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"Now," .saiil hi', wlwii they w«'r«< ai

tlif t lid i)f thf nurdi'ii, till' Im)>h wulk-

iiin lj_v Ills mdu ill siU'iit wmidcr at

••vents wliicli wvtv taking tlifin out

of llicir usual doptli.s, "wliat is it >ou
wunt I'"

Jiii'k looked at Jim, aii<i Jim looked

;it Jack.

•Voti U'll," said Jim to his friend,

Aiid after a iiioineiit's jiause the Iiov'h

toiit;ue IxTiime uiilmiM'd.

"It was Art'b idea, .sir. Vou see we

had a cave in our garden, and I want-

ed to lie aide to call up Jim whenever

I liked, without the jolly fa^; of Koum;
jtiid lillt;iii(i at his front door; lii'-

Hide.s, it's likt" a sort of tele^;raphin>;.

\Ve'\c learnt a few sijin.s from the

articles nhoiit siniiallin;; in the

'U.O.I'.,' and we've invented some."

he added with a laiinh, renii'liilHTinn

how fe\eri.s|ily the semaphore arms
had flunn tliem.selres about that after-

noon.

"Miimpli! Yes; hut you haven't

put the tliuit: ver' clearly, I'm afraid.

\\ h'li wa.s .\rt'.s idea, and wliere am I

wanted to come in?
"

•".)h' we only wanted you to let us

carry a curd over th«' top of your pole.

The notion was to fix H sort of hell-

pull from the cave up to Jim's bed-

room «i:idow—~"

"Uw. surely." interrupted the old

man, laui^hinu in .spite of himself,

'you wouldn't want to j^o rincing

vour friend up at lUKht timer"
"I niiuht in the morninn, thouj:h,"

an*wercd Jack quickly. "He's a lazy

l)e;it;ar is Jim. and liis father ouj^ht

to lie .jolly clad if 1 n<'t him out of

Ix'd ;
/((' can't."

"You shut up!" put in the atTKr'''^"-

I'd Jim. "I can he up a.s early as you
iny day !"

Without comniittiiifi himself as a
supporter of either opinion on this

momentous subject Mr. Grayling K*^»'
his consent to tlie richt of way. and,
.shakiMC hands with both lad.s, helped
th'^ni over into tlio Burton's garden.
They were standing alone (for long
ere this the other three k.l.s had left)

before they quite realize<l that their

ci)mi)anion ".Art" was left behind,

:iiid they had r)e<'n politely returned,
ns it were, to their own grounds.

Hum go, this'" kaiiJ Jim. 'I h<?t

thai beggar's getting fed up with te»

;iiid cakes. I never gave it a thought
about Ins having the same name aa

(Jr'impimug. .Shouldn't wonder if th«

old lady turns out to !»«• a fairy g<»d-

iiiother, or somnthing."
"I'erliaps he's her loiig-loKt sou,"

jimI Jack thoughtlessly.

'Likely, i.sii't iff" was the reply.

•\Vli.\. (.Im's old enough to be hi»

great -grandmother twice over. 1 ex-

pect his pater'.s aunt was a sort of

sf'oond cousin of (iriimpimug's wife'*

'Mother ! You hear of those fcort of

I liint-'.s .soiM«'tHiio»

|)o villi
' said Jack indiflerelitly

.

'hough he rather wondered where,

rh|. .subject, however, was i|iiickly

changed. They had arriv«'d at the

shed, and Jim'» thoughts were brought
back tc it

"Vou were a silly mutt to knock the

door libout like tlii.s," he said in in-

jured tone, "It'll take me all my time
'<) make the pater see it wasn't my
fault."

"It wasn't mine eitier, if you cmne
to tli:it." said Jack "I wa.s inside,

and hist thing I kmw was no end of

I t.liir |i, ami bang coine.s the bejistly

tlilii hack against my head. A
iiHip., ,if nails and a hammer 'II hhake
It together agi.in."

"We can try," said Jim doubt-
fully ; "but you wouldn't be w) chippy
about it if it was ijntir pat«r'a plac«,
' kiow."

.\s to which Jack wisely refrained
from argument.

In the meanwhile .Mr. Grayling had
••etrac^'d his st<'ps back to his wife

and the young stranger. The waters
were lapping up to the top of the
w all now ; a little more, and they
would overflow it, stubborn and ^tiff

though it had stood .so many years.

He entered the room and stood for

n. moment silent. The old lady's arms
nere round the boy's neck, a.s he
knr't «t licr chair ; her grey head was
bt.it over his golden pate.
"Many a time has your dear father

knelt at my chair like this," she was
'aying. "and many have been the lor.g

talk.s be and I have had together.


