xert 1nﬂuence on other medlum sized pow-
rs, especially in Europe “There have been several ex-
‘West German initiatives in the last two
When the United States wanted to lead a trade
argo against Iran, for: example, Bonn pressured
r'European states to support this decision. Last
n Schmidt v151ted ‘Moscow, he got a small
on from the Sov1ets on nuclear mlssﬂes

n. NATO the West German position has
een to agree to the deployment of : new intermediate
ge nuclear missiles in Germany on the condition

‘tha arms reductlon talks begm and that other NATO

site for the preservatmn of peace” The
e SPD has. never ac epted the idea that

7 World; '

’ For' the ﬁrst"

and there are dlsquletmg s1gns that labour problems :
are bulldmg Durmg the campalgn, the SPD and their

partnershlp between management ‘and labour on the

‘management boards of some industrial-concerns:

Unemployment now stands at only 3.7 percent
which seems low by North American standards, but if
it were calculated on'the same basis as in the U.S,,
(government-combined) the percentage would be con-

‘siderably higher. One government commissioned re-

port predicted that the current rate will double over
the next four years. : ;

The most serious domestlc issue is over nuclear
power. Because of disputes about the overall effects of

- atomic reactors, no-nuclear power plants have been
- built in West Germany since 1977. Schmidt ‘has en-

dorsed the use of German coal for heating and genera-
tion of electnc1ty but has kept open the nuclear energy
option. It is-quite possible: that a further movement to-

: ,Ward nuclear development w1ll occur rather qulckly




