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lias given lis namne, and which lias long piqued the curiosity of our Frenchi-
Mnen to reacli it overland, to know its situation with regard to us, and of
what sort are the tribes which inhabit it." Père Charles Aibanel, the
former missionary of Tadoussac, was chosen by the Intendant Talon to lead
the expedition, and took with hin M. de St. Simon and another Frenchi-
man. From. this point Albanel tells lis own story.

They found the Indians at Tadoussac very unwilling to act as guides,
but finally got away on the 2lst August, 1671. On Septemnber 2nd they
reached Lake St. John, and Albanel grows enthusiastie over the fertility
of the land, the abundance of game, and the beauty of the scenery. More
than twenty tribes used to gather here to trade with each other, till wasted
by the omnipresent Iroquois and small-pox. On the 7th they reached the
other end of the lake and met Mistassirinin Indians, who told them that
two ships had anchored in Hudson's Bay and opened trado. They also
gave sucli an account of the troubiod state of the country northward as
discouraged Alhanol's unwiliing guides. Theso items of news caused the
]?atier to send back to Quebec for passports and crodentials, and to
arrange for wintering whore lie ivas.

This winter xvas a time of trial as well as of enjoymont to the mission-
ary. Indoed in his vocabulary the two words seom to have meant much
the same thing, for lie enlarges on the hoiy joys that are to bo extracted
frorm sufforings endured for the faiti. Tie trials came, not from. want of
provisions, but from. the builying and insulting conduct of tie Indian
guides, wio wished to disgust him witi us onterprise. There were otlier
More positive pleasures, too, in tlie visits of heation families, wlio came
froml long distances to ho tauglit and haptized. In the middle of April
they moved on to tic camp of a promising couvert, at a place called
Nataschegamiou, wiere furtier efforts were made to detain them. Spring
OPenled during May, and tiey succeeded in getting free from. their perse-
Cutors on, the first of June 1672. On the lOth,. af ter liard toil in rapids
and On rougi portages, they reacied the watershed at Paslistaskau by
ascending tie river Nekoubau. "lTuis (P-) is a littie tongue of land
about one arpent (say twelve rods) in widti and two in length. The two
ends of tuis point are terminated by two littie lakes, from wiich flow two
rivers. Tie one descends towards the east, and the otier towards the
nlortli.we,,t; one enters the sea at Tadoussac by the Saguenay, and the
Ojýhere Ifudson's Bay, by way of Nemeskau, which. is haif way between the
two seas.

Rere they met some Mistassirinins who barred the way to thema tiil
they should arrange witi "lThe old man Sesibahoura," who claimed con-
trol Of the river. The "lold man " and lis tribe came, and after several
days Of Pow-wowing and feasting Aibanel liad the satisfaction of baptizing
ail the infants and ieaving tie party in good humour on June l6tli. Two
days travel brouglit themn to Lake Mistassini. Ris description of tliis lake
eaIr hardîy be condensed witliout inj ury to its force.

IlOn1 the l8ti," lie says, Ilwe entered tuis great Lake of tlie Mistas-
lirinins, wliicli they maintain to be se large that it requires twenty days
Of finle weatîer to make tlie circuit of it. This lake takes its namo from.
the rocks with which it is filled, and wiici are of a prodigious size. Thore
are a nuraber of very beautiful islands; there is game and fisi of every
leiud-1100 se, bears, caribou, porcupines, and there are ploflty of beavors.
We iad already made six beagues between the islands whici dot the lake,
'whcn saw sometîing like a heigit of land as far off as tic oye could
]roach. I asked our people if tha.t was tlie direction in which wo siould
go 1 'Be quiet,' said our guide, 'do not look at it if yo do not wish
te PeriJhl1 ' The Indians of ail theso regions imagine that wioover 'wishos
to 0ro88 this lake should carefully restrain lis curiesity froin looking at
tic route-and~ ospecially the place wiere lie is to land. Ris very glance,
they 89~, causes agitation of the water, and brews storms which tirili tlie
liardie.t wth fear. On tie 19t we arrived aU Makoiiamitikac, tliat is te

aaY, 'tie bears' fishery.' lU is a fiat place, and the watcr i. very slialiow,
buIt abounding witli fisi. The small sturgeon, tie pike, and the white
fiahl uake it their resort. It is pleasant to sce the bears walking by tlie
Water, and catching with ticir paws as tliey go aîong someO fisi or anotier.
011 the 2 2nd of June they left the lake and went to Oiietataskouamiou.
(Th680 outrageons names are only introduced liere because tlioy may give

soine cdue te tie existing names, as Indian nomenclature seemis fairly
Persistent. Tiey hardly look quite so gruesome if we remember tliat
th d "OÜ" is the French expediefit to give tie souud of Ilw." We would
apoli tliis Word, for instance, IlWctatasquamion.") This was a liard day's
~Work, Tliey liad to beave thc "lgreat river " (namne not given) on account
0f rapids, and take their way tirough littie lakea and over sevonteen

Portages. On tlie 23rd and 24th, tliey found a lesa miountaiflous country,
wher8 "lthe air waa much milder, tlie plains beautiful, and the lande would
Produce freeiY if brougît under cultivation (si on les faisoit valoir). Thia

country, the fineat on our route, extended as far as Nemeskau, wliere we
arrived on the 25th at noon. These tiree days' travel in a comparatively
easy country might cover from. sixty to eighty, or even one liundred, miles.

IlNemeskau is a great lake, ton days' journoy in circumference, sur-
rounded by higli mountains fromn souti to north, forming a semi-circle.
We saw, at the entrance to the great river (Nomiskausipiou) whici extends
from, east towards norti-east, vast plains wiich reacli to the foot of the
mountains, forming the ampiitieatre; and ail these plains are so pieasantly
cut up by water-stretches that it seoms as if tliey were sO many rivers,
forming suci a great num ber of islands that it is difficuit to count them.
We saw ail tiese islands se covered witi tracks of moose, beavers, deer,
and percupinos, that it seemed to be their chief resort. Five large rivera
disciarge into tuis lake, whici make tie fisi so abundant that tliey were
tic chief support of a large tribe of Indians wlio iived thore eiglit or ton
years ago. We saw the sad traces of their residence and the romains of a
large log fort, whici the Iroquois had built on an island commandiug ail
tie avenues of approach, and wliore they often committed murders."
Tiese Iroquois seem. to liave pouetrated wiorever their naturai prcy, the
loss wariike Indian, was to ho found. In tuis case, however, ticy iad
thinned out tlie game too mucli by the suddeu takiug off of eigity or so
at. one time. The resU thon ef t, and tlie human wolvorines liad desorted
their don. Tioy sot out again and foiiowed smali lakes and portages to
the norti-east, to avoid a great north-westeriy bond of tic Nemiskausipiou,
whici tliey were to foiiow to tic sait water. On the 26ti tiey reacied
Teliepimont-"l a very monatainous country "-and the next day passod
tic portages. This was tic first place tic mosquitoes troubled tiem, and
they were kept awake ail nigit attendiuig to their smudgos. They had
hardly advanced a quarter of a league next morning, bofore they found,
in a littie croek to ticir bof t, two sloops of ton or twelve tons burtien
witi lateon sails and fiying the Englisi fiag. About a gunshot furtier
tiey found two deserted houses. Tioy do net seem. to have cared to meet
the English, notwi thstanding ticir passports, and went on for six beagues
beforo camping. libre Uhoy found vast mand flats lef t by thc tide, and
were certain tiat tliey iad reaclied Hudson's Bay, tic object of their long
searci. This point appears from otier statements to, liave been two
leagues beyoiid the mouti of tic river, tiougli it is not put in se, many
words. Ail nigit tiey fired guns to lot tic natives know of ticir prosence,
and Ilamused themseives by looking aU cette si fameuse baie de Huteon."

Aibanel tolls us furtier tiat tic Nemiskausipiou is a mile and a-haif
wide, but not deep, and tiat tic tide runs up twelve miles to the first faîl.
Tic current is se strong and its volume so, groat that the water in tic
river, and for some miles out to sea, romains fresi at higi tide. IUs total
lengtli from. tic lake is about two iundred and forty miles, and it is broken
by cigiteen rapids. Tic portages are long and difficuit, ranging from
tirco to twelve miles. Ho notices too tic great distance te wiici tic tide
retires, leaving haro mud as far as tic oye can reaci. Tic river apreads
over tuis se tiiniy in several chaunels as not te float even a canoes. There
are severai habitable islands between, tiese ciaunels. Ria observations
made tic latitude of tic mouti of tic river 500 north-longitude net
given. Tiere sooma te have been plenty resident Indian tribes witi
abominable namos. Tic father convorted tic chief of eue of these families
and ciriatened iim Ignaces. This was tic resuit of severai. days of speech-
making and excianging prosents in tic usuai manner. Game was aiso
pleutiful, and tic reverend missionary is betra&yed into ropeating an
egregiolis "lhunter's yarn. III say notiing of tic abundance of game
wiici is found here. Iu tic Island of Ouabaskou it is se great-if we
believe tic Iudians--tliat, ini a place wiere tie birds shed their featiers
wien moulting, tic Indiana and wild boasts wio get mUeo it (qui 8Y
engagent) are over their icada in foathers, and often lose tiomscîves-
unabie teadvance or rotreat." "I say uotiing 1" Oi, Père Aibanel. I
wiil say notiug cither," lie proceeds quaintly, "lof tic variety and abund-

auce of tic fruits whici grow here, becauseone aiould net como liero te
seek luxury and dainty oatiug (la déieatesse et la friandi,8e)." (Faucy
anyone going on such an excursion te pick bernies 1) IlWhat I commouly
saw were tic amaill fruit called bleuets (blueberries), littie red apples, littie
black pears (a sert of wild cherry, se callod by the French Canadians) and
plenty of gooseberries." These are tic cliaracteriatic fruits of tic north
shore of the St. Lawrence below Quebec, and our nortieru Laurentian
ceuutry generally.

Thon he bursts eut witi an entiusiasm. wertliy of a Macoun: IlThey
deceive themacivea who believe ti climate uniniabitable, wietier from
tic great cold, tic ice and snow, or the lack of wood fit for building and
fuel. They have net accu tiese vaat and thick foresa, these beautiful
plains and broad meadows wiici border tic rivera in rnany places, covered
witi ail sorts of herbage, adapted te the grazing of cattie. 1 can positively


