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Hot debate at SMU

Camp David to 

bring peace?

f '........ ] Israel Occupied
mÆÊim Territory about the 21/z million Pales­

tinians living outside Pales­
tine? They have been home­
less for a generation. Are they 
to be denied the right to return 
to their homeland?"

Simmonds responded by 
arguing that only the Pales­
tinians living on the West 
Bank should be included in 
any settlement, the rest having 
forfeited their right by having 
moved away. Dr. Zayid angrily 
replied that on one hand, 
Jews from anywhere in the 
world are given automatic 
citizenship in Israel the day 
they arrive there, while on the 
other hand, Palestinians are 
either forced out of their 
homeland, or denied the right 
to return there. “Why should 
the Palestinians be forced to 
pay for the atrocities the 
Europeans inflicted upon the 
Jews?”

Responding to another 
question, Simmonds pre­
dicted the quick unfreezing of 
relations between Israel and 
Egypt following the signing of 
a peace treaty. He offered the 
view that the Israelis had 
shown good faith in nego­
tiating at Camp David, and it 
was now up to the Arabs, and 
specifically the Palestinians, 
to reciprocate.

In disagreeing, Dr. Zayid 
reiterated his earlier statement 
that the Camp David accords 
were only continuing the 
unjustness of the Palestinian 
problem. "But we will not go 
away. Any proposed settle­
ment which attempts to side­
step the Palestinian right to 
their homeland can only be 
the basis for future conflict.”
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1. Five-year transition 
period.

2. Limited “autonomy" 
for inhabitants.

3. Israeli troops in 
Specified bases.

4. Final borders 
unsettled.
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He concluded by expressing 
optimism for the Camp David 
accords, and suggested that 
the agreements with Egypt 
had a good chance of holding 
up, despite opposition in the 
Arab World.
Palestinians Opposed

Dr. Zayid introduced his 
presentation by asking : Why 
is there a conflict in the 
Middle East in the first 
place?” His answer, which 
was the bulk of his talk, dealt 
on the history of the uprooting 
of the Palestinians from their 
homeland.

He pointed out that the 
Palestinians had been the 
only consistent inhabitants of 
Palestine for the past 40 
centuries. They were the 
overwhelming majority in­
habitants of Palestine in 1917, 
when their country was prom­
ised by Britain to the European 
Zionist Movement. The Pales­
tinians lost their homeland in 
1947-8, when Zionist armies 
forced over 700,000 inhab­
itants into refugee camps in 
neighbouring Arab countries.

“The removal of the Pales­
tinians from their homeland 
by Zionism, and their struggle 
to regain it, is the crux of the

by Roger Metcalfe
“The Camp David Agree­

ment cannot bring peace to 
the Middle East because it 
doesn’t recognize the Pales­
tinian right to a sovereign 
state”, accordinq to Dr. Ismail 
Zayid, a Dalhousie Professor 
of Medicine. Zayid was 
speaking last Wednesday 
night in a debate on the Camp 
David accords at St. Mary’s 
University.

In debate with Dr. Zayid was 
Nick Simmonds, the director 
of Public Relations for the 
Canada-Israël Committee. 
Simmonds argued that the 
Camp David accords have a 
good chance of holding up, if 
Israel and the United States 
could wean away the ‘Mod­
erate’ Arab states from sup­
port for the Palestinians.

The debate, attended by 
about 125 people, was lively 
and often bitter, with sig­
nificant numbers of the au­
dience supporting each po­
sition. It was sponsored by 
the local United Nations Asso­
ciation, and the International 
Education Centre, S.M.U.
Israel optimistic^

Simmonds began the de­
bate by admitting that Israel 
only had to give up a little in 
order to achieve the agree­
ment with Egypt. He also 
implied that Egypt had played 
Israel’s game by agreeing to 
meet face-to-face and sign a 
separate treaty, without the 
other Arab states.

Simmonds’ view coincides 
with informed press analysis 
of the Camp David Agreement, 
which argue that Egypt’s 
unilateral treaty with Israel 
neutralizes Israel’s strongest 
foe and allows Israel to hang 
much tougher against the 
other Arab states, whose 
territories it occupies.

Simmonds went on to ex­
press pleasure that the Pales­
tinian Liberation Organization 
-whom the Palestinians have 
chosen as their sole repre­
sentatives—was left out of 
any future negotiations prom­
ised by the Camp David 
accords. Echoing the agree­
ment reached at Camp David 
that Israel and Egypt will 
attempt to select ‘representa­
tives’ for the Palestinians, 
Simmonds suggested that the 
“P.L.O. should not represent 
the Palestinians”.

He added that ‘autonomy’ 
had been promised in the 
Camp David Agreement to the 
‘West Bank inhabitants' but 
admitted that the ‘autonomy’ 
was open to negotiations after 
five years. This echoes Men- 
achem Begin’s (Prime Minister 
of Israel) position that Israel 
will continue to assert its. 
claim to sovereignty over the 
entire West Bank even after 
the five years are up. Sim­
monds was clear in stating 
that ‘autonomy’ could never 
mean a sovereign state for the 
°alestinians.
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1. Egypt to regain 
sovereignty.

2. Withdrawal of 
Israeli troops.

3. Normal diplomatic 
relations.

4. Security Zones for 
Israel.

5. Fate of Israeli set­
tlements unknown.
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West Bank Palestinians
In the question period that 

followed, most of the ques­
tions challenged both Zayid 
and Simmonds on their ver­
sion of the history of Palestine 
and Israel, or on the viability 
of the Camp David accords.

In answering one question, 
Zayid pointed out that the 
Camp David accords men­
tioned only the Palestinians 
on the West Bank. “What

Middle East question,” he 
added. “There can be no 
peace without a just settle­
ment of the Palestinian ques­
tion.” First and foremost, Dr. 
Zayid argued, this means the 
right of the Palestinians to 
create their own state. The 
denial of this right was one of 
the many concessions de­
manded and received by Israel 
during the Camp David nego­
tiations.
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PART TIME STUDENTS QLO Q fis 3

(Students Taking 3 or Fewer Courses)
WELCOME!
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p 51Office of
PART TIME STUDIES & EXTENSION 

6100 University Avenue 
(across from the Arts Centre)

424-2375
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Katharine Rice, Administrative Officer 
Win Clark, Secretary
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Our new office is now open and is interested in your con­
cerns. We invite you to drop in at your leisure - for in­
formation, for specific assistance, or just for coffee! If 
don’t have the answers to your questions, we’ll find out 
who does. We are open all day, Monday to Friday, as well 
as Tuesday and Wednesday evenings till 8:00 p.m.
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Starts October 6 at the Penhorne 1. 

Restricted.Come in and learn about our services


