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Martin Luther King Jr.
4

Is it still a dream?
a^

By TOBY SANGER There is a direct connection 
between King and the black com­
munity in Halifax, says David 
Woods, coordinator of the Cultu­
ral Awareness Youth Group for 
Nova Scotia.

“Things that Martin Luther 
King stood up for were things 
that were going on here in 
Halifax at the same time. Many 
human rights programs (in Can­
ada) came about largely because 
of the sixties civil rights move­
ment,” says Woods.

"He was one of the greatest . 
leaders in the twentieth century 
in terms of motivating people 
who were basically powerless.”

His message is still important 
today, says David Sparks, a coun­
sellor at the Black United Front. 
"When you consider the condi­
tion of the black community here, 
economically and socially, and 
the slow progress we have made 
since the sixties, his message is 
applicable; this generation has to 
hear it.”

Woods says his concerns went 
beyond the black community, 
beyond the col our of his skin, and 
beyond national boundaries.

"What he did is significant to 
not only blacks, but to all 
mankind.”

But Sparks says this doesn’t 
mean blacks and other disadvan­
taged groups can depend on oth­
ers to promote equality for them. 
"When you look at our history 
and consider how long we’ve 
been here, you see that depending 
on others' moral goodwill doesn’t 
work.”

At the same time, says Sparks, 
the black community shouldn't 
isolate itself.
"In the black community, there is 
a turning inward, an attempt to 
maintain our own separateness.
It has been an end in itself, not a 
means to reach an end . . . there’s 
too much emphasis (in Nova Sco­
tia) on black culture and not on 
common culture.”

"What’s lacking is a message, a 
philosophy, whereby change can 
be brought about. For King that 
message was non-violent direct 
action.”
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Nineteen years after Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s assassination, 
his dream still lives on for many 
members of Halifax’s black 
community.

But with unemployment rates 
approaching 50 per cent for black 
youths and slow progress in 
achieving equality in other areas, 
his vision is still just that — a 
dream.

Covert racism in the Nova Sco­
tia justice system, systematic prej­
udice against blacks by many 
employers, and little recognition 
of black heritage in the school 
system have kept the Halifax 
black community — the largest 
per capita urban concentration of 
blacks in Canada — 
van t aged and often inward­
looking group.

While King’s birthday is being 
celebrated as a national holiday- 
in the United Stated this Monday, 
there are no events officially sche­
duled for Halifax schools to mark 
the occassion.

Tonight at the North Branch 
Library, a number of different 
Halifax black groups are, for the 
second year, celebrating his birth­
day with a night of music, poetry, 
and speeches by people from the 
black community.

Included on the agenda is a 
movie about King’s life, a talk 
about Dr. King’s place in history 
and his effect on the civil rights 
movement in Halifax, and a gos­
pel group from North Preston 
which will sing some of King’s 
favorite hymns.

Dalhousie student George 
Elliot Clark will also present a 
poem and a new song he has com­
posed for the a capella group 
Four the Moment.

Ferry Simons, one of the 
organizers of the event, says 
King’s birthday is being cele­
brated in Halifax both to 
remember his achievements and 
to draw attention to the concerns 
he fought for all his life.

"We’re hoping not to let Dr. 
King’s dream die.”

If you have a dependable 
car and enjoy meeting the 
public, you could be working 
for our team.

We're looking for full and 
part time drivers to deliver 
GRECO pizzas and donairs to 
our customers.

These positions involve some 
weekend and evenings.

Pay includes an hourly 
wage plus commission and tips.

Please apply to:
Greco Pizza Donair 

5970 Spring Garden Rd

GRECO a disad-
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XL 1000 SPECIAL
electronic typewriter $279.00 
Full line Memory Correction, 
Word Eraser™ Correction.
Automatic Center, Automatic 
Carrier Return and Dual Pitch,
(type in both 10 and 12 characters)

RENT TO OWN FOR 9 
MONTHS AT $37.95 
AND ITS YOURS!

ROBERTSON’S
BUSINESS EQUIP. Ltd. 
5514 CUNARD ST.
423- 9386

DALHOUSIE STUDENT 
UNION

HANDBOOK EDITOR 
NEEDED!

Anyone interested in the production 
and design of the 1987-1988 student hand­
book, please pick up an application in 
Room 222 of the S.U.B., or see Sandra Bell 
for any questions.

Application deadline January 28, 1987. 
A $500 honorarium is available at the 
completion of the job.

TTNIVERSIT y 
^ BOOKSTORE A

DalhousiE

GENERAL AND 
ACADEMIC BOOKS
Publications by Members of the 

University Community 
Specialists in the Health Sciences 

Free Title Search and Out-of- 
Print Services

Special Orders Placed Worldwide

UNIVERSITY CRESTED 
ITEMS, SUNDRIES 

AND PARAPHERNALIA
Class and School Rings 

Crested Glass, Ceramic and Pewter 
Mugs, Crested Glassware, Bookends, 

Executive Desk-top Items, Lapel 
Pins, Small Brooches, Jewellery, 
Plates, Spoons, and other things.

Jackets, Sweatsuits, Shirts, Sweaters, 
T-Shirts, Other Tops, and 

Children’s Clothing, in a wide 
variety of styles and colours, and 
embossed with a range of crest, 

designs and lettering.
Polyester and Silk Dalhousie 

Ties in various styles and 
colours; for women, Dalhousie 

Scarves, also in a selection of 
colours, styles and fabrics.

Watercolours of the University, 
Watercoloured Christmas and 

Note Cards.

For further information, or for prices, 
please contact us at the following address: 

University Bookstore 
Dalhousie LIniversity 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
B3H 4J3

4 Dalhousie Gazette, Thursday, January 15, 1987
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