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Religions Stistellanp.
The Triumph of Truth

BY RBV. JOSHUA MABSDKN.

' Tie built on e rock, end the tempest msy rave ; 
lit solid foundation repels the proud ware ;
Thou Sa'su bimtelf should appear in the ran, 
Truth smiles at the rage of the iufi lei’s dsn.

Like the inn going forth iif hit mighty career, 
To g a Men the earth and illumine each sphere, 
Tae chariot of truth shall in m«jetty roll 
O’er climate, isle, ocean, to each distant pole.

A glorifi-d course it shall nobly pursue, 
Kuciroling with radiance both Gen ile and Jew ; 
And millions of heathen», their idols despising, 
Shall bask in it» beams and exult in it» ruing.

The shadow» that cover the region» of Ham 
Shell vanish or dime with the light of the Lsmb, 
Eicu lovely green i»'a id that game the ealt wave, 
Hi. truth shall convert, hit philanthropy tare.

Already a glory bat flamed ii the West ;
? or negroes with spirituel freedom are bleet ; 
The palme of the South show ils beautiful blase 
And the Boreal pines have been tipped with its 

raye.

A voice in the desert, a vo ce in tie wcod,
A voice o’er the moan Win and billowy fl od ; 
Thy glory is come, abjeet heathen, arise,
And shine as a new risen star in the ikies.

A star in the East is to millions displayed,
Whose glory has suck the proud crescent in 

sh.de ;
O’er the darkness of nations for ages forlorn, 
Bright truth ia diffusing millennial morn.

O’er paged and altar the Gospel has blazed ;
Toe brahmin has wondered, tl.e Mussulman 

geied ;
Tbs vision delightful shall Salem behold,
Ard under or.e shepherd the world be one fold.

The aign of the croit ha» appeared, the blest 
sign,

And faith has deciphered the motto divine i 
He must reign till the nations in homage bow 

down,
Tfce wicked bit footstool, believers his crown.

Life’, liver of crystal shall everywhere flow,
Till flowerless deserts a paradise grow ;
And wilds, bleak and barren, burst out in the 

gory
Predicted by seers in prophetical story.

“ The record " denounces that Babel tha t fall ; 
Fans, idol, motque, minaret, temple, and all 
The strongholds of Satan to ruin be burled,
And glory shell cover our desolate world.

The wicked may fight with Jehovah’s decree,
And the sceptic may write that it never shall be ; 
But the fingers of time on it» dial shell etup,
E’er one promise prove false or one prophecy 

drop.

Go, stop it, proud «corners ! Alas ! it is vein ; 
You may as well tie np the winds with a chain ; 
Or the start, or the tides of the ocean control, 
Or fuss the vast icee that rivet the pole.

This is what conscience says. But a lion .. 
there. 1 tbeli displease him—perhaps drive 
him ewey to tome other Church. Oh, these 
lion» I But go, servant to God, and do ycur 
duty to that man. God will step the mouth of 
the lion ; and you will have gained yuur bro-

A Lion in the Way-
Every person who aim» at doing good, finds 

obstruction» lying diiectly aorosa his path.— 
Natural indolence is one. Doing good is np 
hill work. It calls for effort and self denial.— 
It sometimes demands all the energy a man 
sen summon. The lietlees, lazy, selfish dispo
sition says, It’s asking too much of me. It 
is easy thus to give Christian duty the go by 

.jüfi le eve its discharge to more heroic spirit».
Another impediment is e belief that it’s of no 

use. We decide tbne ere an attempt it made. 
We give the devil credit for more strength 
then is poaseeeed by Amighty God. * The 
trong man armed ’is in oar view capable of 
holding the citadel ageinet the strongest par
ty in the universe. Bo we sit down end do 
aotbing under a conviction that it’s of no use 
te try . By an intimidating unbelief, we suffer 
the devil to have all thing» hie own way.

Again : we dread opposition. Knowing that 
men are not in favor of religion—that some
times they ere bitterly opposed—we retreat 
behind this cowardly idea, and ait still iff inac
tion. • It will do more barm than good,’ eaya 
one. How do you know that ? Perhaps you 
are mistaken, the enemy of all good may 
have sent this lion acre a i your path to frighten 
you back from duty. Go forward and see if 
the lion isn’t muzzled.

Another barrier to Christian oaefulneea lathe 
belief that we are not adapted to do gooi in 
certain directions. It may be so. But bow can 
ws kr.ow until we have tried P Let us in God’s 
strength, go to work ; and if we fail, the respon 
aibifity will not lie at our door. God accom
plishes some of Hie mightiest wotks by hie 
weakest instruments.

ILLUSTRATION».

Herr, for example, is B clergyman who leys, 
‘ 1 preach and preach, end yet my words seem 
but as idle talee. None are converted.’ Don’t 
you know why ? Peihepe you are not follow
ing up your preaching by personal and individ
ual application. Many a man is effected under 
preaching; b.t the enemy is there to catch 
ewey the Woid, or the rush of worldly things 
drives it cut of the stul.

Go to the bearer, on whose face yoh have 
lean depicted » solemn interest. Talk with 
him on the subject. If the way ia opened 
pray with him. And very likely you will |»in 
that soul.

Ah ! but this ia herd work. We know it is. 
hut preaching ia not worth much without it.— 
Wl asked an old clergymen once, why it was 
that so many ot the influential men of his par
ish were church members ? • I’ll tell you,’ 
•aid he ; • I went to them personally, sat down 
with them ; inquired into their spiritual state 
and preyed with them. In this way by God’s 
bleeiicg, they came into the Church.’ It ii the 
hand to band conflict that does the work.— 
Long reaching guns are apt to misa the mirk. 
Again, the Minister soliloquises. That man, 
I we, is going astray. He comes no more to 

. lhe pra; er-meelings. He is evidently growing 
vorldly and lceing hit relish for divine thing». 
1 ought to go to him and affectionately apprise 
him of my faire.

ther.
Tne Sunday-school teacher saye, I am discour

aged. My effort» seem to bs lost on my schol
ars ; they are to frivolous and careless.’ But 
iet me aak, have you made each one a subject 
of prayer ? Have you taken them apart and 
talked with them ? Have you itudied the 
character of inch, and applied the truth accord
ingly ? Perhaps you have thought that simply 
setting with teem an hour and teaching them 
the Scriptural lesson was enough. More than 
this ia needed if you eter expect to sse them in 
Christ. There mnat be deep perrons!, prayer
ful interest with faith in G, d end correepcnd 
ing labor. ■ But thin in hard writ,’ you e»y. 
Of course it ie. But that is just what ia needed 
Dou’t let the lion take possession of the path.

‘ 0|v «igh« one, « 1 wish I knew how I 
could do some giod Whet a useless life I am 
leading ! Well what hinders f Have you 
prayed earnestly for direction ? « Yes.’ V-ry 
well then, look around end see over whom God 
hae given you sn influence. Some of them are 
impenitent. Go to woik upon them, and see 
what, by God"» help, cam be dine for their sal
vation. This will be taking up a cross, we 
know. But the cross ia the way to usefulness 
lake it up, and d< n’t ait moaning any longer, 
that you have nothing you can do for Chris'. 
Look out for these lions —Christian at Work.

Tho Doomed Man.
Tnere ia a time, we know not shea—

A point, we know not where,
That marks the destiny of men 

To glory or despair.

Tnere ie a line hy us unseen,
Which cro.eee every p.,th—

The hidden boundary between 
God’s patience a ad His wrath.

To pasi that limit is to die—
To die as if by stealth ;

It do.-a not quench the beaming eye,
Or pale tne glow of health :

The conscience may be still at ease,
The spirite light and gay ;

That which ia pleasing still may plena,
And care be thrust away :

But on that forehead God has set,
Indelibly, a mark,

Unseen by men ; for man as yet 
It blind, and in the dark.

And yet lh« doomed man’s course below,
Like Eden, may have bloomed ;

He did not, does not, will not know 
Or feel that he ie doomed.

He feels, he knowa that all ia well,
And every fear ia calmed ;

He lives, he die», he wakes in hell,
Not only doomed, but damned.

—J. Addison Alexander.

My Appointment-
BY A YOUNG MINISTER.

The Conference of 18—was juat over, end I 
held in ay bend an official copy of the étalions 
for the ensuing year. Having been from home 
for a fortnight no previous communication bad 
reached roe, and it was, therefore, with no email 
degree of interest that I searched for my name 
among those of my brethren. I woe greatly 
disappointed to find it associated with a circuit 
which wee generally considered to be one of the 
hardest and pooreit in the colonie». 1 had flit
tered myself that the Conference would have 
sent me to a station occupying a more dis in- 
guiehed position, especially as my present parish 
was one of vary herd labor.

A few moments' consideration would have 
convinced me of the sinfulness of the thought! 
and feelings 1 was indu'ging, and of my duty 
and privilege logo wherever I might be eent, but 
my mind was too ui settled tor any such medi
tations ; in fact, 1 did not feel fit for lengthened 
meditations of any sort, being «most overcome 
with fatigue. Presently I fell asleep, and as y 
ilept I dreamed.

I was in the Conference listening to the first 
reeding of the stations. At length my name 
was announced, K., K P. 1 was surprised, dis
appointed, vexed. K. was only a third or fourth 
rate circuit, and cue which I considered b-neath 
my abilities as well as my desires. Moreover, 1 
bad received an invitation to the flourishing cir
cuit of B., and my mind was set on going thither. 
In the afier sitting of Conference I sought herd 
to secure an alteration of my appointment, and 
also tried to exert some influence over my bre
thren in private. For some time my effort» were 
unsuccessful, and 1 wet almost giving up in 
despair, when a sudden and unaccountable 
change took piece. All opposition to my wishes 
ceased, and 1 wee unanimously “ put down ” for 
B. Being in high spirits I felt ready to attribute 
the marvellous reacli >n in my favor to en in
terposition of Divine Providence.

Suddenly the scene changed. I waa in the 
comfortable heme of my new nation, where 1 
had been laboring for some few month». The 
favorable reports received an 1 the high opinion 
formed by me of this circuit were fully berne 
out by my personal experience of it. It wee 
not very txteraive, wse wealthy, had several 
elegant churches, and ranked among the first in 
the connection. Moteover, m) salary was good, 
and my home commodious end well-finished, 
wnile my position gave me prominence among 
my fellow-ministers. 1 bed witnessed, also, 
some degree of success in my labors ; spécial 
serv ers had been held in eeverel places, end 
about forty member» added to the Church. Yet, 
notwithstanding tf.eie thugs, my mind waa not 
si rest ; a mysterious uneasiness pc ssessed me, 
which has now increased by the thoughts of the 
past hour. I was disturbed, and pained to dis
cover that my preaching was less aimed at all 
classes of aina than of old ; that I was more loth 
to rebuke iniquity in certain individuals ; that I 
waa not so contented under trials incidental to 
the ministry j and that prayer was not eueb a 
delight, and the Biol# so precious, ee in former 
days. True, the difference at present wa* not

or did not teem very great, or might cot have 
beeo discernible to others, yet it caused me 
pain'ul eppreneneioti I eat it should be the pre
cursor of a «rester evil. A cloud tested ever 
me wh eh not only veiled, but in some measure 
hid, God’s g ory from me, end I feared lest it 
should increase and thicken, aid bring my soul 

i into darkness. 1 wee eleo conscious that, though 
somewhat aicceiaful in my present circuit, my 

! succès» wee not at nil equal to that of previous 
yssrs. As 1 set engaged in these contemplations 
the scene once more shifted.

I use now in the K. Circuit, the one to which 
Conference wished at first to send me. B-port 
bad spoken pietty correctly of this place also. 
The chapels were small, and, though neat inside, 
not of the moat pretentious appears nee without ; 
the minister's residence was far inferior to my 
own t the circuit was very large requiring a great 
amount of labor to work it efficiently j and the 
people were g«nefally of bat small means. But, 
though eaternally the circuit presented no show 
of greet prosperity, its internal appearance (if 
I may to term it) wee fer different. The con
gregations were crowded, the prayer-meetings 
well attended, and the classes ell full I learned 
that a revival had just taken place, end, in fact, 
waa still going on,.lhe a embers hsving laid hold 
of the idea that the salvation of souls ie not a 
work for a few months only, but for life. I in 
cidently discovered also that arrangements were 
on foot for the erection of one or two new places 
of worship, end for the improvement of the 
minister’s bous». Upon inquiring for the minis
ter I *av told that be waa in excellent health 
notwithstanding hfs abundant labors. From the 
manner in which be waa spoken of it was evi
dent that he was universally beloved. The eye 
of the invalid glistened and the pale face bright
ened when his name wee m-nlioned ; the sor
row-stricken end bereaved breathed a prayer in 
h's behalf as they toll of his kindoesa in the 
day of trial ; the po >r beeped blessings on hie 
head^j ard the children hailed hie coming ee 
one of the pleasures of their merry lives. One 
dsy 1 met him. We stood face to face. I gazed 
upon him end eterti d ; he was an exact represen
tation of myself. He said nothing, but handed 
me a book end disappeared. Ths volume thus 
mysteriously given to me was a history of my 
ministerial life.

Eseh page was divided into two columns, the 
one recording the actual events of my ministry, 
the other whet I might have done. I examined 
the whole. There was much to cause sorrow, 
hut there was much also which t Horded encou
ragement.

At length I came to the last page, correspond
ing to the year of my ministry in which I then 
wer. 1 was prepared, from the inspection of 
the preceding pages, and from the voice of con
science within me, to find many failures and de
fection», and even more than formerly, but the 
record amaied and confounded me.

Never bed I worked so feebly, never done so 
little, never had such alight success. But it wee 
the other column which overwhelmed me with 
confusion and ahem*. Tnere I reed e long re
gistry of labors and successes, fer exceeding 
that of the moat prosperous and happy year of 
my life, and, aa sorrowfully I locked upon it, the 
conviction se"x.d me that 1 had sacrificed all this 
at the altar of ambition ard worldliness. Sud
denly the Lord Ji-sus stood betide me. Tnere 
was » look of pitiful rebuke on his countenance 
which pierced my heart. He apeks. •• Thou 
hast chosen,” he tsid, aa he pointed to each 
column of the page which had caused me such 
aurprise ; “ thou hast chosen,” he tepeated, 
thyself bast t!ou chosen; repent, and do 
thy first woiks.” He laid no more, bat the 
tone» of hie voice conveyed so much of reproof, 
and yet to much of mercy, that, in humble con
trition, I was about to cast myself »t bis feet, 
when I discovered that he was g me. Just then 
I awoke weeping ; a Bible lay on the table near 
me ; I opened it end reed :

“ Ttust in the Lord with ell thine heart, and 
learn not unto thine own ui demanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, end he shall direct 
thy paths.’’ *• I have learned in whatsoever 
•late 1 am theiewiih to ba content. I know 
both bow to be abased, and I know how to 
abound ; everywhere and in ell things I am in
structed both to be full and to he hungry, hath 
to abund and to suffer need. I can do all things 
through Christ etengthem-thme.”

Looking once more at the “ station sheet,” I 
felt grateful that, as yet, 1 had never made any 
effort to alter my appointments, end as I knelt 
in prayer I «aid, •• O Lord, do thou choose for 
me, for, by thy grace, 1 resolved not to choose 
for myself. And if at eny time thy servants in 
confererce ««s-.-mbled should make for me an 
appointment which d rs t ot meet thine appro
val, overrule their etrur for thy glory and my 
good. Ever be thon my guide. Amen.”—Ck 
Advocate.

Perfect—through Suffering.
I kept for nearly a year the flieked shaped 

cocoon of an emperor moth. It ia very pecu
liar in its construction, A narrow opening is 
left in the neck of tfce Desk, through which 
the perfect insect forces its way, so that a for
saken cccoon is es entire »• one still tenanted, 
no rupture of the interlacing fibres having taken 
piece. The greet disproportion between the 
mesne of egress and the else of the imprisoned 
insect mike one wonder how the exit is ever 
accomplished at all—and it never ia without 
great labor and difficulty. It ia supposed that 
the pressure to which the molh’e body is «ob
jected, in passing through such a narrow open
ing, ia a provision cf name for forci eg the 
juices into the vessels of the wingi,’these being 
lees developed at the period of emerging from 
the cryealie than they are in other species.

I happened lo witness the first efforts of 
my prisoned moth to escape its long confine
ment. During a whole fotenoon, from time to 
time, 1 watched it patiently striving and atrug- 
giirg to get out. It never seemed able to get 
beyond e certain point, end at last my patience 
was exhausted. Very probably the confining 
fibres were drier end less elastic than if the co
coon had bun left all winter on its native hea
ther, aa nature meant it to be. At all event» 
I thought I was wiser and more compas»ionite 
than its Maker, and 1 resolvedjto give it a help
ing band. With the peiot of my eeieeore, I 
•nipped the confining threads, to make the ex
it just a very little easier, and lo ! immediately

and with perfect ease, out crawled my moth, 
dr»«gi"g a huge swollen body, and little shriv
eled wings, la vein I watched to see that mar
velous process of expansion in which these ei- 
iently and swiftly developed before one’s eye» 
and as I traced the exquisite spots and mark
ing! of divers color» which were all theta io 
miniature, I longed to see these inane their 
due proportion», end the creature to appear in 
all ita perfect keenly, ee it is ie truth one of 
the lovelieet of it» kind. But I looked in vein. 
My falee tenderneee bed been ita roio. I; waa 
neyer anything but a stunted abortion, crawling 
psinfully through that brief life which it should 
have spent flying through the air on rainbow 
wings.

Tne lesson I goi that day has often stood —„ 
in good etead. ft has helped me to under
stand what the Germans mean when they 
speak of the hardness of Qod’e lore. I hare 
thought ofit often, when witching with painful 
eye», those who were struggling with sorrow, 
suffering and distress ; and it has seemed to me 
that I waa more merciful then God, and would 
fain cut abort the discipline, and give deliver
ance. Short eighttd fool ! How know I that 
one of these pangs or groans coold be spared V 
The far sighted perfect love that eeeka the per
fection of its object doe» not weakly shrink from 
present transient fuffeting. Our Fither’i love 
ie too true to be weak. Because He lovee Hie 
children He chastise» them, that they may be 
partakers of Hia holiness. With this glorious 
end in view, he spares not for their crying.— 
Msde perfect through «offering» ee the Elder 
Brother waa, the sons of God are trained up to 
obedience, end brought to glory, through much 
tribulation.—Family Treasury.

bear of the coronation and death of hinge. Death ' 
' ie the blech servant who rides behind the char
iot ot life. See life, and death is close behind 
K Death reaches fer throughout this world

six mission stations hive been opened in coo- question of co-operation with them for the re- 
nection with the central ehepel in the Rue Ho- generation of Italy, ini ead cf eatablishiog an 
quapine. At Asniares (the) Aral station on the independent Methodist million. 1 found tfce 
Chemin da Fer de 1 Ouest) there hat been Me- b:dy to be intelligent end orderly in the irai s-

and hath stamp d terrestrial things with the thodist preaching in cottage» for twelve years action of buiioear, and the men with whim 1 
broad arrow of the grive. Start <i«, mayhap;
H it said teat cor f! igraliom have been seen afar 
off in the ether, and astronomer» bava marked 
the funerals of other nor Ida—the decay of those 
mighty orbs that we have imagined set lorevar 
in sockets of silver, to glisten as the law pi of 
eternity.

The Calm Depths
Shallow waters ate laeily muddied. After 

night storm the waters of tne bay along the 
beach, stirred by the wind) are foul end black, 
with the mite end diiL But look beyond ; out 
the deep water—bow blue and clear itiaf Tne 
white caps on the eirfscs show the violence of 
the wind ; bit the wa’er is too deep (or etorme 
that sweep its surface to stir up the bottom. So 
in Chrietain experience. A shallow experience 
is east y disturbed ; ths merest trifles becloud and 
darken the ecu! whoss piety ie superficial ; while 
the most furious storms of life fall lo darken the 
soul which has attained a deep experience of the 
things of God. Tne agitation msy produce a 
sparkle on the surface, but in the calm depths 
of auch a spirit reigns eternal Iratquility, the 
peace of God that paaasth all understandinj.— 
Spectator

It Did me Good
An earnest, faithful Christian—formerly ot 

Boston, now of heaven—once had occasion to 
visit a aiek and dy i-g mao who had led an ir
religious life. He presented the Gospel with 
all plainness end fidelity, urging ita claims with 
all ths fervor of a w .rm heart, and the solemn
ity of a rapidly approaching eternity. When 
afterward» asked aa to the result of hie visit, he 
««id : I have no evideace that it did the men 
eny good, but it did me good ’

The expression, * It did me good ’ bee ling
ered in my memory till now. It ille.trntee the 
propuairion, that trying to do good ia beneficial, 
if the object aimed at ha not attained.

Wa may set e good example by maintaining 
a Christian spirit under great provocetioo, tr 
by persevering io labors under great difficult- 
iea ; and if it ia not felt and followed, we can 
«ay, ‘ It did me good.’

We may apeak of Jesus to an impenitent 
friend or etranger, end no impression appear to 
be made ; yet it is trill true, • It did me good.’

If we write a religious letter, sod receive no 
answer, or sand a book, or hand a tract, or en
close a leaflet in a letter of business or friend
ship, and hear nothing from them, yet we can 
feel, ‘ It did me good.’

If we visit the afflicted, the-aick, the dying, 
and hold up Christ as the only one who can 
comfort, beat, and save ; even if He be rejected, 
our pointing the sinner to the Saviour will in- 
creese our eeoee of Hie value to ue, end deepen 
our love to Him, we can say, • It did me good.’ 
Let no «inner wf& comae within our influence, 
go down to dea'h unwarned, uninvited, unin 
treated ; if he will perish, ee he treads the pstn 
way leading to hia1 own place,’ lit us direct bit 
feet around the base of Mount Calvary, and his

la the year 1864 an old wo.kshop or lumber, formed »n acquaintance were very pleasant and 
rolw was fitted up at a ehepel, and there we ready to communicate. The Synod wee com- 
have regularly held English services on Sunday poted of all Jhe ministeie and leo delegate» 
afternoons, end occasionally on week evenings- from each pirieb, and the form of government 
We hive also a flourishing Sunday-school. is Prtsby tsnal.' Tney seem to he pious, but 

It will be in the weollection of those who vie- not to have much of ihe spirit of propagandist!!, 
ited the Bxhibitoe in 1867 that not far from the They seem to be content io enjoy their liberty, 
Poms Repp wee an iron church where episcopal aa they now have tele ration. It wsa a rare 
services were bald. After lb# Ethibili in el ard privilege to be wi.h them for a few days aid to 
this iron church waa purchased by the Protsstaut see what kird of spirit animated them. They
Reformed Church, and planted at Pavay, a plea
sant anburb of Paris. English Method at ser
vice» are held io this church ou Sunday after
noon* and Thereday evening». At the Ternes, 
a populous district near the fortifient inns on tfce

have sixties parishes among the mounts ini— 
their old inheritance—and a lew in other par's 
of the kingdom. They claim a population cl 
about tuenty-sigkt thousand That is the num
ber of their adherents, and not of the Christians

western side ot the oily, the French Conference ,10 experience. Tnough not charged with any 
has erected a chapel with schools and minister’s official tespons.Liiity, 1 took it on myself to a’-
bouse. In this chapel services in the three lan
guage» are held ea at Rue E quapine, our Eng
lish services being on Sunday afternoon end Frt-

tend this meeting and settle, to my own satis
faction, the question of eo-operalion, which 1 
did, but wish not to give any expression to it in

day evening. At Su Dente, for eleven years the :this public manner. If the Church authorities

that greet light and that heavenly sound may 
remove all exouie for his being lost.

Having done this, we may eland peacefully 
by hia coffii and grave ; and while we mourn 
that he ie kit, we may eay of our endeavor to 
save him. • It did me j|ood.'—Zion’s Herald.

Immortality.
In a recent lecture, Col. Higginenn said that 

all his life he had believed in immortality ; be 
bad never had a doubgmbout it, and be waa sure 
aa one could be tba^it wee simply an instinct. 
People who, when in health, were lit» most horri
fied at death,lose all repugnance ee it approaches. 
He never heard of a person yrbo as the time of 
hia death drew near, was afraid te dll | and he 
bad seen death and b en familiar with dieeei 
By the various paths, the human race, in its va
rious tempersuunts, comae to the knowledge of 
immortality In proportion to they attain it 
their life becomes itrger\ end wider end they 
live on, regardless of the little fact of death. 
They leel euro that in whatever sphere they live, 
there ia somsthiog for them to do, and it make» 
little difference where they do it. When a per
son believes in immortality sincerely, it makes 
little difference to him whether he stays here to 
do some particular work, or goes somewhere else 
to do another. He ia like the sailor on board the 
ship, whose duty it is not to do bit own will but 
the will of hie master. A deep end abiding faith 
in immortality-makes fume and fortune alike in
different to us. When one lives nobly day by day, 
he feels that he may one day look back upon all 
his joys and emotion» hare,and say to hia compass
ion» in another sphere, • Do you renumber yon
der planet, where we once went to school toge
ther, and what happened in that school.

Life and Death.
Life is bat death’s vestibule, and our pilgrim

age on earth but a journey to ths grave. The 
pulse that preserves our being beats our deod 
march, and toe blood which circulate» our life ie 
floating it outward to the depths of death. To
day we see our friends in health | to-morrow 
we bear of their deoeiae. We clasped the 
band of the strong man but yesterday, and to
day ws closed hit eyre. We rode in a chariot ot 
comfort but an hour ago, nod in a few mere hours 
the last black chariot must convey ns to the 
home of all the living. Oh, how cloeley allied ie 
death to life f The lamb that sported in the 
field must toon feel the knife. The ox in the 
pasture ie fattening for the slaughter. Trees do 
but grow that they may be foiled. Yes, and 
greater things than these feel death. Empiras 
rise end flourish ; they flourish hot to decay . 
they rise but to fall.

How often do we take op e volume of history 
and read of the rise and fall of empires I We

ÏUligiûns InitUigtnrt.
Methodism Preaching in Paris-

BY REV. W. GIBSON.
The first Mathodiat preaching in Pari* was by 

Dr. Coke, in the year 1782. That prince of 
missionaries began a service in the French cap
ital for ths English residents, hut it waa net con
tinued. Shortly afterward auoeeedsd the times 
of tfce first Revolution, when the English fled 
frem France—the times of the reign of terror, 
the times of Danton and Robespierre, the times 
when the meets of Paris ware red with blood. 
Then followed that period, at the beginning of 
this century, when Franca attempted to thiow 
eff altogether the fear of God, and changed her 
churches into 11 temples of reason ;” a period 
the sad fruits of which have not yet pasted away.

During all this time, and through the career 
of Napoleon L, we bad no Methodist preaching 
in France. But soon after the settlement ot the 
affiirs of Europe in 1818, preaching by Meth
od's! missionaries was recommenced in Faria. In 
the register of baptisms kept by the English 
Wesleyan minister resident in Paris ia a record 
of one hundred and three baptisms of English 
children at Cbarantcn,* aubuib ot Paria between 
the years 1819 and 1824.

We may argue from this fact that there must 
have been a considerable number of Eogliah 
people, probably art sins, then resident at Cha- 
renton, aid that they cans under the influence 
ot our ministry. In the meantime William Toase, 
of honored memory, waa carrying on the work 
ha had begun among the French prisoners in the 
Medway ; and Charles Cook, whose name ia still 
held in graat respect, and who “ being dead yet 
tpeaketb,” had begun to «peek in French in the 
neighborhood of Caen and also in the South of 
France. Any oua who may with to become ac
quainted with the early planting of our French 
Methodist mission will do well to read the • Life 
of Chariot Cook,” by his son John Paul Cook. 
There ia not time to apeak particularly of the 
French work. Suffice it to tay that Methodists 
in England can scarcely estimate ita importance. 
The testimony tbst we have borne through our 
devoted and eelf-denying Methodist ministers 
baa done much to stay the tide of Rationalism, 
which threatened to oveithiow the Protectant 
Churches, especially in the South of Frenoe.

In Paris, French Methodist preaching, com
menced by the Rev. Mr. Tourgis, wee continued 
by succataivs ministers, sometimes in one part of 
ihe city and sometime» in another | and English 
preaching waa eontinoed regularly in the city 
(for the greater part of the time in the Rue d‘ 
Anjou St. Honore) until the French and English 
congregation» found a borna under the same roof 
in the Rue Royale, one of the most central posi
tions io Paria. Wa remained in the Rue Roy
ale for twenty years. In 1862, our new building 
in the Rue Roquepine, including chapel, lecture 
room, school», book-room, and two minister»’ 
houses, was erected, and in October of the same 
year the chapel waa opened for divine worship.

Tnere are many Methodists who have been 
over to Paria and «pent a Sabbath there who 
hare never yet found out the Mathodiat chapeL 
Tne moat charitable supposition is, that tboee 
who bava failed to attend our service» have bean 
unable to find out our chipai, although wa re
gret to lay that than are some, accounted good 
Methodist» in England, who, not able to find 
their way to the chapel, have managed to find 
their way on the Sunday to Versailles. For the 
information of Methodists generally let me tell 
how our chapel may be easily found. Suppose 
yourself near the Obelvk in the canter of the 
Place da la Concorde. We fix on tirs central 
•tailing point, for every one who visits Faria 
most know this magn.ficaot ‘ Place.' Take the 
Rue Royale leading to the Msdeleine, the finest 
Corinthian building in Paris. At the Made
leine is a junction of boulevards. Bear to the 
left along the Boulever 1 Milcaherbea ; take the 
fifth street to the left (Rue Rcquepine) and you 
are in front of the Mathodiat chapel. Let aene 
hereafter say that he cannot find the Methodist 
ehapel in Parie. W> have services in three lan
guages in our sanctuary every Sabbath day : the 
English service at 11 30 A. M., and 7 30 P. M., 
the French service at 2 30 P. M„ and the Ger
man service at 4 P. M., beside* Sabbath-acbcoli, 
claae-meetingr, and a French evening service in 
the lecture-room, so that throughout ths day, 
from halFpaat tan o’clock in the morning till ton 
o’clock at night we are declaring in the three 
principal languages of Europe, cur testimony 
tor the truth. We have also services in one of 
the three language» every evening in the week. 
Each of these week-even'ng service» begins at 
half-past aavtn or sight o'clock. The two French 
Pastors (brothAe Jaulmes and Emile Cook) are 
appointed by the French Conference j the Ger
man Pastor (Brothar Scbwars) is scot by the 
Methodist Episcopal Chereb from their German 
Conference.

On the peineipU of going, not only to thorn 
who want us, bet to tboee who want us moat,

residence of Mr. Isaac Holden, we hold our ser
vice» ia the very room in which there was Meth
odist preaching during Mr. HSlden’e stay. It 
bad become part ot the factory when it passed 
iato other hand» ; bat ao sooner waa the appli
cation msde to the present pr< prietor for the re- 
etoratioa of the ehepel to ita old purpose than it 
waa at ones accorded, and sow for five years we 
have bees cultivating this soil, for long very bar
ren, but bow, through God's bleating on our la
bors, becoming very fruitful, no that St. Denis, 
from being the most discouraging, hat risen to 
be one of the moat important of cur six mission 
stations. At Chantilly, iwenty-flve miles from 
Paria, we have now a fl uriahiug work. It ia now 
proposed to emplcy a trained schoolmaster who 
will also interest himself ia the spiritual welfare 
of the English stable-boys, who number at least 
two or three hundred, t"ranch services are also 
held in our Chantilly ehapel, and ours ia the only 
Protestant French service in the town. We 
have also a service at .Crail for the English 
people residing there.

Frras the Christian Advocate.

Italy—Religion—Methodiet Mis 
•ions-

BY REV. E. n. PILCHER, D. D.

Uavicg devoted mote than thirty days to 
Italy, and having given to it special attention, 
from paraooal observation and from careful in
quiry 1 am prepared to spsak with some degree 
of confidence in regard to ths elate and prospecta 
of ralig ou in that ooun’ry. Tnia field of apos
tolic labor has for a long season bean closed to 
evaogelis labor t but a change has been going 
on gradually at the people have become more 
awake to the ideas of civil liberty. Tney bava 
found that the existing form of religion, to a it, 
Romanism, it opposed to liberty, and is the 
friend of oppretaioo. T hey, 'therefore, are much 
disposed to reject it, and knowing nothing of 
Christianity except this, they have become infi
del in regard lo religion altogether. Romanism 
hat lost ita hold in the kingdom of Italy. Thia 
is shown in several facta ; aa, all forma of religion 
are squally tolerated by the government—much 
of the Church property has been confitcated for 
the use of the nation—the moneaterie* are ao 
far suppressed that no new cnee can be establish
ed—the priest» are no longer held in veneration 
by the people, for they are often treated with 
contempt by them—when they enter the railway 
trains they hardly receive the common civilities 
of society—caricaturas of Popery ere often post
ed up at the cornera of the streets, and enacted 
in companies. The»» all show that if Popary ia 
not dead it ia at least moribond—the ceremonies 
of the Church are little regarded and greatly 
neglec'ed. I was in Florence- the city where 
Savonarola and others suffered aa martyri for 
their opposition to Popery—on last Christmas 
day, and attended the moat important churches 
to aae how much interest the people took in the 
ceremonies of the occasion. Thu waa the lime 
when it was to be expected there would be the 
greatest rush of the people ; that if they did not 
attend on any other day they would ba there on 
this, to see the abowa. To my utter surprise I 
found the attendance very small. For instance, 
In the great cathedral tirera were priests in their 
moat showy veitmenti, officiating at four differ 
ent altars, and nobody paying any attention to 
them. Io one of the aide chapels there ware 
about fifty print» singing, chanting, burning in
cense, bowing end iha like—one of the interest
ing ceremonies of the day—and not to exceed 
fifty people besides ia the whole of the vast ca
thedral. I visited six or «even different church
es during the day, and found only two of them 
that formed an exception to this limit!d atten
tion, and they were not fulL Another thing at
tracted my attention, which waa, that among 
those who were there, there were but few who 
appeared to be of the more intelligent at.d re
spectable class of society, especially among the 
men. Again, I observed that when the intelli
gent and respect able appearing men came in 
they, most of them, paid no attention to cross
ing themselves with holy water and other cere
monies. They were there aa if to aae a show. 
Italy is in a sad state aa it regards religion ; for 
what of Romanians is there, is only a refined pa
ganism. I took a great deal of paioe to ascertain 
from personal observation, how mo oh of real 
Christian element there was in it, and found that, 
with the people, Mary waa the great object cf ad
oration and worship, and not Christ ; that all the 
ntadonoaa present her aa the glorious and adora
ble personage, and that the common people adore 
the images themaelvei, and do not use them as 
simple reminders, looking through them to the 
Divine Being above. There may be some who do 
so, but it waa evident to me the mass of them 
did not. Such ia Romanism, and such ita pros
pects in Italy. So it ia a proper field of mission
ary labor, and it ia sadly in need of it.

The Waldeoeian Church contain» the Protec
tant element, though they repudiate the title of 
Protestant, claiming to have been always inde
pendent of Rome and never having had occa
sion to protest. They seem to be pious and 
earnest. I had the privilege of attending the 

of their General Synod, held at La 
Tour, among the Alps and in the midst of the 
scenes of their former persecutions and suffer
ing». 1 attended with the view to settle the

desire any information or opinion 1 shall be 
ready to communicate, lo a former letter 1 
rrkrr.ed to such co-operation at a possible war 
of accomplishing the spiritual regeneration of 
I'a'y, but it waa designed te call attention te a 
sample possibility only, and not at the expres
sion of an opinion on the subject, lo that com
munication 1 also spoke on the auhjtct of a mis
sion to Route, aa I was informed by letter liom 
the United Slates that the appropriation was for 
that purpose ; but I have ainee received the in
formation that it waa for Italy, Italy is open to 
ua—to all 1‘roUstaele—and ought to he occu
pied. E.-rry thing attuu to be aa auepioioua ee 
we could reasonably expect. The government 
having confiscated much of the Romish Church 
property, it is to be aokl aheap and on long 
time, ao that now ia a favorable time to secure 
property, aid probably much more favorable 
than it will be a fow yean hence.

The way ia open, and Methodism seems to 
me to be better adapted to the Italian character 
than any other form of Protestantism. The 
people are warm-hearted and Impulsive, and 
have ao long been under the yoke of a spiritual 
vassalage they lead ihe li'e and love which 
form the great elements of Methodism. Still 
we should find two great obalaeiea to contend 
against : the infidelity of the higher and edu
cated cleaves, and the fanaticism of the common 
people. The cultivated classes have become in
fidel in regard to all religion. Aa they have bl
ooms disgusted with the puerile mummeries 
of the Romish Churth, and offended at ita opposi
tion to liberty, they have rejected that, end, 
knowing nothing of true Christianity, they very 
naturally have rejected the whole. The com
mon people are fanatical ; and though they may 
have no special love for Rome, they are not 
quite willing te see her set eeide. These are 
obstacles rhat may be overcome by patient and 
faithful labor. Lit the intelligent see that 
Christianity, instead of favoring oppression, ia 
the friend of liberty, and their opposition ia dis
armed and they are made friends. Still let ao 
one expect the sudden conversion of Italy,for Ro
manism has as strong a hold on the affsctlona 
and the minds of the people here aa ate#where. 
1 would suggest the commencement of this work 
at one# by selecting tome suitable locality as 
the heed of our operations, and tbo-opeeiagef a 
school for the education of youth. Tnia might 
be prosecuted very well while the missionary 
waa learning the language ao as to preach in 
their own tongue. I think mush good work 
may be done in this way while the missionary 
is getting ready to preach, sad ie a way that 
will not excite any special opposition la the 
meantime ha may form the acquaintance of gen
tlemen, and intrench himself io their good will, 
who will be of service when be gate ready for 
hit active work. The language, lor ell practical 
purposes, is so easily learned that the prospect 
of gettiog quickly at the active work of preach
ing is better than io almost any foreign country. 
What city should be aa leased aa the head of the 
mission it a matter of ao small importance ; and 
having visited ail the Important cities In the 
kingdom, and having examined the qieatien 
carefully, I have settled it to ay own satisfac
tion, but reserve any el pression of opinion till 
it may be ended for by Ua proper aether idea. 
This question is very intimately related to the 
one of eo-operalion with the Waldenaei ; bot 1 
have looked at io every possible aspect, and in 
that way have formed my judgment. Italy ia 
open before us, and it ought to ba occupied at 
as esrly » dsy as possible. The longer it is de
layed the more difficult it will be to get a pro
per footing. Others will have gene In, and we 
shall be regarded as intruders. Our Wesleyan 
brethren are in the field already. May auecoas 
attend them !

Geneva, Switzerland, Jan. 6.

" All the earth shall he filled with the glory of the 
Lord."—Hum- liv 21.

South Sea Mission.—The list Annual Re
port of the London Missionary Society, speaks 
of the wonderful triumphs of the Out pel in the 
South Seal. Bead the following extract and 
rejoice
“ Tire South Sea Mission lies deep in the affec

tion of the Society’» friends. Seventy years 
bava passed tinea the first mission arias ware 
landed by the Duff on the Island of Tahiti — 
After long trial oi patience, amid a most de
praved and corrupt people, heathenism gave 
way, the Gospel triumphed, and the Society la- 
lands became Christian, lo 1823, Rarotonga 
was di.covated, and tfce Harvey Lai and», now 
conUiniog the brightest group* of our Chris
tian churches, ware evangelized, lo 1830, Samox 
received that Gospel wh'eh has sanctified the 
gentle habits of iw people, and produced in 
them a leal in the extension of she Cnureb uh.cn 
none of their neighbors have excelled.’’

Reaping in Jot.—Mr. Lepoida, a devoted 
Missionary, writes a moat encouraging letter in 
the Missionary Magasins from Faria, showing 
tho progress of tho Gospel in F<aooe. We ex
tract the following .

“ A woman of Chauny near Fontainebleau, 
to whom I have lately exp-aioed she way of sal
vation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ,— 
cried out suddenly, with her ay*a filled with 
tears, ‘ How glorious ia thia Divine way of sal
vation. I cover understood thia D.vtee method 
before I' and aha began to praise Gjd with a 
load voice in the presence of her daughter and 
before me. 1 had sowed ia lean. Tne Lord


