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Elhould for the present tfaite an aparhnient
soiiiewherù in the viciîîity of flic central
past-offie, as thie letter -%as to be addressod
ta the Poste re.e/ante. Slhortly, hie toolz bis
departure withi thoe boys, leaving Julia ivith
lier parents. The latter vcre saiew'hat
surprised at the co]ldncss botivixt thecir
daughter, lier hushanmid, alid elluldren, but
thiere was soinetlingi in Jiasniaunor
,whielb forbade quostioning, so tlicy con-
tellted theraiselvos witlî the pleasure of ba-v-
ing lier w'ithi thora again, and miade no
lernark.

M. Theadoro calleid upon tliera the next
mnrigsaid hoe had hoon, ta the Posle

restnt, but foundI no letter tbere, and thoen
b;(d Jua adieu for awhiile, as bier parents
vere goin1g baclc to Saint Denis, and suie
with toî

Tilis ré6zmion witlî thoeir dauglîter, so long
iiticipaItedl w'ithi thoe oagerest inîpat i-

ence, was a straqng eoxporienlc to the
sgcd parents-ani o.perence not witli-

()ut a secet raingling of -wonder, disappoint-
nient, and soir. Twcenty ycars before,

dînM. Bouvier, by aýl stries of losses, be-
cinie straiglitenled ii ]lis ilcans, she wIvas
t'ilen by lier imacle to accouapany hixi anda bis
children, lier cousins, fa Aniorien, slie being
thion inx lier tvwolftlî yoar, Er',er since thiat
urne, onc ste-ady, lon-sustainled hiope and
desire, lhad formed tlie undcr-ciiîrreîit af the
da.ily tlolauglts of tlicir traliquil l'eaîev
thehiope and desire of seeing lier, oflie.aring'f
lier talkz and si-a-, of beirig united f0 lier

agî.And now, at leniîgh, shoe had1 coine
liome. liat lier cauaiig liaà produced no
festimnl-eitlier in dcod or in sentimienit:-it
wIs a strango, incomlprebiensible dis.tpploint-
ment. They coîîld iiot uîaderstand lier, ni'
tell the mîailing or symipatliiso with ble
bliaviaur. Iler life wnithi tîmin soenîcd ta

ae. stiflcd aganly: sho was likeo ane io at
the saine tinie, ]oved and drcadcd tlcîîî. At
tinies shec haîf shirarîk froa thocir ondeir-
ments aîîd caresses; at athers, slie would
keep lýy lier faitlier's sido -ii curiaus
?rtini.eîty, and lio rcstlcss anîd fearfîmi if lie'
îmoî-ed aNway froin lier, and caurt lier
maather's kiîîdwarls and nlesie lier spirit

ktwvixt tlieirs likze one in scarcli of comîfort
and consolation. Day aftcr day, slie cona-

plainled la 'w long it wvas fa wvait b)e4oro a
letter came froua. Aniericai, ilid flînt slîc
s1hould lame na resi fui Tlicadare hiad re-
ceived anc and broiiglit if ta lier.

After soiiîe dla.ys spent; in tlîis painful
iiinnner, aud grawin- constaîîtly tlîinner and.
paler, slie bccaii cxccedingly ill, and mis
oblicd ta be kept in lier bedroonii and
nursed].

The Bauviers -were g-reatly troubled, and
kiîcw not what; fa t1inik or do. AU was
mysterions anîd Sad. It sened as if the de-

volpeucuftheangry brcaiting forthi of
somne inexplicable trag-edy were at biaud,
bet-wixt Julizx in lier sielk bcd, Thicadare in
]lis aparfmcnt near theo post-ofice, and flue
lettor caiing froua Aîîaerica.

Thie renimnibrance of thoe stranger w]vio
had spoken of Juhia at thie railivay lerminus,
cauîîc into.M. l3otvier's inid. AIl at once
lie rcolîeted tlue portlirl)ed voice and look,
tlhe pallid face, amil anxiaus oye, and thoc
tliouîglt siotc Iiiîii Ihiat lîec .saaolrin
ia the dark chiain. But as Vot, lic raid
nothin-g for lie fcared lie iighit do no god
in coiuiluicnting thoe eireuîiustaîices ta lis
-%vife, and lie lid pioîsd tirw Souaie-
fbmgii straungo iu t1at; eagerly cxacted pro-
m)ise !-to s:îy notliing fa Julia. On flic
atlier lîand, thle stranger liad promised fa
couic and sec tluenm, aîudi, wvcre if for weal
orw~oe, tliat iiiay dIo sonicthing tovards fhie
elucidatjonl aaad sotthin Cof inatters. As for

aaeBaiuvier, she -mas cjuite bel'ilacrcd,
but, in lier own mind, belica'ed f1it
Theodare anid Julia had lost thieir affection.
for ecb otlier,-thaý-t thie former, ta -Çvlioiin
madame liad. taken % diqlilkc at furst sightf
hand blliaved harslily fa Jul-1, thlough'I Julia
would say aaothing about ittît. i fact
flieir union liad bocoie an unlmappv one,
and thaIt tlîe Lest thirîg- tliey could iio-%' do,
n-auld ho ta ea:ac-î gaing back fa
Amoerica. or -w'herea'cr ho liked, and Julia
rcnaaining with thiei.

A.t lcigýth, uow cM.Bouvier founud flhc
renacuibrance of biis interview avitha flue
stranger rcsf sa hcaa'ily upon ]lis mind and
hecart, fluat lie coîîld k-ccp silence uo
langer. To Madam(«.iie Bouvier lie canfided
a.1l, e e'on from tlie straîmgcr's first rocognis-
inig huani by Ilis hikemiers fa Julin, to tule
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