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Some Garden Seeds.

Aim.—To intcrest the pupils in the
sizes, shapes, and colors of the seeds
of some common garden plants, and the
uses of seeds to the plant and to people.

Materials.—Seeds of the parsnip, carrot,
bean, pea, nasturtium or other garden
plants.

Method.—1. - Give a specimen of each
kind of seed to each pupil. What
part of the plant are these objects?
What part of the plant produces them?
How many circles has a flower? In which
circles are seeds borne? How can we
tell by the appearance of the flower
when the seeds are ripe? How do seeds
differ in shape, size, and color, and of
what use are they?

2. Notice the different shapes. De-
scribe the shape of each kind. Is there
one very flat and thin? What is the name
of it? What color is a parsnip seed?
How big is it? Is it smooth or rough?
Blow on it? How could it be carried
easily? Smell the parsnip seed and then
taste it. Has it any smell or taste?
Look for the ‘“meat” in it. Find a
round, smooth seed. What color is it?
What plant produces it? How big is it?
Taste it. Does it taste good? What
use is made of peasat home? Find another
smooth seed. How does it differ in
shape from the pea? What is its name?
Has it any odor? What use is made of
beans at home? Do you like cooked
beans? Find a round, rough seed, and
find another rough seed, which is small
and narrow? How can you tell them
apart? Smell each. Taste each. Which
is a beet and which is a carrot seed?
Are these seeds ever used for food?
Look for a seed shaped like a beet seed
but lighter in color? What is its name.
Discuss the uses of seeds in the garden
and in the house.

3. Compare the different seeds as to
size, color, roughness, smell, taste and
shape. Which sceds are smooth? Tough?
Thin?  Round? Which one has the
strongest odor?

4. What part of the plant produces
seeds? Of what use are they? Why do we
plant seeds in the garden?” How can we
tell the different kinds of seeds apart?

5. Mix the different kinds of seeds
and pick out each kind when named.
Mix several of each.kind with severa]
of another kind and then sort the different
kinds. At home plant some seeds in
the garden, or in boxes or pots, water
them, and watch for the appearance of
little plants.

6. Count the number of seeds of each
kind. Try to count all the seeds on the
desk. Draw each seed.

We have learned that a plant is made
up of different parts such as—the root,
stem, leaves, and flowers; and that a
flower has many parts, some of which
are brightly-colored and sweetly-per-
fumed, and others small and not very
pretty. It is the small inner part of a
flower, however, that makes the seeds.
That yellow dust called pollen must be
in every flower before secds can be pro-
duced. Becs and other insects help to
carry the pollen from one flower to
another. At the bottom of the flower,
usually in a pod or vessel of some sort,
the sceds grow and become ripe. When
the flower has Jlost ijts beauty and
color, and the parts have fallen off,
we know that the ceeds are nearly
ripe. By making and scattering many
seeds the mother-plant hopes to have
many children when the S grow.
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