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attends (ho competitive movomonl does not at all lessen 
Its eagerness and persistence. Tho candidate, therefore, 
who proposes to enter this vailing should assure himself 
that he has a will capable of firmness. aggressiveness, en­
durance and flexibility. Stub a will Is able to adjust it­
self to diverse conditions, and yet to pursue the main pur­
pose without wavering.”

rilled conflagration hazard’ In Are insurance depends 
ni*>n the degree of ‘exposure’ danger. This danger can 
In-1 be prevented by proper construction; a sufficient 
inimlier of fire walls; by making walls, roofs and floors 
free from concealed spact*; doors, windows and skylights 
protected by fire doors or shutters or wire-glass or prisms 
set in metal frames; roofs of fire-proof construction; out­
side sprinklers on roof and over windows, luclosure of 
stairways with fire-proof materials; protection in a simi­
lar way and with automatic Are doors of all vertical open­
ings. tire-proof or fire retardant floor, partitions and ceil­
ings. etc. Various types of construction and materials 
have been shown by underwriters’ tests to possess value 
in preventing the spread of fires. In addition, the most 
complete equipment of the premises with flre-extlngulsh- 
Ing facilities is desirable. Instances are on record in 
large cities where conflagrations, when beyond the con­
trol of the fire department, have Iteen checked by tire 
walls, which have operated as barriers, or by effective 
lire streams brought into play from buildings where 
heavy pumping machinery was Installed."

Iainihin Mvtvai. Finn Inhuranve Company.—Mr. 
Waddlngton. managing director, replying to. an inquiry 
wrote to its United States representative, James W. Dur- 
brow, as follows:

"Conforming to your request of recent date, that I 
should furnish you with some information as to there 
being no liability on the part of the assured, who has in­
surance with us on the cash system. 1 quote below from 
the Act passed by our Dominion Parliament when the 
stock capital of the company was instituted. The Act re­
ferred to was passed on the tenth of July, 1899, and is 
known as Chapter 118 of 62-63 Victoria. The section gov­
erning the point in question reads as follows:

" 'Section f).—After one hundred thousand dolls #1 the 
said said capital has l>ecn butta fide subscribed and 10 per 
cent, paid thereon Into the funds of the company, the 
company may make insurance for premiums payable 
wholly in cash, but no insurance on the wholly cash prin­
ciples shall make the Insured liable to contribute or pay 
any sum to the company or to Its funds or to any other 
memlter thereof beyond the cash premium agreed upon, 
or give hint any right to participate in the profits or sur­
plus funds of tho company.' "

Woman as a Kirk Protection.—Our New York name­
sake pays a high compliment to woman by regarding her 
carefulness as the reason why houses are preferred risks. 
It asks. "What reason la there for supposing that dwel­
lings are less hazardous than stores? There was tho 
ever-present fire in the dwelling, the lamps, or candles, 
the Inflammable curtains and hangings, the children 
ignorant of danger and fond of playing with fire, and 
woman, less Informed altout the perils of Are than man, 
more accustomed to protection than to protect and sure 
to lie in a panic if Are breaks out Î But the Are insur­
ance rate upon a frame dwelling In a country town is 
often as low as one per cent, for five years, and upon a 
frame hardware store, from one per cent, a year to much 
higher! And the former pays at 2f> per cent, commission 
or more, and the latter does not. at 15 per cent, commis­
sion or 20 per cent, at most. Into the realm of the 
woman, pervaded with her atmosphere, guarded by her 
• are. peril rarely enters. The science of fire prevention 
began with her and Its greatest perfection, judged by re­
sults if not by methisls. Is found in her." That is all 
very gallant and pretty, but we have known fires caused 
by the gross carelessness of females.

Correspondence*
We do net hold ourselves responsible for views expressed by 

correspondents.

TORONTO LETTER.

A Plucky Decision Abortive labour Strikes Pork-Pack­
ing Risks—Not so Prompt -The Sprinkler In Wood - 
Working Risks -Toronto Exhibition- A Pussy 
Show.

Dear Emtor,—The course pursued by the Victoria Fire 
insurance Company [one of the Hamilton Institutions of 
many years' standing, and one much varied experience In 
the fire Insurance field 1. has been much commended. At 
a rivent meeting It was decided to stand to the guns, and 
enforce payment of the extra calls necessary to pay losses 
accrued, and continue the business. Strong pressure 
brought to hear at this meeting In an attempt to close up 
the Company, happily, the attempt failed. A statement 
of the affairs of this Cash Mutual does not seem to Jus­
tify closing It up. so that If It pays Its losses, not a very 
difficult task, as there is no great sum Involved. It should 
readily re-adjust Its affairs, and within Its sphere of oper­
ations render good service In the future. Abandonment 
of the Insurance field by any Canadian fire Insurance 
company, whether big or little, from a patriotic stand­
point Is always regrettable. es|»eelally so. when the 
agement has been honest and fair. Our native Are In­
surance companies, for the greater part, have had rough 
experiences to undergo, and some of them have not sur­
vived the ordeal; It Is to Is* hoped, therefore, no others 
will In* added to the number of the lost.

Our labour strikes here have alsuit faded away, and vic­
tory Is with the employers of labour. One of the effects 
nf the bulldera' Inquirers' strike has tieen to hinder the 
erection of many much-needed small dwellings, which.

Qvai.ities that make Success.—Dr. Thorlng. In an 
address on Insurant as a profession, said:—“l<el the 
nan who contemplates the choice of Insurance ns his 
profession, and. In particular, that part of It which relates 
to the soliciting of business, he assured that he Is In 
heart and manner a gentleman. A writer In the “Fort­
nightly Review." ten years ago. Intimated that the Eng­
lishman goes to Cambridge to learn mathematics and to 
Oxford to learn manners. In the making of the best 
man in the calling of Insurance, as In other callings, some 
might question whether the Oxford or the Cambridge 
pmdurt Is the more previous.

The man. moreover, who Is entering on this vocation 
should assure himself that he has a will at once strong, 
persistent and flexible. Of all forms of large endeavour. 
Insuran •• Is the one form In which the co-operative pro- 
"ss has lost value. These vast companies, through which 
the greater share of the business Is carried on. have not 
seen tit to unite themselves, as have the Industrial inter- 
“sts of this country*. Competition, not co-operation. Is 
the n'e This competition is of the keenest, most deter­
mine? most aggressive type. The term "mutual." found 
In the titles of companies, belongs only to the members 
°f ?,>' Individual company, and to the companies In their 
relation to each other. The excellent good nature which
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