1002

(10)

FARM AND DAIRY

AND RURAL HOME
PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY

<@

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, $100 & year. Great
Britain, §1.30 & year. all countries, except Oanada
and Great Britain, add 80 for >
ADVERTISING RATES, 13 cente & line flat, $1.60 an

an {nsertion. One page 48 inches, one column 12
inohes. Copy received up to Baturday preceding the
following week’s issue.

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES
KW BPEOIAL AGENOY
Oh Olw-l’o*l-'- as Building.
New York Offoo—Tribune Building.
CIRCULATION STATEMENT

w0 Farm
18,000 actual circulation of each
copies of the paper sent subscribers who wre but
slightly in arrears. and sample copies, varies from
to 19,00 copies. No subscripuions are acoepted
at_less than the full subscription
8worn _detailed statements of ciroulation of

fiE.
il
ju
|

|
?

i

. FARM AND DAIRY

just where they shall market their crop and
where they shall not? Such a course is not
democratic, to say the least,

Profitable Cooperation

HE farmer is an independent man, Certain-

ly! But we shouldn’t be so proud of our
independence that our individualism keeps us
from working in cooperation with our neighbors.
Such individualism is short-sighted. It robs
both our neighbors and ourselves of profits that
might easily be ours through business coopera-
tion.

Cooperation as a business system for farmers
is fundamentally correct, It is a rule of all
business that goods are more easily sold where
large quantities are available and the choice wide,
than where the supply is small and uncertain.
Apply this to agriculture. One farmer in the
neighborhood might have good pure-bred animals
for sale, but his output would necessarily be
limited and the buyers range of choice small.
Few buyers would go out of their way to inspect
his stock. Suppose, however, that there were
ten farmers in the immediate neighborhood with
the same breed of cattle, horses or sheep. There
would then be ten times as many herds to choose
from, ten times as many animals to sell, and
buvers would find it profitable to travel long
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Free Wheat

H()N. Robert Rogers has declared his sym-
pathy for the cause of free wheat. He has
gone further, He has stated that the Government
is sympathetically considering the question. [If
the prospect of opening the United States market
to our wheat is as good as the Minister of Public
Works would lead us to believe, we would almost
expect free wheat before this issue of Farm and
Dairy reaches our readers. But we have our
doubts. The influence of the milling and trans-
portation interests is still strong in the land and
their entrenchments at Ottawa seem almost im-
pregnable.

We can readily understand just why these two
powerful groups of interests should oppose free
wheat. The true reason of their opposition, and
the last one that they would admit, is that just
in proportion as a tariff on wheat means less
money to the farmer, it means more money to
them. Just why anyone else should oppose the
lowering of our wheat tariff and thus automati-
cally open the United States market, we do not

to reach that , a8 they would
come with the certainty of finding something to
meet their needs,

Goe habit of thought would dictate that each
farmer select the breed he likes. Even if such a
plan would result in ten different breeds in one
neighborhood. This is individualism. Another
habit of thought would lead farmers to adopt the
breed most common or best suited to their com-
munity, This is cooperation. Likewise it is
good business, It has made the Chateauguay
district of Quebe¢ famous for its Ayrshires, On-
tario county for its Clydesdales, and Oxford
county for its Holsteins, It will work for the
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ownership of farms of their own, is not cheap
money, but a system of taxation that will make
it impossible to hold good agricultural land out
of use, or in partial use only, in anticipation of
a rise in price. Such an end can be attained
only by the taxation of land values as recom-
mended by the organized farmers of Canada.

Drag the Roads

HE most tiresome, nerve-racking, bone-shak-

ing road over which one can drive is the road
that has been allowed to freeze in the rough.
The ruts and the hubbles, as solid as rock, make
poor footing for the horse, and are hard on the
rigs. The worst point about the frozen earth
road is that its roughness could have been so
easily avoided had proper precautions been taken
before the road froze up.

Last fall in a Western Ontario county, an edi-
tor of Farm and Dairy, after jolting over several
miles of frozen hubbles, had the pleasure of com-
pleting the drive on one-half mile of compara-
tively smooth hard road. Both sections of the
road were built of the same materials at the same
time.  The first portion, however, had been
neglected. The second had been dragged re-
gularly until frozen hard." Hence its comparative
smoothness, There is no more important time
to drag the roads than in the fall.

An Educational Danger

N these days when leading Canadian educa-
tionists are so strongly advocating instruc-
tion in agriculture in all rural schools, the follow-
ing Bna.raph from The Nebraska Farmer, comes
as a timely warning of a very real danger. Our

COLtempOTary Says: P
“That farmers may be fitted to take their pro-
per place in the government is one reason why the
rural schools should continue to give instruction
in the rudiments of a broad educatior. rather than
to be turned into corn and hog schools. Farmers
must not permit fad-chasing educators and
school by introducing too muchs vocational
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New Zealand's Cheap Money

“ NEW anllm:, the country where poverty is
K 3 Lo

culture by extending credits to farmers.
The government in 18 years has loaned $65,000,-
000, and has cleared $1,600,000. It borrows the
money at 3% per cent and lends it through an
independent commission to the farmers at 4%
per cent. By simply repaying a sum equal to
six per cent of the principal the farmer, after 81
years, finds his land cleared and the entire debt
paid off.”

The foregoing, from a city daily, is the pre-
lude to a lengthy argument in favor of cheap
Government loans to farmers in Canada. While
Farm and Dairy agrees that our banking system
might well be changed so as to afford greater
credit facilities to Canadian farmers, we doubt
if cheap money for the purchase of farm land,
such as farmers have in New Zealand, would be
of any benefit. Cheap loans for the

profess to understand. We have no
ideas of the greatly enhanced prices that would
he realized for Canadian wheat on “the United
States market. The chances are that were wheat
made free, the United States markets would come
down somewhat and the Canadian markets would
go up to meet their quotations. Also we are
perfectly confident of this—that it would create
a steadier and more stable market and one less
easily ipulated by wheat || It
would also afford Western farmers a more profit-
able market for their inferior grain.

The biggest reason for free wheat, however, is
that the people of the West, in city and country
alike and almost to a man, want it. And what
right has any group of interests or any class
of the community to dictate to the prairie farmers

purchase of land repayable on exactly the same
basis as is followed in New Zealand, have already
been experimented with in Denmark, Germany,
Belgium, and several other European countries,
and always with the same result—an increase in
the selling price of land.

We have mentioned before in these coll

training, to destroy the usefulness of the rural
schools in trairing for citizenship.”

This warning applies not only to agricultural
instruction, but to all phases of industrial edu-
cation in public schools. Industrial education
may easily be ¢arried so far that it will endanger
the value of our schools as developers of broad
minded, intelligent citizens ard in their place
produce efficient, industrial slaves but little more
Germany is an example of a country that has
made industrial efficier.cy the root and branch of
her educational system and many there are who
would gladly Prussianize our Canadian schools.

Let us not forget that the first object of educa-
tion is to train our children to think. Up to s
certain point, elementary instruction in agricul-
ture or industrial science, will help to attair. this
object. Carried too far, it will tend to dull the
intellect. Tt is to the interests of the farmers
and king men of Canada to see that indus-
t stion is never allowed to become any-

4 than a very secandary subject on the
¢ of our schools.

As a result of the war, we are told, the financial
centre of the world will be moved from Furope
to America. Tt would seem also that the world's
stock breeding centre may also he found after the
war cn this side of the Atlantic us does

the effect of cheap loans on the price of Danish
land.  Where it was found that when the rate
of interest on mortgages was reduced by Gov-
ermment loans from six per cent. to three per
cent,, the price of land doubled, The Fesult has
already been the same in New Zealand. And of
whiit greater advantage is six per cent. money
and $100 land, than three per cent. money an
8200 land? What is needed to assist men to the
\

ism punish its d

Canadian farmers would have no objection to
accepting low prices for their products if they
believed their loss would be gnin to the strug-
gling people of Europe. What worries us is that
a Inrge part of the difference in prices of crops
hetween this fall and last, goes to swell the for-
tunes of the shipping combine and not ‘o make
cheaper food for the masses of Europe.
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