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Tflm-h e Bi r it a nni Alli a nc e
14ER£ and there you may find a mans who

l ooks at the Empire from more than onse
angle. £ngland has many millions of one-
angle men. Once ail Englishmen were called
Angles. In the development of the Empire a
good many Englishmen have got more than
one angle. Jebb is one of them. His article
on The Brifannic Alliance lait weels showed
that in hie estimate Imperial FL deration may
be a splendid theory, but that in sentimental
practice it must faIt down in comparison wvith
an alliance of all the states i» the Empire.
In the following article he proceeds'to show
kow this alliance can be Practically worked
out.

Mr. Jebb is about forty years of age. He
has done thinking enough for a man of sixty.
His Welsh temperamnent "I not permit him
to go slow. Some years ago he wrote a book
on "Colonial Nationalism." This was his
first attempt to co-ordinate kit ideas about the
Empire as he had seen it by actual travel and
contact from the African kraal ta the Aus-
fralian sheep ranch; from the temples of
prodigal India, witk 300,000,.II0 population in
unstable equilibrium, to the vaster reacises of
Canada with at that time less than 7,00,000,
aIl loyaily devoted to Great Britain.

In 1910 Mr, Jebb was cabld bv a number
of Canadians to contest a seat i» the British
general election. Peo ple of both parties un1
Canada believed that Jebb would be a power-
fui accession to a parliament that had to deal
primarily with Empire. He ran for Maryle-
bone as a tariff reformer and was defcated.
He kas since donc some revising of kit Im-
perial opinions to bringq tkem! up to date. He
has skif ted his base wit ho ut changing kit
mind. In kis address on "The Britannic Alli-
ance" ke reverts in more iPractical detail tn
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Affair§. BuÎ what becomes then of the centralist's
anodyne, that Imperial Federation involves no im-
pairinent of Domninion autonomy?

Autonomy i F~oreign Policy
Britannic Alliance not only leaves ail those mat-

ters to the individual governmnencs, but goes sa far
as ta recegnize the constitutional right of each to
govern its own foreign relations. It relies on the
britann-ic sentiment which. has grown s0 wonder-
fully in recent years ta create a desire for a joint
pnhicy. But it is one thing to desire something, and,
another to lie able to do ît. Liberal free-traders
are always saying te me, 'We like Britannic Alli-
ance so muclh, if only you would leave out Tariff
Reformn." So they try ta believe that sentiment is
a sufficient basis for a joint foreign policy in per-
pettui.ty, and it is partly to 'win the support of this
section that modern centralists of "the most serious
school" have definitely "settled" that trade shahl
not lie a federal interest. But the nation that five
or six distant and independenýt States could con-
tinuoiusly act together in fareign affairs seems to
me to 'lie utterly chimerical, unless they are bound
not only by a conman sentiment, but also by a corn-
munity of those interests *hich 't is the main pur-
pose of fçoreign policy to protect. We need not
have ideistical trade policies, in each part. But our
several tradç policies nmust at least lie based on
common principles, andi on a cemmon interest in
the saine markets for the major portion of the
tracte. Suppo-sinig the policy of National Protection
modified {>y Imperial Preference were adopted in
this country, as it already lias been practically by,
all -the rest of the 'Empire, you woul then have got
a comrmon principle established on which te base
a common attitude in dealing with foreign countries.
And if you could develop this ,Britannic trade policy,
by eiçteri-ding the operation o-f Preference to ail
commercial and financial transactions, and by de-
veloping to the utmnost the maritime comimunica-tions of the Empire, yen miglit then make the
Britannic markets, and not the foreign markets, the
paramounit interest for ail the partner states. lf
that could lie achieved, 1 do not see why the volun-
tary alliance in respect of foreign relations 'should
not work for as long a perîod as we need think
about.

Jrom Last Week; I3eing an A ddreà
Club in London, a Feu, Weeks Ago

it cannot reacli the North ýSea in 24 hours. B
Ausiralia is doing lier best to meet lier immediî
responsibility, which is to protect herself agaii
attack iby lier nearest potential enemy. She ni
reasonably expect Britain to do the samne. It
essentially our own business to make these islin
saf e against invasion and to protect the intere,
of the Empire in this part of the world. Hiow c,
you say that the sea is ail one, when the North S
is divided by three or four weeks' steaming fro
the Pacific Ocean? Australia hopes that in1emergency we woul try to let our local navy go
her help, and we hope that in an emergency het
might corne ta our hel.p. But the Pacific, Dominio:
shouki be able to, meet singlehanded the first bru
of a Mongolian attack, and Britain should bie abi
to meet singlehan-ded the fir-st brunt of a :Germ,
attack, unless Canada cares to station some of h
future ships in our waters. The sooner Britain ci
get rid of the notion that she mnay finan~ce h,
domnestic legislation; or avoid the burden of Nation
Service, by exacting battleships fromi the Dom~inion
giving then -in retuirn a representation which sl
could always over-ride, the tetter it will be fi
herself and for the Empire.

Optional Neutrality
Then there is the stumbling block, quite a recei

inrvention, of what is wrongly calied option,
"neutrality" in war, Somie people ask, indignanti
"Are the Dominions to sýtand in or eut at wilfl
1 reply, "Yes, certainlv." They have always ha
that right. No one dispuited it tili the other da
and it bas hithej2o made for united action in tinr
of need. Sanie dlay Britain may lie g]ad ta wi
that ripght herself. Whv shoilld we iii Briti 1

Empire were in danger, Britain's loyalty, let
hope, wouild lie niot less reliable than was t
loyalty of Australia, and New Zealand, and Cana
in the ýSouth Afri can cri1sis, which did not imm
diately concern themn. Some peuple think that ce
tralization is imperative, because you cannot tru
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