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Cuttings,

Tue following exquisite love letter, taken from the
Book LovER, is to be found in the works of one Wil-
liam Shakespeare, who flourished in the 16th century :

My Love, My Wire'—I have here received letters®
to the which as yet there is no answer made.” I may
be negligent, foolish and fearful ; in every one of
these no man is free, but* I pray thee chide not ;* con-
demn the fault and not the actor of it ;* to my un-
folding lend a gracious var ;* I would I could quit all
offences with as clear excuse.”

My love, my life, my soul, fair Helena !* 1 have
this while with leaden thoughts been press'd ;" there's
nothing in this world can make me joy ; life is as
tedious as a twice told tale, vexing the dull ear of a
drowsy man;" I am wiapp'd in dismal thinkings,"
have of late lost all my mirth, foregone all custom of
exercises,” The main grief springs from the loss of a
beloved daughter and a wife," therefore am I found
80 much unsettled ; this drives me to entreat you that
presently you take your way for home.” You must
not marvel, Helen, at my course ;'* my love admits no
qualifying cross, no more my grief in such a precious
loss."” Sweet above thought I love thee ;" love me and
leave me not ;" take me with you, take me with you,
wife.” Swect lady, you have given me life, and* you
take my life when you do t\ku the means whereby |
l\\u * Vouchsafe to show the sunshine of your face.”

I spy life peering; but L dare not say how near the
tidings of our comfort is.* The business is for Helen
to come hither.” Hope is a lover’s staff; walk hence
with that and menage it against despairing thought.
Thy letters may be lwre thou, thou art hence.” O thou
that dost inhabit in my breast, leave not the mansion
80 long tenantless, lvst,growm,{ ruinous, the building
fall, and leave 1o memory of what it was! Repair
me with thy presence,” Helen, I love thee, by my life
I do.” That kiss 1 carried from thee, dear, and my
true lip hath virgin'd it e'er since.

0, Helen, gudxltu, nymph, perfeet, divine [ if I
should swear by Jove's great attributes I loved you
dearly, would you believe my oaths " for you in my
respect are all the world,” and I as rich in having
such a jewel as twenty seas, if all their sands were
pear], the water nectar, and the rocks pure gold.”
Little Helen, farewell,* farewell my wife I I cannot
be mine own, nor anything to any, if I be not thine.*

I am your husband ™
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