Sir Wilfrid Sounds ‘the ‘Key-|
note of Ministerial Policy

““Not to Benefit, But to Satisfy "
Explains Many Things That the
Government 'Hava-fDone.

The Laurier Motto Can be Used te Explain
Official Lying and Official Stuliag and
the Making of Promises Only to Break
Them.

OTTAWA,; July 14— Mr. Blair suc-
ceeded in creating a senation in the
house Iast evening. ' Some members:
were shocked the day before whén the
minister announced that the contract
for over $300,000 had been given ito
Messrs. Connolly, whose names are
somewhat familiar to . ithe house of
commons, It is eight years since the
MocGreevy: investigation, but the me-
mory of the eﬁqulries still lingers in
these halls.  Nearly half’ ot the: mem-

parli , ‘when i
colleague, the ‘present maamr ot bnb-
lic works, made his charge  in rega.rd
to. the' MoGreevy ‘contracts, ' There
may” bé some ‘whe * thought that In
view of thes» devélopments, and es-
pecially of what was ‘sald 'by mem-
bers of this mmt-try the government
should ‘not ‘have dealt with the Con- |
nclys ‘on #&ny terms.’ ‘Othere who
know that they are good builders as
well as good bargainers, would  not
object to have them accepted as gov-
ernment contractors if they came in
as the lowest tenderers. It may be
remembered that: among the allega~-
tions in regard to the Quebec harbor
works it was said that a lower ten-
der than that of McGreéevy and the
~Connollys was ruled out and that a
contract was given to them for $753,-
371, when the harbor board had a ten-
der which properly ‘cxtended was
$17,000 lower, a loss of over two per
cent. ‘Similarly it was charged thatin,
the Esquimault dock contract a lower
tender than that of the Connolly firm
was got out of the way and the award:*
given to this comcern $35,000 higher,
or 9 per cent higher. It was a dis-
puted question whether these charges
‘were - sustained, But this was the
crime charged against the govern-
ment 'in the Hsquimault case and
against the Quebec harbor board and
minister of public works in thé Quebec
case,

It may be interesting on anather day
to quote some of the language used
by men now in the government in re-.
ference to thes2 same Connollys, At
present it may be said that when Mr."
Blair announeed the -name of M. P.
and ' N. K. Connolly as his Long
‘Whart. contractors there were strong
manifestations of interest. Tt did not
then ‘appear, however, that they were
other than the lowest tenderers.  In
fact the contra.u‘ appeared,  as ‘Han-

sard -ahb i “Here is thy omdtal re-
port After Mr, Blair had mentioned
‘the estimated  cost of .the works the
~discussion proceeded:
i "2{1' Montague—Were tenders called
ord
Mr. Blair—Yes. : ‘
Mr. Montague—And given to the low-
est tenderer?
Mr. Blair—Yes.
Mr. Montague—Who is the tenderer?
s Mr. Blair—M, P. and N. K. Gonnouv
Mr. Montague—Surely not,
Mr. Blair—Yes.
Mr, M:ontague—-«ls
faot? )
Mr. Bla.lr—-You can take my state-
ment as accurate.
Mr.’ Montagne—-l move that we  ex-
. punge a la.rg'é number of speeches tmm
' Hansard,

-

that really the

Mr. Blair— am sure a great many
, Speeches’ might be expurged.”

- Afterwards Mr. Blair was asked who
had tendered and ‘nvited to give frr-
ther ‘particulars. Then he disclosed
the fact that the Connollys were not |
the lowest tenderers. The official re~
port makes Mr. Blair say: ‘“There was
one difficulty which caused Mr, Mayes,
' ‘whose ‘tender was something smaller

than that of the Connollys, to with-
draw his tender. He coupléd his ten-
der—not at the moment of tendering,
but before we notifted him—and in
fact before we opened the tenders,
with a condition that the government
should give him permisston to bricg in
& dredge from the United States, free
of duty, and allow him to work in_ the
harbor. We refused to allow ' the

dredge to be brought in without duty.| °

He declined to sign the adnu-a.ct and he
forfeited his deposit.”

Mr. Blair went on ta say that the
forfeit of $14,000 hm! not been return-
ed, though Mr. Mayes ad asked for it.
Dr. Montague and others seemed to be
rather surprised that the tenderer
should forfeit this amount for the sake
ot’nwduty on & dredge. . But they ‘ex~:

thq Gplnlon ghat m thing

were brouﬁtdowm I 18 shoutd appear |

that the: »‘cmmoily tendeér was $14,000
5y " < e&

Connolly uuulrl afford to

pay the dems&mur sn“hrs marg'ln and

the Connollys.”. It

fore the ‘house ‘ascer

ount was renreoent;ei

thing”” ' Then it wae fdund
Mayes  contract was :fndead
thing smaller.”  Tha dfmame \
mmatter of $108,183, or. more the 0
timés the amount of tha fon
posit. The Cohnolly tmdu'm
cént. higher: than the

Fee—

It was m{dnlrht of ﬂxe next day,

when Dr. Moutague wes not present, |

mnurnrumn

r0se meaveses

Heney ...... .. ceaniianee S081
Magyes .. ...... ,990

Now, so0 ta.r as the minleter states,
the only difficulty in thé Mayes case.

-...-h---‘

‘ “ m‘m’ from

aufb\mted to uy :$30,000, m Heney,
wanted to amend his tender by add-
ing $33,000 to cover this duty. The
whole amount at stake in the customs
department could not exceed that.
If you take $33,000 from $108,000° there
is still a margin of $75,000, which the
govemment swould have saved by al-
lowing Mr. Mayes to amend his tender
by adding ‘the amount of duty. The
customs department would also have
obtained the $33,000 which Mr. Mayes
would have paid, so that the whole
$108,000 would have been added: to the
contents of the federal tréasury,

But after all it is a little singular
that the departmentg of railways and
customs should ins that dredges.
employed - at Intercolonial  railway
‘works should pay duty while Mr.
 Blair. buys locomotives and cars in
‘Pennsylvania and New York without
regard to duty, If the.same rule were
applied in the one case as in the other
the/question of . foreign = machinery
would not be allowed to stand in the
‘wuy of a favorable contract,

There was: another thing which
Mr. Blair might have done if he had
not.chosen to refuse the privilege ask-
€d by Mr. Mayes and Mr. Heney. He
.:;uld mled for new tenders and |

us .. ﬂ“ﬂl M at:
‘almost . the highest figuras o . The
question of time was appa.rently no
great, object when we copsider. that a
considerable period waw'.allowed  to
lapse between the date fixed for open-
ing the tenders and the time when
Mr. Blair and Mr.; Potiinger opened
thern, and ‘when we' remember that
there was a further period of some
five or six weeks after the opening of
tenders before the contract was sign-
ed

It also appears that before the ten-
ders were opened Mr. Mayes had dis-
cussed with Mr. Blair the question of
the dredge and that Mr. Heney had
also been trying to negotiate between
the time that the tenders/ were put in
and the time that they were opened.
Ther : was no reason why the Connoi-
lys could not have’learned rom ten-
derers themselves during this inter-
. mission who the other tenderers were
4nd what was the amount of. their of-
fers, and to have made any arrange-
ment which was possible in the cir-
cumstances, . In the general resclt it
does not yet appear that Mr. Mayes
is: a heavy loser, especially if, as Mr,
Blair, says, his tender was very low.
He had a rvight to forfeit his deposit
and withdraw. He has a share as sub-
contractor or partner in the Connolly
Bros. contract, and if he should get his
forfeit back, or if, as Mr. Blair seems
to suggest, that the Connolly Bros.
should pay it, he probably will get out
of the affair as well as if his tender
had been accepted. In the same way
it may be arranged so that Mr. Heney
‘Will’ not be the loses. The Connollys
Svidently stand to gain. There is only
one party to the affair who comes out
on the losing side, and that is the
party wh> made the contract at Mr.
Connolly’s figures—the people of Can-
ada.

coThe minb;;e-r of ‘rallways gives. an
estimate made by Mr. Maackenzie of
the nroba.blp cost of the work. This
was $322,060, or $6,000 less than the
Cornolly tender. - Mr. Blair was not
able to inform the ' house how the
government estimate was made up.
Mr. McLellan of Glengarry, himself a
contraetor of experience, endeavored
to learn how the engineer figured out
his calculations, that is to say, liow.
much for timber, how much for filling,
how much for dredging and so on.
Mr. Blair only knew that the dredging
was estimated at 45 cents a yard. He
‘had no other figures and took his engi- |
neer’'s statement for the whole am-
ount.  This struck Mr, Haggart as be-
ing an odd way of doing it. He thought
it was the duty of the minister to con-
sider the ‘‘prices Himself.  Mr. Blair
" wanted to know whether he ought. to
g0 ‘down with a taps line and correct
the engineér's measuvrement. The ex-
minister dld not expect him to do that,
but: @id, think ‘that he should examine
the engineer’s  statement  of. prices,
espaciaily before vassing a tender and
accepting one higher by $108,000. We
shiall ‘probably hear sSomething more
a.bout this contract at a later day.

Mea.nt.ime attention has been called

vwho do dnr-
ing deeds in
battle, are

The same is true of the
men who win suceess
in the battles of work
and business. When
’ a n;!anhs léver is slug-
& gish, his xgestxon im-
"""""pmx'cdl and his stom-
; ach weak, *his ‘blood
n gets thin and im-
}mre 'the b?ood is the stream of life, -If
tis inipure every vital organ in the body is
Stoperly nourished and - s weak”
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funchons inthe economy of life, vie-,
tim suffers from 10ss of appetite and sleep,
wind, pain, fulness and swelling of the
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food: in /the: throat, headaches, ;ud
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ngs ' bac e n ¢ of ‘a te,
‘ cs the "digestion perfect and: tll:piinr
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and imparts #ental power and - elutidty
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I
ngs,
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ments,

-Costiveness, consti atiou and dity
of the liver are sure y edily and per-
manently cured by Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant

Pellets. They dre tiny, sugar-voated m:.
ules, One mzth.- ‘tPellet?! " 18.a geutle

wCo. ; -unnly-
ing lubricating ofl to the “Intercolonial
railways. . In reply to these qu:
‘Mr. Mills, for the department
ways, zave the tollowlnt lntorma.tlog

In May. 1390. tlm late govemment
asked for tenders for one year’s sup-
ply of lubricating and burning 'oils,
Offers were received from John? Mec-
Goldrick, St. John, N. B.; dalens Oil
‘Works,Toronto; ‘J. R. Hutchins, Mon-
trecl; Eastern Ofl Company, St. John;!
Samuel Rogars, Toronto; A. Holden,
Montreal; Imperial Ofi Co., Petrolea;
‘Bushnell 0il Co., Montrea! On. the
Tth of July, 1896, ‘the contract was
given to the Imperial Oil Co., who, it
appeared, made ' the lowest specific
tender. After the change of govern-
ment, Mr, Blair notified the TImperial
Oil Co. that the contract would " not
be 'executed, and cne was madé ‘with
the Galena Ofl Works of Toronto, from
"whom the minister stated he had a
more ‘favorable offer. This contract
was made on the 17th of Septémber,
1896, and was followed by one'on 'the
23:d of September for signal oik

The Galena  Oil Co’s . tender was
bigher than' the Imperial Oil: Co.,; but
prcrosed to guarantee: that. the lubri-
cation undér their contrset would cost
‘ten per cent léss than the cost,  for
the previous twelve months: .Iwm

equivalent to cash. On the other hand
the government would lose it all, for
every. dollar of it comes into the de-
partment ‘of the interior to pay for
lands that wou’d otherwise be paid
for in-money.
that if the govern:ment was going to
give the hﬁf breeds the land, it should’
be done directly. If a money compen-~
sation were given, the money should
be so ‘bestowed that the whole of it
wotld go o the half-breeds, Dr. Mon-

‘Mr, Foster's view was

tague suggésted that in place of giv-

ing a hilfbreed $300 worth of scrip
he should be allowed, if he wanted the

money, to take it in the form of an

annual payment, say of $40. or $60 a
vear. Then he would get the whole
of it, and the speculators who were
follov:ing him up would not be the
chief beneficiaries.

Mr. Sifton held tha.t these criticisms
and suggestions a.pplind to the ecourse
pursued in Manitoba. . That method
was open to censure, But he had re-
formed\it all. He was not issuing this
scrip payable to bearer, but required
& legal ‘transfer made before a proper
person, with witnesses, affidavits and
all the other formalities attendant on
a transfer of .title. This wonld make
it impossible. for the . speculators to
“take  ads of a

: f vantage | :
this element which Mr. Blair give$ as’| T 0 intoxicated or in temporary need

the reason for cancelling the other ac~
ceptance and clesing the new contract.
The eost of oil for the twelve months’
preceding Mr. Blair’s contract with
the Galena Company was $33,377. The
first year after that contract was made
it was $43,174, while for the next year
it was $40,266. ' The figures per car
mile on which the guarantee is made
Mr. Blair has not yet given. ' The
minister states that an amount: has
been deducted each year sufficient to
make the ten per cent reddction per
car mile, as guaranteed. Notwith-
standing this the amount paid to the
Galena 0Oil Co.~for oil for the two
vears and part of the third has been
$93,429.

e T

Now ther¢on hangs a tale. It will be
Seen that Mr. Blair concelled the con-
tract made by the lowest tenderer and
accepted one in. which higher, figures
were quoted, on account, as he a.ueges.
of a guarantee of tem per. cent reduc-
tion in the total cost per mile, = Fur-
ther enquiry will no doubt show that
the late govaroment €id not make the
contract on ' this basis, because the
tendérs had not*been called for in that
way:  Propositions for the guarantee
attachad had bean received and were
not ‘accepted, the department ‘taking
the sround that if an arrangement of
that kind were made it cught to be
made in the same way as the other, by
an open call for tendars on thas basis.
The minister states that s¢ far back
ag ‘in 1895 J. Humphrey & Son of
Moncton offered to supply oil for loco-
motives o~ a mileage basis, guarantee-
ing the same saviag of ten per cent. ag
was subsequently offered by the Galena
company. The late government then
took the ground that if any echange

of money. Moreover, it prevented the
alienation of the title of halfbreeds
under .age, as they could not make a
legal transfer. These comprised more
than half the total number, and/their
title wonld be secure until they became
able to understand the nature of the
case,

Mr. Sifton was rather severe on the
old method, and used some strong lan-
guage against the adventurers and
speculators who gather in the scrip as
fast as it is given out, paying a trifle,
sometimes in drinks, sometimes in
cheap jewelry, and ' occasionally in
money. Mr. Foster did not defend the
old 'way. But he protested that the
country was iow much better known,
that the halfbreeds were more ad-

vanced and that we were in a position

to profit by past errors and to adopt
better methods than were employed

when we took posasssion of ‘the North-
west.

e

This discussion was eleven days ago.

Yesterday Mr. Sifton: explained that
the whole  programme had changed.

He had sent his commissioners out to

settle with the halfbreeds and issue
scrip in ‘accord with the statements
made 3leven days before.  The com-
missioners had changed the whole
method and aad issued scrip payable
to bearer.. This explanation had to. be
made because Mr. Davin stated that

negotiable scrip of that kind had been
seen in circulation. Mr. Sifton explained

that the 'commissioners had decided
that this would not satisfy the half-
breeds, who, it appears, are anxious

to get clear of their serip at once. Of
course they are strongly encouraged

"vatican and the statements made to

"condemned such appointments,

| government is 'to satisfy ‘and not to

reéd who | ‘as pait of‘thk‘nhim'*of this gen

. thing to do. It was conceded by the

was permitted in the regular specifica~
tions all contractors alike should be
permitted to compete on that basis. It
‘took the same ground in 1898 w.
Galena  Oil company made thi
proposition as Humphrey. ;

en, the
sa.me

in that idea by Sspeculators and other
camp followers, who seek a chance to
‘get tlis larger part of the grant them-
selves. Mr. Sifton says he has no doubt
the commissioners had reasons for
their ‘dction, and as it ‘was not con-

thoy had taken their own heads for it

venient for them to report to Ottawa!

“concera. Tt is undarstood that-if the

~ter of Canadian politics.

3 them 'serip,

ﬂve,un;rgv ild cathartic. The gnever
T“ m.“ TR Woured
ed ot untila T
m’yt en be t!isg? ntinved without a
. “They stimulate, |
ir tb and remte the stumach Iivet i

and bowels.  Medicine 'stores sell
and ha: Venoatherpﬂhthat“m jgt
as good.”’

4

"M, Blair changed the basis, as he
Had a right to do. But he did not call
for new tenders. He made a private
arrangemsnt with the Galena Co. with-
out competition. This contract, though
only made for one year, has been ex-
tended to the second and third year,
and over $100,000 has been raid to that

guarantee basis had been submitted
to tender another firm would have been
willing to reduce the amount by 20 per
" cent. instead of ten.

One other development appertaining
to ‘the case may be mentioned:~ Mr.
Blair took ' office in: July., - He was &
candidate ' in Queeas and - Sunbury
counties in the campaign which ended
on' the 25th of August. The chntract.|.
with the Galena Oil Co. was made on
the 17th of Sept>mber. After tifé can-
cellation of the acceptance of the low-
est rezular tender, the sgent &f the
Galena Co. i3 said to have béen seen
in the county of Queens actively as-
sistfng in the good “wWork of securing
a seat for the minister of railways.
This gentleman belongs to New York
and is said to have been on his first:
visit to New Brunswick in 1598, so that
his sudden and impetuous interest  in
Queens  county pelitics 1s a 'striking
commentary on the attractive c¢harac-

8. D, 8,

OTTAWA, July 15.—The hotise. of
commons yvoted several million dollars
yesterday, mostly for canals, and put
through ‘all that was left in the main
estimates for the department of the
interior. Another day or two will fin-
ish ‘the: main ‘estimates, and in the
meantime the supplementary, which
was. promised a tortnlght ‘ago, will be
down. : There iqust be a great smount
_Gf WOFty over these supplementary es-
timates, as they have been held over
day after day and week atter week
until ‘the close of the fourth month of
the session.. It will be & pretty. big
I'thing. when it does. come, if it fuifils
the expectation ‘of those who have
promised it. Sir ‘Wilfrid is anxious to
satisfy. That is the keynote of his
whole system-— 'sa.tlsty rather than
| benefit,”

An incldent in proof has_ocourred
this desalon.\ Less than two' “Weeks ago’
llr Sifton ' was steering through the
,hbﬁn & medsure to proyide a fresh
| issue of “scrip to the half-breeds, The
intent 1s to provide a. title to 241 acres
- of 1and for each half-breed born be- |
| tween 1871 and 1885, and thus to extin-
. guish thelr title to any further amoint

and acted conirary to instructions.
He had not dismissed them, and while
he had adiered
vressed the other day, he would per-
haps have done the same thing him-
self if he had been on the spot as had

to the 'opinion ex-

been done by  his friands and ap-

pointees who nad charge of this busi--
ness.
through with the defence of the 'de-
partment was not only excusing but
almost commending the course which
eleven days before he claimed great
credit for having @ avoided. He e¢an
hardly be persuaded now that he has
brought upon the halfbreeds all those
evils which eleven days ago he claimed
had been caused by the issue of serip
payable to bearer.

In fact Mr. Sifton before he got

It was in . these circumstances that

Sir Wilfrid soundied the keynote of
ministerial policy. He stated that the
“halfbreeds desired the issue of trans-
ferable scrip, and held that if they
wanted to get rid of it for a trifle they
should be allowed to do it.
wanted
money, and rather than have trouble
Sir Wilfrid was disposed to give them
what they wanted.
occur to him that if the Hhalfbreeds
wanted to give away their sérip, which
cost the. goverament a good deal of
money,
the camp followers should have the
value.

‘What they
to do was to turn it into

It did not seem to

they ' themselves and: not

Sir Wilfrid summed it all up in these

memorable tords:

‘“The primary object is not to bene-

fit the hglfbreeds but to satisfy them.”
As Mr. Davin -and other -members
pointed ovut, this is a most remarkable
statement to come from a prime min- |
ister. It shows an utter disregard of
‘the responsibility of an administration
toward a people who are in a sense
wards of ‘the' country. The object of
the present government in this' matter
may be what the préemier says. The

object of ‘an Hhonest  iovernment is

primarily to benefit and’incidentally to
satisfy if possible.

A careful ‘student of ‘the history of

the last three years cannot fail to see
that Sir Wilfrid’s statement is a gen-
i eral announcement “of government
policy.  Tha whole theory. of ‘8ir 'wil-
frid’s government is expressed in the
“words “not to benefit, but to satisfy.”
This explains why minist
declared ' themsel¥es 't/ be . consci-
entiously opposed ' to protestion and
‘who assert that ‘the protective policy
is injurious ‘to the :country have re-.d.
tained -protection: ‘The Tatirler motto '*ma.g th

‘wwho have

of territory. But, in:the place of giv- | “to ‘Batisfy ‘rather .than  benefit”

{ing them the land, the :ovnmem la
| following the example' adopted wi
ibe half-breeds of Manitdba, and !
~which - will enutle
e holder to the land for himself, or
to sell.. As a rule this scrip is pur-
chased by speculators at a fraotion
of its face value of a dollar an acre,
and 18 ultimately - sold by them to
‘white settlers at its tace
W

Mr. Foster md other opposmon"
members: .strongly urged the govern-'
ment not to make ‘this issue of serip; |
but to see that the individual half-:

not benefit

ac-
courits for- the Drummond 'and Grand
Trunk

railway dml. meh..n they do

i 'were doing? . . .

- peculiar "means. of buying the scrip which

it and he
| make a

: government poifcy

{ has made one change w
| the road 8381 feet,:

.explains  the "negotiations with the

Rome in flat contradiction of the state-
ments made by the same ministérs to
Canadians. It accounts for the ap-
pointment to >ffice of membérs of the
house of commons by ministers who
since
the mentbers. appointed ' have  been
satisfied even though the country has
not. hean benefitted. It explains the
‘maXing 6f 'solemn promises
house .to satlisfy certain persons, and
the breaking 'of the same promises to
satisfy others. It explains why con-
tracts we givea o favoriies who have
to be satisfied, when the law requires
that they should be let by tender and
when the minister in charge has sol-
emnly promised to obey the law. The
Laurisr .notto that the purpose of a

benefit can be ussd o explain official
lying and dfficlal stealing. Mr. ‘Bour-
assa, a member of parliament whose
speech was highly commended' by the
premier, has laid down the rule that a
minister does not lie when he breaks a
pledge, provided he changes his mind
after he makss the TDromise.” The
Bourassian system of ethics ‘afid the
Laurier principles :f govérnment de-
serve to go down to posterity together

eration.

Zhe Grand Trunk and Drummond
railway. bills. have passed through
their perilous stage and are béyond
danger for the future. 7The senate in
committee has ddopted an amend-
ment to the traffic agreement clause,
It is nat exactly the one which “Mr.
Mills, minister of Justice, offered. It
is not the one of which 8ir Macken-
zle Bowell gave notice. The amend-
ment may be called a compromise,
thcugh it requires a keen intelligence
to.distinguish it from the one offered
by the minister of justice several days
ago, The senate is entitled to large
credit for the improvemrents ‘made in
the agreemant, from the public point
of view, since it-was first. présented
two years ago. These. have been
enumerated in previous letters. But
to be fair it canrot be said that any-
thing has bein gained by the senate
since the bill came to that chamber
this year except in one matter. It
has removed the ninety-nine year
clause, which imposed a servitude of:
the Intercolonial to the Grand Trunk. :
This was an important and valuable

minister of justice when he found that
he could not get the bill through the
senate without it. 'When that point
‘Was galned everything was obtained-
that has been.secured in the 'discus-
sicn of the last week. Sir Mackenzie
Bowell’s proposition would have gone
a great deal farther, but he has ‘e-
ceded from the main points of differ-
ence, and the bill ‘'has' gone through
committee without  it. So far the
Grand Trunk may be congratulated.
808

OTTAWA, July 17— Mention has
been made about Mr. Sifton’s change |
of policy, adopting in one week ‘the
system which he denounced the week
before. Hansard shows that Mr. Sif-
ton two weeks ago was very emphatic
in: condemning the course of making
the half-breeds’ scrip payable ‘to
bearer. He was even more emphatic
in condemning the old methoed than he
is now iu approving it. This is what
Mr. Sifton said of the.late gevern-
ment in resPect to the way they had
transacted this business:

They did not evéen take the small step I
lave taken in'the way of'changing the cer-
tificate. - They let the: certificate go fixed n n{
just to suit the broker. One would thi
the broker must have drawn the certificate
‘himgelf or got & lawyer to draw it, hecause
there is no other explanation for it; it was
drawn to enable the broker to get hold of .
that scxlp in the easjest possible way.. . .
The scrip issued by the late government did
not: require any l.ninment or endorssuon,
but was practicaly like a note of hand,
able to bearer. hy was it made thus?
the hon. gentleman suppose that the men
who passed that law did not know what they
. aesiio o MDA
ate out o @ possession of a &
gman you could n%‘: get an assignment n'om
k!mlitnedbetonavitnul

“.And® again -Mr. Sifton. sald in justi-
ﬂca.tion of the ‘means he then. intend-
ed.'to adopt.: PRGaaY:

" prevented from  alienating the tcrip m
the: first three: monthl the immediate danger
is averted. That is the danger of the haif--
breeds selling their serip to people vho will
follow ‘the commissioners and resort to

is resorted to in such cases.
And once more speaking of the old
way Mr, Sifton said:
eertiﬁuto wu Mued all that a

Mok, Dadt 15" 00 ¢ possession
it without making hhueu lublo for stullns
1:be en eﬂmcomehoreana

demand for the scrip.

Onca mqre m Sifton said: :

The préetice’ in- formaer. years was to iuue
to the half-breeds a certificate, which  was
Sg‘ dra.wtn tht‘!f one. might faney it thad

wn for the express purpose

it neasynponmem:bmkertom‘
hold of it.

It 'would hardly be _believed when
Mr. Sifton was. using these words that
in less than a fortnight he would a; .g-
Pear ‘in the chamber with & sh.tem
that $250,000 worth of sorip had been
handed out.dy his commissioners - in
exactly the form that he condemnéd
in these strong terms. Yet that is
exhctly what has been done by the
half-breed commissioners in the Atha-
basca district. To one thousand half-
breeds scrip payable  to beo.mr has
been issued and probably more thas | himselt
half of it was in possession of bmkeﬁ
by the time that Mr. Sifton was pro-
claiming ‘his change of base. This is b
all in the interests of the camp fel-
Iower and
the half- .\ The gov ]
‘perhaps: oni-m-rmr of the allowange

5

to ‘the half-breed and three-quarters .

to the broker. As Sir tCharles Tupper -

‘The process of shortenimg the Prinee
‘Edward Island railway, if ¥ot Wry
rapid, is quite expeasive. Mr, Blair :
Mm”
‘required

a construction of 1,818 feet of road.
Accordimg to Mr. Blair, he has re- |

f | duced the sharpest ourve from 9 1-2 |

Qerue- to swdex'ree', but the zndei
ﬁ’mr

to $70,000 a mlle.

o

;3:1 ' this rate

wrk IBnt year?

any contract?

tast. <the interests. nt.. .

to the i

Bvery Housekeepcr ¥t e
hard soap that lasts well—lathers freely, is
low i price and high in quality, Surprise
M ﬁﬂlt& want P‘ffcct;y.

8 CENTS A Caks,

P. B. Island sa.ya the ‘cost' is ridicul-
‘ously in excess of what >, eugnt te
be, and offers to guarantee that it the
rest of the work iIs let by contract it
will be done at one-third of the
amount. It g suggested that thig par-
ticular job ‘' was performed in Mr,
Davies’ riding by day’s work, spread-
ing over two or three years ang was
kept going to give employment to
party friends. Naturally it came high.
Ae08t about three
3 2N out the
enrves of the isiand railway as it
would to build a new line from one
end of the island to the other.

In view of the Dayment by the New
Brunswick govermment of 61-2 cents
a 1b. for steel bridges it is interesting
to ‘quote Mr. Blair's testimony as to
the cost of bridges for the Intercol-
onial. This is one job that Mr. Biair
gives out by tender to the lowest bid-
der, and we have his testimony.

Mr. Powell-Who had the eontract for this

lair—The Dominion B Cum
l(x-. Powell—Hu Hnmuiw‘e x'itlggmy

i‘t‘;' Blair—They Bave a good deal of work
W,
Mr. Powell-—-What is that $108,000 for?
Mr. Blair—That js wot for repairing, but
te_add additional spans to a number of

ag Powell—Are the eontrasts let for these
yeiL?

Mr. Blair—No.

t Mr. Powell—Whai pries do you pay the
iiamﬂton Bridge Company f. 0. b. at Ham-

l‘ou ”

L Blair—Two and a halt or two and
thrée-fourth cents. Less than three cents
in recent years. Just mow they are going
up.

Mr. Powell—Two and a half cents of cour
would be low, and I am glad to hear the
government are getting it for that. Are
they subject to earsful imspectior, so that
you may get gooa work?

Mr. Da.vln has been teaching the pre-
‘mier the proper use of his mother
tongue. ‘It ‘was rather singular that
the French-Canadian premier should
be corrected in the knowledge of the
French language by a member from
Ireland. 'This is how it  happened.
Some days ago Mr. Davin quoted a
somnet written in praise of Sir Wilfrid
by 'Mr. Gouvrean, the membsar for
TPemiscouata, who appears to bg a sort
of hero worshipper with a taste of his
“own in heroes. Mr. Gouvreau began
his ‘sonnet with these words:

‘Il in a rien affronte.”
- Referring to this Mr. Davin said that
accoriing to 'Sir Wilfrid’s eulogist the

" premier ‘‘never faced anything” nor

met an issue sguarely. Sir  Wilfrid
took exception to this refiection on his
courage, and remarked that though
Mr. Davin was a fine scholar he him-
self being French knew Frenek a little
‘better than Mr. Davin. He -would
therefore ipform~ Mr. Davin that the
word “affronte’” had two meanings, and
that the verb ‘bore -the significance “to
deceive.” ‘Jouvreau meant to say
that the premiem was straightforward
‘and never ‘deceived ‘anybody. Mr.
Davin interrupted on the spot by say-
ing that the word as used in the verse
could not possibly'mean that. Even if
the word could be twisted into that
meaning it would requiré -to be used
with a person for the object. - 8ir Wil-
frid, however, persisted, and the in-
cident passed off.

But since then a scholarly writer in
Le ' Reveil, a Montreal critical . and
philosophical fournal, has ' written an
article on' the subjeet proving that Sir
Wilfrid is ent!rely wrong.: ' 'This writer,
who Is understood to be Mr. Marc Sau-
valle, an ‘author, lecturer and journal-
ist of Fren¢h birth and Parisian edu-
ca.tion, quotes from': the  standard
French dictionaries’ in‘use to show first
that the word ‘as'  employéd by Mr.
Gouvreau with the meaning attached
to it by Sir Wilfrid is obsolete and only
found in the poets of brevious cen-
turies. What is of “imore importance,
he s!;ows that even by these writers
it wes never usad in”the connection
“employed by Mr. Gouvreau. That is
‘1o say it is' aever usad with *rien” but

! always with a word indicating a per-

son, Mr. Sauvsalle sums up the whole
case by’ declarlng Mr. Davin was abso-
lutely right, and gave thé only rational
or possible . translation- that can be
ﬂven without doing violence to the

lanm a.s it is spoken and

written.: i

M. Davin is not elated over his vin-
m‘ﬁmi ‘thouigh he se=ms 'to be wor-
risd  over the reflection that eur

| French-Canadian premier should re-

auire instruction in Frenoh. He says
it nm!nd.s him of the tim:k:hen he
i) in France as corres-
mdcht p? the London Standard. Ome
‘day he and the ocorrespondent of the
Times were brought as alleged spies
‘ before a French effeer and aeoused of
being spies. Mr. Davin had written on
‘Bass pé?t‘&e namé of a small town
he lﬂf'ﬂum ‘and destred to re-

It happened that the name
of the Fmeh officer in command had
the same name as the village, and b=
aw all manner et plots in the writing.
mild not ljeve there was such &

‘at Mr. Davin’s ussestl'::

ahe'nem for a razeteer and dissovel

“#ts existence. When the corresponident

} related to his paper his experisnee n

i teaching French gcoSTRpRY to a
Freneh general he hardly expested that
ft wonld be his duty a quarter of a

centiry later to teach the Freach lar-
guage Frenah D
i 5D s
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