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A Part of the Fine Stables at “Al

Farm,” B

How We Handle the Potato Crop

Cultu: | Methods That Have Resulted in Profitable Yields—By Tom Alfalfa

NE hundred bushels to the acre is the normal

O Dotato crop in the normal season. This is

the average of all crops, good and bad.

Contrast the average with the Dossible, As high

as 1,000 bushels has beon dug off a single acre;

600 bushels from an acre is achieved frequently

dvery season, and ¥00 bushels to the acre is the

regular thing with ‘some growers, if the season
is at all favorable. When we first started to grow
botatoes on our farm, we occasionally had poor
crops. We learned by experience. We paid for
that experience, and now we are in a position
where we can Insure ourselves a good crop in
almost any semson. Last season was the most
dificult one in many years, The spring was wet
and cold, and was succeaded immediately by wea-
ther that was very hot and dry; two extremes
,And neither one favorable to the potato crop.

Naturally our crop was below normal, but by fol-
lowing the methods thht I shail endeavor to out-
line, we had much the best crop in a neighbor-
hood where potatoes are commonly grown,

Whenever possible we follow our potatoes after
clover. Never would we grow botatoes on the
same land for several years in succession, Po-
tatoes demand @ rotation of crops. No crop is
more subifect to disease and ‘these diseases, such
as blight and scab, live over in the soil, and it
the potato crop is coniinued on the same land,
become more prevalent with every passing year,
We plow the clover sod in the fall, and then sur.
face work the land as much as time bermits. The
more the land is worked in the fall the better,
During the fall and winter we spread 12 to 15
loads of tarnyard manure per acre. Then we
plow again in the spring.

We emphasize the spring plowing. It should
never be omitted. And agaln we work the land
very thoroughly,

Two Methods of Seeding,

There are two systems of seeding. Both are
800d. Under the first system the potato spuds
are dropped every 15 to 18 inches in every third
furrow during the spring plowing.  When the
planting is done in this way we would advise disk-
ing the soll before plowing. There is then loose
soil on top of the furrows which when turned
ovel, will settle in arotind the potato set and give
more congenial growing conditions. Then the
land in thoroughly worked on top with the disk
and drag harrow.

working of the surface to a depth of three or four
inches with the riding cultivator, disk and drag
harrows. We never &et'in a hurry with this work,
The soll is barrowed and rebarrowed until it is
nlnlfommmrmmvlol-uola.nnunm
out furrows with the plow about four inches

in the drill. Each seed plece as it is dropped is
pressed down intd the sofl with the toe. Then
we harrow crosswise of the drills once, covering
the seed sets to a dep’h of two inches. One har-
*owing does not level the fleld. There will be a
considerable mound bet-veen each row of Ppotatoes.
The Seed covered shallow in this way, however,
gets a maximum amount of warmth, In case of
rain the soil dries out more quickly and the
botato makes a vigorous start. In a few days we
harrow again, this time going lengthwise of the
drill. This to avold covering the sets too deeply.
When the potatoes are just about through the
ground we harrow crosswise again and repeat
the harrowing at frequeat intervals until the po-
tatoes are four or five inches high. Then we
Slart the scuffler going between the rows and
seuffle every week or 10 days through the growing
Season, ridging very slightly as the season ad-
vances until the plants cover the ground com-
pletely,
Importance of Continual H-ruwlnq\

It will be noticed that the drag harrow plays
A very important part in our potato culture We
consider it the best implement on the farm to con-
serve moisture and kill weeds. If the soil gets a
chance to harden around the hills, and it will &l
most inevitably do this if a crust s allowed to
form on the surface, the potatoes cannot grow and
develop properly. This is especially true on
heavy soll. Where the field is harrowed fre.
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quently during the early stages of growth, there
Is little danger of such A crust forming, as the
ground between the hillg will be well shaded by
the vines, shortly after the scuffler is stopped.
Last year, for instance, one of our neighbors
planted his field with a potato planter and faith-
fully scuMed it all season. He had a nice muich
between the rows, but along the drill between the
potato plants a hard crust formed, the soil baked
solid, and when I was on the field just before
digging the potatoes had actually cracked the sofl

in their efforts to &row, but naturally the crop did

hot amount to much, A harrowing or two earlier

In the season could have avoided this, As a result

of our harrowing, too, we have very little to do

Wwith the hoe to keep the weeds down, though we

usually go through the :rop twice during the sea~

son. It takes only one good healthy pig weed-or
lambs’ quarter in close proximity to a hill of
Potatoes 1o reduce the product by one-half,

Will Use Small Seed.

I suppose we are Approaching this subject back-
ward when we mention the seed last of all. For
our last season's crop, we used our best selected
seed. Prices this last winter have been so good
that we have yielded to temptation and sold
almost all of our good marketable botatoes. We
Will use the small potatoes for seed as probably
thousands of other farmers will also do. These
small potatoes have the same inherent power as
the large potatoes from the same hills, and we
expect practically, if not altogether, as good a
€rop as we would get from select specimens, We
would not care to follow up this practice of plant-
Ing srall potatoes, however, Next year we will
again select the best potatoes from the best hillg
for seed. We expect good results from our seed
this year, too, from the fact that our vines were
nice and green last season right up to the time
that they were cut down by frost The potatoes,
therefore, are not so mature and dead ripe as is
often the case, and they will make better seed
on that account. The smallest of the seed will be
planted whole.

Blight has not been common In our section, and
we do not spray for it. We do, however, keep a
sharp lookout for bugs and 8pray just as soon as
We see the first evidences of their appearance, As
& bug preventative we have gotten better results
from a poison in powder form, put up by a local
miller than we have heen getting from Parig
green. | Also two applications is sufficient,




