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rsr=rri2'jr.-si“ year, for instance, one of our nrlghboiu 
Ml"'611 m‘ ,leld W‘,h * P°tEt0 P**nter and faith- 
betwe^nTh “ *“ ‘r“m Hl h,d a n"'e mulch 
™ Û , ! ro’"• ‘ *‘"°8 *he drl“ Ute
potato planta a hard cruet formed, the
eolld and when 1 waa on the Held Juet before
In'thZ SL”!1" h,d *ct“*11* cra,1"d ">• »«" 
lot , 10 Lut naturally the crop did
not amount to much. A bsrrowlng or two earlier 
In the season could have avoided this Ae a reaiilt

t0”' ,e h*,E v”7 little to do 
with the hoe to keep the weeds down, though we

“I1 :nv lwlce durln8 «"
It takee only one good healthy pig weed or 

lambe Quarter In close proximity to a hill of 
potatoes to reduce the product by onehalf.

Will Uae Small Seed.

i
■oil baked

A Part of the Fine Stablee at “Allancroft Farm," Beacontficld, near Montreal.

How We Handle the Potato Crop
Culm I Melted. Thil Have Reauhed in Potable Yietd.-flp Tm

^XNE hundred buehels to the
potato crop in the normal season. This le 
the average of all

acre la the normal In the drill. Each seed piece aa it la dropped la 
pressed down Into the soil with the toe. Then 
we harrow crosswise of the drills once, covering 
the seed sets to a dep'h ,t two inches. One her- 
wring does not level the Held. There will be a 
considerable mound be# veen each row of potatoes 
The Seed covered shallow in this way. however, 
geta a maximum amount of warmth. In case of 
rain the soil dries out more quickly and the 
potato makes a vigorous start. In a few days we 
harrow again, this time going lengthwise 
drill. This to avoid covering the sets too deeply] 
When the potatoes are just about through the 
ground we harrow crosswise again 
the harrowing at frequent Intervals until 
tatoes are four

l suppose we »re gpprogching ihie cubjcct back-

seed. Prices this last winter have been so good 
Ihil we hive yielded lo temptation end «old 
•Imoet all el our good morketeble potatoes We 
will use ,he small potato., lev seeT., “rohahS 
thousands of other formers will «1,0 do. These 
small potatoes hove the eeme Inherent power an 
the large potatoes from the aame hills, end we 
expect practically. If altogether, 
crop as we would get from select specimene We 
would not care to follow 
ing snail potatoes, however.

- _ cr°pe, good and bad.
contrast the average with the poaslble. Aa high 
aa 1^000 buehels has been dug off a single acre; 
600 bushe,s from acre is achieved frequently 
fvery season, and m buehels to the acre ie the 
regular thing with some growers, if the season 
la at all favorable. When we first started to grow 
potatoes on our farm, we occasionally had poor 
crops. We learned by experience. We paid for 
that experience, and now we are In a position 
where we can Insure ourselves a good crop In 
timet m,, scsson. Ust ...son ... Ih„ 
dimcult on. In many y set. The spring ... wet 
and cold, and was succeeded immediately by wea-

***? ,M hM “d "t; two extreme, 
.and neither one favorable to the 
Naturall

up this practice of plant- 
Next year we will 

again select the best potatoes from the best hills 
for seed. Wc expect good results from our seed 
tbla year, too, from the fact that our vines were 

*nd ,re,n u« ecu von right up to the time 
that they were cut down by frost. The potatoes 
therefore, are pot so mature and dead ripe aa Is 
often the case, and they will make better seed 
on that account. The smallest of the seed will be 
planted whole.

and repeat 
the po­

or five inches high. Then we 
atari the scuffler going between the rows and 
ucume .very week or 10 dny. through the growing 

ridging very slightly „ the season ,d-

pl««" U°l“ “* *’*"* eround com'
potato crop.

y our crop was below normal, but by fol­
lowing the methods thht I shall endeavor to out- 
line, we had much the beet crop in a neighbor­
hood where potatoes r

Whenever possible we follow our potatoes after 
clover. Never would we grow potatoes on the 
same land for several years In succession. Po- 
tatoes demand a rotation of

are commonly grown.
Importance of Continual Harrowing 

It will he noticed that th. drag harrow plsy, 
a very Important part In our potato culture. We 
consider It the beet Implement on the farm to con­
serve moisture and hill woods. I, the soil got, , 
chance to harden around the hills, and It will hi. 
most Inevitably do this if 
form on

Blight has not been common In our section, and 
wn do not spray for It. We do. however, keep , 
Bherp lookout for bugs and spiny just a» soon an 
we see the «rat evidence, of their appearance As 
* b“* prey#ntallve go,,e„ g,,,,,
from a poison to powder torn, put up b, . load 
miller than we have been getting from Parle 
green. Also two applications Is sufficient.

crop». No crop ie 
more subject to disease and these diseases, such 
as blight and scab, live over In the soil, and If 
the potato crop la continued 
become more prevelent with every peealng year 
We plow the clover end in the fall, and then son 
face work the land ns much an time permits The 
more the land Ie worked In the fell the better. 
During the fall and winter 
loads of tarnyard manure 
plow again In the spring.

We emphasise the spring plowing. It should 
never be omitted. And again we work the land 
very thoroughly.

. » crust is allowed to
the surface, the potatoes cannot grow and 

develop properly. This is especially true on 
heavy soil. Where the field Is harrowed fro-

on the same land.

we spread 12 to 15 
per acre. Then we

Twe Methods of Seeding.
There are two systems of seeding. Both are 

good. Under the first system the potato spuda 
are dropped every 16 to 18 inches In every third 
furrow during the spring plowing. When the 
Planting is done In this way we would advise disk­
ing the soil before plowing. There Is 
soil on top of the furrows which 
over, will settle In around the potato 
more congenial growing conditions, 
land is thoroughly worked 
and drag harrow.

The second system, and the one tint wo 
foltow. die for plowing Urn god then » th0,„„„6 
working of the surface to » depth of throe or four 
Inche. with the riding cultivator, disk and drag
-T”! ,l !" ta * hurr »"h thl. work. 
•Hie «Il i, harrowed and reborrowed until It |. 
of uniform filch over the whole Held. Then we turn 
ont furrows with the plnw ahem four Inches deeo
l~r L. to™'." Mod hr*"d mixed fertll-

then spread by hand along the drill at the 
de of 600 to SOU I he. th. sere, end the—dmdroppml „„ top „ .g, “* “*d “

*then loose 
when turned 
eel and give 

Then the 
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