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SIR WILFRID LAURIER,

In reply to the addregs of the friends,
admirers and follcwers who presented the
Piemier with a portrait of himself on the
1sst day of the session of the Dominion
Xouse Sir Wilfrid Laurigr spoke of the
friendly” feclings that existed between
Thim and members of both parties. The
Fremier added that the portrait was the
work of a distinguished artist who un-
fertunately had been obligéd to seek his
fortune in another land, “It was a
dream of his own that something should
be done to encourage art in Canada, and
that by the establishment of prizes or
some other means the walls of the Com-
anons chamber might be adorned with
Csnadian landscapes, As for this splen-
«did portrait, he was sorry that it was not
his good fortune to have a son to whom
the might leave it. Same day it might be
Hung on the walls of a national museum,
a:ot as memorial of the subject, but of the
srtist.” We think one_ of the secrets of
the Premier’s popularity in the House
aand strength in the country will be found
in these few sentences. The speech testi-
fies eloquently to the fact that the leader
of the Liberal party is something more
than a mere politician, that he moves on
a plane considerably higher than the
average eager grasper after honors
svhich, in accordsnce with the sentence
that must sooner or later be executed
ayon us all, can be but fleeting. The in-

Afluenc: of the Premier’s personality upon
13 debates in the House and upon the
rédationships between the members of
the parties has been remarkable. The
old animosities, which were: probably
soeted in many eases in misapprehension
ard projected much acrimony into the
debates, are dying out. Even our old
firiend the bellicose Major Hughes, who,
according to bis own accounts, carried
errdr into the rarks of the Boers during
his short campaign in South Africa, has
Been won over by the sunny smiles of the
Premier and entertains a more kindly
feeling toward all mankind. He has been
heard to express the strongest admiration
¥or French-Canadians, which before he

feelings of the Premier. It was Smith
Curtis who brought the charges against
the Minister and established them. It
was the member for Ressland who prov-
ed that the Premier under the original
“contract” entered into with Mr. Green-
shields on behalf, it is alleged, of Mae-
kenzie & Mann, expected to be materi-
ally henefited in the sale of his road, by

hitherto been a losing concern, through a
deal in which some millions of dollars in
cash and a section of land forty:miles
wide and nearly six hundred miles long,
all belonging to the people of British Co-
Jumbia, were invelved. It is abkost too
much to expeet that any man can be
forgiven for making such an exposure as
that, not to mention the many ninor
matters, such as deliberately made false
statements in regard to the status of
Mr. Greenshields, through a Royal Com-
mission’ which did its best or worst to
cover ‘up the misdoings of the govern-
ment.

As for McBride, what right has he to
aspire to the chair now occupied by Mr.
Dunsmuir? Let any reasonable man
who has been a keen observer of the
proceedings of the House during the pre-
sent session answer. ‘Does he possess
any of the qualifications for leadership
in the House or out of it which have
been so conspicuously displayed by the
Premier? Are not the leader of the
opposition’s abilities as a speaker, as a
parliamentarian, as a tactician; from an
intellectual, from a popular, from any
point of view: but poor, tawdry stuff
corpared with the brilliance with which
the Premier performs every duty which
falls upon him as the head of the gov-
ernment and of the people of British Co-
lumbia ?

More: Compare the two sides of the
House and note the independence, the

the unloading of a property which has '’

. say is not a preference and others say is'

fruining them because it is preference
that same trade is increasing now -al-
mest as fast n:_?ait decreased before. So
it iz safe to pfesume that this vexed pre-
ference is a real preference and that it is
worth something to the British. In any
case it will not be denied that that policy
was the instrument which made the mat-
ter of Imperial trade relations a live ques-
tion by bringing it before all parts of the
Empire. . s :

For oyrselves we believe it has bene-
fited all lconcerned. Take the trade re-
turns of :Canada for thé last ten months
rud examine them if proof be desired.
Since 1896 the progress of Canada has
been aimost extraordinaty. With each
succeeding year the figures kept. mount-
ing up until it was felt the wave had
aboat reached its highest point.and there
wonld surely be a recession. The Fin-
ance Minister frankly admitted there was
a possibility that for the present” year
there would be a temporary decline, He
was mistken. The financial statement
{for the ten months ending April 30th
proves that he was mistaken. The ordin-
ary receipts exceeded the ordinary ex-
penditure by the handsome sum of $12,-
683,703, and yielded a surplus of $3,-
383,115 over the ordinary and capital ex-
penditure combined. Furthermore, there
was a reduction in the public debt of $2,-
V47,653. The total revenue on consoli-
dated fund account for the ten montlxg
amounted to $46,600,728, whereas the
expenditure under the same head was
$33,917,025. The revenue for this period
shows an increase of $4,611,425 compared
with the previous ten months. The ex-
penditure during the same time increased
by $2,304,559. Every branch of revenue
shows a gain, the several increases be-
ing: Customs, $2,754,534; excise, $700,-

total disregard of all private considera-
tions, which distingnishes the followersl
of the government compared with the
action of the self-seekers who sit 1 op- :
position and obstruct the party which is)
nearly losing all patience because it can-
not have its own way and is prevented

entered Parliament and passed under the
influence of this grandest representative
of the Canadian peopld; '~ whether of
French or British origin, would have
_bcen accounted ar evidence of irrespon-
sibility, if not of lunacy, on the part of
8Bam,

The example of the leader of the Lib-
sorzls, we are pleased to say, has had a
salutary cffect upon the taecties of the
opposition generally, from its leader
dewn, as well as upon the hitherto un-
tamable ed®or from North Victoria. The
slashing, smashing, slugging, slang-
whanging style of attack disappeared
#rom the House with the retirement on
the mandate of the electors of Sir Charles
“Tapper and the appointment, by no
maeans unacimously, of Mr, ‘Borden, The
mew leader, to indze by his' speeches, is
& quiet, Courteous, able gentlemen, He
Zaows how to express himgélf gracefully
and is never at a.loss for words appro-

P i
wpilate to an oceasion. Baf we surmise
thiat hie is not a man to inspire the en-
thasingm of his followers nor to winy
fleif pefsonial affections. In these re-'
spects he lacks the elements chiefly ne-
cessaty to siceassful leadership; in these
sespects he  differs ehiively from. the
deader of the Liberal party. Herein is
feound the reason for the frequeney with
which }he correspondents of Couservative
pspers discover that Sir Wilfrid is notin
aobust health and that he will retire
from public life when °the coronation
ceremonies are over. Probably it is a
fset that the Premier is not as strong
physically as his friends eould wish. = He
has never been a man of powerful pHy-
sique nor of great reserves of constitu-
ticnal strength, He has been too deep a
student to gather such stores, ‘But heis
yet a comparatively young man as states-
men 'go in this country arnd in Great Bri-

*. - ;- %min, He is as fit in all respects as he has

“ béedl for many years, He his a faithful
*, #nd devoted wife o minister unto him and
~%» guard, admonish and counsel him in
“megard-to the tasks he is at all times too
“xeady lo undertake. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
avill therefore not omly ‘attend the coron-
ation ceremonies and add to his own
fame and to the credit of his country by
*is denteanor and his utterances at the
wzrious functions and conferences in
~which he will take part; but he will, we
believe’ and hope, return and lead the
Tiberal party for many years as suc-
cessfully as he has done since he was
glaced at its head: by the unanimous
woice of the most harmonious political
cenvention that was ever held in Canada.

SENSELESS ABUSE.

Our esteemed morning contemporary
is thewrpossessor of a very large tankful
of vituperation. Its hose is usually di-
:enteq at McBride or Curtis, but an occa-
sional sprinkle of the acidulous or nause-
ous Yuid is blown at the opposition gen-
erally. We wuppose it can hardly be
expected that the course of the opposi-
tien, or measures proposed by any of
%them, will be subjected to reasonable
criticism under present conditions. The
snaster says in effect: “I know what you
fellows are after, those of you who are
mot crazy loons. You would like to get
possession of this _side of the House.
Yeu do nothing but talk nonsense and
obsgruct business. You are jealous,
that’s what you are. McBride wants to
be Premier and the other fellows want
4o be his ministers. But we know how
1o keep you out.” ‘The servant’s vocab-
amlary is a trifle richer than its master’s,
$ut the opinions expressed are practic-
ally the same. : :

j @ssembly in Canada since the "days of
the Tamily Compact hayé such eandis, |-
L tions prevailed as now exist in British

from doing the country good. From that
independent servant of the Premier, the
Speaker, down through the ranks ‘of his
humbler supporters, - we are sure ot
Tiore than half a. dozen can be picked
out who depend upon him for a liveli-
hood. The question of comparative abil-
ity it is not necessary to allude to.
When we consider the matter over
carefully wo sonsetimes wonder at the
moderation of the government party. One
of these days a question will be raised
as to the independence of some of. the
members of the present parliament.
Then there will be a fine uproar and pos-
sibly such a passage of adjectiver across
the floor as is daily applied by the Col-
onist to the members of the opposition,
One thing is certain: In no legislative

Columbia. ¥

We advise the Colonist to glisuusé méens=
ures and to lay personalities aside, if it
possibly can. Its fricnd and pa*ion, the
Premlef, and his #WPPerters are pecu-
Harly vulherable in case the opposition
cares to take up. its challenge.

PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY.

The pbsition of Conservatives in regard
to preferential trade is not very clear.
Some of them, like the local organ
of ‘the- party, say ‘it is no pre-
ference ‘at all, because there has
been a slight, decline in = British
exports to Canada during the past year.
Others say we are giving something for
nothing, and that we should put an end
to that sort of thing by electing a party
which does not believe in injuring our
own .people for the benefit of merchants,
manufacturers -and . workmen in Lan-
cashirs and Yorkshire. The woolen men
in the East, protectionists to the core;,
claim they ‘are being -ruined because
théy cannot compete with British manu-
factures which are now .admitted under
a_tariff of from 20 to 23 per cent. Ac-
cording to this contention, British trade
with Canada is increasing and the prefer-
ence is & preference; we have not taken
away with one hand that which we gave
with the other. If the government in-
creased ‘'the duty generally before it
brought into- force - the preferential ar-
rangement, it ought, according to Conser-
vative doctrine, to be commended, be-
czuse it has done the very thing which

publie works, including railways, $806,-
824; miscellaneous, $11,172. The detaills
of the revenue statement compared with
1001 are as follows:
1902,
$26,229,814
9,285,807
3,089,651
5,463,222
2,552,234
Totals ........:$41,989,301 $46,600,728
Expenditure .... . 31,612,466 33,917,025
It is an easy matter to criticise; to say
that by incressing the tariff here and af-
ferding adequate protection - there the
prosperity of the country would be en-
hanced. The doctrinaires were given
nearly twenty years in which to .exer-
cise their talents and conduct their ex-
periments. - They could not create pro-
sperity. The returns prove that the sys-
tem-adopted by the Laurier government
is all that could be desired for the coun-
try as a whole.  One childish prattler
claims that we in British Columbia are
psying in the exports of our precious
p:gtals for the raw materials brought in
m the United States by the manufac-
turers and farmers in Eastern”Canada
because they need them in order to econ-
pmically prosecute their business, It is

1901.
Custome ...... .....$23,475,279
Excise ceees. 8,585,003
T'ost Office Dept. 2,731,470
TPubliec ' works 4,656,398
Miscellaneous .. 2,541,061

insinuated that the Dominion government
is to blame becauvee there is stagnation
in British Columbid While in all the other
provinces busilfAess is booming, The cause
of the depression in this province is toa
well understood for such ridiculous. asser-
‘tions fo make "my impression, . /

POSSIBLE POLITICAL ERUPTION.

- Yesterday the Finance Minister admit-
ted that the government \as: unable to
carry out its 'programme,’ He said it
svould- devote the day to the considera-
tion of private bills because of the ob-
structionist = tactics of the opposition.
The conditions'admitted by Mr. Prentice
will apply to all other days of the week
as well as to:Friday. What does the
government propose to do about it?
What is the use of it clinging so tenaci-
onsly to power after such a coufession
of ‘impotence?; But' the opposition .is
‘0ot ‘the sole obstacle to- the prosecution
‘of ‘the public. business; the 'Eovernment
probésed at onhé time fo take up. There
are divisions of:various kinds in‘the min-
isterial party. ! The railway policy is
objectional to $ome who know that the
country as a whole is opposed to it. It
is a sore point with others that their
claims for a sh@u*e of the plunder it was
proposed to distribute so freely have been
igunored. ’Han'pouy must therefore be
restored before! public business ean be
proceeded with.  To add to the confusion,
the Premier is sick and tired of the bick-
erings and squabblings and graspings pf

the leaders of that party claim they
would do. During the last days of the
session of Parliament the opposition in-
sisted that Sir Wilfrid Laurier should
declare what position he would take be-
fore the Calonial Cenference in regard to
preferential trade within the Empire.
They held that now was the time for
Canada to strike and obtain the exemp-
ticn of Canadian corn from the lately
imposed war taxes in return for the
favors we have bestowed upon the British
manufacturer. Now surely the men who
have been condemning the government of
Canada so vigorously for giving “some-

sistent in demanding from “the British
ference which amounts to nothing. The

much mixed-up condition. It should call
a convention and decide upon a definite
line of argument and a harmonious policy.
If it examined the trade returns for
gbout ten or fifteen years back it would

ada with the Mother Country under the
Natioual Policy decreased: ata ‘very

rapid - rate annually—by millions " “of

thing for nothing” would hardlyﬂ be con-
government something for a tariff pre-'

fact is the party has got itself in a very

discover that whereas the trade of Can-..

i those whom he essayed to lead. He is
‘not endowed with one qualification for
%vthe post 'of Premier. He is neither a
politician nor a parliamentarian. He is
i not fitted to direct the deliberations in
the House nor to be the head of any
party taking patrt in the discussions. We
! desire it to be understood distinctly that
these remarks are not intended to be ap-
plied to Mr, Dunsmuir in a personally
:disparaging sense. He admits all the
foregoing to be true. He was persuaded
against his better judgment into accept-
ing the post he now occupies. Now he
desires to retire. The party is divided in
opinion as to who his successor shall
be. It is understood that the sentiment
is about equally divided between Messrs,
Prior and Eberts. The cluims of Messrs.
Martin and McInnes, who are row regu-
lar, or very frequent, attendants at {he
caicus, have not yet been presented.
That these two gentlemen, who have
never yet missed an opportunity of as-
éerting their claims to leadership—have
in; fact, devoted a large part of their pub-
lic. eareers” to: scheming. for. prominence,
if : not . for actual -leadership—should not
take advnptage of: this splendid clhiance

713; post office department, $338,145:ﬁ

that public*business may yet be delay-
ed for some time in order to permit of
the settlement of ‘the difficulties of the
government party, and that sounds in-
dicative of a political volcanic eruption
may be heard proceeding from the direc-
tion of the caucus room for the nexf few

days. j

UNFAIR CRITICISM.

The Colonist in one of its periodical,
characteristic attacks on Mr. Smith Cur-
tis founds its diatribe upon ‘the fact that
the miember put on the order paper cer-
tain amendments to two bills he had
introduced. It is easy to perceive these
amendments were intended partly to bring

helthought advisable not to put in the
bills in the first instance, as by so doing
he might bring about the rejection of
them on the second reading, partly to
correct typographical errors, and partly
to add additional sections. In adopting
such a line of critieism the puerility of
the Colonist.is very apparent. If well
founded its attacks would descend upon
its own friends very hard indeed. Last
vear Hon. Mr. Turner put on the order
paper no less than seven amendments
to his Railway Loan Bill, which, as in-
troduced, consisted of but seventéen sec-
tions. A glance at the order paper of
to-day will show that Mr. Joseph Mar-
tin has given notice of amendments to
his own Municipal Bill and to his Elec-
tion Bill, the amendments to the latter
covering one and a third pages of the
order paper.  Before the Colonist again
belches forth such.a tirade of abuse it
had better see that its own little poli-
tical gods are under safe shelter.

SUCCESS CROWNED
COMMITTEE’S EFFORTS

Over Three Hundred Enjoyed J.B.A.A.
Damce in Assembly Hall Last
Night.

Last night the members of the J, B.
A. A, plainly ‘showed. tkat they were
thoroughly at home in other departments
than that of aquatics. As hosts? ask the
three hundred or more dancers who were
so hospitably entertained at the ball in
the Assembly hall last evening; as ex-
ponents of the terpsichorean act? the
unquestioned testimomy of their fair
partners should be proof positive.
¢cmmittee to ‘'whom was delegated the
tesk of arranging for the function may
be pardoned the elation they feel at the
success attending their efforts—success
not alone in peint of attendance, for that
was not the primsl: object, but in the
character of the enjoyment they provided
fer their guests.

The decorations, transforming the in-
terior of the mpacious hall into a scene
of splendor, have been already described
in these columns. Bat in that descrip-
tion, necessarily, there was lacking a
most important element, the gay array
of dancers, whose presence animated
everything, infusing life into every corner

r-tne premises no matter how seques-

UL v
tered, =
~ A ‘world of trouble and ‘unremitting
toil was expressed in that elaborate de-
cerative ‘display. Midnight after mid-
pight was passed in the task of giving .Lhe
adornment the aspeet of originality.
Those responsible for the effect admir-
ably succeeded, but a survey of the
scene evoked more than one expressién
of regret that so much time and labor
had been expended for one brief night's
pleagure. %

Dancing commenced at the usual hour,
Finn’s orchestra providing an excellent
programme. From then on the floor held
it~ gay contingent of dancers, who glid-
ed. through the lisz of dances, unhamper-
ed by any defect in its arrangement, any
imperfection in the arrangement of the
floor, or any unsatisfactory quality in
the music. The sitting out apartments
were largely patronized. The cosy corn-
ers, furnished - sumptuously by Weiler
Bros. ‘and the Westside, were never
cmpty, while loyer’s lane, the avenue to
the tete a tete room near the entrance,
and_the apartment itself, were. taxed to
{itheir mtmost throughout the ‘evening, "

Supper  was served about midnight—a
delectable and much-appreciated break in
the evening’s programme—after ;which
dancing was continued until early this
morning, 'When the National Anthem
Tcsed the night’s function, members of
the association and ;non-members alike
were convinced that all their preparations
indeed had not been in vain.

Ladies assisted the members in the
decoratiofis, ' The . deft ‘handiwork of
Mrs. Helmcken and other ladies could
be seen not only in. the supper hall, but
in other portions of-the building, and to
tkem is due a great deal of credit for the
success achieved -in this direction, A
epecial car service was provided by the
B. . EBlectric Railway Company,

The committee in charge of the affair
was as follows: D. O’Sullivan, chair-
man; J. A. McTavish, secretary-treas-
urer; N. Hardie, W. C., Moresby, Von
‘Cramer, J.@:H. Lawson, jr., J. C. Bridg-
man, D. Leeming, E. H. Bridgman, W.
York, 'C. Wark, J. Soott, J. Hunter, T.
Watson, K/Weallaston, Dr. R. D. Quay, S.
Sea, jr., B, Wilson, W. N. Winsby, H. J.
Galbraith, J, Hart, A. E, Todd, E, R.
Vigor, R. Harris, E. H. Russell, E. P,
Johnston, A.J. Dallain, J. E. Cornwall
and H. C. Briggs.

All the new trains on the Central Lon-
don railway are to be of fireproof construec-
tion, steel and asbestos belng largely used.
Other precautions for.the safety of passen-
gers are belng taken.

Ocok’s Cotton Root

1s successfully nused monthly b( ove:

Ladies. 8afe,effecinal. Ladies ask

for Ceek's Cotton Rest Com-

er, as all lgllxturle‘-. plill:lud

dangeronl. rioe, No, 1,
box-lto.!zlodagreeumn T, box. g“
:hn nel:bok P ps‘ '?&‘:‘::nt o‘°‘.
k- o m

u.nndnoldndm-e“ in

responsible Druggists in Canada.

No. 1 and No. 2 are sold in Victoria at

forward some debatable principles which ‘
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dent of the St. Louis Blue Ribbon

Club, writes the following letter
concerning Peruna from 2947 Dayton
street, St. Louis, Mo.:

“It is with feelings of gratitude for
benefits derived from the use of Peruna
that I desire to proclaim fo human-kind
my experience, hoping that it will bene-
fit somo unfortunate sufferer like myself.

¢ Suffering for years with what ap-
peared to be an incurable masalady, and
after a great expense incurred consult-
ing physicians without any benefit, I
was recommended to try Peruna. Asa
last expedient I purchased a bottle, and
before one-half of the contents were used
I folt the benefleial results. I am con-
tinuing to use .same, and might say I
am entirely well. My disease seemed to
be catarrh of the sstomach, and the
nauseating sensation, and the heavy,
languid, tired-out feelings with which I
suffered, especially after eating, have
entirely left me, and my digestive or-
gans are in splendid condition, all of
which I owe to the use of Peruna.”—
MRS. BARBARA McDONALD.

Miss Julia V. Teller, of 2518 Prairie

street, Milwaukee, Wis.,is President of
the German Young Woman’s Union.
IIcr opinion of Peruna is given in the
following words:

MRS. BARBARA McDONALD, Presi-

¢ Our German Young Woman’s Union
has nothing but praise for Peruna.
Three of our members have been most
wonderfully helped. One of them had

by the term <«pelvic catarrh.”

NEED -A
TONIC

almost constant backache for the last
year. The other two suffered from ca-
tarrh of the head and throat.

“I have used it after a most unpleasant
experience with an attack of la grippe,
and found that three bottles completely
restorod me to health,”—Julia V. Teller.

Mrs. Mary Hardy, of 568 W. Polk
street, Chicago, I1l., writes:

“I find it necessary each spring to
take some kind of a tonic antl have
tried a great many But have found
none of such value as Peruna.

““After taking a few doses I feel the
good effeets and scldom need to take
more than one bottle as a spring medi-
cine.’’===Mrs. Mary Hardy.

Mrs. Catherine R. Bertos, 803 N. Elm
street, Centralia, Ill., writes:

I have found Peruna tne most satis-
fying medicine I ever tried in my life.
I suffered for years with catarrh of the

The lassitude incident to spring weather is especially trying to women.
of many varieties are especially prone to aggravation.

>

stomach, which became aggravated
every time I caught a slight cold. My
food did not digest properly, and life lost
ite bést eharm until I tried Peruna. 1t
made a new womian of me. Ittook eight
bottles to effect a complete cure, but I
would not be back in the fcrmer condi-
tion for a thousand dollars. I am most
grateful for being cured completely and
feel better than I have done for years."—

Catherine R. Bertos.
Ailments peculizr to the sex

All this class of affections are fitly dcscribed

Any woman wishing to be placed on the list of Dr. Hartman’s patients for free home treatmcat and
advice should immediately send name and symptoms, duration of disease and treatwaent glrezdy tr d.
Directions. for the first month’s treatment will bs promptly mailed freec of charge.
will be supplied by the doctor, but all necessary directions will be furnished.

Read what the above ladies have to’say of Peruna as a cure for these cases.

If you do not derive prompt and satisfactory results from the use of Peruna, write at orc. 10 Dr.
Hartman, giving a full statement of your case and he will be pleased to give you his valusble advice gratis.

Address Dr. Hartman, President of The Hartman Sanitarium, Columbus. Qhio.

No fre

medic'ne

MONTALY MEETING OF
HOSPITAL DIRECTORS

i Only Routine Business Dealt With at the
Regular Session of Board Last
Evening.

The monthly meeting of the board of
directors of the Jubilee hospital was held
last evening at the hospital. No busi-
ness . of special importance came before
the meeting.  The bill from tihe eontrac-
tor for the erection of the flag pole was
considered and referred to the finance
committee,

Those present were Messrs, Davies,
Braverman, Brett, Lewis, ‘Wilson, Shot-
bolt, Dr. Hazell and Secretary Elworthy.
Mr. Davies was ‘appointed chairman in
the absence of C. A, Holland and H. D.
Helmcken, after which the minutes were
read and adopted. '‘C. A. Holland then
atrived and took the chair, -

W. Jackson, on bebalf of the Canadian
Order of the Woodmen of the World,
wrote inviting .the board fo:ga service
‘| commemorating -the anniversary of the

ordér, which will be held on Sunday -af-
ternoon, June 8th, at theé Victoria the-
atre. He informed the board that the
gross receipts would be devoted towards
assisting in the establishment of a chil-
dren’s ward in connection with the hos-
pital. This was received and filed and
the Woodmen thanked, the directors ex-
pressing their pleasure in co-operating.

G, C, Hart, on behalf of the Garrison
troops, informed the board that the of-
fer to treat the women and chiudren be-
longing to the. Garrison at the local
station at a special rate had been ap-
proved by the general officer command-
ing, and would be taken advantage of
should the ocecasion arise,

Dr. E. Hazell, resident medical super-
intendent, submitted his report for the
month of April as follows: Number of
patients admitted, 68; number of patients
| treated, 110; total days’ stay, 1,517; daily
average number of patients, 46.5. En-
closed were statisties for the month, with
the bills approved by the finance commit-
tee for payment.

L. P. Alcorn, matron, acknowledged
with thanks the following donations to
the hospital: Old linen from ‘Cowichan™;
boots and magazines, A Friend, Menzies
street. Received, filed and donors
thankcd.

The steward, Rob*, Jenkinson, reported
; that supplies were being furnished by the
itradesmen satisfactorily. ‘This was re-
|ceived ond filed.

The house committee’s report showed
that the lowest tender for?the work of
repairing of the different wards of
the hospital, the walls of the corridors,
etc., was 588 Other tenders of $640
and $575, respectively, had been received,
The committee submitted the tenders to
the board to be dealt with.

This caused considerable discussion.
Rome of the directors were of tlie opin-
ion that such an extensive renovation
was not necessary, and was therefore not
warranted, while others held that it was
the duty of the board to keep the hos-
pital in faultless condition. Mr, Davies

“tises for some one to take the part of Lady

house committee, with power to act. Mr.
Crimp moved in amendment that the
lowest tender be accepted. This was
carried unanimously. 3

The house boy, it was reported, asked
for a raise from $10 per month to $13.
The doctor and matron strongly recom-
mended that the application he granted,
and the request was complied with,

Mr. Davies, on behalf of the grounds
committee, asked that $20 be spent on
more piping for the purpose of conveying
water for the watering of young trees.
This suggestion was adopted.

A donation of rhododendrons from Mrs.
Pemberton 'was acknowledaged and
an unanimous vote of thanks was tender-
ed the donor.

The finance committee reperted that
receipts amounting to $2,036.6G6 for the
month of Apri]l had been exemined and
approved for payment. The salaries for
the same month, amounting to $768.13,
were paid on due date. Total days’ stay
during the month was 1,517 and the
average per diem cost was 1.71.

The committee reported that ihe ap-
plication of the handyman, Mr. Steers,
for an increase of salary had been con-
sidered and it was decided that the hos-
pital is not in a position to comply there-
with, ~ This recommendation was, after
some ‘discussion, also adopted.

After the consideration of business of
minor importance the meeting adjourn-
ed.

Coventry intends to repeat its ‘‘show’’
at the time of the 'coronation, and adver-

Godiva,

LAUNCHES FOR NAVY,

‘Censtruction of New One Has Begun
in the Naval Yard,

Probably the first launch ever built in
the naval yard, Esquimalt, is now under
construction for the laying of the sub--
marine mines. The vessel will be 40 feet
long, and is intended for working above
water. It will be built under the super-
vision of Mr, Earle, of the navy yard,
who has two carpenters assisting him in
the work. The craft is designed es-
pecially for the work for which she is
to be adapted, and will not be housed in
as are most of the naval launches, There
is a great deal of work to be done in
connection with the laying of the mines;
in fact, it is said that these which have
been provided in Esquimalt harbor are
only temporarily, that all the permanent
ones have yet to be installed. The work
of laying these will begin as seon as the
launch is ready for service.

The construction of the other launches:
to be locally built for the navy has been
commenced at the Victoria Machinery
Depot, where in a new shed erected on
the ‘company’s wharf the blocks are now
being laid down for the keels to rest ob.

At the Presbyterlan Synod of Montreal
and Ottawa in progress at Carlton Place,
Ont., recommendations were adopted sug-
gesting the guild for young people’s S0-
cleties. It was announced that the
Synod has subseribed $175,000 to the com-
mon fund of the century fund and stood
first among the Synods.

MOTHER, GOOSE JPUZZLLE.

Old woman, old woman, shall we go a-shearing?

Speak a lictle louder, sir, I'

m very thick o-hearing.

Old woman, old woman, sha Il T kiss you dearly?
Thank you, kind sir, I hea r very elearly.
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