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degroef of tfalt is merely the weakneu of oar fallen nature, and does

not by any moans imply a iiabit of indiflfercnce about the most inte-

resting of all concerns. It is a iliult, however, which we oi^g^t not

to pardon to ourselves, but labour most carefully- to correct. Tho
voluntary indulgence of it is a crime not onjy against God hut also

against our own souls, the consequences of which nro very dreadful.

Like other evil habits when it once becoi^s settled, it is most difHcult

of cure ; so that it greatly behoves us to tako heed that it do not grow
upon us. There is nothing in fact against which we have more reason

not only to watch but to pray, than a habit of inattention on a subject

so unspeakably important, however it may be brought before us.

Whenever we come hither, it should be with the most deliberate pur-

^ pose of gaining all tha instruction which can\be gained from what is

said ; and after we have departed hence, it would bo well if we made
it a rule to ourselves to give some time to seirious consideration, whe-
ther something may not have lieen said which is worthy ofa continual

remembrance, and to which, for the sake of our/)wn ^uls, a careful

and steady observance is due, as an useful incitement of devotion,

or a rule of life iand manners. We claim

II. To BE HEARD WITH CANDOUR.
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s. Some

The ministers of religion have often tocomplain Of unreasonablo

prepossessions and prejudices ofvarious kinds existing among those to

whom they are commissioned. Some are prepossessed against Chris-

tianity in general, or against particular parts of it. Others there are

who profess the greatest respect for religion itself, but tO whom the

priesthood is an utter abomination. They cannot express their horror

of all religious establishments, nor tolerate those who belong to them.

Such as these however are seldom, I presume, to })c foundnomong our
hearers. But there is another pre,possession with which all of us have
to contend more or less, and which is either of a personal nature

against the preacher himself, or ap'plies to the matter of his preaching..

But no prepossession of this nature—Ithink I may4dd—^not even a well

grounded objection to the character of an authorized teacher, which is

the strongest and most trying case of all, should prevent you from

giving him a candid and attejitive hearing, not for the preacher's sake,

but for your own. You should consider, not who it is that speaks,

nor how he expresses himself, btit what he ultei?. And so far as the

doctrine is discerned by your reason, or ft It In- yon r conscience to be


