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office i or with the helps on which we are to rely.

He candidly acknowledges that we are «o/ fuf-

ficient of ourfelves to bear and execute fo great a

charge; we have this treafure in earthen veflcls,

that the excellency of the power may be of God,

and not of us ; and therefore* our fuffidency is of

God, who only can make us able and fuccefsful

minifters of the NewTeflament -* and crown our la-

bours with the defired effeft, in acconiipHftiing the

lalvatioii of our brethren. ~
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Perhaps no man was ever endued with greater]

talents for the minifterial fundlion, than St. Paul—

<« that trumpet of the GofpeU that inftruaor of the
|

« Gentiles, that .golden vcflel (hining through all

** the world'*- as St; Jerom calls him.f If he

thus jthought—-if he trufted in divine aid only for

fuccefdi furely it becomes us, who are fo much

inferior, thus to think and truft aJfb,

Let us the^ after the example of this holy

Apoftle, look up to God for affiftance •, humbly

relying on his aid; and earneftly imploring iuc-

cour, as well as fuccefs in our endeavours. St.

Paul's reliance on God, did not diminifh his exer.
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> II Corinth. III. 5, 6—IV. 7.
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f. Evangelic^ tuba, doftor gentium,, vas aureum in t6to orbc

Tcfplendens. HiERON. aif^ers. Pelag. Lib. 3. Opp.,Tom.II.

P.205.Edit. Franc, ct Lips. 1684. perTRiBBECHOv.


