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may be ditheult, but 1t cannot he evaded Seeing
his cfforts handicapped by the public-school sys-
tem, and hampered by oo burdensome  and il
adiusted svstem of protection, there s hound to
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Vital Tmportance dpoall it bhearines, itomust be
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every darm home i Canada

The School Problem in the States.

In the [mited States, a

simtlar to that exi=ting n Canada e
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UL before Congress, which provides 1o the  aj
propriation annuaally or SEHOOO 000 per g tor
mmstraction ino acericulture and home ceononnes
district agricultimal schools of  seconcary erade
The ill calls, aleo, Tor STOOOL OO0 e vean Lo
the mcntenance of Tocal experinent  stations to
b adimnmstered as part of the State exprriment

Qtiatios now existing, not less than one Tor o h

tfrecn coonties nor o tote that one Tor e oo
Ties g Iraction o couplies Another dppragag
tion 0~ 000 000 s s boed fon tor b e b
Thgh o~ . forr thes oot tenatee o) dne Lraction
sy 1 e s b nduesdtrnes s aed e evdtare e o
1) oo vty e Lhose oo
1ontt o Lo SR not ber oo it e il Ll
T & FAE ] e Fa it 1 Vo Vot =1 oo o
§ S i | TR TR DS th Sl AR 8 N adl (]l S fpei s
Pl o BP0 b VB G B E p A D Lo g | 1
3 j i iog i bt pridustrial ot Win
v v [ Fie armtmeunmnets g ot e wa B
i ! IR E R O] | P T o oo ! e
e e pause 1 i \ The g
i F e B et ] T |
Sl e v 1 ; !
Chool I
I T |

THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE

Forward Agricultural Policy
Needed.

From time to time, lately, rumblings have been
heard of discontent with the progress of Canadian,
and more especially Ontario, agriculture. Think-
ers hase realized that, despite our hoasted  ad-
vancement in this, that or the other line, produc
tion has heen increasing slowly, or actually falling
back. Westward migration has drawn away mar
Ullers of the soil, others have gone to the
remained have

of v
cittes, and many  of  those  who
chown o disheartening indifference about utilizing
the expanding opportunities which unprecedented
prices, comnbined with favorable climate and fer-
tile 0il. hold out to the enterprising hushandman.
. C. James, the alert and far-sighted Deputy
Minister of  Aericulture  for  Ontario,  has been
sounding this note in his addresses, and pointing
out the urcent necd, from a Provincial and  na-
tional standpoint, of developing our hasic indus-
try by ciery effective means available. but puhlic
opinion has been slow to grasp the situation. Now
comes a thunderbolt from one of  our leading
business men. . W, Flavelle, of Toronto, whose
open letter to the Provineial Minister of Agricul-
ture, published in full in last week's issue. should
set some gray matter working.

Mr. Flavelle 1s no political agitator or dema
cogue Indeed, his well-hnown pohitical leanings
effectuaily d spose of any suspicion of attempt to
mahke party camtal 1t is no matter of pohities
at all True, he has an interest, though a very
proper one, in ocertam lines of farm production.
But he 18 a broad gauge husiness man, who per-
ceives the importance of the acricultural industry
has beon alarmed at the recent dritt o things,
and desires to make a contribution which may be
of service in calling attention to the rreatest
single asset we have in Ontario, namely, the pos
sibility  of improved returns from the farms of the
P'roviace. That is an admirable motive,  and
let us state right here that, in the discussion, i
any, that follows his communication. we shall re
fuse to print any letter imputing ignoble motives
or any letter that s not evidently inspired by a
sincere desite to o ocontribute constructively to the
discussion of the question
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Brieflv, his contention as that the encouraging
progress n acricultural production, shown 1 ot
ficial returns 1or the last ten, as compared  with
the previous seventeen vears, seems to have  heen
arrested daring the Tatter half of the past decade,
this beine andicated in pro rata vields, s well ol
moacreace While the hayv acreace has ancreased,
tnere has been o cencral reduction in most lons
of production which demand Tabor and intellicent,
discrimmimating eflort Fxtensive tarmimg 1S bying
adonted, and many Tarmers, oostead of anvesnine
therr savines i their own Taroes, are patting thepg
i the bark at three per o cont o oanterest, for ento
varnine  handsornms
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Inereased cost ol production on the farm owing 1o
cnhanced cost oof living, implements and
to have its effect, and has had.

artibenadly
wapes, s bound
A\ eradual buat rodical reduction in protective tag
ins would do much to amproye the farmer's eco
nome position, without imposing any burden o
the otier classes,

Ratiier, perhaps. 1o o desire for brevity o and
clearness, than to o lack ol understanding, mus
we attribate fadure to specily certain of - the
causes that retard rural enterprise. nemely,  the
isolation of country hife. and the fact that aper.
culture 1s managed by the rank and file or thos:
engraged ot in o contrast to manufacturing, which
i« directed by oa few of the brightest minds, vith
hundreds of others working under them. Por the
and other reasons we may probably never expect
the saine averave of enterprise and economy  in
acriculture that we do i manuracturing:  and thee

is said in full recognition of the thrift —ofttimes

penurious  thrift—manifested  n personal  habits
and purchases, Investment is often the  truest
CeOnomy., The above allowances it is oniv o just
to make
* » »
Mre. Filavelle would also seem to have  over-

looked the fact that the condition of underprodin
tion and high prices o< by no means confined 1o
Ontario. bhut is as wide as  the civilized world.
Here, of course. conmes in the effect of  expanded
gold coinage in cheapenine  dollars and inverseh
mcreasine the nominal value of things purchased
with dollars. Rapid inerease in consumption  of
choice lood products, <uch as meats, has ulko
had o marked effect Indeed, in Canada, as wdal
as clvewvhere, the rise i prices has been more par-
ticularly due to largely-increased demand, rather
than decreased production However, whatever
the causes, these hich prices spell Opportunity m
large letters to the Canadian farmer, and soime-
thing i< surely ashew that we are not responding

more promptlv and encrgetically thereto

* * t 4

The hivnote of the <olution, <o Tar as solution
1= possibls to the Department of Agriculture, s
<truck an the demand for widespread local demon-
stration Rescarch work in acriculture has heen
Yoo means exhausted  only the fringe has been
touched n fact; but we know cnouch to do far
What 1s needed 1s more

demonstiation both locally and at our public ex

better than we are doing

periment  stations, Some departinents  of theve

are dome cood work  others are taking ot casy,

and Toitimg the old <hip drernt This as true, In
the wa oo an both Pederal and Prosvindial institn
Tlone Fapernnental and demon=<tration work on

forcien <stations st e dophicated in Canada
OLd experiments mast b repeated o the light ol
Clhiameed conditions ['he coonomy ol pproned

sends better stock, close sedection of stock, ore
coonomtcal feedine . the value ol mmanuare, the value
ol extric labor apphied tao nelds ond orchards, cone-
paticon ol rotation and  cualtural anethods these
and oo hundred othier thines we st heep expert
tentbine  away upon, and demonstratinge with the
rbesi=ihlce locie ol resolye Somee escellent swaork
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