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- “Apple-Blossoms.”

By F. J. Banman, Lowe Farm, Man.

There was a block on Twenty-third
street and the car filled with office-
workers and | early-morning shoppers
had stood motionless on the track
twenty minutes ‘waiting the signal to
‘go ahead.

The  passengers, nervously impatient
of the long delay, fidgeted uneasily in
their seats and craned their necks in
futile attempts to see if the way was
clear.

Reyburn, though seemingly indiffer-

ent, to the rapid flight of time, was in-
wardly fuming with impatience. He
was due at an important meeting at
his office at nine o’clock sharp, and it
was now ten minutes after. An im-
mense deal was to be considered," which,
if carried through successfully, would
add several thousands to his already
large fortune.

To.some men, the old-fashioned and
conservative kind, the enterprise might
seem @ trifle “shady”; but to Reyburn

and his friends, all young and en-
thusiastic like himself, it seemed a
splendid thing, with just risk enough
about it to add zest to its successful
accomplishment. :

Suddenly the bell rang—the way was
clear at last, and a wave of relief
swept over the weary occupants of the
car; but it ended in ‘a nervous twitch—
the car did not start. The motorman
leaned, with exasperating carelessness,
against the brake-handle waiting for
a passenger, a girl who came running
across the street and sprang up the
steps, assisted by  the friendly hand
of - the motorman. 'A man in the cor-
ner pushed back the doors and she en-
tered, flustied and breathless, from her
run, and bringing with her a breath of

!
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| vitter distaste for his present life, for

| him wince and brought the tears to: hi

fresh country air laden with the per-
fume of blossoming trees. Just a little
country girl she was, with eyes as blue
as the April skies above, and soft,
sunny hair shaded, but -not concealed,
by the drooping white hat. Across one
arm she carried a great spray of love-
ly pink and white apple-blossoms, whose
fragrance, faint und delicious, fell upon
the tired, irritated nerves of the pas-
sengers like a sweet and soothing in-
cense, :

For a moment she stood looking
hesitatingly down the lines of closely-
filled seats; not a place was vacant,
But it was only for moment: A
fierce, elderly man ahd a dapper young
man on the opposite side sprang to
their feet simultaneously, With shy
smile and a quaint, little school-girl
bow, she accepted the seat of the older
man, while the younger one returned
to his place, where he sat and stared at
the girl with open admiration that
Reyburn longed to kick him. ' But she

| seemed_  utterly _oblivious ' of, ithe |

existence of the dapper young  man.
Setting herself comfortable in her seat,
with the branch of apple-blossoms rest-
ing across her knees, she began an in-
teresting survey of the advertisements
decorating * the side of the var, while
the other passengers looked _admiring-
ly and a littlerenviousli“at the picture
of sweet, innocent_ girlhood. = =
As for Reyburn, cool-headed business
man though he was, he felt irresistibly
attracted by the girl from the moment
she entered the car, and he gued with
almost reverent admiration of the love-
ly flower-like face. The fresh, sweet
scent of the apple-blossoms brought
back to him memories of the old coun-
try home where his boyhood had . been
passed, and as he recalled the old scenes
to his mind there rose within him a

the ceaseless grind and fret of money-
making. The thought of = what his
mother woild have said could she have
known that the boy, of whom she had

always been proud, was fast develop-
ing into a grasping money-lover, n&

eyes. A sudden home sick longing fo
his old home and a sight of his mother
face came over him, and he would have
given all his wealth, just to be at
again and to hear- his mother’s voice
once more, ‘ BT
- With an effort he roused himself

from his dream and became aware that
a pair of wonderful blue eyes were re-
garding him with ' pitying earnestness.
As his eyes met hers she _smiled, the
frank, innocent smile of a child ‘with
the tender sympathy of a woman. .

And to him that smile was an I's .
blessing, and he vowed  to himself that
henceforth he would be a better man .
and would have nothing more to do
with questionable enterprises, _but
would stick to the old methods, as
his father before him had. v

Just then the girl rang the bell and
arose to leave the car. As she moved
down the aisle, Reyburn looked at her
almost -imploringly, hopin% for one last
look from those tender blue eyes. But
she did not  glance toward him and
his heart sank at the thought that he
might never see her again. b,

Yes, it had come to that John Rey-
burn, who had been given up by mothers
with marriageable daughters as a hard-
enede bachelor had fallen hopelessly
in love with a little country lassie of
whose existence he did not dream half
an hour before. -

She was close to him now, and as
she passed he felt something touch his
hand like = a caress, and then she was
gone. ;
Looking down he saw a tin cluster
of apple-blossoms lying on his knee
where she had dropped it—was it an
accident or intention? . His heart
thrilled’ with - delight at the latter
thought. Glancing bastily around to
see that no one was looking he pr
the fragrant blossoms to his lips, and
pocket.
then placed them carefully in his breast-

The three men who had waited lon
and impatiently for Reyburn’s arriva
at his office were astonished and dis-
gusted at his positive refusal to enter
into their plans. What could have
come over him? they indignantly in

quired. He had been the kecnest one

’




