
BOOKS AND NOTIONS

MAGAZINES.

T H E Canadian Magazine for Deceniber
has an iimiproved caver, an increased
number of illustrations, and is printed

on better paper. Moreover, the matter is of
greater quantity and o higher qlu ility than
usual "George Stewart's estimate of Thor-
eau " is an ai ticle worthy of the best paper in
the world. The articles on "John lrown in
Canada,' " Hudson's lay," and 'TIe Thou-
sand tslands," are distinctively Canadman.
A shit story competition, c!osing March
ist. is announced, and four cash prizes are
offered.

With an issue of 2 to pages, Th- Arena in-
augurate's ils eleventh volume Articles by
l'roi. Max Muller, Count Leo N. Tolstoi,
Rev J. M. Savage, B. O Flowerand a story
by lam'in Garland, are worthy of special
notice. 1t is well worth the price 50 cents.
An important feature of tht January number
will be à symposium on " How Lust is Fus.
tered by Legislation ; or,our Age of Consent
Laws." Frances E. Willard, Helen Gard
cner, Emily Blackwell, and others, will con
tribute. Walter Blackburn Harte will con-
t,ibute a social story, "A Drama in Tat.
ters."

The Century's Christinas Number bas a
pretty cover and an admirable list of con-
tents. Wiliam M. Sloane's " Life of Na-
poleon" continues, and is charming reading.
Several Christmas stories are bright and
timely, while ithe other fiction and the heavier
articles make this a rema'kable issue.

The i5.cent Cosmnopolitan is still with the
rest. Its illustrations are just as artistic. and
even more irresistible than ever. Rudyard
Kipling, Mrs. Ptirtoii Harrison, Wm. Dean
Howells, KatrinaTrask,and Albion W. Tour-
gee. contribute stories Ali are well-known
in Canada, with the exception of Katrina
Trask, and anyone who reads ber charming
little story, entitled " The Hall-Mark," will
not soon forget her dainty imagination,
ber delicate perception of the finer human
feel ngs, and her broad knowledge of the
workings of the human mind.

The Overland Monthly's three.color cover
is bright and taking. San Francisco's pro-
duction is thus up to the times with its
holiday number. The contents are brighit,
entertaining and pleasing.

The December Outing bas an article on
the Japanese theatre, which is very bright.
Football is given considerable attention,
while the fiction is suitable. The illustra-
tions are among the best of the month.

The Christmas number of The Art Inter-
change is a delightful one, and carries the
spirit of the holiday season througli its
pages. The number opens with an engrav.
ing of John La Farge's scene of the Na-
tivity, at Bethlehem, followed by the second
part shoa ing "The Arrivai of the Maci,"from
the double mural painting in the Church of
the Incarnation, New York, accompanied

by"AChristmas Hymn,"by Richard Waitson
Gilder, which seeis alnost to have been
written for these pictures. An apprecia.
lion on Mr. La Farge foillows, which re.
cognizes hini as a genius of no commun
order. rhte color plates are uinusually hand-
soie ; being a capital picture of kittens,
" Out o Miischief," fron a painting by
Lambert, and a brîlliant panel of Violets, by
Mary E. Hart, both of which will be enor-
mously popular.

BOARD OF APPRAISERS NEEDED.

A change in the administration of Customs
affatirs is badly needed. Mr. Wallace, the
Comptroller, should give his acting commis-
sioner, Mr. Walters, soie othet belth for
which he is better adapted. le is said to
be an excellent accountant, but fron a lack
of practical business knowledge is unable to
give an intelligent decision on questions
constantly submitted to hin for a ruling.
The thing is s) bad that the Departiment is
afraid ta send out his decisions for dit uni-
fori guidance of collec'ors genera'ly. The
result is that every port has a rating of ils
own. A case in point is Tie Delineator,
the fashion journal. At many r oints il comes
through fret of duty. At others Sac. per too
copies is charged, while at Toronto $3.)o is
the rate.

A Dominion Board of Appraiser is needed
ta decide upon all such points. In many
cases a Comptroller such as Mr. Wallace,
who bas had years of experience as a gen-
eral merchant, can deal intelligently with im-
portant matters Each trade, however,
should be represented on such boad. 1 he
book and stationcry trades should have at
least one good man on il. We could name
several who are n w in the business who
would make very capable apprai ers.

THE CANADIAN ALMANAC.

Dealers are now selling it, and making
money on it-that is the best recommend-
ation ithe trade can give it, and this cannot
be given to every alananac published in Can.
ada. The Copp, Clark Co. use the trade
squarely on thi ublication, and this is re.
ciprocated.

The almanar has, behind its beautiful
cover, many new features this year, they not
having all been used up in the previous 47
issues.

The publishers were fortunate in securing
an article from Dr. J. G. Bourinot on " Can-
adian Parliamentary Plrocedtre." The doc-
tor, who is a world.wide authority on such
matters, describes in plain language the work
of a session, and tells us how our laws are
made. The ses ies of articles on the defences
of Canada will be found interesting. They
comprise: ' H.M. Regular Forces in Can-
ada," " H M. Ships on our Coasts,"' The
Royal. Military College," " The Defences of
Esquimalt," and "The Fisherits' Protec-

tion Service." A timely article on the
Canadian Sault Ste Marie Canal, with a
map of the district, is also of interest. Sta.
tistics ofmIl dit British colonies and posses.
sions throughout ithe world are given, with a
map iof the world, showing British territory
shaded. A study of this list shows to bat a
great and powerful empire we belong. The
statistical and directory portion oi the alman-
ac 4s complete, accurate and up.to.date. and,
altogether, il is more vigorous and nieri-
torious than ever.

TRADE CHAT.

T 1 E net profits of the Canadian Pacific
Ratilway for October last werc St,oro,-
247, an increase over those of the cor

responding nonth for last year of $63,8:a.
Tiiese figures are the largest net earnings
for any month an the history of tht road,
with the sngle exception of October, 1892,
wlien the figures were $S,o:-4 502. Taking
into consideration the prevailing depression
and the difficulties in which so many Amert-
cans roads have found themselves this year,
the record is one of whiclh the Canadian
Pacific Railway authori es are justly proud.

Our " Boolk Reviews " are unavoidably
held over until next issue.

rhe book stock of the Williamson Book
Co., of Toronto, bas been nearly ail sold ai
auction.

E. E Rogers, of Oshawa, has not made
bookselling pay, and his father is liquidating
the claims against him.

The liabilities of Moses S. Hall, Fred.
cracton, N.BI., previously reported, amount
tu about Si oooo, with only 54 ooo assets.

Thos. Il. Hall, bookseller. of King street,
St. John, N.B., has assigned, with liabilities
of some $5.ooo and Sîo,ooo assets, with
$4,500 preferences.

J. 11. Kenner, the popular Stratford book.
seller, was married last month ta a lady in
that city. lis father, who is a clergyman,
performed the service.

Ansley, Sons & Co., Parry Sound, have
sold their book, stationery and watt paper
stock ta John 1). Laurie. They will confine
themselves ta the grocery branch of their
business.
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