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€OAL MINES REGULATION BILL.
—— e

Now that the 1bove-numed bill has
passed its second reading we ’pe}ieye it
#0 be the duty of the Times 4o point
sut to those who are opposing it, and
»0 doubt will yet do their best ‘to kill
i, what a'tremendous respors.bility wil
rest upon them if they succeed in their
ahject. Not only the interests
of Vancouver Island,” but the ulti-
mate welfare of the whole province,
demand that this bill, with the amend-
ments proposed to be made by the gov-
armment in committee, shall become law.

We need not deal with that part of the
guestion rela.tiqg to the safety of miners
at all; it has aiready been established
beyond cavil that the lives of workers
anderground afe not as safe when China-
men are employed as they are when :
white men dre the omly operatives. The
Wellington company ad'mitte{l.that when
they emtered imto an agreement with the.:
Netw Vancouvér Compady after the great
Jisaster to thereafter bar Chin-.ame.'xx.
from undenground.  The laws of Greatl,
Britain recognize the  fact that inteli-
gence and 'a.bi‘]ity on the part of the op- |
eratives to read the rules are essential |
to the safety not only of the workers, '
but of property, a-nd-,hencek}-insists that]
Boys before taking their plages in‘the[
pits shall have, reached a certain stand- |
ard of edication.~ The strictness of the;
Bw in Brifain’ in this respeet is the best :
of evidence that looseness in the regula- |
#ions here are to be depreeated.

The aspect of this important matter
with which we as British Columbians ;
gre most concerned is the effect of the
defeat of this important bill on some of
the great industries of the province. We
Béieve the New Vancouver Coal Com-
pany makes no secret of the fact that
i# wil! be impossible for it to compete in
the markets of San Francisco and other
places with coal’ mined by Chinamen,
Whemn the statement is made, and figures
given to prove it, that the ‘difference in
the cost of a year’s produet of coal turn-
ed o2 by white men as compared with
the e amount mined by Chinamen is
afbo o Badl a’mm'ion dollars, the public
wil* =t ‘omce see the reasonableness of
th. _autention. These facts being cor-
i becomes apparent that the only
way i which this company ean continue
to successfully earry on business is to
adopt: the methods of its compeltitors.
Now what will it mean in a business
way to Nanaimo, Victoria and the ‘w'ﬁole
rovince if the Legislature kill. this.bi}l
and the New Vancouver Coal' Compalry
weplace a large part pl,f their ;ia,‘s_;’:h’rte’__work-
g ‘force with Chinamen? These are
somie o 'ttlxg_iregj&igngibiﬁties the legisla-
o who are opposing this measure are
“*gukifrig 0t 'their shoulders, but there arc
others.

Mongolians are finding. their way in't-o‘v
qur metalliferous mines. Some are al-
ready employed, and as thefe is'¥ goqdh
deal of ill-feeling’ against white miners’
just now on account of.the labor trou-
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Bles and disputes’ in”the dgtgriq;, we do |

‘mot know: how: spon others"uﬁ.a}y tbg tempt-

ed to ‘do likewisé. This I8 'a phase of

the ,Chinese cjumesti&x;.fwhl-‘ch is as yet: in
“ipd il ‘staged, Wnd we' believe if the
,W ;é&éé'ﬁéx&?é,ﬁihe House becomes law
We hat " ha¥e no further trouble in Brit-
T T 0 < 3
j@ﬁi{{ﬂq}:mbm over Chinamen in metalli
Arons -mines. ;
"i"f?fhe last point, but by no means the
“Joast. important one, is, what wil be
ihe effect of the defeat of this measure
on federal legislation? How cam we de-
mand of the Dominion Panl-iument a
more stringent law aga.inst the influx of.
Ghinese when a measure designed ‘to
protect the workmen of British Columbia
against Mongols has been killed by our
Legislative Assembly? Would not such
action be taken to prove that the senti-
ments of the people of the province were,
against imcreased stringency in the laws
relating to Chinese . immi;grants?}-'l‘o
am  argument of '4t_he kind ;. it
would be very dfficult to. find
a reply which would prove satisfac-
tory, and to get a measure through the
Dominion House of a nature = strong
enough to suit the people of ‘the West
will require all the reasoning and proofs
of the urgency and necessity of -the case
we can bring to bear. We ask the legis-
Iators to consider this matter over care-
fully, for never in the history of the
province was a greater responsibility
@ast upon them. *

HARPING ON HIS HONOR.

UG ;
The- Colonist says: “However reluct-
ant the Lieutenant-Governor may be to
agaim take the conspicuous part on the
political stage which on a former ocear
sion brought notoriety such as cannot
have been plessing to His Honor, the
circumstances of the present case are
such that action om his part seems to
be imperative, The Semlin government
i& lis creation; it spramg from no' con-
stitutidnal procedure, is governed by no
eonstitutional precedent, and recognizes
no code. of political homor.” :Our  es-

‘ and therefore brought = Her

| moniously kicked out.

. Lient.-Governor’'s

4 the, shareholders iti “Deceniber. The en-

vdischarged; v and '
‘change in the conduct of the mines : axid!

{'dowh a8 a result of the eight hour law
scem 'to have been sent out for poiitical
purposes, :

{ calling for tenders for their property.

«and it is confidently hoped that next sea-

.copper. Interests on Texada to New York ' municpality

emed contemporary is incensed because

the f.ieut.—(}ovcrr.or ignores its appeals

i to turn out the present gevermment and

insbal one after its own heart; so it
resorty to its old tactics and attacks His
Honor as above. It will be observed
that it charges that the Semilin govern-
ment is net of the people, but is the cre-
ation of the Governor himself, therefore
it came into power unconstitutionaly,
Majesty’s
representative into notoriety. Now we
think it wiil be generally admitted that
if anything could be classified under. the
hesd of notorious during that memorable
erigis it was the conduct of certain mem-
bers of the late Turner administration.
Defeated at the polls, they were deter-
mined to remain in power if possible, and
probably would have been allowed to
continue in office until defeated .in the
House but for an occurrence which con-

' vinced the Lieut.-Govermor that it was

tinve for a change, and they were igno-
No reasonable
man questions the righteousness of the
action, amd,  indeed,
our ' contempordry itself praectically ad-
mitted the justness of his counse shortly
after by referring to Mr. Turner as a
political corpse. But circumstances have
cha’nged; the ‘“‘anknéwn” who' was to
occu-p): Mr. Turner’'s shoes has not con-

vinced the oppoesition members ‘that: he

was the political Moses he thought him-

self; and so the evacuated position is re- |

occupied and- the heavy artillery once
more turned on the Lieut.-Governor. No

doubt th:e_xsma»ﬂer_oppositiqn‘ guns wi]! ;
open ‘up in the direction of their leader’s |

fire, and after awhile we shall have the

old story that neither the Colonist mor

the opposition leaders are responsib.e
for .the disreputuble atacks. -

The most extraordinary argament ad-
vanced against the Coal Mines Regula-
tion bill was that of Mr. Prentice when
he said if the meaSure became law it
would have the eéffect of turning fifteen

{ hundred Chinamen loose on the province. !

The member for East Lillooet apparent-
ly could see what an evil the presenc:
of fifteen hundred loose Chinamen would
be. likely to prove, but was not pre-
pared to admit that the same unmber

of congregatéd coolies could be a source |

of anything but good. The general
view is quite the contrary. The gqhestion
is, would it be. a benefit to the towns
where these 'Chinamen now are, (ther:
are probably mot over one-third of fif-
teen hundred working underground in
coal mines) and to the whole province
if an equal number of white men wers
to take their places?
* % =

A special dispatch from Nelson . to, the

Times says that the.gclosing .down of

the Hal Mines.at Nelson: is lin‘pursnance |

of a,'ﬁolvi_rs‘é;;decidedc ‘on gt dnieeting " f

tire: staff,  the! dispatéh “states, have dbeen
it s said’.a radical

smelter will:be inaugurated.” The eas

sation of operations it the War Baglé|

Centre Star and Le Rm properties at

Rossland is the result of a.deeigion toy dressings;

instal improyved, plants,in. these mines,
some 'of the. machinedy originally put in
proving ‘defeetive. ' 'The reports sent out
that all 'these ‘properties had been closed

EVERYBODY IS CQUGHING

oy © agorcos

Except those who use Dr, Chase’s Syrup
of Linseed and Turpentine. It loosens_th_e
tightness in .the chest, stops the eough,
allays the inflammation, heals the soreness
and promptly cures all sorts of coughs and
colds, bronchitis, croup, asthma, "and sore
throat. It is found in nine-tenths of the
homes of this country. 25 cents a bottle.
Family size 60 cents.

COMOX DISTRICT.

__.0._—...

(Special Correspondence of the Times.)

An unusualy sharp frost was -experi-
enoced thromghout the district this week,
and about four inches of snow  fell A
thaw succeeded, and now we have six
inches of slush and mud.

It is reported that the Loan Soc'lets:rhls-

e
property is extensive, some twenty houses
being erected on the -lots.

The mayoralty question is settled at last,
James Carthew, being duly gualified, has
taken his seat as chief magistrate.

James Miller, of Comox, left on Friday
morning for one of the recruiting stations,
and, if he passés the medical examination,
will be the second Comox boy in the Trans-
vaal.

The ladies of Trinity church gave a
successful entertainment in ald of church
funds on Tuesday evening.

On Tuesday a deputation, representing
the Italian citizens of Cumberland and
Union, presented Rev. J. A. Durand with a
handsome purse - in token of their esteem,
and expressed their deep regret at his de-
parture. He left on Friday morning en

' capitalists. Some splendid specimews - have

been ‘taken out of their c!alm within .the
last few‘ weeks.

FORT SIMPSON,

e O

The annual public hospital-meeting-weas.
held on Jan. I8th.: A good numbdr of the'
citizens * were present.. Rey. S.MS. Oster-
hout presided. The seventh annual-feport
was presented by Dr. Bolton. The five re-
tiring directors, Mr. J. M. L.-Alexander,
8. M., Mr. C. W. D. Clifford, M. P. P.,
Rev. T. Crosby, Mr. G. N. Heaton, and,
A. E. Bolton, M. D., J. M., were re-elected’
for a term of three years. Ry

At a subsequent meeting of the directors:
the following officers were elected for the
year: President, Mr. Jgo. Flewin, govern-
ment agent; 1st vice-pfesident, Mr. A. G
Murray; 2nd vice-president, Mr. Gordon
Lockerby; secretary-treasurer, Dr. A. E.
Bolton. :

The following is an abstract of Dr. Bol '

ton’s report:

Patients in Jan. 1st, 7; admitted doring
year, 71; total cared for; T8.
charged during year, 68; diedy-8; in“Peec.
3ist, 778,

Admitted, medical cases, 35; surgical, 33;
obstetrical, 3—71. Admitted, whites, 8; In-
dians, 63—T71.

Residence of patients, Port Simpson, 27;
Upper Skeena, 10; Lower Skeena, 4; Q. O.
Islands, 6; Naas, 2; Kitamaat, 6; Kitlope,
3;-Hartley Bay, 5; Lowe Inlet, I; China
Hart, 1: Kitkahtla, 2; Victoria, 1: Alaska,
3. 2 : ;

Surgical operations under . general anges-
thesia, 21. e A
Oauses of death, punlmonary phthisis, 1;
. Intestinal tuberculosis, 1;
tonitis, 1. . T s

Average number of patients at one - time,
6.54; average stay of each patient, 33 days;
| total days’ stay of patients, 2,390. Daliy
cost ‘per patient, 96 cents..

Expenditure, "
Maintenance—

’ ¢ ceheves.$1,020 00
Fuel, lighting, soap, ete......... 23040
Drugs and dressings av st 0124710
Instruments : 9 20
Charwomen, ete. ...... 64 75
Incidental to Skeena 35 00
Nurses’ salaries . .............. :790:00

Building, repairing- and lot pur-
chaze G REEINS :

Farnitore and furnishings

. Insurance (3 years), taxes, ete....

$3,672 35
Income,
i Provincial government to Sept. 30.8 500 00
Dominion government (Indian De.
E partment) to June
: Donations ......

Py e

508 06
329 65
295 00

| Proceeds of ladies’ sale 154 25

i\V. M. 8. Methodist church ... . ' 790 00

Balance from 1898 T D SRR |

i Due treasurer (mostly covered by
government grant

$3,672 35
The new building is now completed (at
ta total cost of $1,223)’ and is' occupied by
| the - surgeon and his family.  The main
: b.mlldi'ng; has ‘been re-arranged, giving more
-A6commodation for patients and 'nurses;
with' improvements in the bp'erastlﬁg'lf&iﬁ
and, laundry,  Another-murse. has' Been
! ddded to ‘the staff, i whi: a‘t‘é’{ﬁfh@’“i‘@éﬁém
j.overworked. . It s contemphited o Vil sy
more ‘help in .the. epoking; dephrt o
the relief of the nu ;

i il

e AT the Kiyem. ilety branety 11\
e ey DBEC DXL “wear. adl " willTprobabl
“be: ecded it D a
~for: Mtﬂmztﬁ‘q}itmém seems. to be increas-:
:lnvg,a)::'fhventy-ﬁiur pait

({ants, and a great many received outdoor
| relief, especially fn the line of surgieal

The  income shows an
amount received from pa
from donationg and subs
lxlz:s been an idcrease in
the provircial government, by - fo ghe
eud of December nothing has lhtec‘ripre?el\fgde
on the per diem allowance.. . The fact that
$480 was raised locally shows the estobm

increase in | the
Yy patients,- also
criptions. - “Thevg
the allowance from

Small community. ‘The increpsed expendi-

patients, and to the cost of bullding ‘and
furnishing, which is mote -than' wag antici-
2d ; urance was ‘also. piid this
year for a term of three years,®
PSS L S S

FOR THE BABIBS,

There is ng'tetter: I’ne,dicine :for the
babies than Chambelain’s Gongh Remx
edy. Its pleksailt tasté and prompt and
effectna’ cures miake it a favorite with
.mothers anqd &§mull children. It Quick:y
cures their coughs and colds, preventing
pneumonia, or- other serious ' consequen-’
ces. Ii also cures croup and hkas been
used in tens of thousands of ‘cases with-
out a single failure so far ,as we have
been .ubie to learn. . It not only ‘cures
croup, but when  given as soon as the
croupy cough appeans; will prevent the
attack. In cases of whooping cough: it
‘iquefies the tough mueus, making it
easier to expectorate, and lessens the se-
verity and frequency of the paroxysms
of coughing, thus depriving that disease
of il damgerous consequences. For sale
by Henderson Bros., wholesale agents,
Victoria and Vamecouver,

NOTES FROM ALBERNI.

—e
(Special Correspondence of the Times.)
A meeting was held on Wednesday, ..the

into Alberni from one of ' the numerous
creeks in the vicinity, - ‘A capitalist of’
Victoria has offered to
sary capital and to start buildidg a reser-

route 'to Quebec, where he will take charge
of an- extensive parish. .
‘R. B. Anderson has sold out his plumbing |
business to T, White & Co. f
The tunnel at the Union copper mine |
has been worked into the mountain ‘quite
a distance. Good ore has been taken ont,

son will see extensive operations in copper .
mining around this section. }

Messrs. G. G. McDonald and others, of
Comox, are negotiating for the gdle of their |

Constipation,
Headache, Biliousness,
, Heartburn,

“Indigestion, Dizziness,

Indicate that your liver
is out of order. The
best medicine to roase
' the liver and cure all
these 1lls, is found in

Hood’s Pills

25 cents, Bold by all medicine dealers, {

7

' eral claim.
' on’the opposite side of the lake is, it is

voir and laying pipes as soon 'as the people
of Alberni are willing, ' His! proposal is a
most  reasonable one, and’ Alberni . may
hope to see¢ “water lald on” In the coming
summer. The district health officer was in
attendance, and a committee was formed
of Messnrs, Watson, M. D. (health officer),

{ J. Thomson and G. Forrest, to look into
i the matter and report at a future meet-

Ing, It was found on looking up the stat.
utes that the forming of a water company
in a yvillage gave the company, as far as
water was concerned, all the rights of a

Four men went down to Henderson like
yesterday to work on the Lake Side min-
Work on the Lake Shore claim

understood, to be starteéd shortly.
A masked fancy dress ball is advertised
L

. for Thursday, the 22nd.

CASTORIA

For Iufants and Children,

il' )
TP

Patients ‘dis-;

tubercular’ peri-

keena,  wiere  the ‘deémand ! ¢

By lents ‘were. admitteds:
jot" Skéena last summer out of 39 appli-’

7th, regarding the proposal to bring water -

provide the neces- .

Provincial
~legislature

Second Reading of the Local
Minee Regulation Bill
Occupies the House.

' Carried at Midnight--Opposition

“Patriotism” Again Freely
on Exhibition.

Mr. Joseph Martia'sLong-Delayed
Motion on Government’s Ma-
 jority Di:cussed.

Amusing Passages Between Mem-
, bers--Bills of Sale and Su-
preme Court Bills.

s Victoria, Feb. 12th.
Mr, Speaker took the chair at 2:15

~Clay. There was a large attendance of
_the general public in the galleries.
: Petitions,

[

* Mz, ' Macpherson presented petitions
. ‘from the barbers of Vancouver, and from
Geo: Bartley and others of Vancouver,
all concerning the Vancouver Incorpora-
tion Act, : 5 o ;

Col. Baker presented a petition from
the people of Southeast Kootenay in
favor of the eight-hour law. Received
amid government applause,

Reports.

.Mr. Green, for the private -bills com-
mittee; reported, applying for 'a further
extension of time. Rules sﬁspended and
the ‘report received.
otk Returns.

‘The Premier presented a return of cor-
respondence called for by Mr. R. Smith,
regarding W. J. Ledingham. Also a re:
turn relating to the seizure of Mr, Ellis’s,
cattle in Penticton -district, :

Motions, e
i+ Col. Baker moved, seconded by. Mr.
Tmrepss ' N ARy
That a seledct . committee, composed
‘of Messrsi; A, W. Smith, Green, Pren-
tice, Jells and the mover, be appointed
for';the  purpose .of enguiring - infto the
gt;geellat’io;i ‘of  thexpre<etiiption” claim of

homds /Tugiwell: at ' Eog | Cabin, with .

{ipower- 1o call foriperséns ‘and ‘4l ‘docn:

ents’and cofrespondence bearing on the

Subject, examiile /witnésses, and "report
40, this House. Carried. 2 Vg
‘The Companies. Bill,: -

On the. motion:-of Hon: Mr. Hendérsoh
he report: on-ithe
adopted, ... o B eV
Coal " Mines ' Regulation.
¢ - My, Helmeken - epened “the ‘adjourned
-debate om: the +Coal Mines Regulation
ibill:: He eontended that-it was nowhere
aid down that the province cannot make
sanyregulgtions: for the governance of
-¢oal mines.. : There was a distinction be-
‘fween absolute prohibition: and 'a regu-
lation’ conmipelling workers to understand
ithé printed-rules. . The-province had the
“*righit to regulate but not to prohibit. He

in which the instititon Js' beld in'" ouri Hoped the government would be able to

produce: a bill that would meet with gen-

ture Is due to an increase in the number of “'éral ‘acceptance.  The object of this biil

;was the protection of life. (Applause.)
Mz, Helmcken » took exception. to the
statement made by Mr, McPhillips re-
garding Scotch miners who could not
read English.

f. Mr; MecPhillips declared he -had said
hundreds, not thousands, of Scotchmen.
' He.econsidered the education of the Scots
i very  high, and he would be the: last
- person to make disparaging reflections
upon, them. He had received his .own
education, at a Scotch college,* under
Scottish professors, and he was only. teo
happy to have the opportunity to express
'his indebtedness to and high appreciation
' of Scottish education. (Applause.)

Mr. Hélmecken, .resuming, said he too
had received part of his education under
Secottish auspices, .and he could speak in
the ’ highest terms thereon: He hoped
that the government would see to it that
a clause dealing with abandoned mines
was inserted in this bill, : T

Mr. Neill proposed to support this bill
ivery heartily because he considered it
|of general advantage to the province and

that it tended to reduce the risks to coal
|miners. ' He thought the miner had quite

“ 'a ‘sufficient number of hardships already

to- contend against without being ex:
posed to‘the ignorance of a class of labor-
ers who,are considered to be so danger-
ous - that special measures had to be
taken with regard: to them. Going on
to speak of the influx of the Chinese, Mr.
Neill said the House might yet see a
Chinése Tepresentative in this House, in
close  personal coniact, as they are now
‘imy “close political sympathy with some
of the honorable  gentlemen: opposite,
(Laughter and cries of “Never!”) These
Oriental people were being naturalized in
great numbers, and he thought it might
be a possibility {0 .see 'a representative
of that race in this House if steps were
not now taken to-stop their progress.
Mr. Neill caused some amusement by a-
sarcasti¢ reference to the paucity of
iogic and facts in the speech of the gen-
tleman who had preceded him in the' de-
Bate, and. he ridienled Mr. Helmcken’s
affection for precedents, that gentlemam
having gone back even so far as Magna
Oharta. But he held, if the hon. gentleman
would look up that interesting document,
he would find that the interests it was
drawn . up to safeguard were very few
and very slight compared with the com-
plex. interests of the present time. The
speaker thought it was dangerous. to
allow this cancerous growth of Chinese
immigration and labor to go on without
attempting to stop it. He did not see
how anyone could or would wish to en-
trust anything to persons who have no
more than the intelligence of the average
Oriental coolie as we know him in this
country. He went on to quote from

p:m.. Prayers by-the Rev. W.:Léslie"

‘peatisficd! *(Laughter.)

»plaof RIS ‘province to insinuate, as they
1| did'who' argued ‘against this Jbill, that .

A Tbernd, it ‘seemed

Companies bill "was-
" ]’c’mié' it was

| engaged in

OO

T L T G R W 5 o 8 T

various authorities, and caused no ktfle:
amuseuient: by recommending his prede-
cessur in the debate to study up Hallam,
Irvissart and other writers of and on the
wiud.e, ages. 'Pouching upon Mr. Me-
Ihitaps’s: statement regarding education,
in the British army, Mr, Neiil said that
at least in Canada no reeruit is taken
who cannot read and write. 1t was true
the British army would take a promising
young® man who cannot do either, but
he is at once put upon the books for
immediate instruction. The British army
does not allow its men to continue un-
lettered if it can help it. He gquoted from
General Orders for' 1884, pointing out
that since that time there had been
many improvements. Mr, McPhillips’s
knowiedge of Scotland seemed to him to
be' as faulty and indefinite as his know-
ledge of Heaven (laughter), and from
what he could judge it would take the
hon. gentleman a long time to qualify
as an authority on either. (Laughter.)

Mr. McPhillips said that what the
member for Aiberni had just said did
not affect him in the least, but he ought
to use-proper language,

Mr. Neill withdrew the statement as
far as it related to Heaven, but insisted
the hon. member did not know much |
about Scotland. He had listened to the
spleen ‘of the hon. gentleman with the
hope of picking up some flotsam of logie:
#nd some jetsam of fact in that

. Flood' of Eloguence, '
but in vain; was it possible that the homn.
.gentleman in' creating that ‘ocean of.
verbiage had  forgotten the ome little |
wavelet of fact concerning matters edu-
cational in Scotland? He took strong
exception ‘to the assertion - that there
were thousands of people in Scotland .
who did net understand English, The vast
majority of the Scottish people were ut,
terly .ignorant of the Gaelic language.
BExcept in' the very remote parts of the
Highlands there were no people in Scot-
land. who did ndbt use and understand
English.. There has been a compulsory
system of education in the kingdom for
thirty years, and it was impossible for
anybody to escape. Mr, Neill continued
on’ this line at considerable length, quot-
ing authorities and illustrating his points
with much wit, to the evident enjoyment
of the House. He had been amused at:
Mr. McPhillips's notions of Scotch: geo-
graphy, and said that Edinburgh' and
Aberdeen were only sixty .miles’ apart:
if he could get the hon. géntleman: to
fetch his statements as. close as  &ixty
miles “from fhe' facts he would be ‘quite

Summing up the
discussion, e Said that it ‘was a slander
upon "the" jntélligence of the white peo-

Our Intelligence Was Inferior:
ta that of ‘Chinese. Ho ‘theh trayersed
Mr. “McPhillips’s  reasons  for opposing.
the bill, .and concluded by priyifig’
Heaven to protect, this' provifice from"|
such hypoeritical:-protection as “the' ‘hon.
gentlemen oppesite: desired to give "

Mr.. McPhillips ¥etarded 3 general de-
nial (to. the majority  of the statements
made! by M. Neitl, - AR
oMY, - Prenfice~“The hon, member * for
Dernd, to him; had talked
*on_—_;ne.nmly every subject under heaven
peXcept the Coal Mines ‘Regulation biil,
{Laughter.)” He had insinuated that this
bill was being opposed: in the House be-
intended  ‘to protect the
‘lives " of white working ‘men; but ‘that.
member knew ‘the bill had not been.
brought into the House for that purpose,
He consideregd this bill a bad bill in every .
par‘tipulnr, and one that ought not to
pass. First‘let them admit - that {he
_Ch_mese are not a desirable class: on that
point they were  all pretty well agféed.
B.ut what would be the effect of this
bill should -it become:law? = Tt swould
mean the turning adrift of a thousand or.
fifteen hundréd Chinese miners now in
the mines at Union and elsewhere, How
could”hon.  gentlemen. vote for "this bill
which will let loose such ‘s ¢rowd of
Chinese upon the coast towns? He had
more ‘confidence in the intelligence of the
voters of Bast Lillooet than to suppose
that they would 'tell him anything but
to vote againstithis Bill; they deo not want
to ‘see this House libetate such a mass
of Chinese upon® the province. But this
bill, it appeared to him, was

_» Clearly Ultra  Vires
o.f this -province. ‘The province' had no
right to draw legislation of this kind; the
courts had so decided.  There is a way
to keep Chinese out of the province, but
that was by standing shoulder to should-
er and bringing every legitimate influ-
ence to bear on the Dominion govern-
ment to induce them to enact legislation
thet svould have the effect of keeping
Chinese away from this provinee. See-
tion. 3 was a hit at men who were good,
honest, hard working men, who only by
accident cannot read and write, The
House knew perfectly well that the in-
tention of this' bill was to keep Chinese
out of the mines, but its effoct woila
be to exclude many worthy white miners,
and was he going to sit in {hat House
and legislate against. them? ITe wanid
vote against this bill because, first. it
was ultra vires; second, because it was
not going to have the desired effect, as
it would not keep a single Chinese out
of the province; and third, because it
strikes at men who are homest, hard
working  men, but have the misfortune
not to be educated. This was a very
important matter, and he moved the ad-
journment of the debate for ten -days.
The motion was lost by a division of 17
to 18, ! v

Mz, Deaue proposcd to vote ior tLia
bili, He represanted a district where
there were no coal mines, and perhaps
he was not so particularly concerned in
the bilas some of the members who re-
Dresemted coal mining distriets. Yet in
his district there were many large coal
bearing areas which will be developed at
an early date, therefore he was interest-
ed in al) that pertained to the eoal min-
ing industry in this province, He look-
ed upon this a bill introduced in a'l sin-
cerity, to protect the lives of the men

A Very Dangerous Occupation,
Some of the opposition speakers had |
doubted the motives which led to the
introduction of this bill, and state that
this  is a subterfuge to do indirectiy
what we are afraid to do directly, and
is really taking sides in a dispute be-
tween two companies. He would not be
2 party to amy such thing, but he was

coavinead this legislation was fair and
in'the interest of the peaple of the pro-

gpard the lives and limbs of the ¢m-
vloyees i the undergronird workings of
mines, and exclude an undesirable clasg
of workers therefrom.  The OPposition
had only. weakened their - argrments ihy
indulging’ in the statements  they had
made,  Fle, bad carefully followed the
argameuats of Mr. McPhillips in presey.
i his amendment, but he could not s
where the comnection between what
waid and section 3 came in. He belieyeq
Mr. McPhillips vras entirely wrong ip
his premises. Mr. Deane then compar-
ed the conditions here and in Great Brit-
ain, and pointed out the difference be.-
tween them. In Great Britain the legis-
:ation had al! been on the lines of pro-
tecting the lives and limbs of the work-
ers. Besides, the. Bnitish miners Were
mative. born and reared in the business
from infancy almost, which was ver,
different from the conditions here, The
Eritish mines were governed by string-
ent regulations, but in British Colum.
bia, we find the most dangerous element
of labor getting into the mines, and
practically no progress had heretofoprs
been made in the attempt to eliminate
that dangerous element. Hence it was
necessary ta lose no further time i,
-egislatinb po that end. It was neces-
sary mow for the protection of the mep
underground ‘to enforce this legislation
in the ‘spirit in which it was framed. In
regard to the :

1
ae

Powers of the Inspector,

the lapguage ‘of the sectiom, .and he
thought it was a very mecessary section.
Mr; ‘Deane pointed ut " decasions where
“boss,” might require: prompt  aid “from
the 1men in ease of danger, and when it
would be very awkward to .hdve to deal
with & 'squad of ignorant Chinese. M
of the.latter class were a souree of dan-
ger in the mines, to themselves and their
fellow workmen, Tt would not do to put
off this matter till after some terrible
accident; the time to aet was mow. It
such catastrophe as he had hinted at
did- ecciir there would be an niiery
throughout  the nprovince blaming: the
government for not seeing to it sooner.
"I'bis province would not be far wrong in
foilowing . the example  .of the United
Kingdom in ‘regulating the coal mine, A
knowledge of English 'wad mnecessary for
_the . intelligent. doing: of 'the work reqiir-
ed in the mines, and it was mot a rea-
;sofiable inferenee that the goverament
in posting up notices at fhe mines did
not want them read. ‘It was conclusive
evidénce to him that the .government in-
tended that those rules should be read
and understood, that the ruies should be
simply. posted. up ina’ conspicuous piace.
Tke fact that a very large number. . of
Chinese " were ~employed undergr: und
showed  that e very large namber . of

{ capable white miners .were - being kept
‘ot of wvork. ‘This bill wou'd not, in his

opinion; -dfive ‘fromi' our mines any very
l&rge nuwber of white miners, as the
“opposition had contended. ' He. had re-
-sidéd a' very long time in the coal min-
ing districts, and he could speak from
practical experience. At Northfieid there
was. a large number of

Ibalians and Belgians, A
who cannot understand the Brig'ish lan-
guage, yet he thought that most of those
foreignens ' would be able oscomply with
the regulations of this bill, which was
drawn_ up. for fthe protection. of ther
.Jives. , These men were welcome 1o come
bere and:work in our mines, and all we
:asked- of sthem -was. that. they beable to
read. in.out language certain rules de-
signed for their: specia’ protection. This
Was not.an -onerous comdition: to.place
upon any ‘foreigner, and he did not, think
it ‘would drive many of them away. But
even if it should, it wvas better that. the
great ‘majority should be protected: it
would be nnwise to withhold legishation
of such a character. Mr. Deane then
drew attention to the fact that French-
Canadiany are debarred from practicing
at the bar of this provinee unless they

-apd the only argument the. lezal profes-
“sion here cam offer as to why they main-
tain ‘a preserve is that those rales serve
to protect the province from: undesirable
practitioners.  How much more, . then,
should the men engaged in a most ardu-
ous and dangerousy oceupation be pro-
tected from an undesirable class of
workers? - Yet they ask no more than s
acoorded to the lawyens and doctors of
the provinee. -If the unscrunulons law-
yer, the crooked lawyer, if one could
conceive of such a being—(laughter)—
crme here he would not be able to do
much damage before he would be dis-
barred; but Chinamen not able to un-
derstand ‘the instructions of the boss,
and ‘who are
\A° Distince Soturce of Danger,

Jeopardizing the lives ofall in the mines
by their ignorance, ave permitted to go
to work. No French-Canadian is allovw-
ed to come in here to practice medicine
or law till hé has fully satisfied the
Medical or the Law Association. Why
should Chinamen enjoy imunity from eIl
examination as to their qualifications?
This examination is required in other
tracdes and professions., The C. P. R.
demanded a very high standard of edu-
cation ' and intéligence from: its engine
drivens and other employees. There
wds probably’no other company in the
world that had a more efficient or intel-
ligent staff. He thought the country
would thoroughly endorse and approve
of legislation om, these lines. He wou'd
like to know where there was any case
on record where a Chinaman or Ja,an-
ese .rushed to the pit hesd and volun-
teereu to goto the rescue of endangered
comrxdes or to protect his employers'
property. He had been told that when
these people are employed undierground
they wil rush out of the mine to save
their own lives wmd wil® not go back.
It seemed to him ‘only reasonable that
men who were engaged in a dangerous
occupation should be able to read and
understand the rules and regulations
drawn up for their benefit.

'Col. Baker did not think the bill a
statesmaniike one. Im his district the
workmen were well content with their
lot, and if this bill Passed it would af-
fect them very badly. Some of them are
Weishmen. and they will be turned out
by this bill. Many of the miners in the
Old Country can neither read or write,
but are just as competent miners os any
other,

M. Brydon said the discussion  had
wandered far afield. The debates had
ot confined themselves in any way to
the bill. Mention had been made of
Chinamen and Japanese, but on {ooking
into the bill He had found no reference
to either.” When Chinese were first in-
troduced into the mines he was under-

vince, and specially put forward to safe- |

manager of the Vancouver Coal Com-

‘he had no: difficulty in - comprehending

‘the

can show certain langunage qualifications, *
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