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\Mien did you arrive, Mr. Burton ?" «lie asked,
and how loni,^ have you boon ofliciatin<,^ as cliild's

companion ? You're coitai/ily a liap])y-lookin- trio—
so unconvontional. I hate to see cliildion airdressed
up and stiff as little manikins, Avhon they 4^0 out
to ride. And you look as if you'd been havin- mch
a good time with them.

"

"I—I assure you. Miss Mayton," said I, "that my
exporience has boon the exact reverse of a pleasant one.
It King Jlorod wore yet alive I'd volunteer as an ex-
ecutioner, and engage to deliver two interesting corpses
at a mon^nt's notice."

^

"You dreadful wretch!" exclaimed the lady.
IMotlior, let me make you ac(|Uiiinted with J\Ir iJur-

ton,—Hek'n Lawrence's brother. IJow is your sister
Mr. Jnirton ?

"

^ >

"1 don't know," I replied
; she has gone with her

husband on a fortnight's visit to Captain and Mrs.
Wayne, and 1 ve been silly enough to promise to have
an eye to the place while they're away."

" ^yhy, how delightful !
" exclaimed Miss Mayton.

>>nch horses ! .SVrA ffowers ! Such a cook !

"

" An.l such children," said I, glaring sii<((restively
at the imps, and rescuing from Toddie a handkeivhiof
which he li;\d extracted irum ciy po<,'ket. and was wav-
ing to the i)Veeze.-„ •• • . . ,

. .

,

V'Why, they're the' b'e&t children 'iti ilie world
llekn,t0ld me so the fiusfc ti-ne I met her thrs.sl'jv^on.
UiiKfreii »viU be, cUildren, .you know. We had.three
Jittle cousins: witb u«;lnst siimrmT,.'a?uhTm sure they
made me Iwok years ^lde» thar; '[-really am."
/'How young you must be, then. Miss Mayton!"

m\\ I I suppose I looked at her as if I meant what


