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LIBEL LAW IN QUESEC.

0 say Iat lte law- of libel in thre piovince of (Qiueber is
old-fasltioined is putting tie case very mild. says The
Montreal Gazette. Il date back to te time wIen news-

Impers vere nlot, antd iideed doe. flot recognise the e.xistence of
lewspapevrs as such at ail. i n the view of tite civil law of this

province, a newvspapber is exactly in the position of any private
individual wio choose-s tu circulae news about bis nteighbors.
It has no more dignity fer privilege in Ie eye of the iaw tian
the ntitn on the street or tie most irresponsible feiiine gossip.
No well-coditicted nespaper would daim any e.travagant pre-
rogaitive: it would nut wish to be a licensed slanderer, or to in-
fringe on the jusi rights of any privat- person : but il is cvident
tit a newspaper has a dutyand responsiility tl ite p ublic which
otuglht tu CnrV with l lent cer:ain privileges. In Englii 1aw a news-

paper is acknowiltdgtd t ha% e two riglhts (t ) the right to give a
fair report of a publici meeting : () the îighit to make lair coi.
ment oin mlutters of public interest. A bill presented t tlte

QteCC iA.gislauure by .Mr. Auge proposes to establist similar
rights for tie ntewspapcrs of this provin -c. Its main provision
is the exenption front proceedings for !ibel of fair and accurate
reports of the tmeetings of public bodies. The privilege is not
to be granted without dite precauitios. I is provided that any
person who thinks himself injured by suci a report may demand
as a right hm th newspaper te i publication of "a letter or
stateient bly way of Contradiction or exialtion of sucil re-
port :" and if site newspaper refuses Io inscrt this letter, it will
be unable to sel Up ite dicfence of a fair rexrt." It is further
provided that no personal rnghtt niow existing shall le curtailed,
anid tite section shall nlot be ield to protect - te publication of
any> iatter nlot of public concern. and lthe publication of vhich
ts nlot for tite public bietelit.* .\nother important section sets
forth dita in a libel action it siat lie a good defenîce
that tie facts stated ivere true and publisied in lte
public interest. These are tite two chief provisions ut the
iili. and il is nlot sen how any onle can object to tihemît. Tlie
othier sections are mtîore technical and of les, public interest.
They provide for tite consolidation of libel actions whici are
groutnded ont lte sante catse of complaint. and allow a ns.-
paper to plead ini ltitigation of damages t at lte laintiff lias
aliready recivered fromt olier nespapers in resp-ct of te sam e
libel. This is nteces.sary to protect newspaps froi tie îrtrtiek.
lig li iibcl actions of whiich Iltey have Somtelitties been lthe
nectimis. hlre have iee cases whetr lite Ilhe persin lias
miade a title gold mine ouiut if is vrongs. Joturnaîlists are nlot
tmfallible, and occasionali one f tiei ges h.ldt tf a tale that
cannot afteriards lie substantiated. The offiender imta% be guiliy,
but if he cannott lie proved so. tite news.tapers are calied upon
to) offer hiiimt consolation for iis .vountided feelings in lthe
shape of Ieavy damages. Under Ite sysiemi lby wiicih
telegraitic news is supplied. ait iipoirtantt iett is pttblihiited
i a score t newspapers n tlie amie da. .% site law at plres
ent staids int titis prosintte a ierstin aggriesed ta recoser
tiazoages front cadi and everonit- o tiw nespaprs as if titat

niewspap.ier was Ilhe finl% cine- that had pbl)ished thet liblC.
Newspaptrs l iti want an unreasonabie privileges, bi the

hat a right lu .sk thai the <iúeulti-s under ichthir wuork Is

e.rned oi shtould be recogiliedl. Th'lie 'ott-luniies nake mis
takes, antd il is tily rigit litat in suîCI cases lte' sbulîtd b)e
called uîponslu t make tair replaratiotn . but eit-re is siNpl a
mnistîk.e and eerhm ttinible is bn dni to> correcl il, il
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is lot fair that tie nevspeaper shIould be ftied in lcavy
dlaiages. Wlere malice is siownî, or il is proved that a per-
soit ias suffered ini pocket or position, daiages mtay fairly
be gient to lite full extent suffered : bt tiere is nto reason
wiy a libelled person should have " fancy " or " sentimental "
dainages oi the supposition thiat lie libel lias hurt his feelings.
No respectable nsewspaper wili publisi wiat it kinows to be
failse, and nothing short of thait demiands vindictive damages.
There are cases wlhere the publication of a report seetis uirgently
deianded ins tie public interest, and yet il is impossible tu

prove tiat it is absolutely correct. If ti legal proof offered by
site newspaper in court fails short i otne or two particulars. ai-
though lthe report may be substantially correct, tlie person
libelled can sth recover daiages. in fact, ins a libel action ini
titis province, alil lite disadvantages are oit lte side of the
newspaper, and libel actions are soinetinies tidertakent
by. way of spectilation. If tue plaiintiff gels damtages,
lie is sure of lis moniey : but if lte ncwtlspaper wins, it
is by no means sure of its costs. This is nlot as it should
be, and it is boutnd tu restuit inl disadvantage to tie public. .\
newspaper cists tu protect tite public interests, anîd athtintg
that tends to prevent ils being conducted efliciently is a disad-
vantage to tie commntunity. Newspapers should be encouraged
ratier tuait otlierweise to unnask those wio pray upon the pul.
lie, but a newspaper which undertakes this duty in lthe Province
of Quebec runs a great risk of hurning ils Çtingers. Mr. Auge's
bill w'ill remtedy somte of these grievances, titougi lot all; il
wilil ai any rte give hlie iewsspaper a legal position, and will
recognize that it ias public duties. responsibilities atind privi.
leges. Wien titis is once establisied, ncwspapers wvil] be able
tu go into tite lav courts with a better chance of getting sub-
stantial justice, and in course of tinte lthe .egisiature wvill prob-
ably sec ils vay to reîmedy otiier grievances, whici NIr. Auge's
bili does nlot atteipt to deal sviti.

RECEIVED.

HRISTI E, lite printer, ]ives in lrandon, Man., antd lie is
Shustiler. le does a huge book and stationery busi-
ness, a good printing husitess, owns a big square block

in lthe town, weli built up ith hoses and stores, and, liastly,
Iblisies a palier. Thie Christias iumtiber of this paper, viici
i cailled l1te y presumnably becaise il is printed Oit iwihat
is kntonsi as eyesigit paper, was a beauty. "ite cover is one of
the imtosi iandsonie pieces of colored border wîork thai we have
seen ini Canada for sonse time. It is striking and well secutted.
althouîgi il muist be acknowledged tat in easteri Caniada lthe
rage for tihis class of work ias almost passed a.ay. The sup.

p.lemlient is a nieat piece of Vork, being photographic Views of lthe
city of lirandon. 'Tie reading matterand iliistaations are choice

.pted Bros., Toronto, have a neat folder, bcaring oi teite
front page - i eailti, lappiness and Prosperity,"'aid oi lite
third page, Vishing Vou a Bright and iajppy New Vear.

.\pted lîros.. *Ioronto." It is onl1y 311 by 32 inches, contains
no advertiseeniut, is simple, chaste, unosltentatious, yet chiari-
inig in ils simpilicity. Ordinary New Vear circulars are to it
Viat lthe gaivdy daubs of an amateur artist are t tlte handsoie
Niadonnas of ait Aneo.

The J. il. Mel.canCompany. 1o Front street cast, Toronto,
Iase issued an atvertisig ooklet whici is strikinig. odd and
ntea. It is striking ini ils mîethod of solicitation, odd ins ils
ilustrations, and neat it ils letter press and cotor work.
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