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' peut. Among the many tenders at that 
time was a company known as the Galena 
Oil Company. This is a company which 
had been organized, which was not then in 
Canada, but which was an American in­
stitution. They tendered upon a new basis 
for the supply of oils Cor the Intercolonial 
iiailway.

that waft paid by us during the hint 
hav exceeded $100,000—-or

mates, and in the aupplementariee for the 
current year, and in the supplémentaires 
for the year to come.

Mr. Powell—What about this $1,915,000 
on capital account in the supplementaries 
brought down last night ?

Polling Stock.

trouble in showing that there had been 
anything more than an infinitesimal in­
crease in the actual business of the Inter­
colonial Railway clue to that extension.

But 1 am willing to add the cost of the 
Drummond County Railway, which was 
$1,464,000. That would give a total *>f 
$4.598,010 addition to capital account in 
connection with the Intercolonial Railway 
expenditure and the purchase of the Drum­
mond County Railway. Well, the interest 
upon $598,000 at 3 per cent is $137,000. and 
that is more than, covered by the surplus 
of the year and by the betterment of the 
road, which has, as 1 have shown, run up 
over a Quarter of a million.

One hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
dollars being the interest at 3 per cent 
upon the total addition to capital, if taken 
from $425,000, would leave very close to 
$300,000, as the margin which remain's, re­
tail Ling from the administration of the In­
tercolonial Railway for the current twelve 
months, after you make a comparison with 

honorable friend’s administration in

sum
three years 
eleven times as much.The Intercolonial Railway is Now of Some Use to the People, 

is a Credit to the Dominion of Canada and a 
Contributor to the Common Fund 

Instead of a Drain.

Inferior Locomotives.
Now, we have been in a very unfavor­

able condition, and are, today, in a some­
what unfavorable condition as inspects 

locomotive power. I do not hesitate to 
say that the locomotives in use upon the 
Intercolonial Hallway down to 1896 and 
1897 were of an inferior character, and 

worthy of the Intercolonial Railway. 
My honorable friend f-Vlr. llaggart) had 

ny extent improved either their 
size or their duality. They were light en­
gines, and many of them had passed the 
age when they could be useful in the ser­
vice. Many of them would have answered 
as well and better in the scrap heap than 
running on the road, because they actual­
ly cost more to keep them in order than 
it would have cost to purchase new 
locomotives. Under the honorable gentle- 

there were 204 locomotives. We have

Hon. Mr. Blair-1 have included the They °ffered t0 Guarantee
sura in mv statement here. 1 have already »? the Intercolonial Railway authorities, that 

.• \ . i . titim nnn , r ..the cost of lubricating the road for a yearmentioned that *400,M0 of that amount would not amounl t0 a3 mm,h per tll0u.
if for rolling stock. 1 have shown that the san(j miles during, the continuance of thf-ir 
$400,000 in the supplementaries. the $950.- contract, as it had during previous years, 
000 in the main estimates, and the $190,000 by 10 per cent. Or, in other words, they 
in the supplementaries for the current said: We are prepared to furnish oil at a 
year, making a total of $1,540,000, have cost of 10 per cent, less than oil has cost 
been a«ked for in order to furnish some y°u hitherto. It looked to me like a very
three classes of equipment, locomotives, ;av?rable «ffer’ and *ben, I became aware , i i. that 90 odd per cent, of the railways in
^?ri*CillS-an<‘ .e st . , , . America were being supplied by this com-

rhere n an item in tlie .*applementary pany wjth their oil, and were operating 
estimates of $420,000 for steel rails. J his under a contract of the same character as,
sum is being asked for in order to put the i have reason to believe, I felt that it
Cape Breton line in.proper shape, to re- was an experiment that the Intercolonial
place the present rail* with 80-pound steel Kailway might very well make, instead of
rai's, from Sydney to Cape Breton, and to continuing along in the old groove and get- 
put new rails on the main line. The rail» Uns unsatisfactory service. I thought it 
*, rn i -i ,._.i iir|1._ would be well to try the Galena Oil Com -
there now .i . >-] , ' ’ t * r ,, pany, and see bow their contract would
been in use many years. I hey were work out. The conditions under which the
56-pound rails when they were put down in contract was made, a. e these: The oils 
Cape Breton, they are in a very inferior which they supply are charged for at a 
condition, and aie not fit to lie there any tixed rate. I state at once, and this is 
longer. We cannot do the business with where the gentleman who has been making
them There is unquestionably a great lhc criticisms upon this matter has been
development promised in the island of ‘aboring under a misapprehension, that the
Cape Breton. The business which is being fhriees »»« °» “«* «?,1 , ... . - 0 , -, __ they claim they are high class oils, but the
started in the town Ot . yc ney gi si - prices which are charged against the In- 
ise of iurnishmg a large amount ol traîne, tercolonial Railway are identical in every 
to the road. The department finds itself particular with the prices that are paid by 
confronted with this question: Shall we an the other railway companies. I took 
allow that business to be done by water pains to satisfy -myself that the Cana-
transit or shall we put the Intercolonial tijan Pacific Railway and the Grand Trunk
Railway in such a condition as to be able Hailway Companies pay exactly the same
. » ; (. v 11 ..-ill ho -1 n rn fl l- Prices for the oils furnished them that this-to secure that trnftic. ^jull he a profit company charge ub, Jiut the que3tion Qt
able traffic, R v..II be nece, aril> u large the pri<;e ̂  tlie oil wa8 not a Yery ma-
trafiic and it is in our power, 1 think, to terial consideration, because I bud the con­

it. One of the things which we are dition guaranteed, that no matter what 
bound to do in order to secure that traffic quantity of oil we used, and no matter what 
is to put down new rails in place of those price they charged, when we came to wind 
which are now lving on the line. The UP the transactions of the year our bill 
amount which 1 have asked for here is sbould ™ P«* cent, less than it had been 
the difference between the saleable value any previous year wre therefore stood 

c a I «r ,,0.. i to vrtn to the extent of 10 per cent, in any? a h «.” r n Ï t.. case. The Galena Oil Company proceed
think $420.(00 will suffice loi that purpose, upon the supposition that a good deal of
1 am asking also in the supplementary esti- oil is wasted, and so they have to instruct 
mates for a sum to enable me to get a the engineers and drivers to be as économi­
stes m ferry for the Out of ('anso. This is cal as possible, and they watch them and 
practically the key to the railway situa- complain of them if there is any waste, 
tion. It is necessary that there should he they have therefore, an interest to keep 
placed upon the strait a class of steamer d®*°,lthe ™n8l,™Pt:on, because the less con- 
which wi« enable us to carry a full loaded t"^^ mar^irus""^‘"th^
train, whether iassenger or freight, to circumstances I presented the case to the 
carry the cars over and deliver them government, and cmy colleagues cancelled 
promptly without turning the boat, going the award of contract that was made and 
straight over and coming straight back, authorized the entering into this contract, 
and of sufficient strength to confront the and it has been continued down to the pves- 
ice conditions in winter. We have to do enf time.
that if we are going to catch the business The Service Has Been Satisfactory, 
which is offering now in the Island of Cape 1 be officers of the road from the general 
Breton. 1 will enter into that item move ™Qnaser down, are assured that,the results 
in detail later on I mention it now be- bave been much more favorable in every 

. . r* , , > i way than under the previous system of con-causc it is one ol the large items, and be- trading. After the .first contract expirèd 
cause there is no question about the ini- i thought I would perhaps press the point 

thev are it is well not to he too ready Pcrative necd- 11 "e ale 80ing to recog- a little further, and I said: You have guar- 
.. ), * . ' . | : I nizc the need of the railway in the matter anteed us 10 per cent, saving, but we will

o. -1C o a > pi ., , " of equipment, it is necessary that these °niy renew the contract upon the condition
arise even though a deficit should become thi sbould be done. j think I can you will guarantee us 15 per cent,
necessary upon the Intercolonial Railway. , (0 tbe ll0use witb tlie same con- Kathfr ‘"an a”t get the contract-and I
Let us make it our hrst object to maintain |id'ence as [ have done be;ore regard to e,v,en at tbat,ra;e,ït ,was profitable
the road in a creditable manner to tbe h t be ,be re ,.tt oi narliament iziv- tbey guaranteed that the cost per
country even tliomrh i deficit ‘■hould oc- " 1 ? U f result ot pat [lament gn li000 ŒlIe3 would te 15 per cent ,ess t!l2n
countty. eien though a delicti sliouia oe mg us the grants which we asked for. I lt had been prlor t0 the t:.me they contract-
cur. Let us keep it m condition that think 1 can fairly say that I have not here- ed with us. Now we have this arrangement
will enable it tq meet tbe reasonable de- tofore overstate<l the probable results, andj.recently entered into. We find that the ex-
mands of its paîtrons and of the country our expectations have been abouly pense for oils on the Intercolonial Railway
generally. According to the opinion ot the realized. J have very considerable ex pec-
met ha nica l superintendent, J am entitled tarions in respect to the growth of railway 
to add 35 per cent, moae to tlie locomo- business in connection with developments 
fives v,e had upon the road in 1896; in at Sydney and North Sydney. At all 
other words, 1 am entitled to seventy-two events, it is imperitive that we should 
additional lucomoirives. I ar« entitled, up- relay the line and important that we 
on the basis which he lias.^dyen ils, to should provide additional sidings and equip 
3,500 freight cars, of all kinds; we have ourselves with additional station and yard 
only added 637. I am entitled to add to accommodation and that we should fur- 
tike passenger cars, eiglity-e glit; we have nisi) a ferry for the Strait of Canso. That 
onlv added fo^ight. ‘ I im entitled, portion of the line hclween Mt.lgrave and 
therefore, to forty more of these. So you >-s laid with an mtenor rail, and ;
see it is not possible for any person to « »» •» unsatisfactory cond.l.on, hut it
say that these demands, which are being . »« ,B0 ™ f‘Td,t,OU ae the h"e
made upon jrarliament to enable us to m- V>^L lj^ Tuppei._i' w01l!d uke to ask 

the equipment, are vine ■ 1 > the honorable gentleman if lie has con-
not warranted by the nec .. j . o sidered the question of a bridge across the

ease, and are noC such as parliament should gtraU of Canso. qhe very large amount 
be unwilling freely to grant. which he is asking for the improvement in

I Am Asking For Appropriations the ferry would almost indicate that by a
of a considerable amount. Under the a somewhat larger expenditure we would 
branch of collection of revenue .done I “tÆ ^"Z^Luan (Sir 
lint e asked ior ,t much .argot -ttm tha i vnaneg Taper), ever given any thought to 
has ever been netted for before. In 189a b, tn„ probable cost cC a bridge?
83,209,(XX) was tlie amount voted under the sir Charles Tupper—That is what I was 
head of collection of revenue; in 1890 7, asking tbe lion, gentleman,
the sum voted was $3,290,0)0; in 1897-8, Hr. Blair-I was asking the bon. gentle-
tamniuin. icon n RXI tXK) In the i ma“ *f he had ever given the subject any $3,100,000, m 1898-J, Hbuu.ixiu. in me tnougM whila be was tbe Jepartment?
mam esVimaies of the present year, 1 hate sir cbarles Tupper-No, I cannot say that 
asked lor $3,650,000, and 1 Jim obliged to j ^avc. No, I have not, but in passing the 
ask for $900,000 more, which will make $4,- strait of Canso I have had my attention 
550,000, at least that' is the best estimate drawn to a locality where a bridge would 
I van form upon the subject. Why am I be practicable. In that connection, the bon.

v.- minister of railways and canals is aware
asking 1 a < . g that the necessity for rapid and easy corn-
amount under the heading ot col.ecticn o mumeation had never arisen to the extent 
revenue 1 am doing it because 1 cannot that it has arisen very ro.-ently in regal'd 
operate the' road, 1 cannot pay the work- to that line.
ing expenses, un’ess I have a sum approach- lion. Mr. Blair—My hon. friend is quite 
ing this amount. It may not be necessary right about-thut. But
to take even- dollar of this sum, but it ^,y*amoa^ th" otbcr subjec;ts- be baf con;... , * i .1 .Vww.û sidered while he was in the department,will taxe very nearly this a this might be one that would have come
ioro 1 have added $600,0V0, wh.cli will under his notice, 
make $4,550,000. In that $1.350,000 of in- 

this branch of the appmpria-

our

not
of the honorable gentleman’s admin- 

or the last Year that he held
Ottawa, duly 4—The position %hich the year 

Intercolonial railway occtipies today, corn- istration, 
pared with what it did under the Censerv- office. The actual expenditure, therefore,

of the current year being so largely in ex- 
of that of any year during the honor-

not to a

ative rule, is a matter of whie'n Canadians
generally feel proud. AVhen Hon. A. G. , .. .. .
Blair became miniMer of railways the hi- able gentleman s term, with which com- 
lerroJonial had its terminus in a iiehi. The parison ran properly be made, It will he

seen at a glance that the net result ot the 
present financial year has not been achiev­
ed by any diminution in the necessary and 
proper expenditure lor repairs and main­
tenance. In order, however, that a fair 
comparison may be made with the honor- 

. able gentleman s year, 1896, 1 ought to add
nmg to extend to the other provinces. tlnUl to the expenditure of that year,
Mr. Blair’s statement of the operations 
of the road for the current year, a report i 
of which has already appeared in the Tel­
egraph, is so full of interest that it de­
serves being given in full. Mr. Blair raid:

1 dare say that the committee Yvill he 
interested in learning what have been the 
results of the operation of the Interco­
lonial Railway for this current fiscal year.
1 am glad to be able to state that while the 
year 1898-9 was a record year in the an- 
lîiils of the Intercolonial Railway, the 
year 1899-1900, which terminates on the 
30th ins-tant, is a still more successful year.
J have here a statement for tlie ouïrent 
fiscal year, and so far as the receipts are 
concerned, it is practically correct to the 
dollar. 1 have the actual receipts for 
eleven months and three weeks of this 

so that I am obliged to make an

stnigggle which the minister and the gov- i 
eminent had to contend with in extend- ‘ 
ing the line to Montreal is known as well 
in the far west as in the maritime prov­
inces. The progress which the road has 
made, and is still making, is now- begin-

man
kept up that number, and ha\ye added 23. 
The number of passenger cars under his 
administration was 276; we have added 48. 
The number of freight ears of all kinds 
was 6,344; and we have added 637. And 
yet, we have made no addition at all com­
mensurate to the addition we should be 
entitled to make if the road were to be 
equipped either with locomotives or with 
cars in proportion to the amount of busi­
ness we are actually doing. I ha\re had 
the proper officer in the service give me 
a statement as l o'what he felt we were 
entitled to in the way of additional loco­
motives and additional cars, having re­
gard for the growth and increase 1 pres­
sure of the business, llis statement shows 
that the engine miileage hats increased 35 
per cent., and the car mileage 50 per cent. 
Our increase of business, therefore, on this 
basis—which is a lair basis upon which 
to judge, according to the op;n;on of ex­
perts—shows the proportion of increase 
that should be made to our car and loco­
motive equipment. My honorable Iriend, 
(Mr. Haggart) I do not complain of him; 
he was under pressure, I suppose, and not 
feeling any very great interest 
Intercolonial Railway was a credit to the 
country or not—was not anxious particu­
larly to keep up to the highest standard 
the quality of the equipment. He did not 
send the cars to the workshops to he re­
paired ufl frequently as they ought to go. 
There were cars^-passenger ca.fs—that ran 
three or four yçars without going into the 
repair shops, though that class of 
should )>e touched up every year, 
these things helped, no doubt, to keep 
down the expenditure on what is called 
tlie maintenance account, 
say this, I am not complaining of the hon­
orable gentleman. I think it is well for us

my
Ins last year.

There is more than this. We have not 
only done this upon the same footing, by 
comparison, with what the honorable gen­
tleman did, but we ha\re been called upon 
during this current year to very much 

Increase the Wage? and Salaries 
of the employes. 1 have reason to believe 
that there was a hope cherished by fcomu 
gentlcmen, who are much interested in 
the management of the Intercolonial Rail- 

Ihai sufficient irritation and dissatis-

which 1 may fairly and properly add, on 
account of 115 additional miles which 1 
have to provide for over the mileage ot 
the honorable gentleman, in order to 
make up what my looting ought to be 
as compared with his. 1 add, therefore, 
one-tenth to $1,035,327. which is the 
amount expended by him in the 10 months 
ending with April. 1896, and 1 deduct the 
total of the two sums from the gross 
amount expended in these directions dur­
ing the 10 months of this year, and J take 
the balance as the excess of expenditure 

that of the honorable gentleman.

gross

xvay
faction could be created among the em­
ployes to bring about a strike unless a 
very considerable increase was made to 
their wages. 1 am not going to suggest 
that it was necessary for the employes of 
the Intercolonial Railway to go on strike 
in order to get their wages increased. I 
am not going to say that what was done 
for them by the management of the Inter­
colonial Railway was done because we 
feared a strike or a* the result of any 
threat or pressure of that kind. That was 
not the motive at all. But we realized 
that the expenses of living had increased, 
that wages had ii>en all o\rer Canada, and 
although the rafes on the Intercolonial 
Railway are not capable of being in­
creased, although we know that the very 
instant we attempted an increase, the 
opposition papers Yvould excite the most 
intense feeling among the patrons of the 
road and the people served by it. I felt 
that there was reason in the claim of the 
employes throughout its entire length, and 
in some branches of the management, for 
additions to their salaries. Their claim 
was a reasonable one, and I gave in to it, 
with the result that during the year now 
current we are paying at the rate of $175,- 
000 additional wages to the men, compar­
ed with the amount paid prior to this 
year and during the tenu of my honor­
able friend. That is a considerable amount, 
and it is proper that that should be taken 
into account when you are contrasting 
one period with the other, and I think 
that the public opinion of the country will 
admit that ii was proper for the govern­
ment to deal liberally and fairly with the 
thousands of men in our employ and not 
wait until we were just reaching a period of 
dissolution and on the eve of an election. 
The public will admit that we did well to 
take up these questions as they arose and 
deal with them in a liberal spirit, and en­
deavor to stimulate an interest on the 
part of employe-? in the prosperity of the 
road and good feeling on all hands towards 
its administration.

Adding these two amounts together, 1 give 
the honorable gentleman credit for having 
laid out upon repairs to cars, repairs to 
engines, and maintenance of ways and 
works, these three classes of expenditure, 
$1,138,827 which 1 deduct from the $1,394- 
480 which I have laid out during the cor­
responding 10 months of this year. This 
shows that there has been an excess of 
expenditure during the 10 months of the 
current year of $255.000 over the honor­
able gentleman’s expenditure in tbe cor­
responding period of 1890. Therefore, the 
year 1899-1900, in comparison with the year 
1896, shows very much better, even than I 
have just stated ; and I will put together 
the figures which 1 think ! may fairly put 
together, in order that you may see just

secure

year,
estimate for the remaining Week, and 1 
cannot be far astray in placing before the# 
committee the gross earnings for 
entire twelve months. I showed the com­
mittee that in 1898 9 the gross earnings 
of the Intercolonial Railway had grown 
more than three-quarters of a. million dol­
lars in excess of what they were when the 
change of government took place in 1896. 1 

able to tell the comm it te now that the 
gross earnings of the Intercolonial Railway 
for the current year will exceed $4,500,000. 
They will amount beyond all question to 
$4,530,000, and they may amount to 84,540,- 
000, or, we will say, lie tween $4,590.000 and 
$4.6G

These Farmings Have Crown Rapdly

tlie

whether the

am

iri

How Much Better a Position 
'the Intercolonial Railway is today, in the 
year of grace, 1900, than it was under the 
administration ol my honorable friend. I 

i . . ... 4. ,r, . , point out a net surplus of $120,000 to be-and most significantly, ibej ha e grot.n wit| tben tliere was a deficit of *56,- 
until they exceed the earnings ol -ast year. ||(||| |mdpr the honorable gentleman, and 
which Was a record year, Icy civet t nee- | ad(j () lbat t|u. increased expenditure of 
quarters 01 a million dollars, i lie la^l is ^-j.^ooO, upon ways and works and main- 
that we leave over 50 per cent, of eapm t ,nance bovond his outlay for the same
ings in excess of the earnings when theV |.u[.pOSVS■ and 1 get a sum which 1 say I
change of government took p.ttce. \\ e -r^n entitled to claim as showing the actual
have added, it is true, 14 per cent, more pM,]l „[■ tbe operation of the Intercolon-
mileage to the railway, bnt, while we have 3..j jjajbvay this year as compared with its
done that, we have added 55 per cent, federation under the honorable gentleman- 
to the earnings of the railway, and that jj vou add $120,OCO, $55,000 and $255,000 lo­
is a subject of congratulation, not only getfier, you will have $425,000, the sum 
to the government, but to the people of v,lcich I claim as the net result. If I had 
the country, in comparison with our pre- limited the expenditure on works, maitc- 
deceAors, we have achieved a most sig- tenanve and repairs, as that expenditure 
nifieant and unparalleled result. The 14 was limited by the honorable gentleman, 1 
per cent, mileage which we have added to would leave been able to claim today a 
the toad has helped its to secure, ii it net increase ol $425,000 over his showing; 
lias not altogether secured to us, these or a net surplus of $370,000 for the year, to 
additional earnings, but the experience of which J would have added the $55,000 of 

predecessors in office was, that when tlie honorable gentleman's deficit, making 
they added liearlv 20 per cent, of mileage $425,000, to show the actual result of a 
t„ the railway that addition was not at- comparison for the two years. Now, 1 
tended bv anv such results. 1 will i.atur- am willing to carry the calculation a little 
ally he asked to state the net results flow- jurther. J am willing to do what has never
i„: from these gross earnings. The ques- been done betore what ,t has never been
tion of the net results is a very impôt taut dimmed ought to be done m respect to the 

ne and it is one which, perhaps, will, to «P»/»! expenditure on the Intercolomal 
""greater degree, interest the house and Ra'hmy. 1 am w.llmg to enter into a 

8 1 cannot state with the <’al™lation on the question of interest,
, ,    , ,, and I am in a position to contend that thethe net etun.ngs as 1 ha.c Jl;terco,onial Kailwav> in tbis the sec0„d

year of its operation under these improvred 
conditions, has paid its 
than paid its way—that, 
surplus, it has, in point of fact, paid the 
interest on every dollar of capital expendi­
ture that has been incurred by this govern­
ment in respect to it. I do not admit that 
the Intercolonial Railway ought to be put 
in any différent position from that of any 
other public work, because that would be 
introducing an element of unfairness. 1 
know there is a disposition to say: “You 
get parliament to grant you money to im­
prove the road-bed or the equipment of 
the railway, and you ought to prove to us 
that you get results sufficient to pay the 
interest on that added debt.’* I wish to 
say that on sound principles that policy 
can be repudiated ; I do not think the 
country has a right to ask it. I do not 
think the thinking men of the country, if 
they reflect upon it, would make any such 
demand on this government. 1 think the 
intercolonial Railway is a class of work 
which is entitled, as 1 suggested yester­
day, to be put on an equally favorable 
footing with the great canals of the do­
minion with respect to capital expendi­
ture, because it is doing a work in the 
maritime provinces jind for a large part of 
Canada, which is being done by the canals 
for other parts of Canada. We do riot 
expect that when it becomes necessary to 
bring the Intercolonial Railway up to a 
proper footing, when the growth of 

The Business Demands It, 
when the development in any particular 
direction appeal's to call for it, there will 
be any unwillingness on the part of par­
liament to give the money necessary to 
put that road into such a shape that it 
may fulfil the designs in view when the 
policy of building it was taken up and ap­
proved. Therefore, 1 say, that while we 
are in a position, by reason of the results 
of the present year, to pay the interest 
on every dollar that has been expended in 
consequence of these improved conditions, 
we are under no obligation to do it, and 
I only point to it in order that honorable 
members may see that even if we were 
required to do it, we are in a position to 
meet that requirement.

I have given you the capital expenditure, 
let me repeat it just for the purpose of the 
present statement:
1893-7.. .
1897- 8,...
1898- 9 ..
1899- 1900
We will have, therefore, $3,134,000 increase 
to the capital by reason of the expendi­
tures we have made, but there is some­
thing I must add. I must add the cost of 
the Drummond County Railway, and 1 do 
it, not because I ought to he asked to do 
it, but in order to cover the whole ground. 
My honorable friend opposite, who initiat­
ed and introduced this policy when lie 
brought about the extension of the Inter­
colonial Railway from ltivere du Loup to 
Levis'—a policy with which I have no 
fault to find—would not think he was 
very fairly used if called upon to show' 
that there had been an improvement in 
the business of the Intercolonial Railway 
sufficient to pay the interest on the cost 
of that extension. If the wisdom of that 
policy had been measured by its pecuniary 
results—I do not say that it ought to be so 
measured— I think that my honorable 
friend would have been in rather a difficult 
position. He would have found some

cars
All

But while 1

to
Face the Facts

has been year by year coming down, unti1 
we are justified in forming the opinion that 
we have pretty nearly- struck rock bottom. 
Under the operation of the old contracts it 
cost to oil an Intercolonial Railway loco­
motive per thousand miles $3.72, to oil a 
paseuger car 80 cents per thousand miles, 
and to oil a freight car 22 cents. Now we 
have got down to the point that for loco­
motives we will not pay more lhau $2.72 per 
thousand miles, which is a saving of $1 
per thousand miles for each locomotive; and 
instead of paying 80 cents for a pasenger 
car, as under the old system we have got it 
down to 20 cents, and we have got the freight 
cars down from 22 cents to 12 cents. We 
are, therefore, actually saving under this 
contract $10,000 a year and upwards in the 
cost of oils for the Intercolonial Railway, 
ïet this gentleman denounces this govern­
ment in all the moods and tenses because 
we have made this contract. We are pay­
ing the same price that every railway com­
pany in America is paying. However, this 
gentleman apparently did not caro so much 
about the price of oils, as he did to make 
his statement a basis upon which to con­
demn the government .for paying alleged 
exorbitant prices. I thought it well that I 
should put the committee in possession of 
the actual facts, lest hon. gentlemen might 
be led astray by the statements made in the 
opposition press and elsewhere, and what 
are based upon an entirely erroneous con­
ception.

Increases Necessary.
This is a showing which proves that our 

policy has not been a mistaken one, and 
that when we press parliament, in face of 
very strong opposition, to give us an ex­
tension to Montreal, we were favoring a 
wise and prudent policy, the fruits of 
which bear the strongest and amplest 
testimony to its wisdom and prudence. 
XYe cannot have such a large increase in 
the business ol‘ the Intercolonial Railway 
without finding ourselves very much em­
barrassed by reason of our limited equip- 

1 think it iis an almost self-evident 
proposition that when we have barely 
locomotives sufficient to do, in a very in­
efficient manner, the hauling of trains in 
a business which yields you $2,900,000; you 
must have very much additional locomo­
tive power to do a business that earns you 
$4,600,000. I1‘ you have barely cars enough 
to carry a business which yields $2,900,000, 
you must have a great increase to the 
number if you are going to do the busi- 

amount 
condition

the country.
same accuracy 
.stated the gross earnings, because 1 am 

in possession ol the final accounts for 
than ten months oi the year. Per­

haps it will be early in July before we 
know with accuracy what the sur­

plus ior the year 1899 1900 is, but I can 
speak with a good deal of confidence, as 
to what that result will be. j*lt will be 
remembered that las. year I calculated 
lint the net earning* for the year would 
be over $611000, and a>. a matter of fact 
they amounted to $02,000. 1 am able to 
state now wiili the same confidence, that 
tor this current year we will have a sur­
plus on the intercolonial Railway of close 

$120,000, if it is not beyond that sum. 
will lie nearly double the amount 

realized upon the operations of last year. 
I do not say that a largor result could not 
have been accomplished. 1 am free to tell 
the committee that my view in adminis­
tering the department, is not solely to try 
ami find out how large a net result can 
be achieved on the operation of that rail­
way. My object lias been, as far as it was 
in my power—and I will be able to show 
that it was, to a great degree, in my power 
t<, carry out my object—my object has 
been to secure the largest jKissihle amount 
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of $4,600,000. 
of the

ness to an 
That is the
Intercolonial Raihvay. We did 
have cars enough in 1896 to more
than do the business wffiich was offered 
to the road; and almost immediately 
after the change of government, seeing 
that there was evidence on every hand of 
growth in the business, we felft that we 
would have to increase our cars and im­
prove our locomotives., and make upon our 
equipment a large outlay in order that we 
migM be able to meet the conditions that 

arising, and to do the buriness which 
And we asked for

The Road Improved.
Let me say a word or two in conclusion. 

1 want the bouse to bear in mind that the 
improved condition of the Intercolonial Rail­
way duridg the past year, which is a rec­
ord of record years, has not been brought 
anout by any diminution of expenditure 
upon the railway for its maintenance and 
its repairs, either as respects the road-bet! 
or the equipment. I want the house to re­
member that the Intercolonial Railway to­
day is in a better condition than it ever was 
before. I want the house to remember that 
the equipment of the Intercolonial Railway 
is better than ever before, and on the basis 
of this year's operations (which I hope will 
not be an exceptional year) this equipment 
is costing the people of the country nothing. 
1 want to point out that we can place the 
bn tercolonial Railway today alongside of 
any other railway in Canada, and we can 
claim honestly that the government has not 
allowed the character of this great railway 
system, belonging to the nation to become 
depreciated in any way whatever. We can 
claim that our vestibule system of train 
service is as good as is to be found on this 
continent. We can claim that the dining 
car service, which was never given on the 
Intercolonial Railway until three years ago, 
cannot be excelled on any railway, and 
in America. I believe that the people of 
Canada take a pride in this railway, and 
they can now legitimately do so. There may 
be some narrow criticism because we are 
spending money, but not only the regular 
patrons of the Intercolonial Railway, and 
those who live along the line, but the people 
from all parts of Canada as well, who travel 
ou that railway, are proud to see that this 
government road is maintained, so as to 
be a credit to the country, and that when 
strangers travel over it "they need not he 
ashamed to point out that it is a railway 
owned and operated by the government of 
the country. I believe that the people in all 
parts of the country will readily respond to a 
statement of that kind

A me nil be r—No.
lion. Mr. Blair—The hon. gentleman says 

**bo,” but
Jleve that while the people will not tofir- 
ate extravagance, yet they are proud to seo 
the national railway properly equipped, and 
they are all the more satisfied because that 
result has been attained without ext 
gance. At all events whatever expenditure 
has been made on the Intercolonial Rail­
way to bring it up to a high standard of 
efficiency, the results obtained have b.‘en 
commensurate with tlie outlay that has been 
made. I want the house to b»ar in mind 
that this most satisfactory showing cf tho 
Intercolonial Railway has not been obtain­
ed by resorting to any means of cutting down 
expenditure for proper and necessary pur­
poses, or by any manipulation of the .ac­
counts, or by any alteration or change in tho 
system of book-keeping. The figures which 
1 have given to this house have been 
piled by the officers of the Intercolonial 
service, the same men who did the work 
for my predecessor, upon exactly the same 
oasis, and in precisely the same way. I 
therefore, wish to emphasise tfcese figures. 
The earnings in the last {four yearn have 
been as follow»:

.. rh: -

to notThat

thought that, pos-

wats offering to us. 
these appropriations and got them. We 
did not, perhaps, ask. for as much as I 
would have liked; we did not anticipate 
perhaps, fully the extent of the growth 
that was ahead ot us; but we did get some 
additions to our equipment, and this help­
ed to increase the capital account.

But there is one little evidence as to the 
progress made. Jt can lie grasped txy any­
body, and it goes to show what the con­
dition of our car sendee is—1 mean how 
limited and insufficient it is for »the pui- 

of our business. That is the fact

Mr. Powell—There was no road in Cape 
ltreton when the hon. leader of the opposi­
tion (Sir Charles Tapper), was. in the rail­
way department.

crease on
lions alone, you will see accounted for 
a considerable portion of tlie increase m 
the added appropriation which this gov­
ernment are asking for during the current 

1 see a statement in the newspaper 
that tlie fact that we are asking this

maln-
the

would

exiienditure 
and
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Canso Bridge.that
permit of, so as to enable me to bring the 
railway to a higher standard than before. 
4l tlie Slime time, J will not deny that' l 
jlave had a desire to preserve a fairly good 
record, and to show as good results as por­
table from a financial standpoint. 'I his net 
result, which I estimate at $L0,(MK). has 
been brought about without diminishing 
the preservation of the road in any degree, 
but. on the other hand, we have increased 
the outlay for the perfecting of our equip­
ment, and we have achieved that very 
satisfactory result, although wc have spent 
more money this year than was ever s|ient 

i any previous year on the Intercolonial 
•a il way. 1 rill read to the committee a 
itement which I have had prepared, of 
e expenditures the lor 10 months, the 
■omits lor which have been placed in 
, hands. l'"or the corresponding 10 
mths ending in April, 1H96, the last 
m of the administration of the honor- 
e gentleman (Mr. Haggnrl)—a term 
favorable to him as any of the years 
t he held office—the repairs to engines, 
, amounted to $236,.42$.

For the Ten Months Fading 
■il, 1900, which is the current year, the 
unit expended upon work of the same 
,meter amounted to $309.000, or $i2,6i.l 
a-e for the 10 months under tlie Liberal 

m erriment than was expended during the 
jig months under the Conservative govern­
ment, with which I am making a compari­
son. ’ During the 10 months ending with 
\nril 1896, there was expended on repairs 

: ; ,,|1 classes ol ears, $272,244. During the 
corresponding 10 months of tlie present 
vear the amount of exactly the same class 
of outlay was $354 951, or $32,719 in ex­
cess of that expenditure in the year 1896. 
V„on maintenance of ways and works 
tbere wan expended in the 10 months oi 
1BQ6 $526,755; and in the corresponding 
in months of 1900 there was expended 
<j-n0 503 or an increase of $203.748. This 
:;:,Ues a total increased expenditure upon 
maintenance of ways and works repairs 
", ,-ars. and repairs and renewals to loco­
motives. of $359,133, or in round (igt.res 
3^0000 in the current year over the last

think myself, with­
out undertaking to txpress any definite opin­
ion upon it, that the construction of a 
bridge across the Strait of Canso would 
cost many, many limes more than the ferry 
service. With my crude ideas on the sub­
ject, I would not like to say that I would 
construct a bridge across the strait for 
much less than $10,090,000, or $15,000,000. We 
are only proposing to ask now for a quarter 
of a million. It may possibly a little exceed 
this sum. I want to -stata the case as 
.strongly against myself as 
be that we will have to expend something 
over $250,000, but we are in hopes that we 
will be able to keep it within tlie $250,000. 
We are in hopes that the ferry service will 
allovd the accommodation we will need for 
many years and it is tlie only practical way 
of making the connection at present.

Now, 1 think I have dwelt upon maio'y, 
and though at some length, yet as briefly 
as I could, the question which 1 thought 
would be cf interest to the cemitttee in a

lion. Mr. Blair—No.

year. _ 
press
additional sum of $900,000 is a proof that 

bound to have a great deficit upon 
l have ex-

vve are
the Intercolonial Railway, 
plained the reason of that addition. 1 he 
committee will see that not a dollar ol this 

is going to be paid out of anything
those

poses
that, while under my honorable friend 
(Mr. Ilaggart’s) administration, the 
amount we had to pay for ear mileage 
year by year for several years did not ex­
ceed $i,000 or $2,000. That charge has been 
enormously increased during tffie last three 

1 am euio honorable gentlemen will

sum
except, current revenue expenses, 
which are paid for out of revenue, 
the same with the Intercolonial Railway 
as with any other department of the gov­
ernment, unless you have ;v vote ior 
a sufficient sum to enable you to 
cover all these outlays, you cannot ffiake 
therm vou will have to stop running the 
Intercolonial Railway. If we should hap­
pen to do a ten million dollar business 

I this year wc would probably want nine 
millions of appropriation upon collection 
of revenue account; and, therefore, the 
expenses for the year upon the consolidated 

account would be increased cu­

lt is cau. It may

years.
understand what 1 mean when I speak of 
payment for car mileage—it is a sum 
which is ciharged against one railway 
whose cars is being used and detained 

other lines, and which are no-t com-upon
penwited for by a corresponding number 
of cars from those other companies. This 
balance has been growing enormously revenue
against us. Instead of paying $1,000 or 0I.|n()jlHjv> jjuL vo nare getting back every good deal of atention in the opposition
$2.000 for tilie nse ot cars belonging to (i0nar t)i this, every dollar of money which press. It has not been much discussed in
other railways, winch we paid prior to * are nmv’ Yoti’n„ wj|| pe returned to this house cf .parliament, but I cannot say 
1896-7, we find that we ane ; ■„ .. , ■. ! il|LU the treasury, ^uite the same in regard to both houses of
paying nearly $70,000 for ear mile- Lf™, will have ovei- ,n,l above tl.i* ann, ITJs* aïtaS^tk » -Z

age. It we had He ™pi a e* | over and above all other sums that are üeu, of violence, the action of tho depart- 
1 tended ujKin which that s m " 1 , voted upon revenue account, you will have raeul j„ respect to its award of contracts
the interest at 3 per cent, it would place ;l sU|j)ius when the accounts <*ome to he for the supply of lubricating oils. It is
us in a .-plcmbti i»osilion. I hope 'Vhc time lna(jc ou^ jor ( }ie year endii: ; dune 30 in- very evident to me that the gentleman who
is not far distant when wx* shall not have slant 0f $1-0.000 to the good. 'I he present 
so large a balance against us on account ye.u. ’j am asking on capital account, in 
of car mileage. For the years 1894,1 and the inaju estimates, for $050,000. and in
1896, under the late government, tho cai .i.. sunnl emeu La vies tor the next year 1 am t, ^ .. .... ,ii t f «in me supimnieiii.it ics »itv that lie was discussing. When I came into

<iul not «mount to $10,000-the asking for $400.000. and in the a'tpplemen- the aepartment. leaders had been received
taries for the current year I am asking tor py the late government's department, for 
$190.0( 0, making' a total of $l,540,0tK). I the supply of oils for the Intercolonial 

asking for this money in order that I Railway, l think I can say that the con- 
may increase the locomotive service. 1 am tract had been awarded. The# contract had 
onIv asking for enough to build 20 locomo- not been executed but, it had been awarded
tiveg this vear. which will cost $320,000. I to what 1 considered the company makingtues uns year, wmen wm lu v t , the most favorable offer. It was awarded
am asking toii a sum m . ... ’ very much along the same lines that the
me to add 1,250 box ears, whi- contracts had been in previous years, and as
$1,187,500. I am asking for a sum to en- i far as j coui<j gather, or from a judgment, 
able me to get 39 live stock cats, which i myself, upon the subject, there had not 
will cost $37 050. These sums vvill absorb been satisfaction in the working out of 
the three items placed in the main esti- ! these contracts, as we had a right to ex­

general sense. 1 have now one or two ob­
servations more to tinuke before I conclude 
my statement. One question I dtsire to touch 
upon, is a question that has attracted a......  $140.000

......  253,000
.... 1,082,000 

. .. 1.650,000 believe to the contrary. I bo-

has taken this subject up with such energy, 
has not acquaint; d hiiuMÿl" with the

that
much about the matterknown

he lia.s

mileage
exact figures were $9,450. Prior to that 
it was mudh less—in some years it did 
not exceed $500 or $600. There was no in­
crease of bu-iness in these later years to 
account for the increase; and there is 
only one explanation I can give, and that 
is thart the ears were not of sufficient 
quality or they were not being maintained 
for use up to the standard that should 
have been observed in order to do the 
work. But while the amount iwd dur­
ing 1894-5 and 1896 was ofily $9,<50, the
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.$2,866,028 
. 3,117,669 
. 3,738,331 
..4,633,000

1896- 7 ..
1897- 8 ..
1898- 9 ..
1899- 1900

A steady, continuous and marked growth— 
a growth, the possibilities of which were en­
tirely repudiated and denied by hon. gen­
tlemen opposite in their criticisms upon the 
statements which were made. Now, Sir, is 

the Interco­
lonial Railway for such a statement as I 
have presented to you? No. Stagnation 
was the record of the Intercolonial during 
all the proceeding years. It has taken, a 
fresh start; it has received a stimulus. I 
do not care where \t gets the stimulus from, 
the fact remains, and that may be taken 
as some evidence that the policy and the 
administration of this government have not 
been erroneous or mistaken. Now, I ask 
you to compare the four years which I have 
given you with the four years just preced­
ing, some cf which were as prosperous 
years as we ordinarily have in the maritime 
provinces; put the figures for the two per­
iods alongside of each other, and you will 
be able to draw your own conclusions. The 
earnings in those four years were as fol-

1892- 3 .. ..
1893- 4 ....
1894- 5 ....
1895- 6 .. ..

Tied almost to the stake of $2,900,000;
they could not get away from it. There 
was no life in the old road. But whatever 
may be the cause of it—and 
largely to the policy of giving the road a 
live terminal In the city cf Montreal—we 
have shown a record of great and contin- 
ous progress which, if achieved under the 
administration of ray hon. friend would have 
evoked adjectives more extreme than any 
we have ever heard from my hon. friend in 
his denunciations of the gross misconduct 
of this administration. L'rt me emphasize 
at the same time that this result has not 
been won by any deprecation in our ex­
penditure. In 1896-7, 1897-8 and 1898-9 there 
was an exeses of $244,925 expended by this 
government in keeping up the quality of the 
road over which was expended in the same 
direction in the preceding three or four 
years. I do not say that we spent all that 
tbe railway would have stood; it would 
have stood more. We have not spent all 
that I would have liked to spend, or that I 
could have spent with good results to the 
country. But the fact remains that ip those 
three years we spent $80,000 per year in ex­
cess of what our predecessors spent In 
those classes of expenditure which are re-, 
cognized as proper for the maintenance of 
the railway. In addition to that, we have 
paid the rentals cf the Drummond County 
and the Grand Trunk lines; .we have In­
creased the wages of our men all along the 
line to the extent of $175,000 a year; we 
have paid car mileage in one year alone i 
enough to pay the interest on $2,000,000; 
and we have given^grou, without adding to 
the burdeus of the people, a class of ser­
vice and an improved railway of which the 
people of this country have no, reason to be 
ashamed.

there a parallel in the life cf

.. .$3,065,499 

... 2,987,510 
.. 2,940,717 

... 2,957,640
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Opposition Object to the 
Country Having Judges.

Ottawa, July 4—The dominion election 
bill was reported in the house today. On 
the suggestion of Mr. Fielding provision 
was made for the stamping of ballots by 
the returning officer who will be supplied 
with a special stamp by the clerk of the 
Clown in chancery for this purpose. This 
will prevent the substituting of bogus bal­
lots. Provision vvus made in the bill to 
allow all Canadian soldiers arid others 
in South Africa, and who would be on the 
lists if they remained at home, to vote.

A bill regarding provincial judges pass­
ed its second reading, the motion for a six 
months’ hoist being declared lost withont 
division.

On a motion to go into supply Mr. Ben- 
net (East Simcoe), moved a vote of cen­
sure on the government lor having sus­
pended the coasting laws on the western 
lake last summer.

lion. Mr. Fielding and Mr. Charlton 
pointed out that the action of the gov­
ernment was necessary to save to Canada 
the cany ing of western grain to the sea­
board. Mr. Bennett’s amendment was 
defeated by 32 for to 52 against, after 
which the -house went into supply on the 
supple:r.entaries.

The whole of the afternoon and part 
of the evening sessions in the house was 
taken up with a bill respecting judges of 
the provincial courts. The bill provides 
for three additional judges in Quebec, one 
in the Yukon, and the making of a chief 
justice from one of the present judges for 
the Northwrest.

Mr. Casgraine (Montmorency) in criti­
cising the details of the bill, said that the 
salaries paid to judges, especially in the 
Montreal district, were too low'.

Mr. Fitzpatrick agreed that the salaries 
of the judiciary' were too low', but this 
bill, he said, was not dealing with that 
question.

Mr. Bergeron moved a six months’ hoist 
and Mr. Foster seconded it.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier pointed out that the 
Quebec legisJature had asked for three 

judges. Tlie bar of Montreal had 
asked for them and the province, and 
the people of Quebec had a right to suf­
ficient judges to try cases that arose.

Sir Louis Davies said that the bill was 
being discussed as if it applied to Quebec. 
But it did more; it gave an additional 
judge to the Yukon and $1,000 to provide 
for a chief justice in the Northwest. Sure­
ly it was not objected to provide for jus­
tice being administered in the new terri­
tories in the west.

Dr. Montague said that he wta# not 
against the western judges, but he W'as 
opjvosed to additional judges for Quebec.

The opposition talked for over an hour 
in supply, but did not pass anything. The 
house adjourned at 1.30.

more

The Returns Have by No Means 
Covered the List of Those Known 
to Have Been Lost—Complaints 
Against Tugboat Men—The Big 
Steamer Was in the Way.

I

New York, July 4—Up to 11 o'clock to­
night 126 bottles had been recovered from 
the waters of the North River, victims ol 
the disaster at the North German Lloyd 
steamship docks. There are yet over a 
hundred and twenty-five people m.using.

Complaint against tugboat captains are 
still being made. First Officer Sehaeiter of 
the Saale says lie is positive that had the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Der Grosse not been in 
port neither the S.iaie. the Bremen nor 
the Main would have been destroyed.

A Canadian Dead.

London, July 4—A despatch from Bloem­
fontein reports Artificer Cooper, of the 
second contingent, died there on 24th June. 
(Note)—In second contingent there is 
only one Cooper. C. Cooper, son of J. 
Cuwer. Toronto. ......... ............^
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