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not far from tho sources of tho Saskatchewan, Fraser, and Columbia
rivers and a htt o soutli of tho Yellow Head I'ass. I do not know tho

'on rnn •/ ^''"i;*^'^^'"^^'^
f'-"'" '*« «ource, b,.t it cannot be loss thanoOO or COO m.les. There aro 240 miles of its Slavo River course from

lort ClMpowyan to Fort Resolution on tho Great Slave Lake, and thoMackenzie 18 reckoned as 1045 miles ; this would give nearly 2000 miles
lor tlio entire river system.

Froni^ its source to tho confluence of tho Clear-water (" Washe-

;\";r;,.''^
*''" ^''" ^^''^'°*' ''"* '"°''^ commonly called " Sipisis " or

Littlo Rivor) tlio general direction of tho Athabasca is from south-
west to north-east

;
from that point, after two very abrupt angles to tho

east and south-east, it goes almost straight north to tho Athabasca Lake
1' or my purpose, we aro only interested in tho river after its receivinc

he drainage of tho Lesser Slave Lake, at which point it enters tho dis-tnc of Atljabasea. Before tliat point it receives five small rivers, tho
Mictte, Bonhomme, Baptisto, Maeleod, and Pembina. This last name, or
rather " N.pi-mina." is a Crco word for elk-benies (tho fruit of aguelder rose, ribnrmm edulc, wliich grows there).

I should observe tliat tho name Elk Rivor, applied to tho Athabasca
18 not only unknown in tho north-west, oven to British settlors but is
incorrect, since it refers to tho elk (moose) or "orignal" (Alecs ameri-
canus), whilst tho Athabasca bears the name of tho "corf bossu" ofCanada (the wapiti).* called " biche " by tho Canadians (tho name of thoWle) Iho Crees call the wapiti « Wawaskisieu." and tho Chipowyans
'Ihe-zil, or Reindeer of tho Rocks, both tribes also applying Lsenames to tho great water system of which I am treating, and ".lehshould therefore be called tho Great Red-deer River
A littlo below tho outlet of the drainage of tho Lesser Slave Lake theAthabasca receives tho waters of another river, also called La Bichowhich drains tho pretty lake of the same name. Still lower, on the ri^htbank, are the confluences of tho Crj-ing River ("Kitou Sipi") and WidoRiver ("Kaministi Kweya"), and on tho left bank the Pelican R^ver

(» Tsatsakin Sipi "), and Lake Wabasca. Tho right bank also"ec^ .

ho Houses River ("Waskaigan Sipi"); then, before reaching theturbulent cascades and foaming sheets called the Great Raiiid theright bank is again broken by the "Miyotinaw," and the left by thoNistaukam (^Mustuch or Bison River), whilst another Red-deer orLa Biehe River, at least tho sixth of the name in tho district, also enterstho Rapid on tho left bank.
The large Clear-water river affluent is called " Otthap-des," or Riverof the Groves, by the Chipowyans, and "Little Athabascl" by theCanadians. Inclosed between sandy b.nks 400 feet hi^h whth itwashes and eats a^yay. revealing base rocks of tho most" picturesque

character conceivable, this fresh and limpid stream is literallySi
• It is a common error in North America to call the wapiti by the name of elk.
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