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Christnmas camnes but once a year and a gond mnny people
flot by anv means pessialîsts îhîak that is ofîca enough. There
arc a fcw (ather-beads, ne doubt, îvbn would lîke te bave a
Christmas ail tht yeat round, but these featbcr-heads are
usuaily peuple who cat and drink and dance in other people's
bouses and at other pcoplc>s e\pense. Hoise-keepers who
began te prepare foi Clîitna a fortniglit before tht day
came, whc did a gîcat deal of vrk and spent a gond deal cf
mey in getting ready for tht holîdays, are, as a rule, qoite
satisfied wvith one Christmas in a year. One îs better than
twa for ail sensible people. Tht surniner hohiduys will inake
anoîher break în tht year's wonk, ané these with Enster, and
tht Queen's birthday, and Dominion day, and tht cîvîc hoi-
day and Thanksgiving day furnish about enough ai holiday
for any man who bas a sounâ mind in a saund body. Ail
work and fia play makes Jack a dulI boy, but ail play and no
ivork weuld make hîînan idiot.

Municipal ciection.-, like Chrisaias, cumie oniy once a
yean and thase who bave meost te do %vih îhem %vill îhink that
is often enougb. Possîbly icteierecr a fcw people tu Ontario
lasî Monday cvenîng who thought once was once toc often-
Cf course vie must have local goverrameal, but once ta a twelve-
montb is quite eaough te bave the turmaîl and exctement,
and perhaps bid blond, that always attend thte xercîse cf the
franchisè. Thert are a few fnals ini every cominunîly who are
neyer so happy as whtn an election cf saine kînd is goîng an.
They mont thet vave and for a lime arecenspîcucus. I'hty
speak lood ia tht corner groery and have a better audience
than in a quiet tisne. Tht> have a gond excuse for ieaving
home in tht evenngs. There are aIso a few knaves ta every
municipality who -ontrive ta make an honest penny oul cf
their votes or in same othier equally honest îvay. These two
classes lave elections, and would lîke lu sec the exciîemcnt
kept up ail tht year round. Tht> are neyer happy except
when the community is in a lurmoîl. If îbey ever think of
leaven il is as a place whtrt there is a perpetual generat
lection ging on. Geed citizens are always giad whtn any

excitement is over and business and secili lfe gel back ta
their regular channels.

Chrismas and the tlections are over. What neal r bolid
work say ive. And there is much lasting pleasure fer a
healtby mnd in said werk. Of course Chrstmas enjcymcnt
is vtry nice-for ont or two days. It is pleasant ta set the
mambers cf tht famiiy conit home and help te e.îr tht Christ-
mas titrley, pleasant ta neceive and gîve a fcw bandsomt
Christmas boxes, pleasant ta mecl friends, pleasant ta have an
apportueity ta help tht poor and do kind deeds ta aur neigb-
bours-aIl that is pleasant and geod-buî il is lau gond te
last long in a wold like ors. We cannae long beip athers un-
less wt wcnk and help ourselves. Out ability te help others
depeeds largely on our ability ta belp aurselves. Thetfellows
who sigh for Christmas ail tht yean round neyer hlp any
gond cause vtny much- Their efforts are mainiy directed ta
brneging up their mustachios and parting their bair ia the
middle. Tht people who do mest ta make Christmas bappy
are tht people wha ork tht hardest during thetrest cf tht
year. If there were ne such peonle Chrismas would not bc
wetb having-

Those of us wha have te werk sheuld bc prefoundly thank-
fol that work may hacinade a source a! pleasure. Atter ail
nothing brings as nmach iasting pleasure as duîy wei-dis-
charged. Tht dischangt of even an unpltasant duîy afîcen

brings tht meost exquîstc pleasure. There are few more pili-
able sights than an idie man trying ta enjay himself. An idle
woma's effort is net rmuch betlcr. Tht sensation a rnan bas

whcn he knews ha bas dont a gond, bonest day's work îs
about as pleasant as any sensation he ever bas. Tîrcd he may
be but the fatigue that cames tram a successful day's wonk is
sweet ccmpaned with tht languor cf îdleness.

Much is said ln these days about tht cvii effecîs c( aven
work-especially cver-work cf the braîn. Men are sometimes
said ta have avertaxed their brains wbo neyer wcre sertously
suspecttd cf having any brains te over-tax. ion onteiman in
any calling that wears cul ten must rubt out. If a prapen
equilibriumn is kept up betwetri mental exertion and physîcal

extrcise iî s almost impossible to over-work a healthy brain.
Tht brain îs thet oughesl organ ta tht human body. Worry
often desîrcys the brain and thteilervous ystem but woiry
aed work are entirely different îhings.

Wonk te becf aay permanent value and ta brîng any lasi-
inpeasure must bc dent alcng tht main line cf duîy.

ibere are mnanv side-tracks on which ont 15 ottea tempîed ta

go off, but sîde-track wonk should hc carcfully wached lest il

injure tht operations on tht main line.
A lawyer's main line work is law. His sidt-track work

is politics.
A mtrchant's main-ine work is ta sci gonds. Hîs side-

track work is te speculate a little, talze a seat la tht coucil
and varlous matters of that kind.

A minister's main lîne wcrk is la prcach and attend ta
pastoral visitations. His side-track wonk is ta go ta confer-
ences, conventions, chuoch courts, anti-Jesuit meetings, cciii-
mites. tea-meetings and various ether meetings. Ont of tht
most frequent mistakes mînîsters makce is ta give sa niuch at-
tention te side-track operatiens that îhev get thrown off tht
main int. The verv people vile invite vou ta go on tht side-
track wiii be tht Orst te complain if yaur main-lina duties arc
neglected. TLey rua you off bath tracks for doing what tbey
asked you ta do.

THiE CANADA PRESBVTERIAN.

PASTORAL LETTER.

Tht foior.ing P'asorat Letter lias been issucd by Rcv.
Principal Grant, D.D., Moderator cf tht General Assembly:t
To lhe Ministes:and illernbers of the Prsabyleian Chus-cht

in Canada :1
DiEAîUV hIIcîVFD R IITREN .The General Assembly

asked me te issue a pastoral letter for the purpase of pre-
senting te you the daims cf aur Home and Foreign Missions,
and cf entreating your prayerful consideration lu a con-t
dition cf tbings that should wigh beavily on the heart cf thet
Church.

TIIANKSGIVING.

First cf ail, let mue ask you ta jain in giving thanks ta Ged
for ail that Ht bias donc for tus as a re.united Church. Fi!-
teen years ago many tbought it unwise ta unite four Churches,i
separated by causes grave enough ta have warranted divisionsi
in former days, and extending over vast provinces sparsely 1
peopled and net then c onnected by rail. Tht resuit bas via-
dicated the palicy cf union as well as the pelîly cf '-ur
Churchi. Fret intercourse between bretbrea long csîrangcd
bas dissipated suspicions and created mnutual confidence. A
General Asseînbly represents ail Canada and differeat sides
cf îheughî and feeling, discusses questions on their mer-
its, and decides them on tht cemmon ground cf reascnanad
conscience. It listens te any minority that can urge its vîews
wth Christian temper, or ta any individual whe may be dis-
satisfied wtih the iudgment of the lower courts. r'he menm-
bership cf tht Church bas well nigh doubled. Sa bas ils
revenue Contributions ta educational, benevolent and mis-
sienary abjects have increased ini mucb greater proportion.
Our palrietism blas deepened, and we have drawn nearer te
sister Churches For these blessings-above ail for tht ia-
crease cf braîherly love and trust, for thte quckening of the
higher life in us, and thte'ider outlook we enjey,-let us
thank Cod and take courage.

VU11i1lES.

Tht Church bas many duties ta discharge ta maakind. It
touches Elle at every point froni tht craie ta the grave. ls
ain is ta sanctify tht family and ail social relations. Neither
the municipalîîy fier tht parlianent is common and unclean.
la tht idert community, baliness ta tht Lord will be written
on scbol and cellege, on trade and commerce, on mines and
manufactures, on evtrythiîng whcre man labours and learns,
%yhere habits are formtd and character is dtveleped. The
Cburch is mssionary fromt its vcry constitution. As tht bodv
cf Lhrist it carnies on His beneficent work tpon earth. As
tht depository of tht fitb, it bas a Gospel for the nuce, As
an association for common wership and the edîfication cf its
members, it cultivates spiritual life. and the essence cf that life
is love. As an army fer tht conversion of tht world it is
always militant. As a type cf the kingdom of God, it must
ever seek the extension of its borders and its own purifica-
tien. Like every living thing, il must grew, and na limits are
assigned ta ils develr.pmcnt save the ends cf thte arth and
humanity regenerated. Like the suns, notbing should be h8d
from tht heat thereof. Tht Church bas always been mission-
ary, but each age bas a werk cf its awn ta de. Whaî is aur
work ?

THE FOREIGN FIEI..

Neyer %ias tht world se opta as now. Neyer did aoy lag
fly on evcry sta like tht ned-cross flag. lit speaks peace ta
twe hundred and fifîy millions cf civilized mca le Asia. To
every nation and tibe il represents that individual liberty and
civil nîghteousness which aur fathers learned from Holy Scrîp-
turc and testcd in the scbool of life. Blind must he be who
secs ne indication of thteiill of God in thest sîgns of thet
limies. Tht Cburch is called upon ta enter at an opta doci
wîde as tht wcnld. We have net been wbolly diseibedient te
tht cati Devcted men and women have gane fromt us ta tht
South Sea Islands, ta Trnidad and Demenara, ta thc îeeming
millions cf India and China. and ta tht decayang abirigina
tribes cf aur own land. These missianaries are doing aur work
for us on tht well-undcrstood modern pnînciple cf division cf
1 ibour They arteor agents and representatives. Consîder-
ig tht difficulties they have ta encooniter, and that we and
they h-ive ta learn by mistakes and failures, wenderful results
have been accomplisbed. This is net the placfýto gîve details
but every one who can should nead tht report cf tht Foreign
Mission Commuitte. Every minister shauld master thein and
give the substance te bis congregatîca on tht Lord's Day, so
that rnne of aur people wculd be witheut an inteiligeat coni-
prehension cf what is attcmpted and what is dont in aur six
forcign fiplds. But it is flot cut of place te say that 1 kaow

per'iJ, îmost every ont of these missionaries, and--
speakisîg with great joy cf heart and with sincerity es in Gcd's
sigh-I testify that they are wortby tht fullest confidence cf
tht Churcb. Nowhere is there a body ef meaniaort aniaiatcd
by tht spirit c f tht Master. If we desert theni, we shalh be
destrted.
THE HOME FIELI) AUGMENTATION AND HOME MISSIONS.

Tht wold is opent ecvery Church. ButwvhatCbunch bas
a Haine Field like ours ? And wbat place is se sacred as
home? Here I must fiat speak of ail tht depanîments cf
Christian activity that bless the land, and tbat talcen together
ceestitute a mighty river, companed with which our agencies
for tht conversion cf heathcndom are but a tiny nill. I con-
fine myseif ta that ane ta which tht Genenal Assembly bas
dîrected attention, in its twa forms-the augmentation cf stip-
ends whcrecocngregaticas are tae paon ta give $75o a ycar for
tht support cf andained ministers, and the formation and cane

UANti'AYthîsi, sgo.

of mission stations whert the people are tco scattercd ta bc
organized jeta regular pastoral charges. It is difficuit ta --av
which of those two abjects is the more important. Together
they constitute aur one indispensable work as a Church, on
the successful prosecution af whicb cverything eise depends.
With regard ta the first, 1 may state that since October, 1883,
wben it was commenced ia tht western section of the Church,
a bundred and flfty.eight supplemented charges have became
self.sustaining. Is any other argument needed ta prove that
the Schemc bas been worked wrll, and that it stîmulates self-
help ? At the present moment a hundred and eighty anc
charges morc arc aided (rom east ta west. Witb regard ta the
second anc or two facts may be mentioned Tbree hundred
and seven missionaries are employcd; and in the North-West,
witbin the last seven ycars, congregations and mission stations
incrcased in nuînber from 129 ta 473. Some litle imagina-
tion on aur part is needed ta appreciate the elaquence af
those figures. 1 once heard a member cf the Church, who
bappened ta corne in contact with the spiritual destitution of
a remote section cf the cauntrydcclaim indignantly concerning
the Church's neglcct of its flrst duty. lie was almost willing
ta scnd an agent forthwitb at bis awn expense. That gentle-
man reprcsented thousands wbo do noîhing, but whn, in the
circumistances, would feel as be feit. 1 askcd him ta multiply
bis one sectinn by bundreds. ta remember that thp Church
bad ta care for ail alike, and ta consider whether ini the past
he bad donc bis duty ta ail. lrethren, 1 ask you ta study, if
yau can, a cancrete case. and from it learn a litile of wbat the
whole vast field mneans. \'au will then be in a position ta
understand what your share of the work is.

Cl tIMS OF THE NORTH

1 bave refcrred ta thc North-west, becau-e in that region
lies aur mast important fild for thc next ten years. Without
a single Presbytery at the Union, it is now ccctestasttcatty
oiganizcd as a Synod with seven Prcsbytcrics, including Col-
umbia Almost every year bencefortb aew Presbytertes are
likely ta be formed. The area in thc United States for free
gratnts available ta settiers is weil nigh exbausted, but the
stream cf immigration froni the Fatherlands and thc aider
States and Provinces will cantnue ta flow. That living streanm
must flnd its wav ta the great vallcys cf thc Saskatchewan and
the Peacc, and ta every fertile aook and corner in the [and.
Thai destiny cf Canada depends on aur faithfulness at this
tme \hat an inspiring responsibility ta be cast. an a
Cburch ? It should lift us high above evcrything petty. The
Sybil is offering us ber nine valumes, representing as many
unbarn Provinces. Each year's neglect nicans thc rreparable
loss of a volume ta the Church.

rHF OLDER 1PROVINCES.

Nor shouid or thoughts tbt coafi-iel in the North-west.
In Cape Breton, in the Presbytcrics cf Miramichi and St.
John, ia Quebec, ia Kingston, in Barrie and Algoma, on the
Paciflc, in almost cvery Presbytery, are Jamilies and nucL.î cf
farmers, fihermen, miners, lurubermta, saine longing for the
ordinanLes of religion for themnsclves and their children, athers
indtfferent and tberefore ail the more ian ned. These people
are not paupers. They are the Church's children away out
in the wldcrness. They are the pioacers cf aur country.
They contribute more per family out cf their deep paverty for
the maintenance ni the Gospçl, wheaever it us taî 'y presented
ta theni, than many cf aur largest cangregations In the end
thcy will be aur strength. Blessed is thc Cburci. .hat bas its
quiver full cf thein. It will be the Church cf the land. N~
lect themn notw and what shalt the barvest be ? 'T or
childrcn, a day cf grief and cf desperate sorrow.

A CRISIS.
There is a special reasan for this letter. It is flot too

mach ta say that we have arrived at a crisis in aur work. The
reserve fond cf tht Home Mission Conimittee is exhausted.
Tht Committees of bath Home and Foreign Missions are in
dcbt-not ta a large extent, but for a sufficient amount to cmn.
barrass, and ta render thcm sadiy deafte appeals which ought
flot ta be disregarded. Wc can easily meet thiý; calcf duty.
God bas net led us thus far ta cast us off and take His Holy
Spirit from us. Ht bids us Le forward. every man keeping
rank. There must be organization in cvery cengregation. Tht
question must be put te each member cf aur Church: Is net
this your duty, ne matter what other things you are doing or
lcaving undone ? Penctrated with the conviction that God
is with us, 1 commend aur missionaries and the wark they
are deîng for us, at home and abroad, ta your prayers, night
and morning, at the family altar, and at ail other limes wben
prayer is wont ta be made.

Bretbren, in the faith and fellowship cf the Lord Jesus
Christ, suifer the word of exhortation. I speak flot cf my own
motive, but by instruction of tht Churcb. God bas been very
good ta us. Neyer was a pe.2ple mare truly blesscd. Ht
bas given us a broad land ful cf hiâden tmasure, a climate
that makes labour sweet, privileges for whicb aur fathers
bled, and great enlargement ta preach Mis Gospel. What
shaîl we render unto Him fer those benefits? Althat wcate
and ail that wc have. This will be aur wip 'jtm Thus
shalh it be well with us. Thus only shahl we enter inta the
uich inheritance of Mis grace. Oîherwise ràr toils and aur
successes shall be in vain. We may h-.*p up silver as the
dust, anîd fine gold as the mire of the strtets, but we shall net
prasper.

Tht grace ef tht Lord Jesus Christ, and tne lave oi Gad,
and the communion cf the Haly Ghost bc wiîh yau ail

G, M. GRANTr, ioderator.
KingSion, Nov. 15, ro,89,


