" CLAIM GAIN OF

PREMIER BORDEN TRUE T0 PROMISE
“HE MADE WHILE IN OPPOSITION

%IF THE LAWS OF THIS COUNTRY PERMIT THE COURTS
OF JUSTICE TO ENFORCE  RESTITUTION AGAINST
THEM, THAT RESTITUTION WILL BE ENFORCED; IF
THE COURTS OF THIS COUNTRY PERMIT THE WALLS
'OF THE PENITENTIARY TO ENCIRCLE THEM, THEY

WILL GO THERE”
MIER IN REFERENCE TO

—THESE WORDS SPOKEN BY PRE-

MEN WHO TOOK ADVAN-

TAGE OF CRISIS TO ENRICH THEMSELVES, SHOW SIR
ROBERT AND GOVERNMENT STAND FOR ABSOLUTE
HONESTY IN ADMINISTRATION OF COUNTRY’S AF-

FAIRS.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, April 15.—A most remark-
able session of parliament ended to-
day. It began on February 4, with
the opposition showing its teeth, spoil-
ing for a fight, firm in the belief that it
thad the government on the defensive,
convinced that all it had to do was to
ivoice rumor and ventilate half spok-
(en charges, and the result would he a
crumbling to pieces of the great Coa-
servative fabric. But the reverse hap-
pened. The opposition fought, broke
the armistice, talked politics instead
pf war, brought witnesses to com mit-
tees of inguiry who perjured them-
gelves and gave false testimony and
cended it all today, not attacking, but
hopelessly looking on, an abject beat-
en party, all their ammunition spent
and fighting with their backs to the
wall. It was & really beautiful nlght
For two' dbys
sat huddied in his seat with a none)
8ot expression on his face. Hon. Mr.
1P iy has been on his right sileat

1 impassive, and seemingly paying
%lnu attention to what has been going
[ Frank Oliver has sat on his
left a discredited public man to
whom he has not addressed a single
word, E. M. MacDonald has worn
the look of a mant who was constantly
wondering what was going to happen
mext. Only half a dozen Liberals have
stayed in the chamber, the rest have
made a getaway glad to get out of the
Himelight.

The Opposition’s Initial Mistake.

The. Liberals made their initial mis-
fake when they came to the conclusion
that Sir Robert Borden’s strong state-
ments in' opposition regarding wrong
,doing in public life were mere empty
talk designed to attract public atten-
ition and, secure votes, and that in
power he would adopt the policy
which had obtained for fifteen long
{years of winking silently at bribery,
corruption and graft in every form,
‘and refusing point blank any investi-
gation into any charges that mignt
be preferred. They gave Sir Robert
the sobrequet of “Honest Bob,” nut
it was uttered with a laugh and a
sneer. They did not believe that’ he
swould be anymore honest than his
predecessor. In fact Sir Wilfrid Laur-

himself upon the platform stated
hat “Nobody could be so good as Mr.
gien spoke.” This was their initial
'mlluke, and the mistakes they made
lsubquently were the result of the first
‘hluhder There had been rumors of
)evﬂ doing in connection with war con-
itracts. They did not know that inves-
ugntl.on of these had begun, and that
in some cases strong action had al-
ready been taken. The government
had simply decided to keep matters
as quiet as possible in order to 'dis-
cover as much as possible, and remi-
dies hm llready been applled in a
of the
war was but a few months old. That
the government would make imitial
inquiry had not entered into their cal-
culations and so just as soon as par-
liament opened they began to talk
joudly about all the bad thoughts
they htd heard. They demanded in-
i never dreaming that in-
veitigation, not only would be graiit-|
ed, but it was the very thing the gov-
ernment desired. The government
was anxious to lay everything bare to
'the public, every bit of business prior

had been published or referred to by
the auditor general,

The surprise of the Liberals at this
procedure was manifest. They had
not expected it and they did not want
it. What they desired was the gov-
ernment to assume an attitude of secre-
cy, and thus render attack and charge
possible,

“Come along,” said the premier, “tell
us everything you have heard and we
shall investigate it.”

The opposition gasped, but they had
to fall irto line and the investigations
began. The sum total of alleged swind-
ling and rake off is that $12,000 was
found to be lost out of an expenditure
of fifty million dollars. Powell, an Ot-
tawa' drug clerk in the employ of
W. F, Garland, M. P, had got away
with $6,500, some $3,000 had been lost
on binocularg and $3,000 on horses, but

128196,300 was refunded and go only $6,000

has Been lost, or in other words one-
eightieth of one per cent., of the ex.
pepditure.

No Quarter for Grafters.

But even this small loss will be. re-
covered. No stone will be left to dis-
cover crime or graft of every descrip-
tion. If men should go to the peniten-
tiary they will go there, It has been
the history of all wars that thieves
and robbers in the guise of contractors
have stolen great portions of the
money of the people given generously
to help the armies in the field and
the fleets upon the sea. But now
Canada is making new history. The
government has been so alert that any
of htis class of men who exist here
have already been located and public
business will know them no more. It
will be an economical war so far as
Canada is concerned, the money for
the war will go to the war and not into
the pockets of contractors,

But that there is a fine public spirit
in the Dominion has been proven. It
has made Canadians proud of their
people, Manufacturers almost to a
man have shown themselves to be pat-
riots, they have risen to their coun-
try’s call with the best at their com-
mand and the whole body of the popa-
lation have Joined hands in a gigantic
national effort to see this thing
through with all the force at their
disposal.

And while the late regime which
has just gone out of ce showed
man after man aggrani g himself
at the expense of the public treasury,
and cabinet ministers even being pro-
ven thieves there only came forward
two almost unlmown (‘onservauvo

b of pi inst whom
the slightest breat.h of suspicion was
blown.,

What happened? Did Sir Robert
Borden defend them as Sir Wilfrid
Laurier defended men in his party
who were guilty of the more glaring
frauds? By no means, He had inves-
tigation of their conduct made and
when satisfled that their hands were
not clean, that they had dabbled in
war contracts he let the country know
that parliament was no place for these
men. Today he read W. ¥. Garland,
M. P. for Carleton and Arthur DeWitt
Foster out of the Conservative party.
Their constituencies may send them
back to parliament, but the Conserva
tive party on Parliament HIill will
have none of them. And so Bir Robert
Borden hag made good the promises
he made in opposition. He told the
people that the party he led must be
clean and that government he formed

has set. .
The Men of the Hour M Ganada

Several of his ministers have added
to their reputations during the short
session that is gone. At its beginning
General Hughes vni the man against

[T

L THE J0B

Commission Which Govern-
ment will Appoint to Con-
trol Purchase of War Sup-

of One Man Only,

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, April 15.—While the Prime
Minister stated in the House of Com-
mons this morning that the govern-
ment had not decided whether the
commission, which it will appoint to
control the purchase of all war sup-
plies, would be a one-man or three-
man commission, it is understood now
that the probability is that only one
man will be appointed, He will be
the biggest man, in respect to charac;
iter and ebiity; that the govefmment
can secure. Several names have been
suggested, but it will be the early part
of next week before an announcement
is made, It will not be a high salar-
jed position, if indeed any salary is
paid at all. It will be an opportunity
for some big Canadian business man
to render a patriotic service of the
highest value, and the invitation to
accept the position will probably be
made on that ground.

A genuinely big man will be reqair-
ed, for it will be a “man’s job.” He
will have charge of the purchase and
inspection of the war supplies for
which the $100,000,000 has just been
voted, and also of war supplies in
large quantities for England and the
allies. It is understood that some
very large new contracts from over-
seas are to be placed in Canada in
the immediate future.

The cabinet held a two hour session
tonight, as several ministers are about
to leave town for a few days. Hon.
Dr. Reid and Hon. A. E. Kemp went
to Toronto tonight. Hon. Robert

Rogers is out of town, but will be
back Monday or Tuesday.

—_———————

STRIKE T0 STOP
MAKING SUPPLIES
FOR BELLIGERENTS

Advocated at Mass Meeting of
Central Federation Union of
Greater Ne wYork,

New York, April 15-—Resolutions
calling upon organized labor through-
out the United States “to consider
geriously the oropoul ot a gensnl
strike those 1
ed in the production of ammunition
and food supplies,” for the use of war-
ring Eh i were adop
tonight lt & mass meeting called by
the Central Federated Union of Great-
er New York and vicinity to consider
a peace movement.

SIY BHDER
HAS AETURNED

Amsterdam, via London, Apru 15—
It is officially announced in

0

plies Will Probably Consist|

/D AT SE VERAL POINTS

.THE LARGEST BURDEN

HON. W. T. WHITE—*“Come and look at this other side of his load, that's the cause for extra rations.”
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Russians Report

Progress

In The

in Battle
Carpathians

FACED BY LA

| FORCES THAN AT BEGINNING BUT
HAMMERING AT ENEMY’

S LINE TO OPEN DOORWAY

INTO HUNGARY—DUTCH PEOPLE INDIGNANT OVER
SINKING OF STEAMER BY TORPEDO.

London, April' 15.~Although it is
not yet certain that a German subma-
rine was responsible for the sending
to the bottom of the Dutch steamer
Katwyk, off the North Hinder Light-
ship last night, the sinking of the ves-
sel has aroused the indignation of the
Dutch people, as evidenced by the
editorials of the newspapers in Hol-
land.

The Katwyk, which was laden with
grain from Baltimore, consigned to
the Dutch government, is reported to
have been lying at anchor at the time
of the explosion, and to have been fly-
ing the Dutch flag. The Dutch news-
papers insist, therefore, that no mis-
take could have been made, and that
if a German submarine actually tor-
pedoed the steamer, “we must expect
that the German government will,
without loss of time, be made respon-
sible for this severe violation of the
right of neutral powers.”

The fact that the Dutch govern-
ment was directly involved in the
Katwyk’'s cargo, and that the news of
the sinkimg of the steamer came im-
mediately on top of the announcement

’that four Dutch trawlers had been

seized by the Germans and taken to
Zeeoburgge, apparently heightened the
feeling of the Hollanders.

The Katwyk incident and many ru-
mors of diplomatic movements in Italy
and the near east seemingly had made
the people of England almost forget
last night's Zeppelin raid over Nor.
thumberland county, and the fighting
on the continent.

Next in interest to the sinking of the
Katwyk was the . publication of a
“White Paper,” showing that Great
Britain acknowledged that British

cruisers had sunk the German cruiser
Dresden in Chilean territorial waters
and had offered an apology for the
action of her squadron.

French Again on Offensive.

As far as fighting is concerned, the
battles in the Carpathians and in the
Woevré are the only ones of any im-
portance. The Russians, although now
faced by very much larger forces than
they were at the beginning of the bat-
tle, three months ago, are said to be
continuing their efforts to force the
Austro-German armies completely out
of the Carpathians, and open the way
to Hungary. Having successfully tak-
en the western passes they are bendipg
their energies on an attempt to cap-
ture the Uzsok Pass and the hejghts
to the northeast of that break in the
mountains.

Petrograd claims that the Russians
are making steady progress, despite
the efforts of the Austro-Hungarians
to outflank them. But the Austrians
insist that the recent fighting has been
in their favor and that they have cap-
tured another important height north-
west of Uzsok Pass. %

In the Woevre the French apparent-
iy have revived their offensive, and
at several points claim to have added
materially to the ground previously
gained, which would bring them a step
nearer their main objective—the re-
moval of the German wedge which
bends their line back to St. Mihiel.

In-the Argonne, in Alsace and in the
region of the Somme, the French de-
clare they also have made some pro-
gress, but this is in direct contradic
tion of the Berlin report, which says
that all the French attacks were re-
pulsed.

EX-MISSION WORKER
BUILTY OF MURDER

Toronto, April 16—Harry Asher, the
worker, charged with at-

tempting to murder Rev. John Mec-

Pherson Scott on December 3rd last,
was found guilty today by a jury in
the Criminal Assize Court. Chancel
lor Boyd remanded him to jafl for ex-
amination as to his Banity.

e,

TWELVE MILLION WAR STAMPS

Toronto, April 15—Twelve million
mlhmpuhvebeenmnomm
The In-

T y.

postal
Berlin{land Revenue officials have handed

out 100,000 stamps -of various denom-

THE GORSIGAN
DOGKS AT HALIFAX

Halifax, April 16.—The Allan liner
Corsican from Liverpool, with the
mails and passengers, docked at 2
o'clock this morning. She had 1,000
packages of mail and 269 S

KITCHENER'S
ARMY GOING
UNDER CANWAS

Leaving Winter Quarters and
Moving Back to Salishury
Plain,

London, April 16.—Kitchener's army
—horse, foot and artillery—is on the
move once more to the great camping
ground on Salisbury Plain, where soon
more than a 100,000 soldiers will be
encamped. The winter is ended, bil
lets and winter quarters are being
emptied, and all along the main roads
that lead to the plain, lines of troops
can be seen on the march. One entire
brigade of ten thousand men is march-
ing cross-country from Whitby, mak-
ing about seventeen miles a day, un-
der active service confiitions,

Following six months of hard train-
ing this is an easy test, and less than
a dozen men daily have fallen out >
line from all causes.

MILITARY MEN
BUESTS OF AMHERST
GANADIAN GLUB

Interesting Gathering Last Ev-
ening—St. Frances Xavier
Professor Speaks on Devel-
opment of Prussianism.,

Special to The Standard.
Amherst, N. 8., April 15.—~The Am-

herst Canadian Club had a unique

gathering in the St. Regis Hotel this
evening. It had for its guests Prof.
Bucknell of St. Frances Xavier Col-

lege, Antigonish and the officers of
the 22nd F.)C. Battalion and the Gth
Mounted Rifles,

The steamer had a good trip and the

voyage was without incident. No Ger-

man submarines was sighted.
—_—————————

TRIAL OF ALLEGED
GERMAN SPIES IN LONDON.,

London, April 15.—The trial of the
three alleged German spies, Kuepferle,
Hahn and Muller, charged with send-
ing military information to Germany,
has been definitely fixed for April 26.
The proceedings will be in secret be-
fore the Lord Chief Justice. The auth-

inations, but the d is

"|than the suppiy.

orities intimate that the case is one
of the greatest importance,

The Pr ‘W, L. Ormand, pre-
sided and after the dinner was com-
pleted Prof. Bucknell delivered a stir-
rlng and interesting nddrens on the
t of Pr The ad-
dress was an able effort, and a vote

de

of thanks was extended to the speak-

er by C. R. Smith, K. C, and A. G.
McKenzie, recorder of the town. A
toast to the military guests was pro-

posed by Supervisor E. J. Roy and
responded to by Colonel Gaudet and

Col. Ryan. There was a large atten-
dance of the members of the club and

the meeting was one of the most suc-
cessful in the history of the organiza-
tion,

ENGLAND
EAPRESSES
ER AEGAET

At Apparent Violation of Chil~
ean Neutrality by British
Warships.

APOLOGIZES FOR
DRESDEN INCIDENT.

White Paper Issued by British
Government Contains Reply
to Chile's Note of Protest,

London, April 15—The British gov-
ernment has offered a “full and ample
apology” to the Chilean government
for the sinking, on March 14, in Chil-
ean territorial waters of the German
cruiser Dresden, the internment of
which had already been ordered by
the Maritime Governor of Cumberland
Bay when the British squadron at- |
tacked and sank her.

This fact was made public tonight,
in a White Paper, giving the texts of
the Chilean note, protesting nnmn
the

The note delivered by the Chilean
Minister to Great Britain says that -
the Dresden anchored in Cumberland |
Bay, (Juan Fernandez Island) March
9, and asked permission to remain
eight days for the purpose of repair /
ing her engines, which were said to be
out of order. The governor refusad
the r as he idered it un-
founded, and ordered the captain io
leave the bay within twenty-four
hours,

As the order was not complied with,
the captain of the Dresden was inform-
ed that his ship was interned.

When the British squadron appeared
on March 14, the governor was pro-
ceeding to the cruiser Glasgow to in-
form the British officers of the steps
he had taken, but he had to turn back
as the British ships opened fire on
the Dresden, on which a flag of truce
had already been hoisted, and called
on her captain to surrender. The
captain then gave orders to blow up
the magazine of the Dresden.

“This act of hostility committed in
Chilean territorial waters by a British
naval squadron,” says the Chilean min-
ister, “has painfully surprised my gov-
ernment.”

Continuing, the ministers says that
had the officer in command of the Bri-
tish squadron received the governnr
and being informed that the Dresden
was interned, he was convinced “the
British commander would not have
opened fire on her, and brought about
a situation which constrains the
Chilean government, in defence of its
sovereign rights, to formulate a most
energetic protest.”

Regrets the Incident.

After referring to the hospitality
shown British ships in Chilean waters,
and to the long friendship between
the two peoples, the minister says:

“Nothing could be a more painful
surprise to us than to see our custo 2-
ary cordial attitude repaid by an act
which bears, unfortunately, all the evi-
dences of contempt for our sovereign
rights, although it is probable that
there was nothing further from the
minds of those by whom it was un-
thinkingly committed.”

The British government, in its reply,
expresses regret that a misunder-
standing arose, and adds:

“On the facts, as stated in the com-
munication of the Chilean minister, the
British government is prepared to of-
fer a full and ample apology to the
Chilean government.”\

It is, however, pointed out that, ac-
gording to the British information, the
Dresden “had not accepted internment
and still had her colors flying and her
guns trained.”

The British reply continues:

“If this is so, and if there were no
means available for enfor the
decision of the Chilean authorities o
intern the Dresden, she might obvious-
ly, had not the British ships taken
action, have escaped again to attack
British commence.”

It is added:

“The captain of the Glasgow probe
ably assumed, especially in view of
the past action of the Dresden, that

(Continued on page 2)




