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fIe was edueated at Harvard College for a physician. When the
troubles coznmenccd our family, heing strict Loyalists, turned their at-
tention to the army, and my grandiather obtained for hini a Cornetcy
in Colonel Sirncoe's regiment of dragoons-hc was thcn v-erv young, brae

ad aspiring. To show bis zeal for the cause we find hiin very highly
apn of ~nSimncoc's Milit.arv Journal.

Extrzxets froîîî Col. Siuxieoe'.s 11ilit.-ry Journal.

'-In the latter part of February, 1781, Cornet M1erritt .vas ordered
wîth a rcconnoitering party, consising of 1 sergeant and 10 draguons. tu
convey sorne negroes, who -were sent tu the neighburing plantations,* W
searcli for and bring in senie cat-tie that had escaped frora us.

"Froni his great zeal to accomplish this service he went rather
further thaj' was iritcnded, whcn he unexpectedly fei] in with a corps of
rebels, mucli superior, both in the numnler and goodness oi their horses.
Hie retreated in good order for sonie diistance, but finding hiniself mucli
harassecl froni the fire of bis adversaries, and seeing that it would be
impracticable to get off without giving theni a check, he deterxnined on
charging thein, whîcli lie <id se-veral tixnes and witli sucli vigor that. he
a]l.ays repulsed theni.

"Nie thus alternatcly charged and ret-.cat«ed, until having had two
horses killed under hini, lie was so stunned by the fal that he iras left
for dead.

"The rebels were so awed by their repea-t-ed repulses t.hat they suf-
iercd his party to escape into the woods, whcre. by dismountimi and con-
cealing theniselves in tlie thick Savannas, nuost o! then got sale into the
Posi.

"Thc Ser,--ant was killed, and 4 mnen wcre wounded, sevecral horses
were k-illcd. Mlerritt being supposed to be dead, was klf, but aftcrwards
rccovered his senses and iras fortunateceaough to find bis way to the
Post', with the loss of bis boots, holnaet and ý%ccoutrcrnents."

In another place, Ckilonel Sirncoe says: "Cornet -Merritt. havîng
been sent., about tlic beginning o! Marrh, wili a fing, to carry a letier
to Con]. Marion, by order of Col. Balfour, was detained a prisoner, to
retaliate focr tlie <tention o! one Câpt, Postel. 'who, aftcr the surrcndcr
of Charles Tcwn, had taken a protection and the Oath to us, and L~ad,
notwit.bsiartding, :igain taken up arins, znd had thec impudence ta corne to
Grorsge-Town, with a fiagol trucc. ivherc 1 dctained hini. Thcy cm. mmcd
Mcrritt, with îibout t.w,.enky others . sega.sand privates of ýdiffércn*.
British regiments. in a sm.-ll. nazst.x. cark "lnce, mnace of logs, calIcd a
bitll-peun; but lie was not bore long before lic de4tcrrnud to e-xxricate hin-
self and his lcllow prisoncrs, which bce thus cffecte-d. Aitcr liaiing co-rn-
niunicated bis intention to thcrn, and found theni ready t-o support hini,
bic pitcbed upon the st.rongest, and most daring soldier, and having
waited sonie d.-is for a favorable opportunity, hc obscrved that, bis guaru
(Militia) were niuch alarrned. ivhich lie found %vas occasiorcd by zi party
of British hinving corne int-o that nc:ghborhood. He thien ordcred ths


