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When Every Painter in the City will be Busy.

Have what work is to be done began now, and May day 
will find you all ready for your tenants.
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An Orlntial Anecdote with an Application 
to Moncton A «aire.

A little incident which occured at the 
meeting of the Moncton town council the 
other evening reminds me forcibly of a 
shrewd Eastern poem I once read, incident 
first and poem after :

The good mayor of the town is 
sistent member of the Baptist church, a 
leader at prayer meetings, and of 
firm believer in the efficacy of prayer—I 
am myself, by the way, too, but yet this 
instance of bringing religion into our daily 
business struck me as a little uncommon.

Ihere have been a great many accidents 
lately in town on account of the icy side
walks, and last summer there were several 
suits for damages against the town, brought 
by people who had tumbled into holes in 
the sidewalks.
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One of the councillors 
thought a special sum should be set apart 
each year to pay damages for accidents to 
people who would contumaciously insist on 
falling down on the sidewalks.

Whereupon the worthy mayor suggested 
that clergymen should be asked to pray for 
the prevention of people falling down. And 
a secular minded young councillor arose 
and said,“Or preach sermons against the 
sin of defrauding the town.” Another 
young councillor— who is also the agent for 
an insurance company—brought up in the 
rear with the suggestion that perhaps the 
town might save money by the issue of ac
cident policies for the inhabitants !

And the poem contains the moral.
An enthusiastic and pious young Arab 

once went to the venerable sheik of his 
tribe and told him he had resolved that he 
would no longer tether his camel at night, 
lest it should stray or be stolen. Allah 
was all-powerful ana required faith from his 
followers. Henceforth he would each 
night “commit it to Allah’s care.”

And the old sheik smiled a smile of in
effable wisdom and superiority and re- 
■EMW esgely: “2fc thy camel, Ben 
Haled, and commit it to Allah’s care !”

The council believed firmly that faith 
without wfrka was dead. • • •
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WEEKS AHEAD 0
THE OPERA “DOROTHY’ 

THE PUBLIC IN L

It Wm Not Doe Until Easter.
Got There Just the Same and
a Genuine Sensation — What
Has Been Able to Mun Abo
There is trial, tribulation an< 

of tongues among the mem 
“brave little band!’ .wfio ha 
hearsing the opera of Dorothy 
tion immediately aftdr Easter, 
pears to have heéÿtrouble iroi 
about one thing or anoàer, an 
one difficulty was surmounted t 
to take its place.

The project was started by 
prising young ladies with sweet 
a high dramatic talent whiul 
fitted them for the undertak 
were full of faith, and that faith 
them to surmount many obs 
might have discouraged youn 
less courage and zeal. It sh 
plained, however, that while tl 
the management appears to be 
ladies, the legal and responsibl 
have been two gentlemen, w 
appear to have had much to sa 
matter.

The most formidable obstat 
tered up to last week was the 
the right to produce the o] 
question seems to have been ov 
the outset. It was only after th 
well advanced and a certain 
money had been spent that it 
that somebody outside of the cc 
something to say about Dorothy 

That somebody was a certain 
who resides in New York and i 
octopus arms all over Americ 
in the royalties due him as owi 
proprietory rights. None of the 
had seen Mr. Duff, but all of 
heard of him, and that was enou| 
was an impression that Mr. Du 
asleep as to what was going on ii 
and that at the proper moment 
appear in company with either 
or the chief of police. Under 
cumstances it was considered no 
than honest to consult him.

A letter was written him, exp' 
circumstances, the humble asp 
the amateurs, etc., and asking hi 
would take. He did not emulate 
Ward by answering "whiskey,” i 
did not answer at all.

In the meantime the fopty’ vo 
being attuned to cheerful notes, 
conductorship of Mr. R. Perc 
organist of Trinity church, and fc 
were filled with glad anticipatio 
of the- company, while admit 
Strand’s ability as a musician, gc 
pression that conducting was not 
point. He was too gentle with 
and did not shout and gesticu 
ciently to satisfy some of their tas 
human race, having been governet 
governed for centuries, likes to 
over, and young ladies dearly lc 
“bossed” by a man, if he goes ab 
the right way.

There is said to have been 
among some of the company, wl 
or may not have been due to 
preference, that Mr. James F 
new organist of Stone church, 
right kind of a man to take Mr. 
place. Whether they thought N 
would be more fierce than Mr. 
not stated, and whether financial c 
tion entered into the matter is al 
ter on which Progress does not 
to offer an opinion. The préférer 
ever, seems to have gained stren 
week to week.

Mr. Strand, apparently, was n 
of this fact. He attended the re 
as usual, and said "please” as mi 
as frequently as it he were, insti 
favorite drawing-room pupil.

In the meantime another letter 
to silent, but vigilant Mr. Duff, 
no attention to it, and then the < 
threatened to make a very bold st 
deed. They proposed to produce j 
whether Mr. Duff liked it or not. 
taking such a rash step they de- 
consult a lawyer.

The legal luminary informed th 
while Mr. Duff could undoubtedlj 
cute every one of them, yet the cast 
have to be dealt with by a St. Jol 
and there would be only nominal di 

Which speaks volumes for the ji 
tem and the patriotism ot St. Johr 
when a stranger has a suit in court.

Some of the young ladies thought 
light opera in the Institute, followei 
amusing farce in the court, would 
awfully jolly -racket,, and were rat 
clined tq go ahead, T№s was the be 
of sorrow for Mr. Strand.

Mr. Strand objected to being: a p 
proceedings which might end in all 
appearing m the police or some 
court, and said that if such a couri 
followed he -must décliné t6 cduti 
conductor. This was more than a

Ceiling Decoration a specialty of 1 
• *«"**, 966 Union Btreet.
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