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MISTAKES IN BREEDING AND FEEDING IIGS.

Theo pig differs from all other kinds of stock in
its iunbility to control hegt. The horso centrols
it by sweating, cattlo, sheop, dogs and poultry
by opening the mouth and lolling out the tongue;
but the hog does neither, but wets the skin arti-
ficially by rolling in the mud. ‘This peculiarity
does not arige from a dirty propensity, but from
nocossity, for really the hog is one of the most
cleauly of animals, his instinots rising higher
than any other in regard to self help. But
the mistaken iden that ho is a dirty animal,
deserving of veory littlo consideration, results
in great Joss to the owner. Give him a chance
and he will make a bed that many a tramp would
onvy, but is too lazy to make. Cleanliness, with
a dry warm bed, is hog nature; and the farmer
wko keeps hogs and don't conform to this law in
their nature wnust suffer the consequences in his
pocket.

It is a mistake to suppose the same amount of
food will produce the same amount of pork in
cold weather that it will in warm, for the reason
before stated that part of the food is used in keep-
ing up the beat, thereforo it is a mistake to put
off fattening hogs till the cold weather has set in,
as is frequently done. Hoge will utilize milk,
whey and other slops, but to get auy beuefit,
they must be warm, as if very cold there may not
be enough of food to do the heating. Any breed
of hogs that is very aciive is bad, all their run-
ning and chasing about is at the expense of food.

It is 2 mistake to keep pigs more than ten
mouths before they are made into pork. To kill
at from eight to ten months they should be forced
along from the first, bearing in mind that it is
much cheaper to put on a pound of flesh on a
young growing animal, than on a full grown fat
one. In tho case of beef it is supposed the extra
quality wakes up, but I don’ think the quality of
pork increases after it is ten months old.

THE BEST GRASSES.

At the present time, when the permanent pas.
turs question is engaging the attontion of the
leading Canadian agriculturists, we present our
readers with o short description of the principal
varieties of grasses uzed in agricultore, whioh we
hope will not be without interest to farmers who
intend laying do—u land permanently to grass.
The prevailing practice sanctions the use of
nothizg but red clover and Timothy ; with an
occasional addition of alsike clover and orchard
grass. ‘These are unquestionably among the best
for tho Canadian climate; bat it must be borne
in mind that the family of grasses is one of the
largest and most varied in the botanical world,
and from among the hundreds of onltivated var-
ieties it would indeed scom strange if only some
half-a-dozen were of any agricultnral value. Many
prominent farmers have concluded that a number
of o.Jier sorts are equally as valuable for perman-
ent pasture or hay as the popular sorts ; and it is
the moro oxtensive cultivation of these varieties
which wo advocate. For several years a well-
kuown seedama.n, Mr. Wro. Rennie, of this city,
has been testing the qualitios of different grasses,
clovers and forsge plants, on lus farm in Mark-
hem, and he informs us that he finds many sorts
guite equal to any of tho varieties which have
heretofore becn cultivated to any extent in this
country. Tho following list contsins desoriptions
of the most promising varieties and those which
have proved to bo valuable ss hay or pasture
grassor

aarostis vurcanis (Red Top).

A popular variety in the
Eastern and New Eng-
land States, where it is
oxtensively sown in con-
nection with Timothy for
hay crops. Will grow lux-
uriantly on almost any
soil, and for permancnt
pasturs 18 one of the best
of Amorican natural
grasses. Flowers in June
and attains the theight of
about cighteen inchLes.

AGROSTIS ALDA, OR STOLONIFERA (Creeping Bent,
Fiorin, Rhode Island Bent, or White Top).

A varicty differing principally from the above
in having s white flower, and being of a more
creeping or stoloniferons charaoter. The pre-
ceding is recommended in prefereuce to this for
all purposes oxcept producing lawns, for which
agrostis alba is particalarly adapted.

ALOPECURUS PRATENSIS (Meadow Foxtail),

is & spreading percunial found in all the best
natural pastares in Burope. It is one of the
earliost of cultivated grasses, flowering in May,
aud grows to greatest porfection on well-drained
soils of medium texture. Is valuable chiefly on
account of its permanent nature aud producing
broad, long, soft and slender root leaves which
arc oaten with avidity by sll kinds of stock, and
which, when cat or eaten down, imwmediately
grow up again. The seed of this grass is very
hight, weighing onty from six to eight pounds
per bushel. Meadow fox-tail must not be con-
founded with tho annual grass-weed which grows
80 coxtensively in the neighbourhood of farm
buildings.

ANTHOXANTHUM ODORATUNM (Stweel Vernal Grass).

This fibrous rooted perennial grows to the
height of about eighteen inches, and flowers in
May. It is perbaps the only vartety which is
fr: 7rant, and to its presence many of our best
pas...cs and meadows owe much of their charm.
Sweet Vernal will thrive and produce a consider-
able hulk of herbage on light loams or soils of a
medium texture, but on black prairie soils it soon
dies out. The seeds are quito nervous and when
spread out on & cold board, or ona layer of  °b,
have the appearance of being animated. Owiug
to tho extreme lightness of the seed—ten pounds
per bushel—it should be sown with heaviar seeds
of other varicties.

DACTYLIS GLOMERATA (Orchard Grass or Cuoks-
foot).

This is one of the best
and most widely cultivated
of all grasses. 1t grows
rapidly, obtaius the height
of from three w four feol,
and its power of enduring

7). tho cropping of cattle com-

K mends it highly to the far-
mer’s care. It blossoms
about the same time as
common clover, and ear-
lier than Timothy, conse-
quently it is well adapted

varieties of hay crops.

for mixing w.th these
FESOUE GRASSES.

The Fesouo family of grasses comprises a num-
ber of the most valuable species in oultivation.
Thoy nave bsen grown successfully for nearly
two ocentaries in England, and their cultivation
on the ocntinent dates to & pariod even earlier.

FESTUCA DUMuBcULA ([lard Fescue)

is one of the most valuahle and imnportant of the
Fescue tribe of pasturo grasses, aud its presence
in hay is generally indicative of superior quality, -
It comes very early, retains its verdure during
long continued drought 1 a very remarkable
mauner, and is ono of the bost of pasture grasses.
All kinds of stuck eat it with avidity, but espeoial-
1y sheop, which always thrive well on the succu-
lent herbage it produces. The plant grows about
fifteon inches high, and will succeed on almost
any good soil. Does nur arrive at maturity fox
two or three yoars, after which it formns a thick:
bottom. Festuca Urina, or Sheep’s Fescue, is also
a valuable variety. In the renowned natural
pastures of South-eastern Russia, the sward is
largoly made up of this grass, and the hillsides
on which it grows are, in the summer soason,
covered with flucks of sheep driven thitber by
herdsmen from all the surrounding country. It
grows from »ix tv ten iuches high, in dense per-
ennial rooted tufts, forming excellent pasturage
for cattle, and particularly shecp. It flowers in
June and July. In produce it is inferior to some
others, but deficiency in quantity is more than
counterbalanced by its excellent natritive qual-
ities.
FESTUCA PRATENsIs (Meadow Fescue).

This is the most popular of the Fescune tribe
and deservedly so, as it is one of the earliest,
wost nutritions and productive of our natura
grasses. DBoth in its green and dried state, it 1
esgerly eaten by all kinds of stock. It is espeoial-
ly suitable for permanent pasture purposes, and
is more adapted to moist than dry soils, but it
constitutes & very considerable portion of all high
class pastures. The hay from it is plentiful and
of excellent quality. There are ssveral obher
varietics of Iescues, but the foregoing are the
most popular. Fescue Elatior or Fall Fescas, is
similar to Meadow Fescue, but taller and special-
ly adapted to moist soils. Fescue Rubra, or Red
Fescue, is a creeping rooted variety, specially
suitable for sowing on loose dry soils, and for its
endurance throughout severe droughts.

PHELUM PRATENSE (I'tmnothy).

The well-known Timothy grown for hay by
farmers in Canada.

POA PRATENSIS (Kentucky Blue Grass).

This variety is also known
as Junc Grass, but differs
slightly from a native Cana.
dian grass which is frequent-
ly known by that name. I
should form a portion of all
mixtures for Permanent Pas-
ture, and altbough it thrives
best on dry soils, it is also
adepted to moist situations,
It requires several years to
become well established in a
pasture, but when well-rooted
will yield an abundance of excellent feed. All
kinds of stock eat it with avidity. It should also
beincluded in a'' mixtures for lawns and plessure
grounds.

poA NEMORALIS (IWood Meadow Grass).

Grows from ono and a-half to two feet high ; has
a perennia), creeping root, and an crect, slender,
smooth stem. Its chief value is in that it will
produce a good crop in moist, shady situnations,
where it frequently grows quite tall. Cattle are
fond of it; it is succulent and nutritious, and is
perhaps the best variety for sowing in orchards,
under trees, and shaded sitnations, either for hay
or pasturage, and for parks wnd pleesure grounds.



