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‘1 A Reply to Alfalfa Critics
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the soil was very rich it was hard to detect any
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as a general rule the inoculated plot was much
the to get alfalfa
iroculated from the Bacteriological Department
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where I secured mine, and it is a

precaution well worth while. Some of my neigh
bors simply haul soil from an old alfalfa field
and spread it in the new one. This practice is
O. K., but is more laborious and expensive than
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Variegated and
advocated for

Canadian Grimm alfalfa, are
in Canada, 1
believe that the larger proportion of the seed
n of the Peruvian and
I myself purchase seed
directly from South-western Ontario, getting the
Canadian Variegated variety, and have had no
trouble with getting a good stand and keeping
it. I have been told that there is very little good
alfal d for sale this vear, the most of that
offcring being imported. If there are many fail-
with alfalfa this year we will be safe in
nine cases out of 10 in attributing them to bad
seed. Hence my first reply to alfalfa critics is:
Do not go to the grocery store and buy the first
seed that is offered you, then call down the crop
becalise you get poor results,

the only ones use
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Two conditions of soil that I have found to
e detrimental to alfalfa are wetness and sour-
Alfalfa will not grow where it has wet
I have seen splendid crops growing on
the heaviest clay, and in what appeared to be
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that we are willing to spend good time and
Re-
cently when delving through a neglected pigeon-
hole in his desk editor of Farm and Dairy

came across an extract from an address deliver-

woney in clearing away superfluous fences.

an

ed by Mr. J. H. Grisdale -at Campbellford a
couple of years ago that sums up the large
versus small fields so nicely that we were imme-

diately tempted to publish it, old as it is. Here
is Mr. Grisdale's view of the situation:

“If a man has decided upon the crops to grow
and the rotation to follow the next thing is how
to do the work. If he follows a short rotation
he will in a short time become impressed with
the importance of having his farm either divid-
ed into large fields or grouped with all the fields
that are in one group in one part of his farm and
the fields in another group in w.other part of the
farm

“I notice that your farms here (Campbellford
and vicinity) are rather badly cut up by dale,
hill, waterways, and roadways, and I was serry

that were two, three, five or six acres, and some
of these fields divided lengthwise by a huge
ditch on each side of which were weeds or grass.
There is no necessity for these ditches. If you
have to have an open ditch let me Kive you a
pointer on how to get rid of the diich and have
it at the same time.

“For 10 years I wrestled with that question on
a certain field we had. I closed up the ditch and
opened it and closed it up again, and tried un-
der-draining ; but I found we had to have a ditch
to take the surface water away because it would
lie there so long in the spring after a rain.
This is what [ did. That ditch was in a field of
40 acres; and it is not convenient to jump a
three-foot ditch with the seeder. We dug that
ditch to the depth necessary and then we started
and each vear for three or four years when the
crops were suitable we hollowed away the ditch
so that starting at the ditch we crowded it back
about 50 feet till it made no appreciable differ-

(Concluded on page 7)



