church) has fostered a spirit of seli-
ishness and deprived the gospel of
much of its power.”” Here again is
a grave ion brought i
the Spouse of Christ, who was, ac-
cording to St. Pau, without blem-
ish. What is this spigit of Selfisgh-
ness which the Church has fostered ?
s it to e comsidered selfishness

her part if in the words of her
vine Founder, she declares that all’
who reject her  teaching, who |

ly perish ? It so, her Divine F'

upon the faith of the children, And
so the canker-worm eats its way
into’ the' ther

cultivate his taste, and, above all,

great recompense, whatever they cost
{in time and labor—they give us  im-

result of a misconception of Christi-
‘anity itself. This  is a question
which is indeed filled with grave com-
sequences, and the Rev. Doctor has
here touched a vital cord indeed. In
beginning a study of this matter, he |
should have questiomed the right of |
Henry VIII, in beginning this very!
disunion  in England in the 16th |
cenlury. Yes, why did Henry, the|
founider of the Anglican Church, tear |
from the trunk of Christlan unity |
the bramch which had nestled within |
its shady and peaceful precincts, the !
children of the British I(xe. for so |
many centuries? Had\ not this
worldly king severed with the sword
of persecution the tie which bound |
the English people to the centre of |
Christendom, England might to-day |
be a power for good in bringing t.he’
truths of the gospel to the pagem,
instead of being a cause gf religious

confusion. Before the Doctor com-
Plained of religiousdisunity he should

have questiomed his own religious
body and asked why she was separ-
ated from tthe centre of the great

circle of Christianity by a'chasm of

such vast dimensions. Ha compla.l'ns.
of religious divisions and he does |
well, but is he not awdre that tbe|
very rule of faith Yo which he ad-|
heres so firmly, i. e., private lnter-l
pretation of Scripture, is the prime

cause of such divisions. There cen
be no federation of Protestamt sectsl
for the very foundatiem of Protest-
antism, grounded as it is on private
judgment, cries out against all reli-
gious authority, without which fede-
ration is impossible.

What remains, then, for the soul
which finds itself tossed about on

the great sea of unbelief and oon-i
stant strife, and has nowhere to lay
its head—for all seems' to it uncer- |
tainty here below 2 To such a one |
I would say take refuge, tired soul, |
in the Bark of Peter, where at lwst,'
you will firfd peace and solace, for in |
the Church Catholic, which is  the
pillar and ground of truth, fear amid
uncertainty are unknown. C.

THE MASTERS AND THE OTHER#

i you opserve the masters in any
of ithe arts, or in any of the profes-
sions, or in any business, you will
find that they work without hurry,
without  fret, with am egual regard
for all great things and small. They
know proportion, indeed, but they
know, too, how fine a balance existe
between success and failure, amd how
small a trifle may mar the issus -of
an undertaking, |

I often used to marvel at the md-|
lesa pains some people would 'baka;
over the small concerns of life, “the |
hamging of a picture, the trimming of
a or the number of buttons
on’'a €oas, but I have come to see
that success depends on trifies, and
that the right adjustment of the
smallest detail of living is guite ns}
important as the sequence of sylla-
bles in a memorable lyric, or the
proximity of colors in some splendid
painting, Moreover, the pleasure of
the average man in all he does may
be just as keen as the artist's de-
light in his work, Every one of us
may become am artist’in the conduct
of life, if he will turn his mind to it,

use patient care. 'And ‘we shall come | |
to know a satisfaction in 80 doing;
for all things dome well have ' this

perishable delight whi h cam  never

e Y, 8pring’ from hurried or slighted tasks. | j
aside tha Gospel of Christ, shall sure-| - N ety

[ Leather Goods

B

To:

, Silver, etc., ete,

FOR GIFT PURPOSES |
ropean and American Houses.

LEATHER C0ODS

Card Cases.

Bill Folds and Cases,

Coin Purses.

Letter Cases,

Bill and Pockéat Books.

Combination Pursg and OCard
Cases.

Cigar and Cigarette Cases.

Pass-Book Cases.

Society Note-Books,

Portsea Purses,

Tray Purses.

Note Books.

Golf Scorers.

Envelope Bags.

Chaftelaine Bags.

Wrist and Carriage Bags.

Shopping Bags.

Wristleta. :

Misses’ and-Children’s Bags.

Afternoon Calling Bags and
Purses, In all the latest styles amd
leathers. “
Bilk Opera- Bags, with ormamen-
fal bar frames, $1.75, $2, $2.25,
$2.50, $3 and $8.50.

High-class goods from leading Bu-

Statlonery 15;1‘;“
PAPETERIES FOR Gifrs,

Tapestry Box, containing ona quire
}!nm Paper, with envelopes, blue,
white and grey, 45c,

Holly BEmboseed Design, contai;
one guire white linen paper, wity
envelopes, 85c,

Mexican  Stitch, one quire noe,
with envélopes, groy, blue and
white, 50¢,

Floral Notes design. ome quire white
linen note, with envelopes, 60c,

Highland Linen, two quires, white
linen paper, with envelopes, $1.95.

Pompadour Chiffon, two quires white
and: blue linen paper,
lopes, $1.25.

Yule-Tide Linem, holly design, one
quire white paper with envelapes,
65c.

Papeteries, with holly deslgn cov-
ers, at 4Bc, 55¢, 60c, 85¢, 90c,

‘ $1.25 and $1.50.

PLAYING CARDS
Imperial Club, plaig or gllt ed,
large variety of backs; pare?)ﬁck',
25% per dozem, $2.50.
Congress Playing Cards,
large number of backs;
50c.

with enve-

gilt-edged,
per pack,

8ilk Jewel Pockets, lined ch |

60c and 75c.
Lace and Feather Fans, from 65¢ to
$25.

MILITARY BRUSHES

In Solid Lather Cases, $8.00.

In Black Seal Cases, $5,00.

In Pig SKin Cases, $10.00.

A large variety, prices ranging
from $8.00 to $10.00;

DRESSING CASES

Gent’s Black Leather Fitted Brush,
Comb, Mirror,, ete., $3.50.

Dittol Ladies’, containing Black
Ebony Brushes, etec.; nickel fit-

tings, $6.50.

Gent's Solid Leather Roll-Up Case,
best quality fittings; English
make, $10.00.

We havea large stock of these goods
from $2.50 to $25.00,

e

DESK PADS

Size 14 x 9 in.;  leather corners,
Size 17 x 12 in., assorfed colors,
$1.00.

$1.65.

Also 1 same size, with silver mount~
ed corners, $1.75.

Size 21 x 16 in., leather corners,
$1.65.

Ditto, with Silver Mounts, $3.00.
Also a large assortment in all sizes,
Prices ramging from 50¢ to $5.00.

BLOTTERS

Assorted colars, 85c,
Morocco Leather, assorted
$1.50.

Ditto Black Seal, $3.00.
Also in many varisties, up to $10.

MUSIC ROLLS

Solid Leather, in black and tan, 85¢
Ditto; in Pig Skin, $8.00.
Also RealSeal, black and tan, $4.50

-

. JEWEL CASES .
Size 7.x 44, Imitetion Morocco,
with nickel-plated handle and lock,
$1.50. A

Size 8 x 5%, nickel fittings,
sorted m 8, ‘mo-

Size 8 x 5§, Green Seal, contain-
. ing two compartments and drew-
er, best quality fittings, $7.50, '

colors,

as-

COMMERGIAL TRAVELLERS'|:
Also

Goodhall’s  Sultans ang Mikedos
gilt odged, per pack, 50c.

De La Rue’s Pneumatic Cards, easy
shufiling, plain edges; per pack,
85c¢.

Souvenir Pack, Ocean to Ocean, gilt,
edged, 52 views of the Dominion;
per pack, 75c.

Souvenir Pack, Atlantic Ocean to
Great Lakes, 52 views; per pack,
50c:

Souvenir Pack, Montreal and Que-
bec, 52 views, per pack, 65¢c.

Congress Initial Series, per pack,
50c.

POCKET DIARIES, -

For 19086.
In -cloth and leather bindings; va-

riety of sizes; prices 10c to $1.50,

FOUNTAIN PENS

We carry thq, full line of L. E. Wa-
terman & Co.’s IDEAL PENS
and A, A, Waterman & Co.’s
MODERN  PENS; prices range
from $2 to $10, Fine, medium,
broad: and stub points; gold and
silver mounted barrels.

FITTED CAME SETS
Containing packs playing cards,
Scorers and rules,

Bridge Whist, cloth covered case,
small, $1.85; do large, $1.50; lea-

" ther, amall, $1.50; do., large,
$2.60; do., $3.50, B4, $5, $6,
$7.50, $8.50 and $10.

Whits, cloth covered case, $1.25:
leatther, $2; do., $3; do., $4; do.
$5.50; do., $b. :

POKER SETS—Contain 100 chips,
two packs cards and books rules;
leatherette covered case, $2.00;
leather, $5.50.

BEZIQUE—Cloth covered case, $1.75
leather, $3.50.

CRIBBAGE—Leather covered case,
$3.00, $4.25 and $5.00.

CRIBBAGE BOARDS — 25c, 60c,
76¢c, $1.25 and $3.25.

CRIBBAGE BOXES—25¢, 50c, $1.25

and $2.50,

Scoring Pads and Scorers for

Card Games.

TOURISTS’ SUPPLIES
i‘““"ﬁu Morocco, nickel lock, as-

sorted colors, $1.50.
Ditto, in better quality, lined Mo-

all

ren. His violin charn
od with the sacred
tide.

1 have often wishes
Xmas, privately and |
glad I am to do the' se

* more. Nothing on ea:
me greater pleasure.
day to be happy—nay,
days to all my curates
egted im the education
to all responsible for |
their mutual affection,
young and old, ri?h.am
in health or sickmess,
or adversity, to everyb
this immense gathering
of the sincerest charax
can eompare in sincerit
fection of a parent. I
yent is the priest. Thi
be without & shadow o
may not be whet it t
soveral respects, and i
ways be what it will
mow. This sadness she
carried to excess. Re
ing that this day is the
our Divide Lord. Hi
thanked for coming in
to be our Redeemer ank
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ST. ANN'S P2
A most successful 1
dour weeks was closed
eve at St. Ann's Chure
ers were the Rev. Faithe
Coghlan and Mulligan, !
belonging to Saratoga.
tendance at both mo
and at the evening se
‘the esteem in which the
-aries were held, and th
the different audiences
word of God and 1t
practice; this was sho
‘number of confessions
the four weeks, about,
On Sunday aftérnoon
Borgmann Dblessed all ¢
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‘to the Redemptorists
vices, so that even they
-the benefits of the pass
At three o’clock the y
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'singing hymns i proce
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benediction, followed %
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s —————
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‘@emerous tending,
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