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CHARGE OF TIE LIGHT BRIGADE.

Any particulars concerning the famons
sschiargo ' at Balaklava, during the Crimean
war, which Tennyson has so finely immortal-
ised in vorso must ho of general interest,
although it is now eeveral years since the
gallant Six Tlundred 10de up to their death,

whilo
awCannon to right of them, enninon ta left ofthem,
Cannon in front of them, volley'd and thuudered,”

Wo gladly give place, therefore, to the
following personal and graphic necount of
tho afthir which has never before heen made
publie. It camo substamially from the lips
of the Earl of Cardigan, tho Commander of
the Eleventh Hussars ot Balaklava, in 1834,

who actually led the celobrated {** charge,™
and was related to Mr. Stephen Masset,
during his recent visit to England, after he
had recited Tennyson s stirring epic to Lord
and Lady Cardigan, wit! an effect which may
be casily imagined by all who have ever
hoard his recitations,

At about one o'clock on that memorable
day, after tho Heavy Brigade lud heen
attacked by the Russian cavalry, the whole
of tho cavalry division was considerably
advanced towards the enemy. and the Light
Brigade had been ordered to dismount to
relieve their horses. Suddenly they were
again ordered to “mount,” and aide de-
camp Captain Nolan cane forward, and
told Lord Lucan, commanding the cavaley,
that the Light Brigade were to attack the
Russians in thevalley. Tord Luecan rode up

to Lord Cardigan, and said: It is Lo
Raglan's order that the Light Brigade x; l(;
.01

attack tho Russinns in_ the valley.”
Cardigan replied, saluting with his swond ;
& Cartainly, iy lord, but you will allow me
to inform you that thereisa Russian battery
in front, and one on each flank. while the
ground on the flank is covered withriflemen.

Lord Lucan answered: “1 cannnt help
that, it is Lord Raglan’s positive order the
the Licut. Brigade is to attack them.”

Lord Cardigan then formed his, brigade,
of five regiments, with three regiments in
the front line and two in_the S(‘l:(l])(l: when
Lord Lucan ordered Lord Cardipan’s awn

the ovder for the attack, when Gon. Seavlett
said that ho had just ridden over Capt.
Nolan's body,

Lond Cardigan then lad his  brigade
counted by his staft officer, and found that
there were only 1495 men present out of 650,
He then immediatly rode off'to LordRaglan
to report what had taken place.

‘The first thing that Lord Raglan said was
“What, sir, could you possibly mean by
attacking a buttery in front, contravy to ail
the usages of warfare, and the custom of the
serviee 7 Il replied: “My Lord, | hope
vou will not blame me, for 1 received a
positive order from my superior ofticer in
front of the trrops to attack them, although
I wasquite well aware of the unusual comse
of proceeding ordered.””  Lord Raglan then
enquired what he had done, and was told
that he led the Brigade into a Russian bat.
tery. that he had ridden up to the Russian
cavaley, that he was not followed by the
hrigade, that he was wounded and nearly
dismounted, and had some difliculty in
zoetting away from o number of (‘ossncks,
that the brigade was nearly destroyed, there
now being only 195 left out of 65, and
finally that the whole aftair had oceupied the
brief space of 20 minutes.— Gazelte.

Apropos of sending out  reinforcements
of British troops to meet any new Fenian
emergeney, tho New York  7imes says :—
The cable dispatch of this morning which
announces that the British Government will
immediately despateh a large body of troops
to Canada to repel threatened Fenian inva.
sions from the Umted States, is the most

extraordinary and incomprehensible news
we have yet over the submarine wire. There
is nothing in the world more unlikely at
this time than a Feniun invasion of Canada.
No sueh invasion is threatened by any hody
outside the madhouse, nor so far as we
kuow, by ambody inside one. The
Fenins — gave up all  hopes  long ago
lihvvating Ireland by way of Canada: and
moreover they have as little hope of whipp-
ing the United States troops who guard this
side of the line, as of whipping the bold vol-
untecrs who guard the other side.  The Eng-
lish Government need put itself to no ex-

regiment, the Eleventh Hussars, back. < e
to form a support on the left rear of the first
line. TLord Cardigan immediately ordered
the advance. After going abont <ixty vad.
Capt. Nolan yode obliguely across the front,
when a Russian shell fell upon the mound
near him. and not far from ford Cnidiean
Nolan's horse then wheeled about and  ca-
ried him to the rear. and Lord Cardigan led
the brigade down to the main battery in
front, aboutone mile und a quarter distant.
On arriving at about cighty yavds fiom the
battery, the fire beeame very severe. and the
officers were considerably e§¢-xx¢~¢] and Jitd
to be ordered to “he steady. )

Lord Cardigan. atthe head of his biigade,
passed close by the muzzle of a gun, which
wns fired as he entered the battery, and 1ede
forward through the Russian lunther earvia-
gos until ho came up close to then hn‘(\ of |
cavalry. 1is brigade did not follow jum, ;
and hewas attacked by two Cossacks. slizht. ’
1y wounded, and nearly dismounted, but he
fenced them off, and gradually retited fiom
them and others who were attempting to
surround him. When he got back to the
battery his command had retired and diver- |
ged to the left, and he slowly retreated unul |
he met General Scarlett. commanding the
heavy brigade of eavalry.  Ile told lum that
the Light Brigade was (!’cstroycd, and men.
tioned tho fate of Capt. Nolan, after bringing i

pense to defend the New Dominion from
Fenianinvasjions.  Itismore likely that they
will have to defend the Pope agninst Presi-
dent Roberts, wito has lately Leen holding
counscl with his encmies.

ATERRIBLE BEDFELLOW.,

I lonkad at my neighbior with considerable
curiosity . 11is face indicated a man of not
over thirty years—a period at which men are
«till young—bhut his Jhair was as white as
ficsh fallen snow.  One seldom sces, even
on the heads of the oldest men, hair of such

immaculate whiteness,  He sat by my side
ina o of the Great Western Railenad, in
Calaada, and was looking ont of the window,
suddenly turning his head, he caught me in
the act of staring at him—a rudeness of
which ¥ wa< ashamed.  1was about o say
words of apology when hequietly remarked ;
—*“Pon't mention it, sir. I'm used to it.””
The frankness of this observation pleased
me, amd inavas) little while we were con

versing o terius of familiar acequaintance

shup, and before long Lie told me the whole
story. 1 wasasoldier in the army of In.
dia,” said he, “and, ss i3 often the case with

the roldiers, 1 was o was a littlo teo fond of
liquor. One day I got drunk, and was shut
upin tho black hole for it. I slumped down
upc the floor of the dungeon, and 1 was
Just dropping oft' to sleep, when T felt a cold
slimy shape crawling across my right, hand
ag it lay streched out above my hend on the
floor. 1 knewat once what it was—a snnke !
Of course my first impulse was todraw awny
my hand ; but knowmg that if [ did so the
poisnous reptile would probably strike its
fangs into me, 1 lny still, with my heart beat.
ing in my Lreast like a trip hammer, OF
course, my fright sohered mo instantly. |
renlized all my peril in its fullest extent.
Gh, how I lamented the hour that 1 touthed
liquor! In cvery glass of liquor thero is a
serpent s but it does not come to everybody
in theshape it camo to me. With a slow,
undulating motion the reptile dragged its
carcars ucross my fuce, inch by inch, and
eropt down over my bLrenst and thrust its
head inside my jacket. As { felt the hide-
ous scraping of the slimy body over my
cheeks it was only by the most tremendous
cffort that I succeeded in restraining myself
from yelling loudly with mingled terror and
dizgust. At last I felt the tail wriggling
down toward my chin; but imagine what 1
felt at my heart, if you can imagine it as I
realized that the dreadful creature had coil-
ed itself up under my jacket as Ilay, and
had secmingly gone to sleep, for it was, still
as death.  Evidently it had no idea that I
was a human creature: if it had it would not
have acted in that way.  All snakes are co-
wardly, and thoy will not approach s man
unless to strike him in self-defence. Three
hours I lay with that dreadful weight in my
bosom, and each minute was like and hour
to me~like a year. T scemed to have lived
a life-time in that brief space.  Every incid-
ent of iy life passed  through my mew-ry
in rapid succession, as they say 1s the case
with a drowning man. I thought of my mo.
ther, away in old England ; my happy home
by the Avon : my Mary, the girl I loved, and
never expected tosee more.  For no matter
how long 1 hore this, I felt that it would end
in death at last.  1lay as rigid as a corpse,
searcely daring to breathe, and all the while
my breast was growing colder and colder
where the snake was lying against it, with
nothing but a thin cotton shirt between my
skin and its. 1 knew that if I stirred it
would strike, but I could not bear thismuch
longer. Even if I succeeded in lying still
until the guard came, I expected his open
wg the door and coming in would be my
death warrant all the same; for no doubt
the reptile would sce that I wasaman ns
soon as the light was let in at the door. At
last I heard footsteps approaching. “There
was a rattling at the lock. It was the guard.
He opened the door. ‘The snake—a cobra-
di capello I now saw—darted up its huge
hooded head, with the hidecous rings around
its eyes, asif about to strike. T shut my
eves and murmufed a prayer.  Then it glid-
ed away with swift motion and disappeared
in the darkness. Istaggered to my feetand
fell swooning in the arms of the guard. For
weeks after | was very sick, and when I was
able to be alout 1 found my hair was white
asyou now sce it. Ihave not touched li

quor since.

————————
ArmivaL.—Assistant Commissary General
Palmerlasarrived in Montreal, and entered
upon the duties of his oftice.
| The 20th Regiment will he moved to Up-

, per Cana la enrly next month, after which
jthe I4th will probably le mcved to dlon

| treal,




